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Preface 

T
ry

 as h
ard

 as w
e can

 to
 rem

em
b
er h

im
 liv

in
g
, th

e w
o
rld

 b
est k

n
o
w

s P
resi-

d
en

t Jo
h
n
 F

. K
en

n
ed

y
 d

ead
. T

ry
 to

 recall th
at v

iv
acio

u
sly

 b
areh

ead
ed

 
P

resid
en

t-elect, b
rav

in
g
 W

ash
in

g
to

n
's w

in
try

 In
au

g
u
ratio

n
 D

ay
. In

stead
, 

o
n

e's o
w

n
 h

ead
 can

n
o

t rid
 itself o

f th
o

se sk
u

ll-sh
atterin

g
 b

u
llets fired

 a 
th

o
u
san

d
 d

ay
s later. 

K
n

o
w

in
g

 th
e en

d
 m

ak
es it im

p
o

ssib
le to

 rem
em

b
er accu

rately
 w

h
at p

re-
ceded and follow

ed it. H
aunted, sham

ed by that killing in D
allas, A

m
ericans 

carry
 th

e fu
rth

er b
u
rd

en
 o

f k
n
o
w

in
g
 th

at h
is m

u
rd

er w
as o

n
ly

 th
e first. 

A
fter M

alco
lm

 X
 cam

e M
artin

 L
u
th

er K
in

g
, Jr., an

d
 th

en
 S

en
ato

r R
o
b
ert 

F
. K

en
n
ed

y
, an

d
 th

en
 attem

p
ts ag

ain
st G

o
v
ern

o
r G

eo
rg

e C
. W

allace an
d
 

P
resid

en
t G

erald
 R

. F
o

rd
. W

h
o

 co
u

ld
 still say

 th
at U

.S
. p

o
litics g

av
e th

e 
w

o
rld

 a m
o
d
el fo

r reaso
n
ed

 d
eb

ate an
d
 p

eacefu
l tran

sfer o
f p

o
litical p

o
w

er? 
W

h
o

 in
 th

e w
o

rld
, after V

ietn
am

 an
d

 K
en

t S
tate, after th

e L
o

ck
h

eed
 an

d
 

W
aterg

ate scan
d
als, after h

isto
ry

's first h
u
m

iliatin
g
 resig

n
atio

n
s o

f a v
ice-

p
resid

en
t an

d
 th

en
 a p

resid
en

t, w
h

o
 w

o
u

ld
 n

o
t see th

is in
 th

e sh
ad

o
w

 o
f 

that sunset of 22 N
ovem

ber 1963? 
T

o the public it rem
ains the num

ber-one m
urder m

ystery. T
o politicians it 

has m
eant a crisis turned into a universal skepticism

 about public institutions. 
A

n
d

 n
o

w
, six

teen
 y

ears later, a g
en

eratio
n

 o
f n

ew
 A

m
erican

s en
ters ad

u
lt-

h
o
o
d
 an

d
 p

o
litics w

ith
o
u
t th

e b
lig

h
ted

, d
isjo

in
ted

 m
em

o
ries th

at A
m

erica's 
m

o
st n

o
to

rio
u
s h

o
m

icid
e carv

ed
 o

n
to

 o
ld

er m
in

d
s. B

u
t w

h
at u

n
ites n

ew
er 

an
d

 o
ld

er m
in

d
s is th

e fact th
at n

eith
er k

n
o

w
s w

ith
 an

y
 certitu

d
e h

o
w

 th
is 

p
resid

en
t cam

e to
 b

e k
illed

. F
o
r th

e y
o
u
n
g
, th

is q
u
estio

n
 can

 b
e eith

er a 
m

atter of idle indifference or a fascinating historical puzzle that recedes into 



the past to join m
ysterious deaths, like the princes in R

ichard III's T
ow

er. 
F

or the older, how
ever, it rem

ains a historical enigm
a, as m

uch for the fact 
as for its im

pact on one's ow
n A

m
erican faith and values. 

W
hat about O

sw
ald, R

uby, the W
arren C

om
m

ission, the F
B

I, the C
IA

, 
M

anchester, G
arrison, and num

erous congressional investigations? 
T

aken as a w
hole, they have reduced the issues, w

ithout anyone's intend-
ing it, to the com

m
on denom

inator of credibility, to faith or doubt in gov-
ern

m
en

t, to
 d

istru
st fo

r p
o

lice in
v

estig
atio

n
s, rath

er th
an

 to
 m

atters o
f 

evidence. A
fter sixteen years, all have been found w

anting. C
ould this killing 

h
av

e b
een

 ex
ecu

ted
 b

y
 o

n
e u

n
stab

le g
u
n
m

an
? If O

sw
ald

 w
as n

o
t alo

n
e, 

w
h
o
 . . . ? h

o
w

 . . . ? w
h
y
 . . . ? 

W
hat, if anything can one securely believe? 

It is w
ith this problem

, and in the context of w
hat's been done and undone 

during the first sixteen years, that w
e offer this com

prehensive bibliography, 
p
articu

larly
 fo

r th
e n

ew
er g

en
eratio

n
 o

f stu
d
en

ts. W
e w

an
t th

is w
o
rk

 to
 

organize and prom
ote truly public, serious investigations into the m

urder 
itself and into the m

ultiplicity of reactions to it. B
ecause law

yers and journal-
ists virtually controlled the JF

K
 killing, as an issue and a story, the extant 

literature dictated our focus on law
, litigation, and especially the m

edia. 
T

he first section, therefore, opens to the reader the abundance of historical 
evidence, som

e still classified but m
uch now

 available. In the JF
K

 m
urder 

case, questions of governm
ental obstruction and incom

petence since 1963 
have forced a series of law

suits against officials and their agencies, m
ainly 

under the F
reedom

 of Inform
ation A

ct. T
he threat and the courtroom

 reality 
of private litigation against public officials has now

 becom
e the sole avenue 

to evidentiary truth. In this area, the U
.S

. Justice D
epartm

ent has inverted 
norm

al adversary procedures, converting its m
andated role as federal prose-

cutor into that of the defender of police secrecy and ineptitude. Investigation 
o
f th

is m
u
rd

er, th
erefo

re, h
as b

een
 left to

 p
riv

ate citizen
s su

ch
 as H

aro
ld

 
W

eisb
erg

 an
d
 h

is leg
al co

u
n
sello

r, Jam
es H

. L
esar. W

e h
av

e tak
en

 fu
ll 

cognizance of all such efforts in S
ection I because such litigation rem

ains 
the m

ajor instrum
ent for establishing the evidence. 

W
e w

ish to lift the subject out of a quagm
ire of often bizarre speculations, 

o
fficial d

isin
fo

rm
atio

n
, an

d
 ex

p
lo

itatio
n
 b

y
 th

e lik
es o

f M
ark

 L
an

e. T
o
 

be rem
inded of how

 bizarre and sham
eless a literature has developed, one 

n
eed

 o
n
ly

 g
lan

ce th
ro

u
g
h
 th

e titles listed
 in

 S
ectio

n
 II. T

h
ey

 ab
u
n
d
an

tly
 

ex
em

p
lify

 a seco
n

d
ary

 literatu
re th

at h
as b

een
 o

u
t o

f co
n
tro

l sin
ce 1

9
6
3
, 

w
ith only a scattering of serious, even scholarly, contributions. W

e agree 
w

ith those w
ho w

ill see "rubbish" in m
any entries, w

ith som
e of it w

ritten 
by the crass or the crazy. M

uch of this is the product of the disjointed tim
es 

that have follow
ed the killing, but all docum

ent the diversity of perspectives 
on that event. 

B
ecau

se th
is m

aterial is o
rg

an
ized

 b
y

 su
b

ject, w
h

ich
 can

 d
isru

p
t th

e 
m

ind's focus on the flow
 of events, w

e have supplied a chronological cor-
rective w

ith S
ection III. H

ere w
e give every new

s story by its precise headline 
as it appeared in T

he N
ew

 Y
ork T

im
es, in the order of publication. W

e have 
ad

d
ed

 all en
tries fro

m
 T

he W
ashington P

ost 
fo

r 1
9
7
8
 fo

r tw
o
 reaso

n
s: 

• 	

(1
) th

at w
as th

e y
ear o

f a serio
u
s p

rin
ters' strik

e th
at d

isru
p
ted

 T
he N

ew
 

Y
ork T

im
es, w

ith only a "S
trike S

upplem
ent" produced betw

een A
ugust 

and N
ovem

ber for the m
icrofilm

ed record, and (2) w
e have the im

pression 
that T

he W
ashington P

ost during the past few
 years increasingly provided 

the broader and deeper coverage for this particular subject. 
T

h
is p

ro
ject b

eg
an

 in
 F

eb
ru

ary
 1

9
7
8
 w

ith
 th

e su
p
p
o
rt o

f a six
-m

o
n
th

 
F

ederal C
E

T
A

 assignm
ent in the A

rea R
esearch C

enter at the U
niversity 

of W
isconsin-S

tevens P
oint. S

ubsequently, D
eL

loyd J. G
uth continued to 

co
m

p
ile th

e b
ib

lio
g

rap
h

ical m
aterials th

at co
m

p
rise S

ectio
n

s II an
d

 III. 
S

ection I has been the w
ork prim

arily of D
avid R

. W
rone, w

hose scholarly 
research

 in
to

 th
e su

b
ject b

eg
an

 o
v
er a d

ecad
e ag

o
. T

h
e In

tro
d
u
ctio

n
 is a 

jo
in

t effo
rt, an

d
 th

e in
d
ex

es w
ere co

m
p
iled

 b
y
 G

u
th

. W
e retain

 eq
u
al re-

sp
o

n
sib

ility
 fo

r th
e stru

ctu
re, lay

o
u

t, selectio
n

, an
d

 arg
u

m
en

ts co
n

tain
ed

 
in this book. 

m
o,

• N
o w

ork of, this scale and depth could be executed from
 start to publication 

in under tw
o years w

ithout outside help. O
ur prim

ary debts are to our w
ives, 

K
atherine R

atliff G
uth and E

laine A
lley W

rone. B
oth arranged m

uch re-
leased tim

e for us from
 norm

al dom
estic tasks. K

atie drew
 all four m

aps, 
w

hile E
laine proofread m

uch of the final copy. 
W

e have been blessed w
ith excellent typists, thanks m

ainly to the U
niversity 

of M
issouri-S

t. L
ouis's H

istory D
epartm

ent, w
here D

eL
loyd J. G

uth taught 
in 1978-1979. T

heir chairm
an, Jam

es D
. N

orris, now
 D

ean of the C
ollege of 

L
iberal A

rts and S
ciences at N

orthern Illinois U
niversity, provided us w

ith 
a d

ep
artm

en
tal secretary

, Ju
lie A

n
d

rew
, to

 ty
p

e th
e p

rim
ary

 d
raft fo

r 
S

ections II and III. S
he typed from

 the innum
erable 3" x 5" cards that re-

quired painstaking organization. T
he final professional version, w

hich is 
here published by photolithographic process, w

as typed expertly by B
arbara 

H
arrington, also resident in S

t. L
ouis. 

