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ALIBI FRONT OF AMERICA-NAZIS CRACKS 

Patriotism is the last 
refuge of a scoundrel. 

--Samuel Johnson 

Subversivists of all persuasions, once uncovered, promptly seize upon the 
Stars and Stripes as their most effective camouflage. This abuse of the flag 
is resorted to not only by foreign-born Nazi propagandists but also by native-
P-erican adherents of Hitler. Almost daily, new cases of both types are ex- 

3ed, many of them reaching spectacular proportions. 

For the present, NEWS LETTER unfolds cases involving Dr. Friedrich E. Au-
hagen 1 ), Dr. Edmond F. Kohl and George Sylvester Viereck 2), all German-born. 
Counterparts of native-born anti-Democratic agitators will be presented in an-
early issue, when, among others, the activities of G. Allison Phelps will be 
analyzed. This is the man who daily, via radio station KMTR, Los Angeles, un-
'eashes a half-hour salvo calculated to arouse racial antagonisms. Using many 
if Doktor Goebbels' stock arguments, Phelps resorts to the same bag of tricks 
which underlings of the Reich Propaganda Ministry employ, especially "flag 

mouflagefl. To this end, Phelps incesTs 
.santly repeats: "I preach Americanise. 

To deal first with the Nazi brand of 
anti-Democratic subversivists: 

NEWS LETTER, on January 4th, last, 
reproduced a rather chummy letter (il. 
luStration on page 2) written by Dr. 
Herbert Scholz 3), German Consul Gener-
al at Boston, Mass. Addressed to "Dear 
Auhagen", it promised guidance for the-
editorial conduct of "Today's Challenge" 
4), organ of the "American Fellowship 
Forum" 5), Offering in evidence a fac-
simile of this letter, written on offi-
cial Consulate stationery, NEWS LETTER-
pointed out that it conclusively proved 
intimate cooperation between the German 
government and the publishers of "To-
day's Challenge". Subsequently, Reich 
Consul Scholz indiscreet document was 
reprinted in many newspapers from coast 
to coast; it also appeared in Ler Aul- 
bau (Reconstruction), a German-language, 

PhCstnitle of Mr. G. S. Vteredk's let- strongly anti-Nazi periodical, published 
ter addressed to AIRS. Story on page 7.  in New York City. 
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As a result, all these publications were veritably inundated by "Letters 
to the Editor". This avalanche of protest had been unloosed by officers of 
the "American Fellowship Forum", all of them zealously averring that this or-
ganization and "Today's Challenge" had no Nazi affiliations at all. The edi-
tor, and members of his advisory committee, seemed greatly incensed at being 
mentioned in the same breath with Goebbels et al. 

Studying these letters, certain resemblances as to approach of subject, 
and such logic of denial as they were supposed to contain, stand out strik-
ingly. In every letter, the emphatic statement occurs that the writers, far 
from being Nazis, are good American patriots, and will have absolutely no 
truck whatever with those terrible Nazis....above all, not in such matters 
as their treatment of "non-Aryan" minorities. In this way, all "writers-in" 
try to sidestep the subject under discussion so as to make it appear as if 
anti-Semitism, and not Nazism, is the case in point. 

The Philo-Semitic Red Herring 

No sooner had Der Aufbau reproduc 
indiscreet note, than its editor, Dr. 
first Auhagen's (facsimile on page 3)  

edirm Zmwntat 	 Loom salic. 24. ;all 1939. 
fitert 
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EeTri :T. P. Auhagen 
TJ1h;.3 Challen4e,Inc. 
11 '.eat 42nd Street 
New Toth City. 

Lieber Auhucen! 

HerzlicLen Danz fUr Ihr Sctr*lben won 

18. Jul: 1939. Ion c..chte Ihnen wersinharn, &ma 

Ihre Zeitschrift "Today's Challenge' bier in Boston 

b.' :':eren ireunden durobaus Eindruck oerscht hat 

und diem weiteste 'ierbreitung gefunden hat und 

such noch finden wird. 

