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NAZI PROPAGANDA-~ESPIONAGE WEB IN OLD MEXICO

NOTE: NRS presents some interesting and startling deta from 1ts MEXICO RE-
SEINCH FILE. Some of these facts were firat presented by "The Hemisphere®,
woell edited end highly reliable "News-Weekly of the Americas”, published in
Kew York Clty. In checking for accuracy, MRS correspondents in Mexieo une
earthed additional Information. We present herewith what we consider a re-
liable aoccount of the Nazi Fifth Column in Mexico. ---THE EDITORS.

Watch ,for fireworks in Mexicol The German Minister, Baron Rudt von Col-
lenberg-Bodingheim and his official -- and unofficlal ~- staff are to be main
features in the pyrotechnic display. Like skyrockets, they will leave Mexican

erritory in a comet-like bee-line for the fatherland.

The Mexican Ministry of the Interior is now checking up on scores of Nazi
and Fascist esplionage and propaganda agentse For a long time, such investiga-
tion was demanded by patriotic Mexicans, alarmed over the progress of the Nazi
and Falange Fifth Column. Matters are rapldly reaching a climax, due to the
threatening note delivered to the Mexican Foreign Office by the German Minis~-
ter, requesting that the govermment protest to the United States against Wash-
ington's blacklist of pro~Axis firmse.

The note was re-
jected as "imperious
and unacceptable" by
Forelgn Minister
Ezequiel Padilla,
who saild:

My go vernment
does not admit
Jor one moment
the insinua~
tion that Pres-
ident Roose-
velt''s econom~
ic program vi-
olates Mexico's
liberty of com-
merce and even
her sovereign-
tYe

The German Mine-
ister said in his
note that Mexico's
"resigned accept=-
ance'" of Washing=-

Typical Nazt propaganda picture, widely distributed in
Mexico and other Latin-American countries. The caption ton's measures would
stresses that Polish prisoners of war enjoy religious certainly "influence
Sreedom in Germany. Devout Catholics below the border the declsion of the

are eustily duped by propaganda of this sort,
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German government upon renewing commercial relations with Mexico after the
war" .

Small wonder the German Minister seeks to protect the approximately 190 g“
business houses now on the blacklist, for in. the past they supplied the sil- \
ver bullets for Nazi propaganda campaigns (illustrated and described on pages
4 and 5)e An NRS correspondent in Mexico reports:

The moment Hitler came to power in Germany, a branch of the Nazi Party was
founded in Mexico. Chief of the Party was Arthur Dietrich, accredited to the
German Embassy as Press Attaché until he was expelled. He set up numerous
German organizations, camouflaged -~ to cite an example ~-- as the "Soclety for
the Promulgation of German Music in Mexico',. Many Germans who were either cone-
servative or monarchist while they resided in the Reich, were opposed to the
Nazi Terror. They tried to withstand the pressure of the Nazi Party and the
camouflaged organizations. However, as soon as strong economic forces were
brought into play against them, they became members of the Nazified German
colonye

Most of the Germans were part and parcel of Mexico's economic system,
either as exporters of raw material from Mexico to Germany, or importers of
mamifactured products from their home country. The German settler's depend~-
ence upon hils fatherland was skillfully exploited by Nazi strategists. Ger-
mans were forced into line. If they failed to comply, they became subject to
the wrath of Nazl authorities, and to economic ruin through boycott.

As soon as the entire German colony was Nazified, the German Embassy set
wheels in motion for the next steps First of all, they felt, Mexican news-
papers and publications should be won over to the cause. This could be a=-
chieved only with large sums of moneye. Funds had to come, of course, from
German business houses, headed by such well-known firms as Casa Bayer, Union
Quimica (I. G. Farben), Schering Kahlbaum, Casa Boker, Casa Stein, Beick Felix,
Casa Merck Veerkampe To this list must be added the owners of large coffee
plantations, exporters of wood, and proprietors of numerous breweries. All of
these German industrialists and merchants were persuaded by Dietrich himself
to advertise regularly in newspapers favorable to the Hitler regime, or in
papers which had to be won over to the Nazl point of view. Typical example of
the pressure employed is a letter to the German Chamber of Commerce of Mexico,
in which Dletrich wrote, among other things: N