W
ith

in
 th

e,U
n
iv

ersity
 o

f W
isco

n
sin

-S
tev

en
s P

o
in

t, w
e h

av
e also

 h
ad

 
im

portant support. A
rthur M

. F
ish, C

urator in the U
W

-S
P

's A
rea R

esearch 
C

en
ter, p

ro
v
id

ed
 a h

o
m

e b
ase fo

r co
m

p
ilin

g
 th

e b
ib

lio
g
rap

h
y
, am

id
 h

is 
huge collection of state and federal docum

ents. W
e gratefully acknow

ledge 
the general hospitality extended to us by B

urdette W
. E

agon, A
cting V

ice-
C

h
an

cello
r fo

r A
cad

em
ic A

ffairs, an
d
 b

y
 A

llen
 F

. B
arro

w
s, D

irecto
r o

f 
P

u
b
lic S

erv
ices in

 th
e U

W
-S

P
's L

earn
in

g
 R

eso
u

rces C
en

ter. A
lso

, th
e 

U
W

-S
P

's H
istory D

epartm
ent provided funding for telephone expenses and 

the costs of photocopying the final typescript. 
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F
inally, w

e have had consistent support from
 G

reenw
ood P

ress. In 
particular w

e w
ould like to thank A

rthur H
. Stickney and M

argaret B
rezicki 

for their invaluable assistance. 
T

hroughout w
e have designed this reference w

ork to serve teachers, 
students, researchers, and the concerned public. W

e w
elcom

e all com
m

ents, 
corrections, and addenda from

 our readers. 

D
eL

loyd J. G
uth and 

1 O
ctober 1979 	

D
avid R

. W
rone 

Stevens Point, W
isconsin 

In
tro

d
u

ctio
n

 

N
ovus ordo saeculorum

, a new
 order of the ages, reads the m

otto on the 
G

reat S
eal of the U

nited S
tates. It captures w

hat three centuries em
blazoned 

before the w
orld's eyes: A

m
erica, located w

here E
urope's w

estern and A
sia's 

eastern frontiers converged, w
here generations of hopeless, hapless, landless 

poor sought to redeem
 their m

isfortunes. F
rom

 T
hom

as Jefferson's day 
through the early 1960s, A

m
erican political rhetoric has sustained such 

hopes, em
phasizing hum

an renew
al and the frontier spirit. W

ith the arrival 
of "T

he N
ew

 F
rontier" in 1961, such rhetorical expressions of collective 

idealism
 found their culm

inating enthusiasm
. 

T
he m

urder of P
resident John F

. K
ennedy jolted that im

age and reality, 
inside and outside the U

nited S
tates. S

ubsequent if unrelated assassinations, 
then V

ietnam
 and W

atergate have seem
ed sounding bells that m

any heard 
as h

erald
in

g
 th

e en
d

 fo
r th

at pax A
m

ericana 
forged by W

orld W
ar 11. 

A
m

erica's forefathers had celebrated its distance from
 the O

ld W
orld's 

order, seen as tainted by m
onarchy, class, conspiracies, and cynicism

 about 
the capabilities of com

m
on hum

anity. E
ven m

ore, A
m

erica had traditionally 
defined its destiny as ruled by a w

ritten constitution and the im
partial en-

forcem
ent of law

. 
B

ut that act of 22 N
ovem

ber 1963, jeopardized this N
ew

 W
orld's self-

perception and challenged its very com
m

itm
ent to pluralism

, publicity, law
, 

and com
petitive dem

ocracy. A
gonizing self-appraisal continued despite the 

1964 presidential W
arren C

om
m

ission's R
eport, and probably because of 

it. T
he C

om
m

ission had acted as a hasty substitute for due process of law
, 



o
fferin

g
 little m

o
re th

an
 an

 o
fficial q

u
ietu

s m
an

u
factu

red
 fo

r d
o
m

estic 
consciences and foreign skeptics. F

our years later, G
arrison's bungled in-

vestigation and the K
ennedy-M

anchester im
broglio becam

e m
ere publicity-

seek
in

g
 in

terlu
d
es b

efo
re n

ew
 k

illin
g
s an

d
 n

ew
 q

u
estio

n
s. In

 retro
sp

ect, 
A

m
erican idealism

 began to die on the streets of D
allas. S

ixteen years later, 
fo

r m
o
st p

eo
p
le th

e q
u
estio

n
 "w

h
o
 k

illed
 K

en
n
ed

y
?" rem

ain
s o

p
en

 an
d
 

confused. 
A

s p
art o

f a N
o
v
em

b
er 1

9
6
3
 p

o
litical fen

ce-m
en

d
in

g
 effo

rt, P
resid

en
t 

K
ennedy had taken his full entourage into T

exas, m
aking various appear-

ances and speeches. L
ate in the m

orning of 22 N
ovem

ber, A
ir F

orce O
ne 

landed at L
ove F

ield on the outskirts of D
allas, w

here a m
otorcade w

aited 
to take him

 through the city's center for lunch at the T
rade M

art. T
here he 

planned to deliver a m
oderating speech against political extrem

ism
, racial-

ism
, and the m

ood for w
itch-hunting and scapegoating. H

e rode openly in 
the rear seat w

ith M
rs. K

ennedy; G
overnor and M

rs. John B
. C

onnally sat 
forw

ard in the jum
p seats; tw

o S
ecret S

ervice m
en occupied the front seat, 

one driving. M
oving dow

n M
ain S

treet the lim
ousine entered D

ealey P
laza, 

w
h
ere it im

m
ed

iately
 tu

rn
ed

 h
ard

 rig
h

t o
n

to
 H

o
u

sto
n
 S

treet, w
en

t o
n

e 
sh

o
rt b

lo
ck

, slo
w

ed
 alm

o
st to

 a sto
p

, tu
rn

ed
 v

ery
 sh

arp
ly

 left o
n

to
 th

e 
curving E

lm
 S

treet, w
here it passed beneath the seven-story T

exas S
chool 

B
ook D

epository. S
hots rang out. It w

as 12:30 p.m
., C

entral S
tandard T

im
e. 

P
resident K

ennedy w
as clearly struck as he clutched for his throat, then 

the top of his head exploded as he slam
m

ed dow
n into his w

ife's lap. D
irectly 

in front of him
 G

overnor C
onnally received five w

ounds and spun into his 
w

ife's arm
s. S

ev
eral sco

re feet aw
ay

, stan
d
in

g
 n

ear th
e trip

le u
n
d
erp

ass, 
citizen Jam

es T
. T

ague w
as sprayed by fragm

ents created by a bullet that 
sm

ashed into the curbstone at his feet. A
t 1:00 P

.M
. P

resident K
ennedy w

as 
pronounced dead at P

arkland H
ospital. 

A
t 1:50 P

.M
., L

ee H
arvey O

sw
ald, an em

ployee at the T
exas S

chool B
ook 

D
epository, w

as arrested in the T
exas T

heater, a cinem
a in another section 

o
f D

allas. H
o

u
rs later C

ap
tain

 J. W
ill F

ritz, D
allas's ch

ief h
o
m

icid
e in

-
spector, charged O

sw
ald w

ith m
urdering P

olice O
fficer J. D

. T
ippit, w

ho 
had been shot dead betw

een the T
exas T

heater and the T
exas S

chool B
ook 

D
epository som

etim
e before 1:10 P.M

. T
hat night, at about 1:30 A

.M
. on the 

2
3
rd

, D
allas p

o
lice fo

rm
ally

 accu
sed

 O
sw

ald
 o

f th
e m

u
rd

er o
f P

resid
en

t 
K

en
n

ed
y

. O
n
e d

ay
 later, th

e o
p

erato
r o

f a D
allas strip

tease clu
b
, Jack

 
R

uby, shot and killed O
sw

ald w
hile police tried to transfer O

sw
ald from

 the 
city to the county jail, under a blaze of m

edia publicity and live television 
lighting. 

In
 th

e p
rev

ailin
g
 law

, m
u
rd

er o
f a U

n
ited

 S
tates p

resid
en

t rem
ain

ed
 

o
rd

in
ary

 h
o

m
icid

e lim
ited

 to
 state an

d
 lo

cal ju
risd

ictio
n

. D
allas's ch

ao
s 

an
d
 th

e m
an

ifest in
co

m
p

eten
ce o

f all law
 o

fficers in
 th

e circu
m

stan
ces, 

w
hether local or federal, translated instantly into a national anxiety about 

the rule of law
. A

 m
agisterial funeral in W

ashington, follow
ed w

ith m
acabre 

iro
n
y
 b

y
 th

e trad
itio

n
al T

h
an

k
sg

iv
in

g
 h

o
lid

ay
, resto

red
 o

rd
er w

ith
o
u
t 

co
n
fid

en
ce. P

resid
en

t L
y

n
d

o
n

 B
. Jo

h
n

so
n

 h
asten

ed
 to

 ap
p

o
in

t a sp
ecial 

p
resid

en
tial, b

lu
e-rib

b
o

n
 co

m
m

issio
n

 h
ead

ed
 b

y
 th

e C
h

ief Ju
stice o

f th
e 

U
.S

. S
uprem

e C
ourt to inquire into the events and the law

. 
K

n
o

w
led

g
e o

f th
e o

rig
in

, o
p
eratio

n
, an

d
 co

n
clu

sio
n
s o

f th
e W

arren
 

C
om

m
ission m

ust precede any understanding of the sw
irls of controversy 

that still surround P
resident K

ennedy's m
urder. Its tw

enty-seven published 
v
o
lu

m
es' effectiv

ely
 p

reem
p
ted

 th
e su

b
ject, sh

iftin
g
 in

v
estig

atio
n
s aw

ay
 

from
 the act itself over to W

arren C
om

m
ission data and its inadequacies. 