Icl male nleht mregusen, Sie bei =eines 

nehheien Auferthelt in New York Anzurqfer. isait 

wit uns Uher verschledene Problem unterhalten 

nen. 

kit nochaals bests& Dank und freundlichen 

GrUesen 
Ihr 

(Dr.idtrbert Scholz) 
DEUTSCH:3! KJ3SUG. 

ed from NEWS LETTER Reich Consul Scholz' 
Manfred George, received, within 24 hours, 
and then Kohl's protest (facsimile on 
pages 4 and 5). The latter, a physicit 
lives at 313 East 86th Street, New York 
City -- that is, right in the very heart 
of the Yorkville (Klein Deutschland) 
neighborhood -- naturally enough drawing 
most of his clientele from that region. 

Auhagen, in his letter, written in 
English on the stationery of "Today's 
Challenge" -- then still a bi-monthly but 
soon thereafter reduced to "The Forum Ob- 
server" 6) andsnow suspended 	mounts 
his high horse, stating: 

....UPon mature consideration, I 
have deciided against writing:an an-
swer for publication. I feel that. 
in trying to refute those charges, 
would act according to the old prov-
erb, "Qui :'excuse, s'accuse", My 
publication, "Today's Challenge", 
really speaks for i tself. Anyone 
who would take the trouble of read-; 
ing the current issue of the maga-
zine must come to the conclusion 
that the-,  allegations'.  persistently 
spread about our publication by the 

Reproduction from NRS #64 of facsimile of letter which Dr. hrbert'Seholzo  
German Consul at Boston, bass., sent to Auhagen,-  then guiding spirit: of 
"Today's Challenge". Translation follows: 

Sincere thanks for your letter of July 18, 1939. I want to assure 'you 
that your periodical, "Today's Challenge", has greatly impressed our 
friends here in Boston. It found widest circulation and will continue.  
to do so. 	I shall not neglect to telephone you the next time I am in 
New York a._...c KLrio.sothatwemususroblems. 	(Underscoring by 
NRS) 	Thankin4Yed.OnCikrioirtal-  greetings, 

Yours, (signed) Scholz 
Dr. Herbert Scholz, German Consul  
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I. 1. Awbages. 

Bacsltile of Dr. F. E. Ahhag-
en's letter addressed to Dr. 
Manfred George, editor of "Der 
Aufbau". Story on page 2. 
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News Research Service of Los Angeles 
are without any substance whatsoever. 
As far as the letter of Dr. Herbert 
Scholz is concerned, it carries all 
the earmarks of a polite note dictat-
ed without much thought to what im-
plications an unfriendly reader might 
draw. The very fact that the letter 
was written at all ought to be suffi-
cient proof against the fact that 
"Today's Challenge" is inspired by 
German authorities, above all by the 
Consul in Boston. 
After this, Auhagen reaches for his us-

ual philo-Semitic eye-wash, and continues: 
• • • .The main reason for my call-

ing you yesterday was to satisfy my 
own curiosity as to what motives were 
behind the publication of the above-
mentioned article. As I told you, and 
as many people around New York do know, 
I have at all times expressed myself 
against the persecution of the jewe in 
Germany. Therefore, I was not a lit-
tle surprised to see a refugee paper 
(Der Aufbau) attack me, who both be-
cause of his family backgrouhd as well 
as his own activity, should be a. friend 
rather than an enemy of the oppressed 
Jewish minority in Germany. I shall be 
glad to furnish you with ample evidence' 
of this fact if you would care to' call 
on me in my office. 
Just to make sure that his eye-wash will 

take effect, Auhagen reinforces it with an 
admixture of blatant threat, warning: 

....It seems to me that a graup of 
recent immigrants should be very care-
ful of the way in which they pick their' 
enemies. I should think the experienc-
es of your people in , Germany. migkt.firgke 
them just a little more cautious in re-
spect to their actions on this side of 
the Atlantic. When I first saw it, 
your article struck me as a rather ill-
timed attempt to add another member to 
the growing anti-Semitic movement in 
this country. 

The Voice is Jacob's, But....  
The second letter, received by Der Aufbau, is written in German on the pri-vate stationery of Dr. Kohl. It is well seasoned with whimsies greatly remind-ful of what Viereck considers his "own inimitable touches". Accordingly, it opens: 

I introduce myself to you as the current president of the 
little group which publishes "Today's Challenge" and also as' a sub.- . 
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scriber to your weekly paper, the Aufbau, you most likely will consid-er this impossible or a bad joke. However, this is the case, and I ac-tually have subscribed to your paper ever since its inception. 

