. Johnaton, #.D.

Dsar Dr. Johnston:

Hoosrt M. Brown, clinieal psychologiss dt tas University of & aryland
Payechelogy ULiAic, describes you as zn imaginstivs masn not fottersd
by socientific cliches and.stareotypes and a scientist who is inclined
‘tc walcome challenge snd inmovation. It is on his encouragsment and
from this description that I writs to see if you csn be of help to us

in our medical-isgal problsms.

I sm a focramer investigativs rsporgsr, Ssnate investigator znd sditor,
and intslligsnce analyst whq, in 1%43, chucked what I rsgarded as tha
dishonssty of commsercially accepiabls nonfiction writing, turnad ths
Slock backward and bscams & world-famous Isrmer only to havs our
farming 2and our hsalth ruined by militsry helicopterz and sonic booms.
ﬂsving tasn forcsad to éisecontinus farming, I returnsd to uriting and
sd & asw 1ntarnational ﬂeoutauion from my {zont inulgg) work in a
Fiszld, political assassiastions.
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rdsr to bring out the first critical work on ths Warrsa Comomis-
n, I had to invent ths undsrzround book. In that form amd in sub-
qusnt rapriant, it bzcame g best-sellsr {first of fsur rsprintings,

- This zalso mads me a pariah in publishing.  The nst
rasa3ult of the ruin of our fsrm snd this nsw literary career is finan-
ci=] disastsr. Ws ar« without significeant income and aes a2boub- :
$£35,000 in debt. I Feel I must begin by telling you this. bscauss, -
should you beecoms an axpert witness for us in 2 coming swvit, we would .
be unsble to pay you zzcept from ths procesds of succass.
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We Tiled zand won a Drereaenf-maklng suit in federsl 41
Bsltimors. There is now pending e sult for damagss suhsaquan_
pericd covered by the first suit. That w2 weon st 2ll is asténnding
bseausse, for 3 combination of plauaibls re3sons, tas lai '
repressnted us really 3id nct prepare a case. His san
as a metter of facht, was csstizatsd publicly in an

by ths sams judges on his subssquent appsarsncs in anssh

w3 designed for the protection of thoss who sus the 5ov3rnmenu S0
¢strict counsel that it is not essy for ths complainsnt %o zeot ada
nate rspresentation.

€ ,
ths recommesndabioa of cur Senator's wife (beta are friecads), we
2d Tdward Bsanett Williams to vspresant us and ha3 agrsad. Hs as-
ignsd « fira lawysr, Pster Taft, toc the casze. ru*lﬁwlﬂo initisl
atersst and activity, thsre was an abrupt changs, snd thsy let ths
ase hang {or yesars, witih Taft ultimately sbandoninzg us in the wmost
8judicisl mannsr and meving to Csliforais to stert a political
arssr. It turne out thst Mr. Williams is cas of ghis? Jussics War-
n's clossr friends, that hs hirsd HMr. Tsoft, Mr. Warrsn's former

(¢}



r. Johnsten -2-
léwclark, as a favor to ths Chisef Justiéa, and that all take a dim
visw of my work in ths fisld of political assassirations.

In all Loqssty, I must tell you that, if this sesms paranoid, it 4s
mild compared to the reality of our lives and work.

As 2 witness in mj‘own suit, I began to get a bslated sducation-in-
the workings of ths law and sonme lauy rs. I Tfirst learnsed the -~
phrase "proof of loss” when I was in thes wibtness chair. Since the
I have ksopt rather detailed records of everything that could Seenm
rslavant. :

Thess racords rangs from a dizary and production and othsr farm -
records to carbon coples of federal espionage on mse,complate-with
bills rendsrsd by ths privste ageney used in that aspect, chacks ¥
from the CIA's front. established for such purposes, svsn the snve-.
lopss in which checks were mziled, including one originasl. Inspired
0y the pixis in mae, unltimatsly T made a desl with this agsney work-
ing for the CIA, by tslsphone, to mzke their survzillance =sasisr.
I can play you a-tape recording of that. It was wmada in ths pres-
ence of a young lauysr friend who had not yet taksn nis bar exams.
{I am attempting to adérsss what may sssm paranoid.)

‘Thers are many ressons way I am parsons non grata to the federal

" government. It is the federal govarnmsnt I sus. It is concernad
sbout the precsadent I havs sst, thoss further precedents possibls
in the pending suif, and 2boul my current efforts ranging from oy
resszrch andé investigations to my "Freedom of Information™ suits
against it. I have, for sxample, won 2 susmary judgment ia fedsrsl
district court in Washingteoa agasinst thes Department of Justica.

Sc, this will not b2 sn sasy litigatiocn, esud its prospacts are not
improved by our 1nab111t3 to provide a rstainsr for the lawyer who
no® raprassnts us.

If this is-all "bad news", I cannot honastly approach you without
giving you at lsasi an sncapsulation of it.

Cn the othsr hand, I think this suit has 1littls chancs of not suc-

ceeding in some arsas and a pretty fair chancs of succeeding in nsw:
areas. I belisve 1f youn can take th=s time to sae ms and to ask for
whataver substantiation you may want of anything I tell you, you -

may sse that ws czn offer you nct only a challsngs you may wWwaslcome-
but an opportunity to extsnd the mesdico-lsgal paramsters of your
profassion.