Its in
flu

en
ce rem

ain
s to

d
ay

 a silen
t h

an
d

 fro
m

 th
e p

ast, activ
ely

 sh
ap

in
g

 
perim

eters of public belief and exerting intense pressure upon politicians 
and governm

ent attorneys. E
very federal inquiry, both executive and legis-

lative, into the m
urder and its attendant questions has accepted the W

arren 
C

om
m

ission's conclusions as the prem
ise upon w

hich to launch its probe. 
S

en
ato

r R
ich

ard
 S

ch
w

eik
er, fo

r ex
am

p
le, sp

ecifically
 ack

n
o

w
led

g
ed

 th
e 

v
alid

ity
 o

f th
e C

o
m

m
issio

n
's fin

d
in

g
s, th

en
 said

 th
at h

is in
q
u
iry

 w
o
u
ld

 
search

 o
u
t h

o
w

 a fo
reig

n
 co

n
sp

iracy
 h

ad
 actu

ally
 o

p
erated

 th
ro

u
g
h
 th

e 
person of O

sw
ald.' T

he latest inquiry, by the H
ouse S

elect C
om

m
ittee on 

A
ssassin

atio
n
s, in

itially
 stated

 th
at o

n
e o

f its task
s w

o
u
ld

 b
e to

 m
ak

e th
e 

W
arren C

om
m

ission's findings "persuasive." O
nly on the last day of public 

hearings, during the C
hristm

as season of 1978, did it openly stum
ble upon 

audio evidence of conspiracy that could not be refuted. T
he H

ouse C
om

-
m

ittee still accepted the m
ass of W

arren C
om

m
ission data, w

ithout challenge 
to specific item

s or com
prehension of the circum

stances in w
hich all of it 

w
as com

piled.' 
F

ew
 realize even today that during the first days follow

ing the m
urder the 

w
orld cam

e'C
lose to nuclear w

ar, at least according to the latest expert on 
the subject. A

m
erican forces entered a "red alert" phase, the highest state 

o
f read

in
ess fo

r a p
reem

p
tiv

e n
u
clear strik

e." V
ital fed

eral in
tellig

en
ce 

channels clogged under the sheer m
ass of data being frantically transm

itted. 
T

h
e n

ew
 p

resid
en

t, k
n
o
w

n
 fo

r o
ccasio

n
al im

p
etu

o
sity

, p
ro

ceed
ed

 w
ith

 a 
com

m
endable caution in his first hours and days, fearful of every interna-

tio
n

al im
p

licatio
n

. In
 th

e m
id

st o
f a co

n
stan

tly
 d

eterio
ratin

g
 situ

atio
n

, 
tension m

ounted as num
erous bits of w

rong or trivial inform
ation reached 

th
e W

h
ite H

o
u

se. T
h
e C

IA
's M

ex
ican

 su
b
statio

n
 im

m
ed

iately
 rep

o
rted

 

O
sw

ald as C
astro's hireling,' w

hile the F
B

I could produce five volum
es of 

"facts" less th
an

 th
ree w

eek
s after th

e m
u
rd

er, o
n
 b

eh
alf o

f th
e W

arren
 

C
om

m
ission.° O

pinions becam
e truths, fiction achieved factuality, preju-

dices becam
e official insights, and blam

e began to stick to everyone and 

everything. 
D

om
estic":conditions heightened the potential for rash reactions. U

nder 
th

e g
lare o

f cam
era lig

h
ts an

d
 b

efo
re sev

eral h
u
n
d
red

 rep
o
rters, D

allas 



1
1
1
lIU

U
U

ellU
ll 	

X
V

 

o
fficials an

n
o
u
n
ced

 th
eir cap

tu
re o

f a "co
m

m
u
n
ist" w

h
o
 h

ad
 k

illed
 th

e 
president. T

he m
edia saturated the public w

ith "facts" of O
sw

ald's "com
-

m
unist" activities and M

arxist beliefs. In C
ongress, several m

em
bers m

oved 
for investigations, vying w

ith each other for the chairm
anship of proposed 

com
m

ittees. A
nticom

m
unist hysteria in the U

nited S
tates, w

hich predated 
the R

ussian R
evolution, had cyclically reared its fevered head against presi-

dents elected from
 the D

em
ocratic party. B

ut cultivating it daily in the w
ake 

of K
ennedy's m

urder, as m
any editors, reporters and politicians did, only 

ex
alted

 th
e co

n
sp

iracy
-m

in
d
ed

 an
d
 ex

acerb
ated

 th
e co

n
d
u
ct o

f fo
reig

n
 

p
o
licy

. A
d
d
ed

 to
 p

erils o
f rev

iv
ed

 w
itch

-h
u
n
tin

g
, n

o
 o

n
e k

n
ew

 w
ith

 an
y
 

certainty, despite unprecedented coverage by new
sm

en, w
hat precisely had 

transpired in D
allas and w

hy. 
T

o allay fears and restore public confidence in law
 and elected officials, 

th
e ex

ecu
tiv

e b
ran

ch
 d

irected
 th

at th
e m

u
rd

ered
 O

sw
ald

 b
e id

en
tified

 as 
the sole killer. O

sw
ald w

as dead; there could be no trial. In a 26 N
ovem

ber 
1963 m

em
orandum

 to P
residential A

ssistant B
ill M

oyers, the D
eputy A

t-
to

rn
ey

 G
en

eral N
ich

o
las K

atzen
b
ach

 d
efin

ed
 th

e p
ro

secu
tio

n
's p

o
sitio

n
: 

"T
he public m

ust be satisfied that O
sw

ald w
as the assassin; that he did not 

have confederates w
ho are still at large; and that the evidence w

as such that 
h
e w

o
u
ld

 h
av

e b
een

 co
n
v
icted

 at trial."' T
h
is d

ay
, th

en
, w

h
ile P

resid
en

t 
K

ennedy's requiem
 m

ass and burial w
ere taking place, his ow

n presidential 
appointees had begun the policy of burying the issues of fact, of guilt, and 
of law

. 
P

resident Johnson im
plored E

arl W
arren, the C

hief Justice, to head the 
presidential com

m
ission, arguing that only m

en w
ith highest public respect 

could still the nation and abate any dom
estic m

ilitary threat. In his m
em

oirs, 
C

h
ief Ju

stice W
arren

 stated
 th

at h
e to

o
k
 th

is ch
airm

an
sh

ip
 w

ith
 ex

trem
e 

reluctance, only after P
resident Johnson m

ade an em
otional appeal to his 

love of country. T
o refuse, it w

as suggested, could m
ean "40,000,000 lives 

lost" in a nuclear w
ar.' 

Johnson appointed six other m
em

bers to his com
m

ission. T
w

o S
enators: 

John S
herm

an C
ooper, R

epublican from
 K

entucky, and R
ichard R

ussell, 
D

em
ocrat from

 G
eorgia; tw

o C
ongressm

en: G
erald R

. F
ord, R

epublican 
fro

m
 M

ich
ig

an
, an

d
 H

ale B
o
g
g
s, D

em
o
crat fro

m
 L

o
u
isian

a; th
e fo

rm
er 

head of the C
IA

, A
llen D

ulles; and a N
ew

 Y
ork banker, John J. M

cC
loy, 

co
m

p
leted

 th
e b

lu
e-rib

b
o
n
 p

an
el. It rem

ain
s a m

o
n
u
m

en
t to

 Jo
h
n
so

n
's 

m
asterly political skills. C

ooper, F
ord, and D

ulles neutralized the opposition 
R

epublican party; M
cC

loy and D
ulles reassured the financial-governm

ental 
n
ex

u
s; an

d
 S

o
u
th

ern
ers B

o
g
g
s an

d
 R

u
ssell b

lo
ck

ed
 an

y
 attack

 fro
m

 th
e 

political right. W
arren's acceptance im

m
ediately quieted the nation's liberals, 

especially the E
astern base of K

ennedy supporters and university academ
i- 

cians, thereby elim
inating from

 later controversies the single m
ost effective 

potential sector of dissent to com
m

ission procedures and results. S
ilence 

and apathy have greeted the entire subject of P
resident K

ennedy's m
urder 

ev
er sin

ce, am
o
n
g
 serio

u
s sch

o
lars g

en
erally

 an
d
 w

ith
 U

.S
. h

isto
rian

s in
 

particular. E
ven that contem

porary critic of federal policy and bureaucracy, 
I. F

. S
tone, placed him

self w
ell inside lines draw

n by Johnson's choice of 
W

arren. T
he C

hief Justice's record for civil liberties and race relations w
as 

enough for S
tone to "letter-w

hip" m
ercilessly the critics of the com

m
ission, 

facts notw
ithstanding.' 

L
ike m

ost federal com
m

ittees, the W
arren C

om
m

ission w
orked through 

its ow
n staff. T

he seven m
em

bers, being busy public officials w
ith full-tim

e 
interests elsew

here, had little tim
e and expertise for the exacting research 

requisite to a crim
inal case. T

hey selected a staff of eighty-four and nam
ed 

as ch
ief leg

al co
u
n
sel J. L

ee R
an

k
in

, a fo
rm

er S
o
licito

r G
en

eral o
f th

e 
U

nited S
tates. T

he com
m

ission did not, how
ever, assem

ble a body of crim
i-

nal law
 specialists, inspectors, and field investigators, choosing instead to 

rely entirely on several federal agencies, m
ainly the F

B
I. T

his decision to 
farm

 out the entire investigation doom
ed the W

arren C
om

m
ission inquiry 

from
 the start. N

o one at the tim
e dared suggest that an objective inquiry 

ought, at som
e point, to include scrutiny of H

oover's F
B

I. Q
uis custodiet 

ipsos custodes?'' 
T

hus, on 9 D
ecem

ber 1963, the W
arren C

om
m

ission laid its inquiry upon 
th

e P
ro

cru
stean

 b
ed

 o
f th

e F
B

I's fiv
e-v

o
lu

m
e rep

o
rt. S

o
 an

x
io

u
s w

as th
e 

com
m

ission to adhere to the F
B

I's hasty hodge-podge of data that H
oover's 

ey
es an

d
 ears in

sid
e th

e C
o
m

m
issio

n
, C

o
n
g
ressm

an
 G

erald
 F

o
rd

, so
o
n
 

prom
ised a final R

eport fo
r th

at w
in

ter." In
 fact, th

o
se fiv

e F
B

I v
o
lu

m
es 

contained less than 500 w
ords on the m

urder itself, being alm
ost entirely a 

psychological profile of O
sw

ald w
ith m

uch biographical detail about his 
pre-M

arine C
orps youth. T

hen the F
B

I departed from
 its usual investigatory 

p
ractice an

d
 d

rew
, in

 effect, a ju
d
iciab

le co
n
clu

sio
n
: O

sw
ald

 alo
n
e an

d
 

unaided, for his ow
n political and psychological m

otives, killed P
resident 

K
ennedy. S

uch a bold departure from
 set procedure shocked R

ankin, the 
co

m
m

issio
n
's ch

ief co
u
n
sel," b

u
t h

is reactio
n
 d

id
 n

o
t p

rev
en

t h
im

 fro
m

 
countenancing this and other revealing prejudgm

ents. 
T

he list of these deliberate official m
anipulations of evidence is long and 

has been exposed elsew
here, but several exam

ples urge at least passing notice. 
T

h
e F

B
I's im

m
ed

iate O
sw

ald
 fix

atio
n
 ex

ten
d
ed

 to
 th

e ab
su

rd
ly

 d
ifferen

t 
w

ays w
ith w

hich they, and the com
m

ission's agents, treated the tw
o w

idow
s. 

Jacqueline B
ouvier K

ennedy, an eye-and-ear w
itness to m

urder if there ever 
w

as o
n
e, w

as in
terv

iew
ed

 fo
r ab

o
u
t ten

 m
in

u
tes six

 m
o
n
th

s afterw
ard

s. 
M

arin
a O

sw
ald

, w
h
o
 w

as d
iap

erin
g
 d

au
g
h
ters in

 Irv
in

g
, T

ex
as, w

h
en

 
K

ennedy died, w
as put under F

B
I "house arrest," interrogated for w

eeks, 
and then m

ade into a star w
itness, testifying before new

s cam
eras and in 

cam
era, to the W

arren C
om

m
ission and later congressional com

m
ittees. 