A8 you HKnow, jfor some time I have been making efforts to obtain, in
return for the advertisements uhich the German Jtrms glve to the news-
papers of this country, their cooperation in difrusing German informa-
ti ve material,

Now I have the opportunity -~ with the cooperation of Mr. Roberto
Olvarrta, who was recommended to me by a German firm -- to make an
agreement with the paper "La Prensa”, uhich gives us, at least in this
baper, great advcntages. La Prensa has put at my disposal, free of
charge, space for the publication of articles and reports, amounting
to at least haly the space uhich the German Sirms take for their adver-
tisements. Price of advertisements will not be raised as g result of
this agreement, but on the contrary, the paper is well disposed to
gtve addi ticnal free facilities for the editing and tllustration of
the ads,

In personal conversations which I have had i th the editor of the
paper, Mr. Glass, as well as with the head of the Advertising Depart-
ment, Mr. Navarro, I have been given assurunces of the friendliest
disposition of those men toward the above mentioned plan.
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sesoffor that reason I ask your cooperation in tais plan by send-
ing this week a circular to the associated jfirms of the German Chamber
of Commerce, tn uhich they are advised of the way itn which they can
help in this campaign qf.propuganda,.,.

With German Salute: Heil Hitler!
(signed) Arthur Dietrich
Chief of Press Service of the German Embassy

La Prensa was not the only paper with which deals of this sort were made.
Now that the pro-Axis firms have been blacklisted, the German Fifth Column
must look to other sources for its finances. This fact, above all others,
prompted the German Minister to demand that the Mexican government protest to
Washington over the "discrimination agalnst commercial establishments protect-
ed by Mexican Sovereignty",. '

The Fifth Column activities of Baron von Collenberg and his Press At-
taché Dietrich were exposed by NRS as far back as September 21 and December
14, 1939, Dietrich has since been expelled, but von Collenberg and his staff

continue nonetheless, We present the facts:

A Tangled Web They Weave

Dr. Joachim H. Hertslet, Monte Blanco 55, Mexico City, is top man in the
far-flung Nazi web, Some time ago, he received very unfavorable publicity
in the American press through his associstion with the recently deceased oil
promoter, William Rhodes Davis. It was reported then that his main assign-
ment was to prepare the way for a Nazi economic invasion of Mexico. However,
it was not mentioned that Hertslet was also organizing sabotage, and was de-
voting a great deal of his time to arranging transfer of German capital from
the United States and Canada into Mexico, where it was deposited with the
Banco de Londres y Mexico., One Captain Claus of the German Steamship Havel=-
land, anchored in Tempico, worked under him. From his ship to Mexico City,
Claus brought three German sailors who were then sent to Vera Cruz to spy on
the French steamship luc d'Aumalex. This liner sailed for Martinique with
Frenchmen who had enlisted early last year, and returned to Mexico after the
fall of France.

- Hertslet -- officially attached to the German Legation with diplomatic
privileges -- is a high ranking economist of the Nazi Reich. He arrived in
Mexico in 1938 to put the finlshing touches to a barter proposal arranged by
Davis. He was accompanied by an official of the German Ministry of Economics,
one Herr Briscke, who returned to Berlin in 1939, leaving Hertslet behind.

Colonel Friedrich Karl Schlebru e, Donata Guerra 142, Mexico City, is a
nephéw of Franz von Papen and repor%ea to be Hitler's personal representative
below the American border. He ranks almost as high as Hertslet, and is in
charge of all Nazi military, naval and alr espionage in Mexico and in most of
the Central American countries. Schlebrugge saw service during the invasion
of Foland. Previous to the first trial of the Blitzkrieg, he was a commander
of the Berlin Garrison. Last year, during a raid on his Mexican home, a se-

cret radio transmitter was found.

