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1951  
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kto4k s evAct re- 	• 

cart:cle4. 
Priscilla Johnson, a journalist, interviewed Lee H. 
Oswald in 1959 after his defection to the Soviet 
Union. - 

DETAILS OF INVESTIGATION  

This investigation is predicated on telephone call November 29, 1963 from 
ASAIC Sweeney, Boston to ASAIC Jukes advising of a request' received fro, 
Houck, Protective Research Section, to interview lass Priscilla Johnso, residing 
in Cambridge, Massachusetts. ASAIC Sweeney stated-inquiry disclosed hiss - 
Johnson was residing in New York, telephone OR 6-2620. ASAIC Jukes telephoned 
this number and ascertained Miss Johnson was residing on Peeks Lane in Locust 
Valley. New York.' 

Oisi.WOhnso&Was interviewed on November 30, 1963 at her home in Locust 
Valley. 'She is presently attending the Russian Research Center at Harvard 
University studying Soviet Literature. In 1959 she was employed as a corres-
pondent 'for the North Americ Tewspaper Al iance, with offices in New York City, 
and was representing that firm in Moscow when she was given the assignment of 
interviewing Lee H. Oswa who had defected to the Soviet Union> She recalled • 
interviewing Lee H. Oswi2B7et the Hotel Metropole in Moscow advising she was 
aware. 0Swald's roOm'had been wired. Accordingly; she exercised care in ques-. 
tioning hit, especially since he informed her the Soviet authorities had 
instructed him not to permit any interviews by the American press and he was 
violating.their ufrustif. 
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Miss Johnson had retained the notes she took at the time of her interview with Oswald and exhibited copies of articles she wrote appearing in the Boston Sunday Globe of November 24, 1963 and the Christian Science Monitor of 

November 26, 1963 relating to her interview with Oswald. The articles are self-explanatory. 

According to Miss Johnson, Oswald in her opinion was a "loner", a- person who did not mix socially and kept to himself very much. He was a self-taught Marxist who stated he had read Marx's book, Das Capital, when he was only fifteen years of age. He taught himself to read and write Russian and his decision to defect arose out of his bitterness toward the United States, particularly the plight of the American negro and the exploitation of workers. He was reared in poverty and his mother, a widow, had worked extremely hard to bring up her family. He also expressed resentment at his treatment by the U. S. Maxine Corps and accused the United States of military imperialism. He informed Miss Johnson that he had petitioned the Soviet Government for citizen-ship and stated he had no intention of ever returning to the United States. 

Miss Johnson stated she questioned him about the manner in which he traveled to Russia suggesting that he must have been aided. by other persons or organizations. He specifically stated he made the trip on his own initiative on monies he had saved while in the Marine Corps and that be positively did not receive assistance from any persons or organizations. She attempted to impress upon him the folly of his actions and in a roundabout manner tried to get him to change'his mind about defecting but without success. She concluded that he was a fanatic and that further attempts to dissuade him from seeking Russian citizenship would be futile. 

In her description of Oswald, Miss Johnson stated he was touching, likeable and quiet. She felt he was a malcontent who was unsure of himself and probably would be unhappy wherever he was. Although she considered him d fanatic, she -did not think he would resort to violence. She doe's not know whether he had . been questioned by the Soviet Secret Police but obviously he had received some instructions from a Soviet authority concerning his activities while in Russia. • He stayed very close to the hotel and according to.hia aim statement, he did not ,attempt to establish friendship with any Russians. 

Oswald promised to let her know if be was leaving the hotel. When she inquired at the hotel for him two days later she found he had disappeared and concluded the Soviet authorities had whisked him away having naturally learned of the interview. She has not seen him since. 

Miss Johnson stated she was interviewed November 23, 1963 by FBI Agents Curry and Sullivan in Boston and that she gave them a deposition concerning her interview with Oswald. Sheas leaving New York on December 1st for Boston 
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and on the following day, December.2 is flying to Washingtonwtere she has 

an appointment with Nr. Andrew Lowenfeld of the State Department. Mr.
 

Lowenfeld works in the office of-a Mr. Shea, a legal counsel for the S
tate 

Department. Ubile in Washington she will be staying with her brother,
 Stewart 

H. Johnson, Jr. at 2906 N. Street, N.W. and expects to remain there un
til the 

end of the week. 