T
hen there w

ere such F
B

I om
issions as one of the bullet w

ounds on P
resi- 



dent K
ennedy's body, as w

ell as any m
ention of T

ague's w
ound, both ex-

clu
d
ed

 eith
er th

ro
u
g
h
 im

co
m

p
eten

ce o
r b

y
 fear th

at su
ch

 w
o
u
n
d
s m

ig
h
t 

require m
ore than one assassin. In such w

ays did H
oover fulfill the K

atzenbach-
M

oyers directive, leaving the W
arren C

om
m

ission to orchestrate it fully and 
publicly. 

T
he com

m
ission clearly knew

 of continuing F
B

I attem
pts to m

onopolize 
all assassination inquiries. D

allas police and the T
exas A

ttorney G
eneral's 

office had been firm
ly, im

m
ediately squelched by the F

B
I, aided by W

arren's 
personal intervention." E

ven the S
ecret S

ervice w
ere left to w

atch from
 the 

sidelines. H
oover's F

B
I obsessively sought control, not only occasionally 

through G
erald F

ord but also in a general clim
ate of trepidation that is now

 
know

n to have developed am
ong the com

m
issioners. O

n 22 January 1964, 
the W

arren panel held a secret executive session that w
ould surface only 

later in a stenotypist's notes: 

D
ulles: 	

. . . W
h
y w

o
u
ld

 it b
e
 in

 th
e
ir [F

B
I] in

te
re

st to
 sa

y h
e
 [O

sw
a
ld

] is 
cle

a
rly th

e
 o

n
ly g

u
ilty o

n
e
?
 . . . 

[R
an

k
in

]: 
T

hey w
ould like to have us fold up and quit. 

B
oggs: 	

T
his closes the case, you see. D

on't you see? 
R

an
k
in

: 	
T

hey found the m
an. T

here is nothing m
ore to do. T

he com
m

ission 
supports their conclusions, and w

e can go on hom
e and that is the 

e
n
d
 o

f it. . . . 
B

oggs: 	
I don't even like to see this being taken dow

n. 
D

ulles: 	
Y

es. I think this record ought to be destroyed." 

T
he com

m
ission's control over its ow

n record, defeated by accidental sur-
v
iv

al in
 th

is in
stan

ce, d
id

 lead
 to

 o
th

er d
elib

erate su
p
p
ressio

n
s. F

o
r o

n
e 

n
o

to
rio

u
s ex

am
p

le, tw
o

 p
ag

es o
f S

en
ato

r an
d

 C
o

m
m

issio
n

er R
u

ssell's 
dissent from

 the lone-assassin theory w
ere expunged, w

hich utterly enraged 
the term

inally ill R
ussell w

hen he discovered it." 
T

he W
arren C

om
m

ission's R
eport, then, rem

ains of lingering paradoxical 
value. A

lthough its conclusions bear little conviction and less credibility, 
it rem

ains an invaluable catalogue for m
uch of the m

urder case's data, pro-
v
id

ed
 th

at its u
sers see it fo

r w
h
at it is: th

e p
ro

d
u
ct o

f "an
 in

v
estig

atio
n
 

w
h
ich

 h
as satisfied

 th
e C

o
m

m
issio

n
 th

at it h
as ascertain

ed
 th

e tru
th

 co
n
-

cerning the assassination of P
resident K

ennedy. . . ."" S
adly for the com

-
m

ission's historical status and even m
ore so for the truth itself, such satis-

faction has proven contrivedly prem
ature. 

W
h
at, th

en
, can

 a citizen
 k

n
o
w

 ab
o
u
t th

e m
u
rd

er o
f P

resid
en

t Jo
h
n
 F

. 
K

ennedy, nearly tw
o decades later? 

T
he past is alw

ays know
able only by present evidence, and w

e now
 have 

m
u

ch
 m

o
re ev

id
en

ce th
an

 th
e W

arren
 C

o
m

m
issio

n
 so

u
g
h
t, selected

, o
r 

considered." F
or one thing, the sheer quantity of inform

ation and opinion 
available has created a pressing problem

, w
hich this bibliography addresses  

in S
ections II and III. B

ut this m
easures only the literary responses during 

the first sixteen years. E
ven the m

ost astute inquirer can becom
e lost on the 

m
o
u
n
tain

 o
f b

o
o
k
s, articles, an

d
 jo

u
rn

alists' rep
o
rts, all sh

o
u
tin

g
 th

eir 
explanations for the m

urder into valleys em
pty of evidence. U

nfortunately, 
m

o
st o

f th
is h

as created
 a caco

p
h
o
n
y
 o

f co
m

p
etin

g
, o

ften
 co

n
trad

icto
ry

, 
echoes. U

ltim
ate answ

ers, w
hen available, can be obtained only from

 the 
prim

ary evidence, patiently and persistently accum
ulated. It is for this reason 

th
at all read

ers m
u

st first realize, b
y
 w

ay
 o

f S
ectio

n
 I, w

h
ere m

o
st o

f th
e 

docum
ents currently reside and how

 difficult it has often been, by recourse 
to federal law

 courts, to extract that evidence from
 governm

ental agencies." 
A

m
ong academ

ic professionals in our society, historians ought to be the 
best trained for w

ork w
ith the evidence. T

hey ought to com
bine reason and 

skepticism
 in their com

prehensive perspective, in their attem
pt to put a past 

m
an or a past event back together after dissection into parts by econom

ists, 
law

yers, journalists, psychologists, scientists, litterateurs, m
oralists, and so 

o
n
. B

u
t sch

o
lars g

en
erally

, an
d
 o

u
r fello

w
 h

isto
rian

s p
articu

larly
, h

av
e 

rem
ained aloof from

 problem
s created by the JF

K
 m

urder and subsequent 
in

v
estig

atio
n

s. O
n

ly
 th

e R
eg

iu
s P

ro
fesso

r o
f M

o
d

ern
 H

isto
ry

 at O
x

fo
rd

 
U

niversity, H
ugh T

revor-R
oper, offered professional scrutiny of W

arren 
C

om
m

ission docum
ents.' 9  S

in
ce th

en
, m

o
st h

isto
rian

s h
av

e av
o
id

ed
 th

e 
entire problem

 of evidence, accepting the published W
arren H

earings as the 
sum

 total of obtainable data, w
hile reasoned skepticism

 has been developed 
m

ainly by an ex-poultry farm
er, several W

ashington law
yers, a T

exas new
s-

paper editor, tw
o university philosophers, and several ex-graduate students. 

O
n
e reaso

n
 th

at serio
u
s sch

o
lars h

av
e ab

sen
ted

 th
em

selv
es fro

m
 th

e 
assassination's literature is the W

arren R
eport's preem

ption of the subject, 
w

ith its sim
ple verdict against one m

an "perpetually discontented w
ith the 

w
o
rld

 aro
u
n
d
 h

im
.'"° R

ath
er th

an
 clo

sin
g
 th

e case, th
is v

erd
ict o

p
en

ly
 

invited theories of conspiracy. O
sw

ald having been found guilty, the burden 
of proof shifted so that doubters m

ust first prove O
sw

ald "not guilty." T
o 

su
g
g
est th

is w
o
u
ld

 raise th
e q

u
estio

n
 "if n

o
t O

sw
ald

, th
en

 w
h
o
 d

id
 it?" 

T
h
u
s far, th

e b
est an

sw
er is th

at au
d
io

, b
allistics, p

h
o
to

g
rap

h
ic, an

d
 ey

e-
,. , w

itness evidedce gathered by and since the W
arren C

om
m

ission strongly 
su

g
g

ests m
o

re th
an

 o
n
e g

u
n
m

an
, w

h
ich

 is all th
at th

e U
.S

. H
o
u
se S

elect 
C

om
m

ittee asserted in D
ecem

ber 1978. 2' 
A

lth
o

u
g

h
 it tak

es tw
o
 o

r m
o
re in

d
iv

id
u
als to

 m
ak

e a co
n
sp

iracy
, at 

least in the eyes of the law
, this does not necessarily m

ean that "m
ore than 

o
n

e g
u

n
m

an
" eq

u
als a co

n
sp

iracy
 in

 fact. It h
as b

een
 arg

u
ed

 th
at D

ealey
 

P
laza that day attracted tw

o or m
ore individuals arm

ed and m
otivated in-

dependently for the sam
e act." U

nlikely as this m
ay be, the record of bitter 

political hatred enveloping places like D
allas in 1963 raises tw

o im
m

ediate 
points: the fact of this violent clim

ate is neutral to the question of conspiracy, 
b
u
t th

e en
tire m

atter rem
ain

s th
e u

n
k
n
o
w

n
, u

n
research

ed
 co

n
tex

t fo
r th

e 
m

urder itself. N
um

erous m
urder threats against P

resident K
ennedy cam

e in 



the w
eeks preceding 22 N

ovem
ber from

 groups active in that vicinity: the 
N

atio
n

al S
tates' R

ig
h
ts p

arty
, th

e M
in

u
tem

en
, an

ti-C
astro

 m
ilitan

ts, reli-
gious bigots, and other radical param

ilitary, racialist organizations. A
nti-

K
ennedy hysteria w

as hardly lim
ited to D

allas. T
he president's 2 N

ovem
ber 

visit to C
hicago w

as dropped because of local threats, and then his 18 N
o-

vem
ber m

otorcade through M
iam

i had to be cancelled at the very last m
om

ent 
for sim

ilar reasons." N
either the F

B
I nor the W

arren C
om

m
ission investi-

gators show
ed m

ore than routine interest in such coincidences of fact: they 
w

ere too busy reconstructing a left-w
ing psychological profile, focused on 

O
sw

ald
." 

T
he specter of som

e prearranged conspiracy easily haunts the case and its 
research

ers, an
d
 it tak

es o
n
ly

 th
e m

ere h
in

t o
f co

n
sp

iracy
 to

 d
riv

e m
o

st 
scholars aw

ay, into other topics. T
he w

ord itself connotes a sort of intellec-
tual bankruptcy, at least in the academ

ic w
orld and especially in this m

urder 
case, because other suspects have never been nam

ed. E
xplanations based on 

conspiracy are usually associated w
ith irrational, prejudiced reactions, in 

sharp contrast to a prosecutor's clear, scientific, dispassionate reconstruc-
tion of hom

icidal fact. B
ut after revelations about the w

orkings of the K
u 

K
lux K

lan, A
m

erican corporations courting N
azi G

erm
any's cartels, W

ater-
g

ate, o
rg

an
ized

 crim
e, C

IA
 v

s. K
G

B
, o

r effectiv
e fab

ricatio
n

s lik
e th

e 
P

rotocols of Z
ion, conspiracies seem

 to strain the m
odern credibility less. 