Parenthetically, it may be inserted here that Kohl subscribed to Aufbau for exactly the same reason that NRS continuously peruses all such subversiv.. ist publications as "Today's Challenge", "The Forum Observer", Deutsoher Weak-ruf and Beobachter ri), etc., etc. Kohl merely filled the position of what is known as an exchange editor", in other words, editorial watch-dog. 
Assuming a tone of paternal indulgence, Dr. Kohl continues: 

FhcstMile of first page of Dr. 
E. F. Kohl's letter to Dr. Man- 
fred George, editor of "Der 
Aufbau". - Story on page E.  

....The purpose of my letter is 
to ask you to be a littlemore care-
ful. If you are really interested 
in us, you should take time to clar-
ify certain facts so thatliour pub-
lication, which otherwise is most 
interesting, does not stoop to smear-
ing in the typical Goebbels manner. 
Unfortunately, the adult, emigrating 
to this country, cannot drop all his 
European habits; nevertheless, he 
should exert greater care. I take 
the liberty to speak like this be-
cause, in all probability, I have been 
in contact with as many emigrants as 
you, and count among my good friends 
as many emigrants as you do. 
Eventually, Kohl inserts into his let-

ter a gratuitous plug for the Lindbergha, 
upbraiding Dr. George for what he terms 

the very dubious manner in which you 
have treated one of the most beauti-
ful documents of American literature, 
the "Prayer for Peace", by Ann Morrow 
Lindbergh. 

Then, Kohl refers to a rather surpris-
ing coincidence. He just 

happened to be in the office of the 
American Fellowship Forum when the 
letter from Consul Scholz arrived.... 
Someone....must-have taken the scraps 
of paper from the waste basket and 
pasted them together.... 

Shades of a Master  Mind 

Now here again the fine Italian hand of George Sylvester Viereck becomes visible. Author of a confessional volume entitled "Spreading Germs of Hate" 
(illustration on page 6), describing his pro-Kaiser exploits during World War 
I, Viereck, in the course of practically a whole lifetime of propagandizing 
pan-Germanism, has invented certain tricks of his trade of which he is inor-
dinately proud. One of them might be termed "waste-basket consciousness". 
On this subject, Viereck offers the advice that it is not sufficient to tear 
up incriminating letters, but that scraps of them must never be dropped into 
the same waste basket, 'Fragments should always be divided between at least 
two waste baskets not in too close proximity to each other or, better still, 
scattered while walking along the street or -- safest of all -- burned. 
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Facsimile of second page of Dr. 
E. F. Kohl's letter to L. Man-
fred George, editor of "Der 
Aufbau". Story on page Z 
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In the course of his letter, Kohl resorts to the usual device of confound-ing anti-Nazism with anti-Semitism. This association of ideas is a dead give-away, clearly revealing the trend of Kohl's mind. The so-called Jewish ques-tion was never referred to by so much as one word in the original NEWS LETTER story, nor in the Aufbau story, based on it. Nevertheless, Kohl reproaches Dro George, as follows: 

....Of course, you sense anti-Semitism behind everything. I, too, 
consider this problem one of the most important for America. It is too 
bad that circles which are honestly trying to find a solution to the pro-
blem are not receiving any cooperation from the people from whom it could 
be most expected -- namely, Americans of Jewish faith. As long as 
have something to do with it, our periodical will never permit its pages 
to create, or to aggravate, racial differences. But if this is not enough 
to satisfy you, and if you should demand that everyone here -- especially 
if he comes from Central Europe -- must be an absolute hater and an °Anti", then, of course, I cannot go along, because then we would do exactly what 
the Bohles and their colleagues would like us to do, namely: Coordinate 
Germandom with National Socialism. 

By throwing in Ernest Wilhelm Bohle 8) 
-- who is in charge of the Nazi Ao Oo (For-
eign Country Organization) -- Kohl dresses 
up his letter With the alickest Red Herring 
imaginable. By this psychological twist, 
he apparently disavowa any connection with, 
or approval of, Nazi propaganda tactics as 
employed in the United States° However, 
feeling secure in the knowledge that he has 
pulled a "fast one", he skids badly when he 
finishes this particular paragraph with the 
implied threat that if Dr. George, et al --
supposedly including News Research Servicel 

do not mend their ways, Germandom  Aria 
National  Socialism  (in the UnitedMIT-ii)-- Taid:aCtualli7gTome coordinated. 