Verifax copies were made of the newspaper articles previously referred
 to, 

and the notes made by Miss Johnson at the time she interviewed Oswald 
and are 

being forwarded with this report. 

ATTACHMENTS  

Copies of 2 newspaper articles 
Copies of Miss Johnson's notes • 

GJSImm 
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Interview
 W

ith Suspect O
sw

ald in M
oscow

.  in 1959' 

'T
he Stuff of W

hich 
T

h
e au

th
o

r w
as M

o
sco

w
 C

o
rresp

o
n

d
en

t fo
r N

A
N

A
 

is 1959. A
 few

 years before, in 1953, she had been research 
assistan

t o
n

 V
iet N

am
 fo

r Jo
h

n
 P

. K
en

n
ed

y, th
en

 a 
senator. S

he is perhaps the only person to have been good 
frien

d
s w

ith
 b

o
th

 th
e late P

resid
en

t an
d

 h
is in

stead
 

assassin. S
he is today a free-lance w

riter on S
oviet affair:. 

, 	
B

y P
R

IS
C

IL
L

A
 JO

H
N

S
O

N
 

Itoorrtollt. legs. n
est. G

lob
s, N

orth
 M

on
k

. N
e 	

 A
tli 	

 
C

A
M

B
R

ID
G

E
, M

ass.—
"F

or tw
o years n

ow
 I h

ave 
b

een
 w

a
itin

g
 to

 d
o

 th
is o

n
e th

in
g

. T
o d

issolve m
y 

A
m

erican
 citizen

sh
ip

 an
d

 b
ecom

e a 
citizen

 o
f th

e 
S

oviet U
n

ion
."

 

T
h

e tim
e w

as N
ovem

b
er, 1959. T

h
e p

lace w
as m

y 
room

 on
 th

e th
ird

 floor of M
oscow

's H
otel M

etrop
ol. 

T
h

e sp
eak

er w
as L

ee H
arvey O

sw
ald

, p
rim

e su
sp

ect 
in th

e assassin
ation

 of Joh
n

 F
. K

en
n

ed
y. 

W
ith

 h
is su

it of ch
arcoal gray flan

n
el, d

ark
 tie 

an
d

 ta
n

 cash
m

ere sw
eater. L

ee look
ed

, an
d

 sou
n

d
ed

 
lik

e Joe C
ollege w

ith
 a sligh

t sou
th

ern
 d

raw
l. B

u
t 

h
is life h

ad
n

't b
een

 th
at of a typ

ical college b
oy. 

H
is la

th
er, a

n
 in

su
ra

n
ce sittin

g
 a

lo
n

e in
 h

is h
o
le: ro

o
m

. 
sa

lesm
a
n

, d
ied

 b
efo

re h
e w

a
s'ju

st o
n

e flo
o
r b

ein
w

 
m

ine at 
born. 

R
a
ise

d
 in

 T
e
x
a
s a

n
d

 th
e
 M

e
tr

o
p

o
l. H

e
 h

a
d

 n
o
 

L
o

u
isia

n
a

, th
e b

o
y

 sp
en

t tw
o

 frien
d

s in
 R

u
ssia

 a
n

d
 h

e d
id

n
't 

y
ea

rs in
 N

ew
 Y

o
rk

 d
u

rin
g

 h
is•sp

ea
k

 a
 w

o
rd

 o
f th

e la
n

g
u

a
g

e. 
e
a
r
ly

 te
e
n

s. A
t 1

7
, h

e
 e

n
-lh

e
 o

n
ly

 sig
h

tse
e
in

g
 h

e
'd

 d
o
n

e
 

listed
 In

 th
e U

.S
. M

a
rin

es. 	
:w

a
s to

 "
D

etsk
y

 
M

tr,"
 a

 chil- 
1
 d

id
 it,"

 h
e sa

id
. "

b
eca

u
sed

ren
's sto

re o
n

e b
lo

ck
 fro

m
 o

u
r 

w
e W

eir p
oor an

d
 I d

id
n

't w
an

t h
o

te
l. H

e
'd

 m
a

n
a

g
e
d

 to
 b

u
y

 
to

 b
e a

 h
u

rd
en

 o
n

 m
y
 m

o
th

er."
.a

n
 ice crea

m
 co

n
e th

ere, h
e 

L
ater, 

h
e 

sp
en

t 1
4
 m

o
n

th
s a

s to
ld

 m
e p

ro
u

d
ly

. 
a 

licen
sed

 ra
d

a
r o

p
era

to
r 

in 
th

e F
a
r E

a
st. 
	