Thers was a time aftsr Mr. Taft abandoned us {tha court records will
show this is no sxaggsration) when I was pro ss in thls matter.: I
Judge Roszel Thomsen's chambpers, I offsrad to nagotiate s aettlement
When the gcvernmsnt sgresd and thsn stalled and stallad the<judgs
finally told tha Assistant United States Attornsy that he had al-:
ready fuled on the substance of the csse and the sols gusstion ua:
establishing the smount of dsmagses, 36, whsn I oiffersd ths govern-
ment acecezs to all ocur rscords, why dida*t ths atfornsy gzet whatever-
was wanted?

In effect, the cass is won. Ths original dscision has Desn sustainsd
by ths Suprsme Court in the first case based upon it. Ths sols gueas-
tion sssms to bs sstablishing a cash valuse of damags.



Dr. Johndon -3~

We Dalieve, and believe that with compstent halp we can provs bea-
yond ressonable doubt, that our health and livss wers damaged by
what is now, as a mattsr of law, not mersly noise but trsspass. .- -
It is hsrs that we need the hslp Mr. Brown thinks you might pPro--
vide and suggests might fascinats you. ' i

For yoears we have bslonged to a medical coopasrative. Almost. .all
our medical records ars at a single point. I bslievs changesi.=
thersin rscorded, if in some cases inadsquately and in othar in
stances overtly wrongly, plus new examinations and evaluations,.
would establish this, Gong along with these medical records, 1
have dstailed records of the kinds of things that happensd to:us
particularly to my wife, for which no physical cause has besn -
established or even alleged. These records ars dated not only by

- the times I placed upon them, but also by internal accidents, such
as the color of ths typewriter ribbons used, ths old typewriters
used and no longer in our possession, things liks that. Even by

ths kinds of paper, in some cases. Thay ars not records I could
haye fabricated at a latsr dats and thay ars, in fact, included in
contemporanscus records given to the Dafsanse departmsnt whighiin
1962 agrsed to a settlement without litigation.

In all of what may seem incredible to you, what may be most diffi-
cult to accept is that for a time the Secrstary of Defense had a
representative of his gsnsral counsel reprssent us against the Army,
whnich had refused to do what ths Defende Department asksd of it.

A3 part of my keeping of the agrsement, I regularly supplisd copies
of records to the Defense Department, so the medical notations I
mads ars incorporated in the government's recofds and ars thersby
also dated. Some ars authsnticated by return letters to me, includ-
ing from high DOD officials. ‘

In my nonlawyer's, nonpsychiatrist's view, this csass is uniqus in
several ways. Precsdent is firm and established by the sitting . _
judgs. It is established legal fact that the damage was ths conse-
- quasnce of a tobt, thatl there was damage, and that ths damage was ..
in violation of controlling regulations, some promulgated for this '
particular cass snd published by the govenrnment with copies pro---°
vided to us. We do not attribute the damags to us personally to .
the decibel level of the noise but to its (we think) inevitable .=
conssquences and the assoclations therefrom. Bearing on ths lattsr.
point, our medieal rscords will show no psychiatric problsms priox:
to long after ths beginning of these now officially tortious acts
The first psychiatrist I consulted told me that only not reacting
as my wife did, approximately like Pxvlov's dogs, would be badi:x
mental health. 0On a later coasultation, this psychiatrist rscom-
mended That I move my wife from the location sround which all thes
associations csntered. This psychistrist has left ths area in his
retiremsnt. - e

Thus wse were forced to szbandon a property in waich we could livas
for nc mors cash cost thsn taxss and iasurance and go into debt for
ths place In which ws now livs.

Thsse and cther psychiatric rscords prsceds my first book on ths
JFK assassination. It would seem uﬁglﬁeiy that our psychiatric
problems can be attributed to work in that f£ield or to any cause
other than the helicopters and soniec booms and ths government's
failurs to obey the court's dscision.



Dr. Johnson -l-

I am not unawars of ths power, influence and capabilities of an
adversary liks the Tederal governmeni, and I would bs misleading
you not to call this to gour asttentlion. Houwsver, I bslisva soms - .
racovery is closs to certain, for we can now prove fairly exten-.
sive damages to ths poultry cpsration. UWe may or may not basabless
toc collect for the ruin &f the businsss bscauss it was close to
sul gensaris. I think that, with competent and intarssted profes-
sional hslp such 83 Mr. Brown balisvas you can provids, wa can .do
more than esra recovery for psrsonal damages. The precedent:migh
be important to psychiatry and to othsrs damaged by noises whares
ths damage is nct mschanical energy alone. If we collect butio
cent in psrsonal damagss, ws will, I beliovs, sstablish a prsceden
that can hold limitless benefit for countlsess peopis throughout ths’
cecuntry. »

This beslisf, in fact, is s bit oppressiva. It prompts me to mors
caution and paitisnce that I would ordinarily sxsrcisza., To illus-
trate this, cur rscovery on ths first snd unprepased suit was 2
mers $750. But ths damagess aswarded thoss who first usad tks prsce-
dent was $5,000,000. So, I f=sl ws bsar a heavy socizl coblization
in addition to ths need to ssrvs psrsonal intarest.

If you are willing to sxplors thkis to sse if you are interested,

I will go to Baltimore 2imost any time vou indicats. AL ths lesast,
I think you will find this interesting ir not informative. I you
would prsfer to do this after tha snd of your professionsl dsy,
when it will not reduce the number of patients you might sss, I
would be glad to arrangs 1t for an evening. I do heps you will

ss2 me 2t some early date.

While perhnapns not sxacstly In point, you wmay £ind ths encleosed
Washington Post story hsaded, "Doctor Says Noise Brings Breakdowns®,
of' intsrsst.

Harold Weilsberg

ce: Mr. Brown
Mr. Clapp




