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/ November 25, 1963 B |
/ 10:40am ' : R

TELEPHONE CONVERSATICN BETWEEN THE PRESIDENT-AND 7
MR, JOE ALSOP

LBJ: Joe?
JAr Yes, Mr. President.
LBI: I appreciate very much your calling,..
JB: Well, you know what I feel about you and you know how 1 ... well,

I put it all in the letter...

LBJ: ..he has ordared or will order during the day, probably right after
the funeral, a state court of inquiry headed by the Attorney General
which he will have associated with him one or two of the outstanding
civil liberties jurists in the country, perhaps Jarwarski who
represonted the Attornay Ganexal in thae 5th Circuit negro case or
some of tha trial lawysrs of Amaerica or Dean Story, or...

JA: You mean, somebody {rom outside of Texas?
Lalr: Ho, they're going to have FBI {rom outside Texas, but this is under

Texas law and they take all ths involvements and we don't send in a
bunch of carpet-baggers ...that's the worse thing he counld do right

ROW., . «
JA: You thinok go...
LBJ: I inow, .. wall, we've got the FBI doing anything that,,if there’s any -

question about Texas operatiop, they've got an FBI that's going to the
bottom of it and direct with the Attornsy General..but paralleling that
is the blue ribbon state board of inquiry headed by tha bitlliant Attorney
General and associated with him soombody like say John Garwood,
Will Gayton's son-in-law, who was a biilliant Suprems Court Justica
that's retired...somabody like Boberta did at Pearl Harbor...and
that's what the Attorney Genaral is doing...mow, If we have anothsr
Commission, hell, you're gonna have psople rumning over each other
and evarybody agreed. . now | know that some of the lawyers..they
thought of the blus ribbon cothmission first, the Justice, and we just
can’t have them lobbying them against the President, when he makes
these decisions. We decidad that the beat thing to do, aumber one
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4rd)  convictions...this very small additiom to the admirsble machinery

LBJ:
JA:

LBJ:

JA:

JA:

1.BJ:

JA:

LBJI:

JA:

that you've already hava...will help you and I balieve that it will
atsiisthe {maginetion of the conmtry and be A veryuse{nl, bappy
thing ...and the man asks if you have twe secands..,this aternoon..
for example...s8k Dean Acheson...he's the man to ask...l soe all
the arguments you maks and you're daad right and I'm not. .. my

conception is corplately wrong. .. but 1 do think that this additional

festure is needsd..

I talked to. ..l gusss, afler midaight last might...

Well 1 kpow how you mmst have been conecsrosd. ..

the ablest, the truest civil libartiss lawyer ia this town in my

judgmsnt..the man that's made the bast arguments befors the Supreme |
Court and it was his judgement the worst mistaks we could make

... gotting trapped...

And, Imucmcﬂyhnwd;h&puan;mlhovwmglmabm
tbis idesa of a bine ribbon eommissicn...

How, you see, Eatrepbach snggested that and Rpprovoked it..the
lawysrs and the council just hit the ceiling. ..8aid, my God Almighty..

I see...]1500e...14880 that you're zight and he was wrong..what I do

so

Then I callad back to Katenbach and I thought he accepted ....

Wall, I don't koow anythisg about ategmbach. ..l baven't talked to him
{or three wesks..but what I am suggesting is mot at all what Eatzenbach
suggested. ..l am suggasting simply a devicse...

Well. lat me taik to Achescn and. ...
{for summing up the nxuua{momllaqﬁlryina way that will be
complately coharent, datailed, and will earxy unchallengeable

comvictions and this carrying comviction is just as {xmportant as carrying
on the invastigation .. im the rigit way...sad I worxy about thie FPost
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%
TELEPHONE CALL [ S _
THE PRESIDENT TO
J. EDGAR HOOVER
Pres. Two things. Apparently soms lawyer in Justice is

lobbying with the Post because that's where the
suggestion came from for this Presidential Commission
. which we think would be very bad and put it right in the

! White House. Now was can't he checking up on every

! ‘ shooting scrape {n the country, but they've gona to the

! Post now to get tham an editorial, and the Post is

t calling up and sayipg they’re going to run an editorial

i{ we don't do things. Now ws're ;oi?g to do two things
and 1 wanted you to know about it.

- —— e e

Ons: We belisve that the way to bandle this as we said
yasterday -- your suggestion -~ that you put at evary
facility at your command, making & full report to the
Attornay Goneral and then they make it available to the
country in whataver form may seem desirable.

Second: It's a stats mattar, too, and the State Attorney
Genaral i8 young and able amd prudent and very cooperative
! with you ~= he's going to rum a eourt of inquiry which is
provided for by & stats law snd he's going to have associated
with him the most outstanding jurists in the countrr But
ha's a good comssxvative fallow and we don't start invading
! loeal jurisdictions that way and he undsrstands what you're
E doing and he's for it, and I wanted you to understand

what he was doing, and he's sery strong for it and he's

| going to anmounce it today. Now if you get too many cooks

' massing with the broth it makes -—= mess it op. Andl
think that these two are trainad organirations and the

; Attarmey A 2 Gensral of the state holds Courts of

‘ Inquiry evary timwm a law {s violated, and the FBI makes
these {xvestigations. So I wanted you to kvow that and

you ought ts tall your press moen that that's what's
happening and they cas expect Waggoner Cary the Attorney
General of Texas to make sn asncuncemsnt this morming,
to have a state inquiry and you can affer them your full
cooperation and vice verss, he'll do it with you.

e et e — - ame Wb e

JEH We'll work together on it.
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And-any influsnce. you .got with the Post, have them
point to them that yoa don't waxt too many things
and just picking out a Tom Dewsy lawyer {rom New
York and sending him down -- hunting new facts --
this Commission thing, Mr. Herbett Hoover tried
that and sometimes a Commdission that's not trained
hurts more than it helps.

It's a zagular circus then.

That's right.

Because i{t'll be covered by TY and everything like that.
Just like an investigating committes,

Exactly. Idon't have mmch influsnce with the Post
because I {frankly don't read it, I view it like the

Daily Worker.

You told ms that once before.

I just want your psopla to know the facts, and your people
can say that and that kind of negates it, you ses?

Yes air.

Thank you

Thanik you, Mr. President,
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