M
 w

e
 s

a
t M

 m
y
, b

e
te

l 
in

 S
e
p

te
m

b
e
r
, 1

9
5
9
, h

is r
o
o
m

 a
ll e

v
e
n

in
g
 a

n
d

 In
to

 
th

ree-y
ea

r h
itch

 
n

early 
d

o
n

e, th
e ea

rly
 h

o
u

rs o
f m

o
rn

in
g

, 
th

e M
a
rin

es g
a
v
e L

ee 
a 

d
e
- h

e
 ta

lk
e
d

 q
u

ie
tly

 a
b

o
u

t .h
is 

p
en

d
en

cy
 d

isch
a
rg

e. J
u

st o
n

e 
plan

s 
to

 d
e
fe

c
t to

 R
u

ssia
, 

m
o
n

th
 la

ter, a
fter a

n
 ex

h
a
u

st.; H
o
w

ev
er, I so

o
n

 ca
m

e to
 

feel 
ing trip

 b
y

 la
n

d
, sea

 a
n

d
 a

te., th
a

t th
is b

o
y

 w
a

s o
f th

e stu
ff 

he 
a
rriv

ed
 in

 
M

oscow
 

to
 p

e-i  o
f w

h
ich

 fa
n

a
tics a

re m
a

d
e. 

W
in

n
 th

e
 S

u
p

r
e
m

e
 S

o
v

ie
t• 

b
ig

n
ess leg

isla
tiv

e b
o
d

y
 in

 th
e, E

v
en

 th
o
u

g
h

 R
u

ssia
n

 o
fficia

ls 
U

.S
.S

.R
., for S

oviet citizensh3P
..w

arned hiriz S
o

v
iet citizen

sh
ip

 
S

aw
 F

an
atic 	

'is n
o
t ea

sy
 to

 o
b

ta
in

, L
ee w

a
s 

F
o

r d
a

y
s. O

sw
a

ld
 had been

 a
lrea

d
y

 referrin
g

 to
 th

e S
o

v
iet 

G
overn

m
en

t as "
m

y govern
- h

e "
h

ad
 a 

c
h

a
n

c
e
 to

 w
a

tc
h

 
m

en
:_"

 "
B

u
t,"

 said L
ee, "

E
ven

 A
m

erica
n

 m
ilita

rist Im
p

eria
l-

if I a
m

 n
o
t a

ccep
ted

, o
n

 n
o
 a

s. in
n

 in
 a

ctio
n

."
 

h
ere, if n

ecessa
ry

, a
s a

 resid
en

t 
alien

."
 

d
ik

ta
ts

' 	
gen 

g
ettin

g
 rea

d
y

 
to

 g
o
 to

 

c
o
u

n
t w

ill I go 
b

a
c
k

 to
 th

e
 	

Y
ear 'a P

lan
n

in
g 

U
n

ited
 S

ta
tes, I sh

a
ll rem

ain 
F

u
lly

 a
 y

ea
r b

efo
re, L

ee b
e-

. w
ou

ld
 R

u
ssia

. U
sin

g
 a

 B
erlitz gram

-. 

	

A
ll S

o
v
ie

t 	
tats 

p
ro

m
ise a

t th
e tim

e w
a
s th

a
t m

a
r, h

e ta
u

g
h

t h
im

self to
 rea

d
 

a
n

d
 w

rite R
u

ssia
n

. N
ev

er, 
--st 

L
ee co

u
ld

 
sta

y 
on 

In 
R

ussia 
, 

w
h

eth
er o

r n
o
t he 

b
eca

m
e a

 L
ee a

 n
ice-lo

o
k

in
g
 y

o
u

n
g
 

 
citizen

. M
ea

n
w

h
ile, th

ey
 w

ere w
ith

 g
ra

y
 ey

es a
n

d
 b

ro
w

n
: 

In
vestigatin

g
  th

e
 

p
o

ssib
ility

  h
a
ir, d

id
 h

e co
n

sid
er d

esertin
g
 

o
f sen

d
in

g
 h

im
 to

 a
 S

o
v

iet th
e M

a
rin

e C
o

rp
s. 	