NEWS LETTER "Under Fire" 

On February 5th, continuing his counter-
attack against AufbaU and NEWS LETTER, Kohl 
wrote a letter to NRS, this time in Ehgli6h, 
in which he closely followed the same tac-
tics to which he resorted when he addressed 
Dr. George. He starts by again stressing 
the fact that the Aufbau is a publication 
which he has received ever since its incep-
tion. Then the usual philo-Semitic red 
herring follows, phrased in these words: 

....Many of its (Aufbau) readers are 
close plends of mine. I am happy to 
say that I have been able to help many 
of them in Met?' di.stre8s• 

Again Kohl assumes a patronizing atti-
tude which, at the same time, constitutes 
an implied threat, and writes: 
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Reproduction of title 
page of G. S. Viereok's 
confessional "Spreading 
Germs of Hate". It is 
in this book that Viereck 
rather proudly relates 
his propagandistic ex 
ploits during the Kai-' 
serfs War, before and 
after the United States 
entered the conflict 
Story on page 4, 
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ReprodUction of letter to Dr. P. E. Au-
hagen, advising him of arrival of check 
from Germanys  

Page 60 

My answer to your "exposure" went to Mr. 
Manfred George, the editor of the weekly. I 
felt I should warn my friends not to fall in-
to a trap. They had enough experience in 
Europe with Goebbels, Hi=ler and the Gestapo. 
I also want them to learn that the United 
States is different and wants to remain dif-
ferent. We regard it as un-American (1) to 
imitate, on our (1) soil, Gestapo or OGPU 
methods; to pilfer the mail of fellow coun-
trymen (1), to slander them, telling half 
truths about them, before checking very care-
fully on all underlying facts. It is my sin-
cere wish that my friends and their fellow 
sufferers purge themselves of the poison they 
had to swallow in small or large quantities in 
Europe during the last seven years. In many 
instances, it had a devastating effect and 
leaves us with the impression that Goebbels 
left an indelible mark on our Jewish refu-
gees. After all, hate is only love in re-
verse. We here do not have to wear masks. 
Our Americanism is sincere and deeply root-
ed. we belt-eve that it is our dutw to con-
tribute only constructive work in behalf of 
our country.  (Emphasis by NRS) It is the 
privilege of any man or woman, who wants to 
learn something about our groups and their 
personals (sicl) to receive full information 
about every phase and development, 

Assuming that their counter-attack had completely squelched their first ob-
jective, i.e., the Aufbau, and that their barrage could now be directed at NEWS 
LETTER, Dr. Kohl's sortie was presently supported by another letter received by 
NRS. It came from none other than Herr Doktor Herbert Scholz. Following the 

all too familiar camouflage pattern, 
the Reich Consul's statement under 
(3) over-stresses his democratic ort, 
entation to such an extent as to be-
come improbable, when he says: 

think I have the liber-
ty and right to say this to any 
.American citizen who communicates 
with me regardless whether he is 
a publisher, my deUtist or my 
banker. "Problems" exist, as far 
as I can conceive, in many lines 
of human life. 

"This", in Dr. Scholz' letters  
refers to his promise in his letter 
to Auhagen that he will 

not neglect to telephone you the 
next time that I am in New York, 
so that we may discuss various 

'problems. 



Phcsimile of letter 
addressed to Dr. F. 
derscoring by NRS) 

by Edmond F. Kohl, 
E. Auhagen. 	(04- 
Story on page 8. 
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Page 7. 
The Man Who "Cannot See" 

Indeed, the Herr Konsul, according to his letter 

cannot see why the expression "so that we may discuss various problems" 
can furnish proof that Dr. Auhagen is actually guided by the advice of 
Reich-officials. 
Under Point (2), Dr. Scholz indulges in a definite misstatement by pro-

testing that again 

....I cannot see why the opening "Dear Auhagenl" should testify to 
the closest cooperation between Auhagen and myself. In fact, if I ad-
dress somebody like this in German, it is rather formal, otherwise I 
would call him Freddy, Fred or Fritz. (His first name is Friedrich, 
as far as I know.) 