Arturo Baxer! allas Arthur Richard Beier, chief of the Gestapo 1n Mexico,
is closely assoclated with chlebrugge. Until 1919, Bayer lived in Detroit,
and now is manager of an airline from Mexico City to Cd. Juarez. He makes

frequent visits to the state of Chiapas where he controls two ranches owned
by a German named Kahl who returned to Germany.

(Continued on FPage 6)
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Reproduction of a large circular
issued in Mexico, instigated by
German interests, under the name
of the "University Students with
National and International Inter—
ests”. The title reads: "The
Sergeant of Christ”., Translation
of the text reveals startling un~
truths. Using thse premise that
British propaganda is dejamtng
National Socialism as the incar—
nate enemy of the Church, the article states
"religlous processions in Gemany are allowe:
with complete freedom, in their ecclesiasti
ments, and insignia.” It jfurther States, oj
"the Catholic press is given JSfull freedom to e
on religion.” Mexicans, devout Catholics as
led to believe that the Reich is Christianity’

A layout of war chtures
Jound in an "Illustrated
Supplement of the German
Notebook of War”, printed
in Spanish, and widely
distributed in Mexico,.
This group of shots shows
the men responsible for
the operation of a big
anti-aireraft gun. These
pictures were selected to
overawe gullible Latins
with @erman might.

LOS GRANDES PROBLEMAS

Vol.

\4

inregies PCLITING ALEEAR

2l ADRLANTG 2N Lk
PRUDUCCTION . ALEMAKA
DE AVIUKES.

125 purley of sl Amrren
redunoitn SnErhE :

LA DERROTA
DE INGLATERRA
NES™

*Punbien por parte de 1os ense
dpow de Alemunic se ha confosadc  ssguids  ya bm Lehtes: v
qus.-ls preduccién slemsns de sviy . uns Sruck en gue sn Ing
res sebrepuje, en ruchko, lu de lu sit; ge discutin respeeti. o
Gras Emtnm sasi esoribe 18 "Co~  pargerear estn industries

This is the front page of (translated)
"Wotebook of War”. The undgerlined
caption reads: "German Political In-
SJormation®, 1he leading article is
heaged ”"Advancement in German Plane
Production”, This, too, Jinds its
way into the hands of Mexicans. The
notebook, replate with  pictures,
butlds up, th no uncertain terms, sup-
posed German might.,
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ly distributed not only in Mexico, but
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published on A4pril 9, 1941 by
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and below are three samples of vicious anti-Srit-
circulated wholesale in Mexican territory.
left reads:"The Downsall of zngland - Rejlections
Picture”. In it,the author,on page 9, states: "No
could resist the Germans converted into the most Jormida~

The

virile beauty of these strong

youths, covered with steel

FALotoAvL)
‘I 11 4

No lograré nunca inclinar la balanza ! !

helmets, marching under the
guidance of a superior spir-
it.e.". The cartoon at lest
shows John Bull pulling doun
a scale labeled "Lies and
Malsehoods”". The other scale
reads "Gerinan Truths". The

there ts peace an

the "QOfficial Service}
in Guatemala, and wide-
throughout the Ameri-
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titled "Defamation As
asks, on page 10: "Do you know what
occupation of Germans in Paris is?”
"Visiting and sightseeingl”.
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Paulus Peliska works under Bayer. For camouflage purposes, he works for
the Allgemeine Elektrizitdts Gesellschaft, one of the most powerful German
trusts. Actually, Peliska 1s an important Gestapo agent who made secret trips
to Japan and Feru in 1939. -~

Walter Westfal, another Gestapo official holding the same rank as Peliska,
and residing at Uruguay 45, accompanied Peliska on his tripse He is the se-
cret representative of General Friedrich von Boetticher, Military Attach¢ at
the Nazl Embassy at Washington. Westfal and Boetticher were frequently seen
together 1n Mexico.