• 

officials m
igh

t
beethearntbSaor: 

h
ig

h
er tech

n
ica

l institute." 
vies 

A
t a

n
 

a
g

e
 w

h
e
n

 a
n

g
r
y

 
y

o
u

n
g

 r
e
b

e
ls a

ll 
o
v
e
r
 th

e  sa
ssed b

y
 h

is effo
rts to

 b
eco

m
e' 

w
o
rld

 fin
d

 relea
se in

 a
p

litg
 th

e  a
 c

itiz
e
n

 o
f th

e
ir

 c
o
u

n
tr

y
 

at 
b

ea
tn

ik
s, w

h
a
t b

ro
u

g
h

t th
is:a

 m
o
m

en
t 

w
h

en
 

R
u

ssia W
:15 

serio
u

s. su
ft-sp

o
k

en
 so

u
th

ern
  cu

ltiv
a
tin

g
 g

o
o
d

 rela
tio

n
s w

ith
' 

b
ey

 to
 M

o
sco

w
 w

ith
 n

o
 o

th
erlth

e U
n

ited
 S

ta
tes?

 	
• 	

•
 :

 
a

m
b

itio
n

 b
u

t to
 sp

en
d

 th
e restl R

u
ssia

n
 o

fficia
ls. h

e sa
id

,: 
o

f h
is life a

s a
 S

o
v

iet eitizen
?

i"
d

o
n

't en
co

u
ra

g
e a

n
d

 d
o

n
't d

is-,I 
E

v
id

en
tly

, it w
a
s a

 co
m

b
in

a
A

co
u

ra
g
e m

e."
 T

h
ey

 w
a
rn

ed
.; 

lio
n

 o
f p

o
v

erty
, th

e 
p

ligh
t o

f h
o
w

e
v
e
r
. th

a
t n

e
ith

e
r
 L

e
e
's' 

th
e U

. S
. N

eg
ro

, a
n

d
 th

e U
. S

 w
ish

. r."r 
th

eirs. w
o

u
ld

 d
v

er. 
M

arin
es. 

'triu
n

e w
h

eth
er his 

citizen
sh

ip
 

• 
la

p
p

licetio
n

 w
a

s to
 b

e a
ccep

ted
. 

"
M

y m
oth

er."
 said

 tee, I
m

o  ;T
h

ey
 sa

id
 it depended 

o
n

 th
e 

b
een

 
a

 w
o

rk
er a

ll h
er life. 	

p
o

litica
l a

tm
o

sp
h

ere 
S

h
e', a

 
g

o
o

d
 tra

m
p

le,"
 h

e a
t 

th
e m

o
m

en
t."

 M
ea

n
w

h
ile: 

w
ork

ers 
ad

d
ed

, 
	th

  
"

of w
eliU

n
ited

 
ath

ap
p

settu
  

S
tates."

 !t h o
f a
ey

 o
ffered

 L
ee th

e sa
n

etu
a
7
 

v  
 

p
ro

lo
n

g
ed

 sla
y

 
lie

 d
eclin

ed
 to

 ela
b

o
ra

te, 	
11.1.S.S.Rp. 

	

- 	
; 

"A
t the age of 111." he added] 

A
s 

fo
r o

fficia
ls a

t th
e V

.S
. 

"
a

fte
r
 w

a
tc

h
in

g
 th

e
 w

a
y

i E
m

b
a

ssy
 In

 M
o

sc
o

w
, th

e
y

, 
w

orkers 
a
re trea

ted
 in

 
N

ew
' w

e
re

 togrn
b

e
tire

e
n

  
to think. 

Y
o
rk

, a
n

d
 

N
egroes 

in
 th

e: afro to g
ive lice lim

e 
 

S
o

u
th

, I w
a

s lo
o

k
in

g
 fo

r a
 k

ey
, it o

v
er, a

n
d

 th
eir leg

a
l o

b
lig

e.; 
to

 m
y
 en

v
iro

n
m

en
t T

h
en

 II lio
n

 to
 h

ea
r h

is o
a
th

 rennune-
d

iscovered
 S

o
cialist literatu

re." 
in

g A
m

erican
 citizenship if he 

tar, 	
"