W
e are convinced that, in the JF

K
 case, tw

o conspiracies did exist. T
he 

first k
illed

 K
en

n
ed

y
 an

d
 th

e seco
n
d
, co

n
d
u
cted

 b
y
 essen

tially
 h

o
n
o
rab

le 
m

en
, h

as serv
ed

 to
 su

b
v
ert an

d
 o

b
scu

re th
is tru

th
. T

h
e first w

as a co
n
-

spiracy am
ong individuals as yet unidentified. T

he second, an institutional 
conspiracy, grew

 from
 that m

utually inclusive self-protective, group-protective 
id

en
tity

 th
at in

d
iv

id
u

als can
 b

e ex
p

ected
 to

 d
ev

elo
p
 as m

em
b

ers o
f an

y
 

co
m

p
an

y
 o

r b
u
reau

. T
h
e W

h
ite H

o
u
se, th

e F
B

I, th
e Ju

stice D
ep

artm
en

t, 
the D

epartm
ent of S

tate, congressional com
m

ittees, and even the N
ational 

A
rchives, all under siege from

 public shock and skepticism
 after 22 N

ovem
ber 

1963. quietly closed ranks \\ ithin  an
d
 am

o
n
g
. th

eir ag
en

cies in
 o

rd
er to

 
restore confidence at hom

e and abroad. S
uch a m

otive m
ay laudably justify 

m
em

b
ers co

n
sp

irin
g
 to

 rein
fo

rce n
atio

n
al in

stitu
tio

n
s, b

u
t th

e resu
lt h

as 
hardly served the m

use C
lio's search for truth. W

e at no tim
e w

ish to suggest 
that individuals in any and all agencies conspired am

ong them
selves. T

hat 
w

o
u
ld

 co
n
stitu

te in
d
iv

id
u
al co

n
sp

iracy
 p

ro
secu

tab
le at law

. W
h
at w

e d
o
 

conclude is that m
em

bers of governm
ental institutions w

orked prim
arily to 

p
ro

tect th
eir o

w
n
 ag

en
cies an

d
 seco

n
d
arily

 to
 su

stain
 co

n
fid

en
ce in

 th
e 

federal governm
ent generally, w

ith only a tertiary concern for solving this 
m

urder case. 
T

he literature since D
allas, on the other hand, possesses a uniform

 im
pulse 

to resolve the crim
e and its attendant m

ysteries. Y
et certain facts m

ay never 
b
e k

n
o
w

n
, th

an
k
s in

 larg
e p

art to
 th

e in
stitu

tio
n
al co

n
sp

iracy
 b

eg
u
n
 b

y
 

F
B

I and W
arren C

om
m

ission agents. W
hy did O

sw
ald go to M

exico C
ity 

that S
eptem

ber? W
hy did O

sw
ald go to the T

exas T
heater? W

hy w
as no tran-

script m
ade and preserved from

 O
sw

ald's tw
elve and m

ore hours of police 
in

terro
g

atio
n

? H
o
w

 d
id

 P
resid

en
t K

en
n
ed

y
's b

rain
 d

isap
p
ear after th

e 
W

ashington autopsy? D
id law

 enforcem
ent officers ever entertain explana-

tions and suspects other than O
sw

ald? W
e sim

ply have no hard answ
ers, to 

these and hundreds of other questions, although w
e now

 know
 that w

itnesses 
available at the tim

e, w
ho m

ight have aided investigators, w
ere either ignored 

or rudely rebuffed and a large am
ount of physical evidence w

as sim
ilarly 

treated. T
he im

pulse to resolve the crim
e continues in m

any often over-eager 
authors and despite so m

uch culpable ignorance of actual evidence. 
T

he assassination's literature can be divided into six categories: (1) w
orks 

sustaining the official conclusions, (2) w
orks entirely irrational, (3) w

orks 
rid

d
led

 w
ith

 su
b
jectiv

ity
 an

d
 u

n
su

b
stan

tiated
 th

eo
ry

, (4
) th

e ex
p
lo

itativ
e 

literature, (5) sinister publications, and (6) w
orks focused on evidence about 

the m
urder that strive for objectivity. 

T
he first category includes both conventional and psychological w

orks 
sustaining official conclusions in the W

arren R
eport. C

onventional accounts, 
p
rem

ised
 o

n
 O

sw
ald

's g
u

ilt fro
m

 start to
 fin

ish
, in

clu
d

e D
av

id
 B

elin
's 

N
ovem

ber 22, 1963, 25  Jim
 B

ishop's T
he D

ay K
ennedy W

as Shot, 26  W
illiam

 
M

anchester's T
h
e. D

ea
th

 o
f a

 P
resid

en
t," 

P
riscilla M

cM
illan Johnson's 

M
arina and L

ee, 28  and diverse biographies of the O
sw

ald fam
ily, m

em
oirs 

of leading figures, and several m
inor studies on physical evidence from

 the 
crim

e. T
ypical of such articles are those by D

r. John K
. L

attim
er, a N

ew
 

Y
ork urologist," and P

rofessor L
uis A

lvarez, a C
alifornia N

obel L
aureate 

in physics." T
he form

er, asserting authority in ballistics, proclaim
ed after 

studying the W
arren C

om
m

ission autopsy m
aterials that they proved O

sw
ald 

killed P
resident K

ennedy. F
rom

 X
-rays and photographs alone no one can 

determ
ine w

ho pulled any particular trigger. L
attim

er conveniently ignored 
the bullet(s) associated w

ith the w
ounding of citizen Jam

es T
. T

ague, evi-
d
en

ce w
h
ich

 in
 itself sh

atters th
e o

fficial fin
d
in

g
s." A

lv
arez stu

d
ied

 th
e 

Z
apruder film

 and asserted that that evidence affirm
ed official findings of 

O
sw

ald's sole guilt. H
e too isolated the object of his study from

 contextual 
evidence, ignoring the trees that blocked the first shot, occurring around 
fram

e 190, he claim
ed, and also ignoring T

ague. 
In psychological studies the authors flee from

 the w
orld of fact into the 

m
ental interstices of figures associated w

ith the m
urder, m

ainly the dead 
L

ee H
arvey O

sw
ald. T

hese accounts are found m
ainly in articles, but R

enatus 
H

artogs' and L
ucy F

reem
an's T

he T
w

o A
ssassins" and R

obert T
hom

pson's 
T

h
e T

ria
l o

f L
ee H

a
rvey O

sw
a
ld

," a screenplay for the A
m

erican B
road-

castin
g
 C

o
m

p
an

y
, are rep

resen
tativ

e b
o
o
k
 titles. T

h
e fo

rm
er claim

ed
 to

 
have "studied" O

sw
ald's fifth-grade report card, w

hich indicated his m
en-

tal instability and predisposition to kill K
ennedy; but they did not present 



a sin
g
le fact in

 critical co
n
tex

t to
 lin

k
 O

sw
ald

 to
 th

e m
u
rd

er. T
h
o
m

p
so

n
 

co
n
v
erted

 Jack
 R

u
b
y
 in

to
 an

 A
ll-A

m
erican

 h
ero

 d
riv

en
 b

y
 n

o
b
le m

o
tiv

es. 
T

h
e tru

th
, co

n
v
en

ien
tly

 ex
cised

 b
y
 T

h
o
m

p
so

n
 an

d
 A

B
C

 fo
r th

e illu
sio

n
, 

in
stead

 sh
o
w

s R
u
b
y
 to

 b
e a "p

u
n
k
 p

in
in

g
 to

 b
e a h

o
o
d
,"" co

n
su

m
ed

 b
y
 

sen
su

ality
 an

d
 cru

d
ity

. 
T

he titles in the irrational category em
brace every conceivable explanation 

th
at u

n
b
rid

led
 im

ag
in

atio
n
s can

 co
n
ju

re u
p
. T

h
e m

o
re o

u
trag

eo
u
s ex

am
p
les 

in
clu

d
e P

at M
atteo

, T
h
is C

a
p
tive L

a
n
d
," in

 w
h

ich
 K

en
n

ed
y

 is k
illed

 to
 

p
rev

en
t h

is escap
e fro

m
 a m

in
iatu

re ato
m

ic b
o
m

b
; T

h
o
th

n
u
 T

astm
o
n
a, It Is 

A
s If . . . ," connects the case to origins w

ith the nineteenth-century M
orm

on 
lead

er B
rig

h
am

 Y
o
u
n
g
; an

d
 B

ern
ard

 M
. B

an
e, Is John F

. K
ennedy A

live 
. . . ,"

 p
o

n
d

ers th
at v

ery
 q

u
estio

n
. S

y
b
il L

eek
, w

h
o
se cred

en
tials in

clu
d

e 
being "a certified w

itch," w
rote w

ith B
ert S

ugar, T
he A

ssassination C
hain," 

in
 w

h
ich

 an
 ev

il lin
k
 is fo

u
n
d
 am

o
n
g
 v

ario
u
s p

o
litical m

u
rd

ers. R
o
b
ert S

h
ea 

an
d
 R

o
b
ert A

n
to

n
 W

ilso
n
, Illum

inatus 	
,"

 seek
 an

 ex
p
lan

atio
n
 in

 
an

cien
t E

g
y
p
t. N

eal W
ilg

u
s, T

he Illum
inoids, 40  fin

d
s th

e
 O

rd
e
r o

f th
e
 

Illu
m

in
ati, o

r m
aso

n
ic co

n
sp

iracy
, b

eh
in

d
 th

e m
u
rd

er. 
T

h
e irratio

n
al literatu

re ty
p
ically

 assu
m

es th
e co

n
clu

sio
n
s o

f th
e W

arren
 

C
o
m

m
issio

n
 to

 b
e v

alid
 in

 term
s o

f O
sw

ald
's p

articip
atio

n
, b

u
t it seek

s 
larg

er m
o

tiv
es an

d
 d

ev
ices th

at m
an

ip
u

lated
 h

is lo
n

eso
m

e act. O
sw

ald
's 

g
u
ilt is co

n
stan

tly
 reaffirm

ed
, w

h
en

 it sh
o
u
ld

 b
e q

u
estio

n
ed

 as rig
o
ro

u
sly

 as 
an

y
 o

th
er fact. T

h
e irratio

n
al p

u
b
licatio

n
s o

ften
 ap

p
eal to

 so
m

e p
seu

d
o
-

scien
tific fad

 in
 p

o
p
u
lar th

o
u
g
h
t, lik

e n
ecro

m
an

cy
 o

r astro
lo

g
y
, an

d
 can

 
u
su

ally
 b

e fo
u
n
d
 in

 th
e su

p
erm

ark
et n

ew
sp

ap
ers. L

in
co

ln
 L

aw
ren

ce's W
ere 

W
e C

ontrolled?' 
ev

en
 arg

u
es th

at a p
o
sth

y
p
n
o
tic su

g
g
estio

n
 trig

g
ered

 
rad

io
 tran

sm
issio

n
s o

p
eratin

g
 th

ro
u
g
h
 a n

eu
ro

lo
g
iC

al im
p
lan

t in
 th

e ro
b
o
t 

O
sw

ald
, cau

sin
g

 h
im

 to
 k

ill K
en

n
ed

y
. W

illiam
 S

m
ith

's A
ssassination by 

C
onsensus" sin

k
s in

 th
e sam

e w
ater, arg

u
in

g
 th

at "p
sy

ch
ic d

isp
lacem

en
t" 

o
p
erated

 b
y
 a m

asterm
in

d
 w

o
rk

ed
 its d

esig
n
 th

ro
u
g
h
 m

o
re in

ferio
r m

in
d
s. 