Arthur Rundt, who saw service in the German Marine, works directly under
Schlebrugge as an espionage agente His chief duties comprise transmission
of secret radio messages, and kidnapping and blackmail to secure desired in-
formation. Martha Frost, alias Beatrice Ferguson, travels with Rundt as his
assistant., She resides at Vienna 17, Mexico City -- the same apartment for-
merly rented by the German Legation for propaganda purposese

Rudolgh Schauer Plaska poses as an engineer of,the German Steel Trust,
Deutscher a erein. He works for both Schlebrugge and Hertslete Hans
Herzer, a chemist and German reserve officer, was allowed to return to Mexico
from Germany when war broke out. In view of his profession, this would be

surprising were it not for the fact that in reality he has charge of social
contacts for spy work and relaying of information to Germarny.

Karl Rikowsky, alias von Earre, who usually stops at the Hotel Geneve in
Mexico City, organized a big barter deal in Mexican cotton and paper in 1938
and 1939, He has been under police surveillance since his return from Germany
in April, 1939.

Ewald Bork, Sierra Madre 265, Mexico City, sub~-manager of the German Bank,
is titular chief of the Nazi Party in Mexico. NRS #94 reproduced a message
from the Nazi FParty in Mexico to Adolf Hitler, signed by Bork.

Hans Ritter and his wife run a boarding house at Colimi 319, Mexico City,
where German agents are put upe. Officially, Ritter is an employee of Hermann
sommer y Cia, a Mexico City hardware firm, but he devotes most of his time to
traveling, not only in Mexico, but throughout most of the Central American
states, as paymaster to local Nazl agents, '

Hugo Setzer is party chief for the Pacific Coast in Mazatlan, a strong=
hold of German business. He manages the Banco Mercantil y Capitalizador.
Associated with him are Horst Hennings, Franz Ketelhut, 1iving in Puebla, Max
Hofinger, employed at the Ford factory near Mexico City, and one Reisman, liv-
ing at Avenida San Angel 18, San Angel, D. F.

Guido Otto Moeblus is Nazi keyman in Monterrey, a city near the Texas bor-
ders He is president of Las Fabricas 4polo, a big drug. firme. Moebius is said
to own a shortwave transmitter, XE21Ke. Associated with him is one Kitcha, who
organized a gang of 150 ruffians and trained them in the use of military weap~
ons to become the Nazi shock troops in that city.

The Goat-Gland Man is Here Again

Last June 14th, the Associated Press reported from Mexico City:

The government information office announced today that the bilg Vil-
la Acuna rudio station XERA4, established by Dr. John R. Binkley, former
Milford, Kansas, gland Specialist, has been expropriated by Mexico.
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The goat-gland specialist and his pro-Nazi smear sheet, "Publicity",
published in Wichita, Kansas, were exposed in NRS #102, #111, #135. A few
days after the seizure of the radio station, the Mexican government raided
Nazi and Falange headquarters in Tamplco, arresting Luis Martinez and Jesus
‘Morales, managers of the Hotel Inglaterra, and Jose” Ayala, publisher of "E1

~ Mundo”, one of the most important pro-German dailies of the country. These
three, and several others arrested at the same time, were closely connected
with radlio station XERA, an oytlet of unusual powere. "The Hemisphere" re=
ports that many Germans, recently arrived in Mexico, are now living in Tam-
pico, and there are constant rumors concerning their activities.

Further, "The Hemisphere" reports that after the Tampico affair, other
arrests took place in Acapulco, on the Pacific Coast and in Chiapas State,
where many wealthy Germans and Spaniards 1ive. These ralds are believed re~-
lated to an unpublished report now circulating in government circles, regard-~
ing recent unofficial visits by certain South American military men to high
retired Mexican officers. The South Americans proposed a serious subversive
plot in Mexico, which was to culminate in amed revolt immediately upon Hit-
ler's anticipated success in Europee. Other such plots were said to be under
way by this group in other countries. The visitors were reportedly ferreted
out by police and quietly sent home. : .