D
os 

Kpaaprattiariu.::. m
alt tett- 

lie
 c

o
n

c
lu

d
e
d

 th
a
t, a

s a
n

: L
e
e
 w

a
s b

itte
r
 a

t U
.S

. C
o
n

-
A

m
erm

a
n

, "
I w

o
u

ld
 b

eeo
m

e:su
l R

ich
a
rd

 
F.nytier. 

w
h

o. h
e 

eith
er a w

ork
er exp

loited
 for ch

arged
. 

sta
lled

 
h

ire w
h

en
 h

e. 
ca

p
ita

list p
ro

fit; 
or 

en
 ex

..a
tk

ert to
 ta

k
e th

e o
a
th

 o
n

 O
ct 

p
lo

iter o
r, sin

ce th
ere a

re::1
1

, th
e o

n
ly

 tim
e L

ee had b
een

 
m

a
n

y
 in

 th
is ca

teg
o

ry
, I'd 

b
e:a

t th
e E

m
b

a
ssy

. 
A

s a rcs.1:1, 
o
n

e o
f th

e u
n

em
p

lo
y
ed

."
 L

eelL
ee w

ou
ld

n
't 

g
o
 h

a
ck

 th
ere, 

b
ecam

e a M
arxist.

w
o
u

ld
 let th

e S
o
v
iet g

o
y
- 

L
a
ter, a

s a
 M

a
rin

e p
riv

a
te?

 er
n

m
e
n

t h
a
n

d
le

 le
g
a
l 

details.  
in Japan and th

e F
h

ilip
p

in
es.lw

h
en

. a
n

d
 tf, h

e becam
e a cit.. 



C
 

ianatics A
re. N

 the 

	

.‘.' ( .ten of the S
oviet U

nion.lshortcom
ings in M

oscow
, L

ee;he answ
ered w

hen I knocked,he w
oo' 
	

. 
1.• yeanw

hIle, he handed over his: insisted he w
ould never go at his door and w

hy, a few
'aiv

e /0
 

• • • 'passport to the A
m

erican E
m

.lback to the U
.S

.A
. "E

m
igre- hours later, he cam

e to see m
e m

e  kne. 
*
M

. 
Ition." he said, "isn

't ea
sy. I in m

y room
, I never learned. 

I asked L
ee If the,ordinary don't recom

m
end it to every.  

	

T
w

o
 c I 	

1 
ussiana he m

et expressed su
r• o

n
e. It m

ean
s co

in
in

g
 to

 a A
s o

u
r cen

v
ersatIO

n
 d

rew
 second 

, 	
, n

se at his desire to defect..new
 country, alw

ays being the to
 a  

;
 

• •. ' 'W
ell," h

e said
, "th

ey
're v

ery
lo

u
tsid

er, alw
ays having to. ad. and hacd°r

;wsairmat4r, IW
III

.ffliitAnt the w
en  

;
 

	

. ' . 
urlous and they ask site w

h
y
. ju

st. B
u
t to

 m
e. m

y
  reasons ant 

had al'iet .-ichiel  i - a
ir  - - of  elevator 	

• 
e added, "understand w

hen III'm
 doing right." 	

:utility. H
Isilluslonobe l w

as each
 co

y
 

B
u

t 
m

aterialist M
uscovites," are strong and good. I believe 

• 
sure, aw

aited him
. 	

O
sw

ald. 
peak of the Idealistic reasons: T

hat w
as w

hy L
ee w

ouldn't  
h
at b

ro
u
g
h
t m

e h
ere. A

id
answ

ee  th
e
 	

a know
,  

.',...... hey ask m
e m

any ctuestions. 	
p
h
o
n
e w

h
en

 h
is A

s h
e w

as leav
in

g
 'I ask

ed
 . 	

.. , 
.• bout conditions of w

orkers in W
orth, trying 

w
as calling from

 F
t. him

 to com
e see m

e again. T
he e• onet "

' .' 
he U

nited S
tates." 	

trying to plead 'w
ith:R

ussians, O
sw

ald told m
e, had 

'N
ever G

o B
ack' 	

refused to speak to any A
m

er. A
m

ericans. B
ut he prom

ised, pened t 

I'd w
o 

hint to return hom
e. H

e had w
arned that he m

ustn't talk to 
R

egardless of any m
aterial ican correspondents' Just _.h._ before closing the oor, that know

 	
. 