A
ll o

f th
is, o

f co
u
rse, d

rifts w
ell b

ey
o
n
d
 Jam

es B
o
n
d
's w

o
rld

 o
f ev

il co
n
-

spiracies into som
e sort of certifiable m

adness. 
T

h
e su

b
jectiv

e categ
o
ry

 in
clu

d
es th

e literatu
re o

f th
o
se w

h
o
 d

issen
t fro

m
 

th
e W

arren
 C

o
m

m
issio

n
's fin

d
in

g
s an

d
 h

av
e tried

, at least, to
 w

restle w
ith

 
p
ro

b
lem

s o
f ev

id
en

ce p
ertin

en
t to

 th
e m

u
rd

er itself. S
u
ch

 w
riters d

o
 n

o
t 

b
lin

d
ly

 accep
t th

e o
fficial v

ersio
n
 an

d
 d

o
 sh

o
w

 so
m

e critical an
aly

sis, b
u
t 

th
eir literatu

re rem
ain

s sad
d
led

 b
y
 th

eo
retical assu

m
p
tio

n
s an

d
 th

eir fu
n
d
a- 

m
en

tal q
u
estio

n
 p

u
ts th

e w
h
o
 b

efo
re th

e w
h
at. T

h
e p

rim
e q

u
estio

n
, w

e 
insist, is still: w

hat h
ap

p
en

ed
 o

n
 D

ealey
 P

laza o
n
 2

2
 N

o
v
em

b
er 1

9
6
3
? A

fter 
th

at factu
al b

ase co
m

es th
e q

u
estio

n
 "w

h
o
 sh

o
t K

en
n
ed

y
?" W

e m
u
st re-

lu
ctan

tly
 co

n
ced

e th
at w

e m
ay

 n
ev

er k
n
o
w

 th
e an

sw
er w

ith
 reaso

n
ab

le 
certitu

d
e. 

T
h
is th

ird
 categ

o
ry

, th
e su

b
jectiv

e, can
 b

e b
ro

k
en

 in
to

 sev
eral su

b
g
ro

u
p
s. 

O
n

e th
eo

rizes th
at th

e m
u
rd

er w
as th

e w
o

rk
 o

f th
e in

tern
atio

n
al C

o
m

m
u

n
ist 
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m
o
v
em

en
t, alth

o
u
g
h
 p

ro
p
o
n
en

ts o
ften

 d
iffer as to

 th
e m

eth
o
d
s em

p
lo

y
ed

. 
In C

arlos B
ringuier's R

ed F
riday" and in R

evilo P
. O

liver's series of articles," 
O

sw
ald is sim

ply a C
om

m
unist agent. M

ichael E
ddow

es, T
he O

sw
ald F

ile," 
ch

an
g
es th

e em
p
h
asis an

d
 b

ald
ly

 asserts th
at h

is ex
h
au

stiv
e search

 o
f all 

d
o
cu

m
en

ts p
ro

v
es th

at JF
K

's k
iller w

as a S
o
v
iet fak

e sen
t in

to
 A

m
erica to

 
fulfill diabolical ends. A

ll such w
orks beg the tw

o questions that ought to be 
p
u
t first: W

h
at is th

e ev
id

en
ce im

p
licatin

g
 O

sw
ald

? D
o
es an

y
 o

f it co
n
n
ect 

any O
sw

ald
 to

 th
e m

u
rd

er? 
E

d
w

ard
 Jay

 E
p
stein

's L
egend" co

n
tin

u
es to

 ex
p
lo

it th
e O

sw
ald

 th
em

e, 
m

odifying it to m
ake him

 a S
oviet agent converted to spying w

hile stationed 
in

 Jap
an

. T
o
 carry

 fo
rw

ard
 th

is th
esis, E

p
stein

 ig
n
o
res h

is critics as w
ell as 

n
o
n
co

n
fo

rm
in

g
 co

u
rt reco

rd
s. F

o
r ex

am
p
le, to

 m
ak

e O
sw

ald
 a d

efecto
r to

 
h
is n

ew
 S

o
v
iet m

asters, E
p
stein

 rep
o
rts th

at h
e left L

o
n
d
o
n
 o

n
 9

 O
cto

b
er 

1
9
5
9
 to

 reach
 F

in
lan

d
 o

n
 th

e 1
0
th

. B
u
t acco

rd
in

g
 to

 th
e p

assp
o
rt stam

p
s, h

e 
actu

ally
 left L

o
n
d
o
n
 o

n
 th

e 1
0
th

 an
d
 arriv

ed
 in

 F
in

lan
d
 o

n
 th

e 1
0
th

, a feat 
im

p
o
ssib

le acco
rd

in
g
 to

 all co
n
tem

p
o
rary

 co
m

m
ercial airlin

e sch
ed

u
les b

u
t 

n
o
t b

ey
o
n
d
 th

e fertile m
ach

in
atio

n
s o

f A
m

erican
 in

tellig
en

ce ag
en

cies. 
L

ik
e B

rin
g
u
ier, O

liv
er, E

d
d
o
w

es, an
d
 o

th
ers, E

p
stein

 attem
p
ts to

 h
am

m
er 

into the public m
ind the assertion w

ithout proof that O
sw

ald killed K
ennedy. 

T
h
ere is a su

b
stan

tial su
b
g
ro

u
p
 o

f th
eo

rists w
h
o
 try

 to
 p

ro
v
e, fro

m
 th

e 
o
th

er sid
e o

f th
e p

o
litical sp

ectru
m

, th
at th

e C
IA

 k
illed

 K
en

n
ed

y
. M

ich
ael 

C
an

field
 an

d
 A

lan
 W

eb
erm

an
's C

oup d'E
tat," F

letch
er P

ro
u
ty

's The Secret 
T

eam
," an

d
 S

id
 B

lu
m

en
th

al an
d
 H

arv
ey

 Y
azijian

's G
overnm

ent by G
un-

p
la

y' rep
resen

t th
is ev

id
en

ce-stretch
in

g
 effo

rt. A
sid

e fro
m

 n
u
m

ero
u
s fac-

tu
al erro

rs an
d
 rep

eated
 d

isto
rtio

n
s o

f ev
id

en
ce, th

e ch
aracteristic featu

re o
f 

th
is su

b
g
ro

u
p
 is th

eir av
o
id

an
ce o

f th
e actu

al m
u
rd

er an
d
 o

f its b
u
n
g
led

 
p

o
lice in

v
estig

atio
n

. T
h

eir h
o

t ch
ase after th

e C
IA

 ch
im

era is o
ften

 co
n

-
nected w

ith another subgroup of subjective w
riters. 

D
id

 o
rg

an
ized

 crim
e k

ill K
en

n
ed

y
? T

h
is th

eo
ry

 alw
ay

s h
ad

 its fo
llo

w
ers, 

b
u
t b

eg
in

n
in

g
 in

 th
e m

id
-1

9
7
0
s a series o

f v
o
lu

m
es ap

p
eared

 th
at p

u
rp

o
rted

 
to find proofs, including those connected to Judith C

am
pbell E

xner. T
ypical 

ex
p
ressio

n
s are P

eter N
o
y
es, L

egacy of D
oubt," S

eth
 K

an
to

r's W
ho W

as 
Jack R

uby?," th
e A

ssassin
atio

n
 In

fo
rm

atio
n
 B

u
reau

's C
landestine A

m
er-

ica," an
d
 P

eter D
ale S

co
tt's C

rim
e and C

over-U
p." O

rg
an

ized
 crim

e h
as 

b
eco

m
e A

m
erica's "diabolus ex m

achina," released in tim
es of heightened 

public aw
areness to explain m

ajor crim
es and m

inor social ailm
ents. E

lusive, 
w

ith
o
u
t stru

ctu
re, an

d
 w

ith
o
u
t a sin

g
le b

o
d
y
 o

f facts, th
e accu

satio
n
 n

ev
er-

th
eless fin

d
s m

o
st recen

t, alb
eit p

artial, en
d
o
rsem

en
t in

 th
e U

.S
. H

o
u
se 

S
elect C

o
m

m
ittee o

n
 A

ssassin
atio

n
's F

inal R
eport." 

S
till an

o
th

er su
b
g
ro

u
p
 in

 su
b
jectiv

ity
 m

ak
es C

h
ief Ju

stice E
arl W

arren
 

th
e m

alefacto
r, d

isto
rtin

g
 all ev

id
en

ce to
 m

ak
e th

is w
ish

 co
m

e tru
e. T

h
e 

tw
o
 b

est ex
am

p
les are E

d
w

ard
 Jay

 E
p
stein

's Inquest" an
d

 M
ark

 L
an

e's 
R

ush to Judgm
ent." P

resented to the uninform
ed as a w

ork of dispassionate 
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scholarly dissent, Inquest actually upholds the basic findings of the W
arren 

C
o
m

m
issio

n
 b

y
 d

ism
issin

g
 its failu

res as th
e fau

lt o
f its ch

airm
an

, w
h
o
 

allegedly w
ent against the findings of his ow

n staff and the F
B

I. E
pstein 

used F
B

I reports as w
ell as the files of som

e staff m
em

bers in his attack. 
T

his brief and fierce polem
ic actually exculpates H

oover's B
ureau, although 

that m
ay not have been E

pstein's intent. 
L

ane's R
u
sh

 to
 Ju

d
g
m

en
t provides a classic exam

ple of subjective gim
-

m
ickry, w

ith its scholarly cosm
etic of 4,500 footnotes, containing hundreds 

of substantial errors and repetitions. Q
uotations w

ithin the text have been 
quietly changed in over tw

o hundred instances from
 original docum

entary 
versions; im

portant m
aterial has been excised from

 the evidence in order to 
highlight the trivial or to m

islead. U
ltim

ately the book charges W
arren w

ith 
the crim

e of cover-up, w
hile exonerating the F

B
I. F

or exam
ple, one entire 

ch
ap

ter, b
ased

 o
n
 th

e testim
o
n
y
 o

f N
an

cy
 P

errin
 R

ich
, w

h
o
 w

o
rk

ed
 in

 
R

u
b
y
's n

ig
h
t clu

b
, p

reten
d
s p

ro
o
f o

f an
 O

sw
ald

-R
u
b
y
 lin

k
. L

an
e n

ev
er 

noted that R
ich gave three entirely different sets of testim

ony to investiga-
tors, that she suffered several m

ental breakdow
ns, and that she had habitually 

appeared at fam
ous trials offering to testify." 