Nazi Coffee Grounds

A current check-up in Chlapas is expected to produce important results.
The dominant element in this southernmost of Mexico's states is primarily Ger-
man, with a considerable admixture of Spaniards. It is rich coffee country,
most of the land being held in huge lots, and the largest holders are Germans
and Spaniards.,

A particular danger involved in Chiapas lies in the fact that it borders
directly on the equally prosperous coffee district of Guatemala, another fer-
tile Nazi hunting ground. Here also, especially in Alta Verapasz Province,
the best plantations are in German hands. Germans virtually control the eco-
nomic life of the region, and Nazis hold vital posts in the local administra-
tion.

Nazls and Falanglats are strengthening the cooperation across the fron-
.1er while planning disturbances designed to divert inter-American attention
from the war. However, the Mexican government 1s watching these agents, whose
expulsion is just a matter of time. Thelr departure will be accompanled by
sensational fireworks, agaln bringing home to the isolationist ostriches that
an invasion of the Western Hemlsphere was begun long ago, and that 1t 1s not a
question of how many ships are needed for an invasion. The advance guard 1s
here, busily recruiting men and women who bellieve in Adolf Hitler's New Order.

IR

"Since our accession to power, I have allowed four years' time for Ger-
man art critics to adjust themselves to National Soclalist principlese...As
1936 has not brought a satisfactory improvement in art criticisnm,
art I finally forbid from today the continuation of art criticism in
Criticism the 0ld forme The former art criticism will be replaced as from
"Yerboten" today by the ART REPORT; the critic will be replaced by the ART
REPORTER., The ART REPORT is to be not so much an evalustion as
a description....In future only such reporters will be permitted to write about
achlevements in art as undertake this task with purity of heart and the philo-
sophy of National Socialism." (From a Decree by the Reich Minister for Propa=-
ganda, Dr. Goebbels; Volkischer Beobachter, 11/28/36.)
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"Today 1t is not decisive whether a play 1s regarded as good or bad by the
critic, but what is decisive is the cause striven for on the stage." (Wilhelm
Weiss, President of the German Press Assoclation, in a speech at a meeting of
Critics; Prankfurter Geitung, 12/17/35.) —~

HWW

"AMERICA", by David Cushman Coyle. Price 25¢. Introduced on the 4th of

July by Sergeant York over a national radio hook-up, this little book has
taken the country by storme No publication, in recent times, has
RLPECERT-PE aroused the enthusiasm of leadership and public alike as has this
Readiny little masterpiece of 91 pages. Endorsed by almost everyone from
the President on down, 1t has become the morale book of the defense
program and is slated to sell a couple of million copies.

"America" is written by a typical American, in typical American language.
There is no attempt at perfect, literal Englishe. Throughout every page one
hears the tongue of the American man on the street. A few chapter titles are
indicative; "What Are We Up Against?", "What Are We After?", "What Good Is
Democracy?" There is straight-from-the-shoulder talk on the topic in which
every American is vitally interested todaye ,

e T T

I'M AN AMERICAN = Sunday, 12 noon to 12:30 P.M. E¢DeTe, NBCe Blue Net-
work. Programs devoted to an exposition of the privileges, responsibilities
and possibilities of the democratlic way of life. Ausplces: Immigra-
Nl tion and Naturalization Serviece of the U. S. Department of Justiceess
SPEAKING OF LIBERTY - Thursday, 6:30 to 6:45 P.M. EeD.Te, NBCe Red
Networke. Auspices: Council for Democracye Rex Stout, author and
Journalist, each week interviews authors on subjects of interest to the Amer-
ican scene,

YOU DECIDE - Sunday, 1:30 to 2:00 P.M. CBSe. Auspices: Youth Builders,
Inc. Dramatization for the 'teen age of the blessings of freedom and the dem-

ocratic way of 1life,

THE SPIRIT OF '41 -~ Sunday, 4:30 to 5:00 P.M. E.D.Ts,CBSe Designed to
bring radlo listeners first-hand information about all fighting units and the:
Ue Ss forces. Bach week one unit of army, navy or marines, 1s singled out and
its history and development to the present time traced.

REPORT 10 THE NATION - Tuesday, 9:30 to 10:00 P.M. E.D.Te, CBSe. Descrip-
tion of the inside workings of the U. S. government. Narrators: Albert Warn-

er and John Charles Daleye
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