Dr. Scholz, born and bred in Ger-
many and completely imbued with the 
spirit of the Fatherland, cannot help 
knowing that the formal way to ad-
dress Auhagen would have be Sehr 
geehrter Herr Doktor Auhagen (Very 
esteemed Dr. Auhagen). If a German 
government official in a letter on 
official stationery, addresses some-
one as Dear Auhagen", it may abso-
lutely be taken for granted that he 
is on intimate terms with that parti-
cular person. To make a statement to 
the contrary is as incorrect as it is 
fallacious of Dr. Scholz. Surely, if 
Auhagen was a stranger to him and he 
was merely conforMing to 

a well known and polite custom to 
thank a publisher who sends you a 
copy of a new magazine, regardless 
whether it is a'. political or other 
publication, 

he certainly would not have blatant-
ly overstepped the boundaries of Ger-
man custom by addressing this "strang- 
	 er" so familiarly as "Dear Auhagen"1: 
hagen was by no means a stranger to of- Besides, as shall be proved presently, Au 

ficial Germany (see pages 8 and 10.) 

Not only Dr. Scholz rushed into the fray, but also Herr George Sylvester 
Viereck. Indeed, he acted as vanguard when writing to NRS a letter (facsimile on page 1) which is completely self-explanatory. 'For good measure, it contains 
one of Viereck's "inimitable touches" in its very last paragraph, where he asks 
for "at least two more copies of #41 for my files and my scrap book". He most 
assuredly would need "at least two": One for his personal scrap book and an-
other for his boss, Doktor Goebbels. 

It is a rule of the Reich Propaganda Ministry that their agents in foreign countries must, from time to time, submit printed evidence showing to what ex-
tent they have exerted, and made martyrs of, themselves in the interest of the 
Fatherland. Viereck is admittedly-an agent of a foreign principal in the mean-
ing of the McCormack Law. After being shown up as such by NRS on September 14, 1939, he eventually coMplie&with this law and filed his name with the Depart.- 
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'ear Mi. Zapp: 
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ment of State, as described in NEWS LETTER of October 26, 1939 and August 28, 
1940. 

hnRascAlas_taJEI____ NRS.... 

With the publication of the so-called Dies White Book, all protestations 
on the part of Herren Auhagen, Kohl, Viereck, et al, have been proved com-
pletely fallacious; at the same time, it is borne out that NRS was absolutely 
correct in all its statements. 

As regards Auhagen and his connections with the German government, there 
is now on public record an advice (illustration on yege 6) from the Corn Ex-
change Bank and Trust Company of New York City to the Royal Bank of Canada, 
acknowledging remittance from Germany to Auhagen. 

Pacsimile of letter of advice by Georpq 
[ Sylvester Viereok, addressed to Br. Man- 

fred Zapp of Transocean Service. Story 
In reference to Viereck, on this page. 	one  

of the documents now on file is a 
letter of advice (illustration on this page), dated April 11, 1939. As shown 
in NEWS LETTER of August 28, 1940, Viereck had hired himself out to Dr. Heinz 
Beller 9), representing the Nazi authorities in this transaction, to be "at 
your disposal for editorial conferences whenever mutually convenient". That 
particular letter of Viereck's, accepting the propaganda assignment from the 
Nazis, was brimful of his "inimitable" and, at the same time, unmistakable 
touches. It was indited in exactly the same i'ltn of caution in which Viereck 
wrote to Manfred Zapp 10)  of "Transocean SerViC " 11 ), treating him to advice 
which only a veteran propagandist could offer on how to overcome the resist-
ance of the American press against Goebbels-condocted Transocean "news'''.  

This check is only one of many, 
all proving how closely Auhagen and 
the German government cooperated, 
making it altogether clear why Dr. 
Scholz enjoyed such friendly relar 
tions with the publisher of pro-
Nazi "Today's Challenge", address.= 
ing him so familiarly. 

Additional records now confirm 
the fact that Auhagen and Kohl were 
working hand in hand. In view of 
this, it is not the least bit sur-
prising that, as Kohl wrote in hid 
letter to Dr. George, he "happenect 
to be in the office of the American 
Fellowship Forum" when Consul 
Scholz' letter arrived. 