O
n
e fu

rth
er su

b
g

ro
u

p
 h

as sifted
 th

e facts th
ro

u
g

h
 a left-w

in
g

 siev
e to

 
conclude that K

ennedy died as a result of a right-w
ing conspiracy. E

xcellent 
Illustrations of this subjectivity im

posed upon reality are: Jim
 G

arrison's 
H

eritage of Stone," M
ort S

ahl's H
ea

rtla
n
d
," C

arl O
glesby's C

ow
boy and 

Y
ankee W

ar," and the later w
ritings of Joachim

 Joesten.61  H
ugh M

cD
onald, 

A
ppointm

ent in D
allas,62  p

o
sits a m

y
sterio

u
s p

erso
n
 lu

rk
in

g
 in

 an
o
th

er 
)uilding w

ho actually shot K
ennedy and then fram

ed O
sw

ald as the "patsy" 
D

sw
ald

 claim
ed

 to
 b

e w
h
en

 in
terro

g
ated

. R
ich

ard
 P

o
p
k

in
's T

he Second 
)sw

a
ld

" p
lau

sib
ly

 assu
m

es th
at a m

an
 p

o
sin

g
 as O

sw
ald

 laid
 a track

 o
f 

lam
ag

in
g
 ev

id
en

ce aro
u
n
d
 D

allas in
 th

e w
eek

s b
efo

re th
e m

u
rd

er. T
h
e 

!v
id

en
ce in

 n
o
 w

ay
 p

reclu
d
es su

ch
 an

 O
sw

ald
 co

u
n
terfeit, b

u
t P

o
p
k
in

's 
'xplanation still rests on acceptance of the W

arren C
om

m
ission's assertion 

if the real O
sw

ald's role. P
opkin m

ore accurately m
ight have entitled his 

'aluable book "T
he F

ake O
sw

ald." 
T

he fourth category, the exploiters, identifies a phenom
enon extant since 

he w
eek of the m

urder, ranging from
 the greedy m

erchants of grief, ped-
Iling JF

K
 m

em
orabilia, to the publishing financiers m

aking ceaseless pro-
-lotions of the official findings. T

he W
arren C

om
m

ission orchestrated five 
T

iv
ate p

u
b
lish

ers fo
r v

ersio
n
s o

f its 
R

ep
o

rt," co
o
rd

in
atin

g
 th

e o
fficial 

elease to m
ake m

axim
um

 im
pact and profits. T

he first exploiters, how
ever, 

'ere K
ennedy hagiographers w

ho flooded the nation w
ith special-edition 

ew
sp

ap
ers, tab

lo
id

s, trin
k
ets, co

m
m

em
o
rativ

e b
o
o
k
s, an

d
 m

em
o
rial 

olum
es. R

eprints, collector's specials, and glossy inserts fell in scores from
 

le n
atio

n
al jo

u
rn

als an
d
 lo

cal n
ew

sp
ap

ers, n
o
n
e at red

u
ced

 p
rices. F

our 
)ays in N

ovem
ber," assem

bled by the editors of U
nited P

ress International  

and A
m

erican H
eritage P

ublishing C
om

pany, contained lavish color photo-
graphs and an inaccurate text. Its sales copies reached into the hundreds of 
th

o
u
san

d
s, w

ith
 ad

d
itio

n
al in

co
m

e d
eriv

ed
 fro

m
 th

eir reco
rd

 p
ro

m
o
tio

n
 

and a m
ovie spin-off. T

he entire success story bore the m
arks of a necro-

philiac sell by an advertising agency: a garish, tasteless celebration of sacrificial 
death. S

im
ilar ventures served publishers w

ell in packaging and selling the 
"m

artyred" president to the public. 
F

ro
m

 a lo
n

g
 list o

f th
e p

u
b
lish

in
g
 in

d
u
stry

's p
ro

m
o
tio

n
al b

o
o
k
s, 

T
he 

D
eath of a P

resident by W
illiam

 M
anchester exem

plifies best their im
pact 

an
d
 th

e sh
eer g

all o
f th

eir co
m

m
ercialism

." T
h
e b

o
o
k
 is p

erh
ap

s w
h
at 

N
orm

an M
ailer m

eans by "faction," because it certainly is not history based 
on evidence and professionalism

. O
ne prom

otional tease after another, w
ith 

a stream
 o

f p
rep

u
b
licatio

n
 p

ress releases, w
as co

u
p
led

 w
ith

 reg
u
lar tele-

vision new
s coverage once the K

ennedys intervened. D
espite review

ers and 
critics w

ho treated it m
ercilessly, m

edia m
agic transform

ed this error-laden 
volum

e into a sort of popular truth. In fact, it w
as little m

ore than a narra-
tiv

e sk
eleto

n
 o

f th
e W

arren
 R

eport, 
flesh

ed
 o

u
t w

ith
 n

u
m

ero
u
s in

sid
er 

interview
s. 

L
ike w

olves am
ong ew

es, m
ajor publishing houses have indiscrim

inately 
w

orked the entire fold, lavishly also prom
oting various books by W

arren 
R

eport dissenters. T
he books by A

nson, M
cD

onald, and O
'T

oole exem
plify 

th
is, w

ith
 reg

io
n
al rad

io
 an

d
 n

ew
sp

ap
er satu

ratio
n
 p

ro
m

isin
g
 n

ew
 d

is-
coveries and proofs. H

ugh M
cD

onald, in A
ppointm

ent in D
allas, claim

ed 
to have interview

ed the real assassin. H
is original m

anuscript had this real 
assassin

 h
id

in
g

 in
 a ju

d
g

e's ch
am

b
ers o

v
erlo

o
k

in
g

 D
ealey

 P
laza, b

u
t th

e 
p
u
b
lish

ed
 b

o
o
k
 p

u
t h

im
 at a w

in
d
o
w

 in
 a w

o
m

en
's restro

o
m

. 67  S
im

ilar 
w

izardry reached its m
ost sophisticated exploitation w

ith G
eorge O

'T
oole's 

T
he. A

ssassination T
apes." T

he book w
as actively m

arketed by the com
pany 

m
anufacturing an "evaluator m

achine," w
hich supposedly m

easured voice 
patterns for covert stress to prove that a conspiracy killed K

ennedy. W
ith 

n
u
m

ero
u
s m

ajo
r erro

rs O
'T

o
o
le em

p
lo

y
ed

 th
e fau

lty
 m

ach
in

e to
 test o

ld
 

video and audio tapes of w
itnesses to conclude that O

sw
ald w

as fram
ed. 

P
o

lice an
d

 sh
eriffs' d

ep
artm

en
ts acro

ss th
e lan

d
 receiv

ed
 ad

v
ertisem

en
ts 

for the instrum
ent that had allegedly solved the crim

e of the century. B
ut 

even this is child's play com
pared w

ith the antics of M
ark. L

ane. 
T

w
o books, tw

o film
s, lectures, records, and articles have kept pace w

ith 
sixteen years of changing fads in popular consciousness. W

hen initial public 
sk

ep
ticism

 fo
cu

sed
 o

n
 C

h
ief Ju

stice W
arren

, L
an

e's 
R

u
sh

 to
 Ju

d
g
m

en
t 

cru
d
ely

 m
isq

u
o
ted

 d
o
cu

m
en

ts, g
av

e in
accu

rate fo
o
tn

o
tes, an

d
 sk

illfu
lly

 
selected facts literally to fram

e W
arren." W

hen G
arrison's investigation in 

N
ew

 O
rleans captured national headlines, L

ane adjusted his w
ritings and 

lectures w
ith broad assertions that he w

as the district attorney's confidant." 
A

t th
e h

eig
h
t o

f stu
d
en

t u
n
rest, L

an
e staffed

 a b
o
o
th

 at co
lleg

iate fairs, 
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p
u
sh

in
g
 h

is literatu
re an

d
 h

is lectu
rin

g
 serv

ices to
 y

o
u
th

fu
l m

in
d
s seek

in
g
 a 

b
etter w

o
rld

." W
h

en
 ex

p
o

sés o
f th

e C
IA

 b
eg

an
 p

ilin
g

 u
p

 in
 th

e late 1
9

6
0

s, 
L

ane's articles and speeches discovered that K
ennedy had really been killed 

b
y
 th

e C
IA

." W
h
en

 p
o
litical an

d
 m

ed
ia w

in
d
s sh

ifted
 in

 th
e early

 1
9
7
0
s 

ag
ain

st th
e late J. E

d
g
ar H

o
o
v
er's F

B
I, L

an
e fo

u
n
d
 p

ro
o
fs o

f F
B

I g
u
ilt." 

T
h

is o
n

ly
 b

eg
in

s to
 d

o
cu

m
en

t L
an

e as th
e lead

in
g

 o
p

p
o

rtu
n

ist in
 th

e so
rry

 
literary history of this m

urder m
ystery. 

In A
 C

itizen's D
issent, 

L
an

e alleg
ed

 th
at th

e B
ritish

 B
ro

ad
castin

g
 C

o
m

-
p
an

y
 d

id
 n

o
t p

ay
 h

im
 a "sin

g
le farth

in
g
" w

h
en

, in
 fact, h

e h
ad

 receiv
ed

 
o
n
e o

f th
eir larg

est fees, o
v
er $

4
0
,0

0
0
." W

h
en

 h
e co

-p
ro

d
u
ced

, w
ith

 E
m

ile 
d

e A
n

to
n

io
, th

e film
 v

ersio
n

 o
f R

u
sh

 to
 Ju

d
g

m
en

t, 
h
e p

irated
 its so

u
n
d
 

track
, p

ro
v

o
k

in
g

 litig
atio

n
 b

y
 h

is irate co
-p

ro
d

u
cer." W

h
en

 L
an

e p
u

t 
D

o
n

ald
 F

reed
 to

 w
o

rk
 o

n
 a jo

in
tly

 w
ritten

 n
o

v
el, E

xecu
tive A

ctio
n
:6  h

e 
k
n
ew

 th
ey

 w
ere ex

p
lo

itin
g
 an

 ex
cellen

t p
lo

t lin
e. L

an
e h

ad
 b

een
 in

 N
ew

 
O

rlean
s w

h
en

 th
e ty

p
escrip

t fo
r th

e Jam
es H

ep
b

u
rn

 b
o

o
k

 F
arew

ell A
m

erica 
h

ad
 b

een
 d

eliv
ered

 to
 D

istrict A
tto

rn
ey

 G
arriso

n
 b

y
 H

erv
e L

am
arre, a 

p
erso

n
 asso

ciated
 w

ith
 F

ren
ch

 in
tellig

en
ce." A

s o
f 1

9
7

5
, th

e film
ed

 v
ersio

n
 

of E
xecutive A

ction h
ad

 earn
ed

 $
1
5
,0

0
0
,0

0
0
." 

