Claude B. Slatow
Boax 835613

Climtor, LA 70722
August 13, 1331

Mr. Harcld Weisberg
Route 12, 081ld Receiver Road
Frederichk, ™MD 217a1

Dear Mr. Weisberg,

Thank you very much for talking with me caver the phone a caouple
of mweeks agcoa. I have received your cordeh blamk ivn the mail, ard
I have enclosed my check for $22.45 for the two books

"Photongraphic Whitewash® ard "Post Morﬁem”. Please send them to
mEe 85 SO0Or 85 you can. ‘ '

M. Heisberg, I want you to Rrow how mucrh I respect your work
corcersiing the assassimaticon. It has taker: a lot of courage and
commitsert on the part of you and, I'm sure;, your wife tc
comtinue your mork in the face of so marmy chstacles.

If you would be willing tc bear with me for a few minutes, I
would like to tell you about my irterest irn the assassimaticon., I
was  just past my 11th birthday when it happerned arxd it made a
tremerdous impressicn o me. Later I cauld mot umderstand why
there was so much mystery survrocurding the circoemstances of the
assassimatices and I have spent a good bBit of my spare time coer
the years stoadying it. It was your boow "Whitewash I that first
made me reslize that there were sericus doubts about what really
happened in Dallas and why.

I did not become really seriocus about it umtil several months
age wher tmo events happened. First, Oliver Stome's cremws Tilmed
part of his new movie on the assassirnation here ivn Climtorn. This
brought cut several of the people wha had testified at the
Sarrisom trial, who began telling their stories to pecple all
over agsir. '

Secaond, caincidentally, I was working oy the publicatior of 3
book of church minutes at the time. I have published several
books of records of interest to genealqgists and historiar over
the last 1& years, and about 1 152 years agoe I was proud toa get
the opportunity of tramsoribing the minutes of am cld Baptist
Cchurch about 32 miles reeth of here {(in Mississippi) called
Ebenezey Baptist Church. Founded in 18@5, it is onme of the
cldest continuvcusliy—operating churches of any dencmimaticos i
Miss. An additional incertive is that one of my ancestors,
Scclomon Ploorgarn, was a member of the church in 18@9.



While tramscribing these mirsutes, I came across the mame of a
‘member "Horatic N. Shaw”. At the. time T had & Fleeting thought
that there might be a conmection betweer this Shaw and Clay
Shan, whoe I knew had beer borm inm Hent%ood, La., wmct Far from
bere, but I told myself, "Naaa--.couldb't be” and I passed cover
it. Shortly after that I was loamed a book of the gerealagy of
rertain families of Amite Courrty, Miss., amd East Feliciawma
Parish, La., and tc ny amazement the apthar demorstrated that
this Horatic M. Shaw mas Clay Shaw's fPther! This raused me to
be curiocus about Horatic, ard while repding the wminutes I was
further shocked to see that one of the fellow church members of
the Shaws was a Jobw Oowald avd bhis wife.

LHell, it twms out that Johw Oswald had a son Robert Edward Lee
Oswald whose son was Lee Harvey Oswald. What this means is that
Clay Shaw's father ard Lee Harvey stahd's mrandfather were
members of the same church at the samejtime- Te me, this put arn
interesting mwew slamt o the relationship between Lee Oswald and
Clay Shaw as propoursded by Jim Barr»isoin.

I am on vacation from my job for the next two weehks, and I am
plarmsing to do research ta weite an article concerwirg Shaw,
Oswald, and a reinterview of the Garyisorn witnesses here in
Clintorn. Several have inmdicated that i% they are physically able

they will be glad te do taped intervie#s with me.

M. Weisberg, I confesse I was a litt}e;confused ky what ywou said
o the phone, and if you would be willing to expard a iittie
bity; I sure wculd appreciate it. You s?id you had absclutely nc
belief in the "conspiracy theories” and yet the ad you sent we
states that irv your book "Past Mortem";there are documents
“proaving a conspiracy®. I probably misunderstcod you, and I
probably will find cut more about your views after I get your
books, but I hope you urnderstand why I am curicus.

Irs any case, anain thambis for yowtr war% aover the vears, arnd
please krow that there are many, many people cut here whao
appreciate your worlk and who believe that the truth of what
happened and why is something the norl# should Ko
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Claude BR. Slatcwy



