
rVerdict on Bridges May Have 
Echo in Congressional Quiz 

Associated Press *11=121E10TO 
Harry Bridges, West Coait C. I. 0. leader, is all smiles as he 
ieads telegrams of congratulations after James M. Landis, 
dean of Harvard Law School, who presidedtat a Labor Depart-
ment hearing, held Bridges not a Communist. If the report 
is accepted, a warrant for Bridges' deportation would be 

canceled 
By the Associated Press 

The door to deportation of Harry 
Bridges, Australian-boa West Coast 
C. I. 0. leader, appeared last night to 
have been closed by a trial examin-
er's finding that 'he is not a Com-
munist, but there were indications 
that the decision might have reper-
cussions in, Congress..  

The reaction of legislators already 
here for the session beginning next 
week was varied, but some were 
frankly incredulous that Dean 
James M. Landis of Harvard law 
school, who sat as a special Labor 
Department examiner in the Bridges 
case, could have cleared him of 
any affiliatioxt—with-the-Garamunist 
Partyept' 



Representative Dempsey (Den)* 
Oat), of New Mexico, commented 

at the House Committee on un-
merican Activities had "rathe 

onclusive" testimony that Brid 
d been a Communist an.  

be 
But Senator BUrke (Democrat), of 

Nebraska, one of the group of law-
makers who have urged that Bridges 
be deported, said he was "rather 
surprised, but I must assume that 
Dean Landis examined the evidence 
very carefully in every way." 
Capper Doubtful 

Senator Capper' (Republican), of. 
Kanasas, a member of the Senate 
Immigration .ComMittee,said 'he 
would. be  ,"a little doubtftil" of the 
Landis concluSion, but that he did 

'w not know 'whether it was Of suffi-
cient importance "for CongresS to 
dig into it" . 

It was accepted at the Capitol as 
a foregone conclusion that Secre-
tary of Latter _Perkins would not 
reject the *findings of Landis—in 
the absence , bf some development 
indicating hp had been misled dur-
ing the lengthy hearings he con-
ducted on the West Coast. 

If Miss Perkins accepts the repOrt, 
the • deportation warrant issued 
against Bridges in March, 1938, will 
be canceled. The warrant was 
based on the allegation that Bridges 
was a Commimist. 

In an 80,000-word report, Landis 
summed up his estimate of the 
West Coast labor leader in these 
words; "That Bridges' aims are en-
ergetically radical may be admitted. 
but the proof fails to establish that 
the methods he seeks to employ to 
realize them are other than those 
that the framwork of democratic 
and constitutional government per 
mits." 

The trial examiner found that 
Bridges had frequently "welcomed" 
aid and helP from Communisits 
during strikes; that he had associ-
ated "with.persons\ admittedly Com-
munists;" that he syMpathized "with 
many of the objectives that the 
Communist Party at times has em-
braced," and that he refused to dis-
criminate among Communist mem-
bers of his unions. He added: 

"Persons engaged in bitter in-
dustrial struggles tend to seek help 
and assistance from. every available 
source. But the intermittent solici-
tation and acceptance _of such help 
must be shown to have ripened into 
those bonds of mutual cooperation 
and alliance that entail continuing 
reciprocal duties and responsibil-
ities before they can be deemed to 
come within the statutory require-
ment of affiliation. 

"The evidence falls short of the 
statutory definition bf affiliation." 

Castigates Witnesses 
The trial examiner rejected the 

testimony of most of the 31 wit-
nesses who ',appeared against 
Bridges. 

These included American Legion 
leaders, city and State police, and 
numerous others who said they had 
seen Bridges at meetings restricted 
to Communist Party membera, had 
heard him tell of his Membership, 
and testified that 13ridges used a 
party name "Rossi" allegedly after 
San Francisco's conservative mayor. 

Landis despribed one witness as a 
"self-confetsetU liar?! One he said 
Was "neither a' candid nor a forth-
right witness." Of` another'i testi-
mony he declared, --"in evasion, 
qtialification and contradiction, it is 
almost unique:" Commenting on 
witness stand story of a police of-
ficer, he added "the conclusion is 
inescapable ,that his testimony is 
far from reliable." 

The report called attention to de-
fknse contentions that ;these wit-
nessee mid others were engaged in a 
conspiracy to "get rid of Bridges 
because of his admittedly militant 
and radical labor- leadership." 

Amongthe principal witnesses for 
the Government. were Maj. Lau-
rende A. Milner, Portland, Oreg.;  a.  
National Guard officer; John. 
Leech, a Los Angeles painter; ar-
per Knowles, who headed the Cali-
fornia American Legion's radical 
reseaCh comuniftee, and Capt. John 
J. Keegan, of the Portland (Oreg.) 
Police Department. 

The report 'Said that there was no 
question about 'Bridges being an 
alien. c  It added that he landed in 
San Francisco in 	1920, and 

&IA aril for naturalization 

in 1921, but was denied final papers. 
in 1928-because the seven-year filing 
period had lapsed. 	First papers 
were filed again In 1928, and again 
permitted to lapse. A new appli-
cation, filed in 1936, is pending 
Two Issues Involved 

The hearing by Landis presented 
two questions: First, was Bridges at 
the time the warrant was issued af-
filiated with the Communist Party; 
second, is the Communist Party an 
organization advocating, overthrow 
Of this Government by violence. 

andis did not make any findings 
as to the second question, holding 
that it was unnecessary in view of 
his decision that the evidence "estab-
lishes neither that Harry R. Bridges 
is a member nor affiliated with the 
Communist Party of the United 
States of America." 

The trial examiner made clear 
that he gave great weight, when 
reaching his decision, to Bridges' 
own statement of his political be-
lies. 

"It was given not only without 
reserve," the statement said. "but 
vigorously as dogma and faiths of 
which the man was proud and which 
represented in his mind the aims of 
his existence. 

"It was a fighting apologia that I 
refused to temper itself to the winds' 

of caution. It was an avowal of 
sympathy with many of the objec-
tives that the Communist Party 
at times has embraced, an expres-
sion of disbelief that •the methods 
they wished to employ were as revo-
lutionary as they generally seem, 
but it was unequivocal in its dis-
trust of 'tactics other-than those that , 
are generally included within the 
concepts of democratic methods." 

Bridges expressed himself as 
"very happy" about the findings. 
Wants to Be Citizen 

San Francisco, Dec. 30 W.—Harry 
Bridges, California C. I. O. leader, 
said today mnow'that obstacles have 
been cleared away" by Dean JaMes 
M. Landis' report on deportation 
charges against him, "I shall seek 
naturalization at the earliest possi-
ble moment." 

"I have long desired_to become 
an American citizen," he said in a 
written statement. "It should now 
be obvious through the disclosures 
of the proceedings, why I, have been 
unable to fulfill that desire' 

(Bridges has .filed notice of his 
intention to become naturalized 
three times since he -came to this 
country from Australia in.1920. The 
first two he allowed to. lapse and 
the third was filed in recent months.) 


