
Appel Board 
Voids Ouster of 
Harry Bridges 

argeniit0 
Examiner's Finding 
CIO Chief Is Red 

A recommendation that Harry 
R. Bridges, Australian-born. CIO 
West Coast leader, be deported as 
a Communist who favors the over-
throw of the American form of 
government, was rejected yester-
day by the Immigration Board. 

The board's vote was unani-
Mous, with four of its members, 
J. A. Fanelli, Robert M. Charles, 
Thomas C. Finucane and Thomas 
Itt. Cooley 3, all voting to set aside 
the findings by Special Examiner 
Charles B. Sears that Bridges was 
a Communist. 

Ashurst Fails to Vote 

The fifth board member, former 
U. S. Senator Henry P. Ashurst 
(D.), of Arizona, did not vote be-
cause of anti-Bridges speedhes he 
had made in Congress. 

The decision, contained in a 99• 
page pamphlet which urged that 
a Bridges arrest warrant be voided 
and proceedings against him 
dropped, was submitted to Attor-
ney General Francis Biddle: He 
may approve it, order a new hear-
ing, or reject it and revert to 
Sears' recommendations. - 

The board's findings evoked a 
statement from Senator Joseph.H. 
Ball (R.), of Minnesota, a mem-
ber of the Upper liouse's Labor 
Committee, that "the nation would 
I e a lot better off if we ,got rid 
of Bridges." 

Beynolds' reaction 

Senator Robert R. Reynolds 
(DJ., of North Carolina, head of 
the Military Affairs Committee, 
declared that the board's rejec-
tion "throws the matter into the 
lap of the American people," and 
asserted he would make no fur-
ther effort to get Bridges deported, 
since the Senate twice voted down 
a deportation bill against the labor 
boss. 

His views were supported by Sen-
ator Allen J. Ellender (D.), of 
Louisiana, who said he had always 
felt that "it is wrong for Congress 
to particularize in connection with 
any individual." 

Declaring himself "gratified 
With the decision," Senator Sheri-
dan Downey (D.), of California, 
said it would unify labor on the 
Pacific Coast and would "act as a 
stimulant to all-out defense produc-
tion." 

Will Demand.. Probe 

One of his -Colleagues in the 
lower house, Representative Le-
land M. Ford.,(R.), of California, 
who has consistently denounced 
Bridges, promised he would de-
mand a congressional 'investiga-
tion of the whole case, and Repre-
sentative A. Leonard Allen (D.), of 
Louisiana, served notice that he 
would press for. Senate action on 
his bill to oust Bridges from the 
country. 

Bridges, who led maritime work-
ers on the Pacific Coast in some 
of -their most successful strikes, 
has applied for American citizen-
ship three times, but has never 
carried his petition through to 
naturalization. 

His case became a cause celebre 
in CIO circles three years ago and 
led to charges by Ford that he was 
being protected by powerful offi-
cial interest& 

Sears' report, a 187-page volume 
Which summarized 7,546 pages of 
testimony, accused Bridges of hav- 
ing admitted to Harry Lundeberg, 
secretary-treasurer of the Seamen's 
Union of the Pacifit, that he had 
been a Communist. 
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