For a medical man, Kohl, in 
his correspondence with Auhagen, 
certainly revealed that he pos-
sesses a mentality. which paralle 
that of a member of Ritler's gen.=-  
era! staff. This is graphically 
borne out in his letter (illustra-
tion on page 7) to Auhagen, dated 
April 22, 1939, especially in a 
line which orders Auhagen: 

Put Mr. Graigen on the spot! 
Tell him to give money and 
men with money. No words: 
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There is nothing in Viereck's letter to Zapp -- analogous to the letter 
which Viereck wrote to Beller -- that he could not explain away if necessary. 
It indicates that Viereck, knowing the American press, its customs and idio” 
syncracies, is regarded by the Nazis as the most expert adviser on propaganda 
matters they could hire in this country. 

However, it seems that, despite Viereck's expert advice, Transocean Ser-
vice did not succeed in infiltrating the American press front. When sales re-
sistance became too sustained, Zapp wrote to Regierungsrat (State Counselor) 
Gfinther Altenburg of the Reich Foreign Office (illustration on this page). 
This was after the outbreak of the war, and meanwhile Zapp had certainly acted 
on VierecUTTIdvice. Nevertheless, Transocean had not made much progress. 
Summing up his negative results when approaching American newspapers, Zapp 

wrote as follows to the Berlin Nazi 
official, according to the trans-
lations 
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Facsimile of 
addressed to 
or) Guenther 

memorandum by Dr. Manfred Zapp 
"Regierungarat" (State Counsel- 
Altenburg. Story on this page. 

I am trying to take advantage 
of current conditions and make 
people curious about Transo-
cean. If we can provide more 
first-rate material and more 
news than the others, such as 
AP and UP, we shall be able in 
time to attain our objective 
here. It will be necessary to 
develop our Transocean service 
in Berlin so as to provide 
more exclusive news -- news 
that is not available to AP 
and UP. I have the impression 
that we Germans continue to 
make the mistake of being more 
courteous to foreigners than 
to our own fellow countrymen, 
and as an indication of this 
we give foreign agencies earl-
ier and better opportunities 
than we give German agencies. 
If we could get Transocean re-
porters to go to the front and 
interview generals as well as 
privates, that would be exclu-
sive news that we could get 
into the American press. The 
same would be true of inter-
views with, and statements 
made by, U-boat commanders. 
It would all take an enormous 
amount of time, effort, hard 
work and the conquest of op-
position. But without it we 
cannot count on success. to 
effort, no monetary sacrifice 
that would bring us n=arer to 
our goal ought to be consid-
ered too great. If you could 
support Transocean in dais, 
you certainly would so some-
thing really worthwhile:7(tthi-
derscoring by ARS) 



Page 10. 

"Something really worthwhile" refers, of course, to 'Zapp's endeavor to 
infiltrate the United States with Nazi ideology. This is the cherished goal 
of the Auhagens, Kohls, Viereck's, et al, when they speak of "our country" 
in reference to the United States. What they really mean — and they are 
proving it right along by their very actions -- is Unser Amerika 12) in 
the sense in which Colin Ross 13) used this term as the title for his most 
brazen propaganda volume. 

Although their tongue-in-cheek "Americanism" has been evident ever since 
they went to work, boring from within the United States and spreading their 
germs of hate toward national disunion, they wrapped themselves so smugly 
in Old Glory as to scare off many a publisher from printing the truth as he 
knew it. Others, refusing to be intimidated, were threatened with libel 
suits. It is interesting to note that, although many of these actions have 
been threatened, most of them were withdrawn before trial date, and that NOT 
ONE OF THEM WAS WON  in ttr face of evidence, ready for submission to the 
court. 

Nevertheless, US Nazis of variegated hues still continue to misuse the 
American flag for camouflage purposes. They must be watched all the closer 
since, with their Day of Judgment near, they are liable to resort to more 
and more protective coloring to escape detection. 

Front and back of one of a whole sheaf of cancelled checks, proving that Auhagen received monies through one "Dr. Johannsen, Hamburg". Employment{ of go-betweens is the usual procedure by which the Reich Propaganda Mints-, try tries to cover its tracks. 
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