O
n

ly
 L

an
e's in

itial article, p
u

b
lish

ed
 in

 D
ecem

b
er 1

9
6

3
 in

 th
e N

ational 
G

uardian, w
ritten

 w
ith

 th
at w

eek
ly

's ed
ito

rial aid
, co

n
trib

u
ted

 su
b

stan
tially

 
to

 d
ata p

u
b

licly
 av

ailab
le im

m
ed

iately
 after th

e m
u

rd
er." B

u
t h

is cred
ib

ility
 

b
eg

an
 to

 co
llap

se so
o
n
 after, as h

e o
ffered

 h
im

self to
 an

y
 b

id
d
er as th

e 
in

stan
t JF

K
 ex

p
ert, w

h
eth

er o
n
 cam

p
u
s o

r in
 C

o
n
g
ress. P

erh
ap

s in
 th

is case 
th

e C
IA

 g
o

t it rig
h

t w
h

en
 th

eir secret stu
d

y
 o

f W
arren

 R
eport critics con- 

clu
d
ed

 th
at L

an
e in

stin
ctiv

ely
 w

en
t fo

r th
e cap

illaries, n
o
t th

e ju
g
u
lar." T

h
e 

C
IA

 o
b
v
io

u
sly

 saw
 n

o
 ad

v
ersarial th

reat fro
m

 L
an

e's lim
ited

 v
isio

n
 an

d
 

fau
lty

 sch
o
larsh

ip
, b

u
t h

e h
as serv

ed
 g

o
v
ern

m
en

tal ag
en

cies w
ell b

y
 o

b
-

scu
rin

g
 b

asic ev
id

en
ce, u

p
stag

in
g
 serio

u
s research

ers, p
u
b
licizin

g
 tan

-
g
en

tial issu
es, an

d
 g

en
erally

 av
o
id

in
g
 an

y
th

in
g
 th

at req
u
ired

 h
ard

 w
o
rk

 fo
r 

n
o

 p
ro

fit an
d

 little p
u

b
licity

.' 
O

u
r fifth

 categ
o
ry

, lab
eled

 sin
ister, in

clu
d
es th

o
se p

u
b
licatio

n
s ab

o
u
t th

e 
m

u
rd

er th
at fo

cu
s o

n
 in

tellig
en

ce-g
ath

erin
g
 ag

en
cies an

d
, in

 so
m

e cases, 
w

ere w
ritten

 u
n
d
er th

eir su
rrep

titio
u

s sp
o
n

so
rsh

ip
. T

h
ese in

clu
d
e C

am
ille 

G
illes' 400,000 . . . , b

u
t th

e fo
rem

o
st ex

am
p

le is Jam
es H

ep
b

u
rn

's F
arew

ell 
A

m
erica, p

u
b
lish

ed
 in

 L
iech

ten
stein

 in
 1

9
6
8
, p

rin
ted

 in
 B

elg
iu

m
, an

d
 d

is-
trib

u
ted

 in
 C

an
ad

a," b
u

t n
o

t in
 th

e U
n

ited
 S

tates, b
y

 in
d

iv
id

u
als asso

ciated
 

w
ith

 S
D

E
C

E
, F

ran
ce's C

IA
. W

ith
 p

o
ten

tial lib
els o

n
 ev

ery
 o

th
er p

ag
e, th

e 
au

th
o

r (o
r au

th
o

rs?) alleg
e co

llab
o

ratio
n

 b
etw

een
 rig

h
t-w

in
g

 o
ilm

en
 an

d
 

ro
g

u
e C

IA
 elem

en
ts fo

r th
e K

en
n

ed
y

 k
ill. C

o
m

m
en

taries o
n
 th

e b
o
o
k
 

d
em

o
n
strate little critical aw

aren
ess an

d
 n

o
 co

m
p
reh

en
siv

e k
n
o
w

led
g
e o

f 
the evidence and usually end up em

bracing the hook's assum
ptions. W

arren 
H

in
ck

le's articles an
d

 o
n

e ch
ap

ter in
 h

is If Y
o
u
 H

a
ve a

 L
em

o
n
 . . . display 

an
 in

tim
ate k

n
o

w
led

g
e o

f th
e b

o
o

k
, b

u
t th

e ch
ro

n
o

lo
g

y
 as w

ell as essen
tial 

facts are in
 fu

n
d

am
en

tal erro
r." 

T
h
e w

o
rk

s o
f critics resp

o
n
sib

le to
 th

e ev
id

en
ce an

d
 to

 th
e tru

th
 co

m
p
ri 

our final category of K
ennedy m

urder-literature. T
hese authors show

 know
 

ed
g
e o

f th
e co

m
p
lex

 factu
al b

ase, th
e d

u
ty

 to
 treat th

e m
u
rd

er o
b
jectiv

e 
an

d
 w

ith
o
u
t d

istractio
n
, an

d
 th

e n
eed

 to
 stay

 free fro
m

 th
eo

retical d
istc 

L
io

n
s. T

h
is categ

o
ry

 can
 b

e su
b

d
iv

id
ed

 b
etw

een
 th

o
se early

 au
th

o
rs w

ritii 
b
efo

re th
e o

fficial p
u
b
lish

ed
 fin

d
in

g
s o

f th
e W

arren
 C

o
m

m
issio

n
 an

d
 th

o
 

later researchers w
ho started from

 the findings and evidence of the com
m

i 
sion in launching their studies. 

T
h
e early

 w
riters p

u
b
lish

ed
 a few

 articles, in
clu

d
in

g
 th

e M
ark

 L
an

e effc 
n

o
ted

 earlier, an
d

 th
ree b

o
o

k
s: T

h
o

m
as B

u
ch

an
an

's W
ho K

illed K
ennedy? 

Jo
ach

im
 Jo

esten
's O

sw
ald: A

ssassin or F
all G

uy," an
d
 L

eo
 S

au
v
ag

e's T
 

O
sw

a
ld

 A
ffa

ir." T
h

ey
 rem

ain
 su

b
stan

tially
 so

u
n

d
 w

ith
in

 th
e co

n
tex

t 
pre-W

arren 
R

eport m
aterials, an

d
 each

 is b
ased

 o
n
 p

ain
stak

in
g
 resear' 

an
d
 an

aly
tical arg

u
m

en
t; b

u
t all b

ear th
e su

b
co

n
scio

u
s m

ark
s o

f a p
ressii 

co
n

tro
v

ersy
 an

d
 th

e m
u

rd
er o

f an
 u

n
co

m
m

o
n

 m
an

. T
h

ey
 are essen

ti 
read

in
g

 fo
r an

y
o

n
e in

terested
 in

 th
e m

y
stery

 itself o
r in

 th
e m

y
stery

's lat 
h
isto

ry
. 

A
fter p

u
b
licatio

n
 o

f th
e W

arren
 R

eport, critics produced various article 
short studies and books, the m

ost valuable being the w
orks of S

ylvia M
eagh( 

H
aro

ld
 W

eisb
erg

, an
d
 H

o
w

ard
 R

o
ffm

an
. T

h
ere are also

 m
an

y
 v

alu
al: 

articles an
d

 b
o

o
k

 rev
iew

s in
 th

e m
o

n
th

ly
 jo

u
rn

al 
T

h
e M

in
o
rity o

f O
n
 

R
ay

m
o

n
d

 M
arcu

s p
u

b
lish

ed
 a sh

o
rt m

o
n

o
g

rap
h

 T
he B

astard B
ullet, w

hi 
carefu

lly
 an

aly
zed

 th
e Z

ap
ru

d
er film

 an
d

 rem
ain

s a m
in

o
r classic fo

r 
o
b
jectiv

ity
." S

y
lv

ia M
eag

h
er's Subject Index to

 th
e W

arren
 C

o
m

m
issio

r 
volum

es has given students their essential tool for m
astering that w

ilderne 
o

f p
u

b
lish

ed
 ev

id
en

ce." It w
as h

er A
ccessories after the F

act, th
o
u
g
h
, th

 
p
ro

v
id

ed
 a m

o
d
el fo

r sch
o
larly

 m
eth

o
d
." It carefu

lly
 scru

tin
ized

 th
e R

ep( 
an

d
 th

e tw
en

ty
-six

 v
o
lu

m
es, m

ak
in

g
 o

rd
erly

 sen
se o

f th
e ch

ao
tic o

ffic 
evidence and providing intelligent, critical com

m
entaries. 

W
eisberg's 

W
hitew

ash, ad
d

ressed
 to

 th
e g

en
eral p

u
b

lic, d
em

o
n

strat 
th

at th
e W

arren
 C

o
m

m
issio

n
 failed

 b
ecau

se it accep
ted

 u
n

q
u

estio
n

in
g

ly
 t 

th
eo

ry
, larg

ely
 m

an
u

factu
red

 b
y

 th
e F

B
I, th

at O
sw

ald
 k

illed
 th

e p
resid

en
t 

W
eisb

erg
 h

ad
 serv

ed
 in

 th
e 1

9
3

0
s as an

 in
v

estig
ato

r fo
r a S

en
ate co

m
m

itt 
u

n
co

v
erin

g
 A

m
erican

 fascist p
en

etratio
n

 o
f th

e g
o

v
ern

m
en

t an
d

 N
i 

influence in the A
m

ericas. D
uring W

orld W
ar 11 he had been w

ith the O
ff 

o
f S

trateg
ic S

erv
ices an

d
 h

ad
 also

 w
o
rk

ed
 as an

 an
aly

st fo
r th

e S
tate E

 
p

artm
en

t. W
eisb

erg
 co

u
p

led
 th

is ex
p

erien
ce w

ith
 h

is firm
 b

elief th
at t 

o
rig

in
al d

o
cu

m
en

ts o
u
g
h
t to

 serv
e as th

e b
ase u

p
o
n
 w

h
ich

 to
 b

u
ild

 
acco

u
n

t o
f th

e m
u

rd
er. 

W
eisb

erg
 h

as p
ersisted

 in
 h

is attack
, p

u
b

lish
in

g
 

W
h

itew
a

sh
 II, P

h
o

 
g
ra

p
h
ic W

h
itew

a
sh

, W
h

itew
a

sh
 IV

, O
sw

a
ld

 in
 N

ew
 O

rlea
n

s, 
and 

P
 

M
o
rtem

." T
h
is last v

o
lu

m
e, p

u
b
lish

ed
 p

riv
ately

 as w
ere all b

u
t tw

o
, g

i' 
an

 u
n
p
aralleled

 ex
am

in
atio

n
 o

f th
e ev

id
en

ce relatin
g
 to

 th
e JF

K
 au

to
p
: - 

w
ith

 h
u
n
d
red

s o
f p

ag
es o

f d
o
cu

m
en

ts p
h
o
to

g
rap

h
ically

 rep
ro

d
u
ced

. A
ll 



xxvi 	
Introduction 	

Introduction 

th
is, p

lu
s h

is sco
re o

f F
O

IA
 su

its, m
ak

es W
eisb

erg
 th

e p
rem

ier au
th

o
rity

, 
an

d
 ev

en
 g

o
v
ern

m
en

tal ag
en

ts w
h
o
 are m

o
st an

n
o
y
ed

 b
y
 h

im
 m

u
st co

n
su

lt 
his w

ork. 
R

o
ffm

an
's P

resum
ed G

uilty d
efin

ed
 th

e au
to

p
sy

 an
d
 b

allistic ev
id

en
ce 

to
 sh

o
w

 th
at th

e co
m

m
issio

n
 co

u
ld

 n
o
t lin

k
 O

sw
ald

 to
 th

e crim
e w

ith
 su

ch
 

ev
id

en
ce, g

iv
en

 th
e q

u
estio

n
s ask

ed
 an

d
 th

e tech
n
iq

u
es th

at th
ey

 em
p
lo

y
ed

. 
T

h
e m

etallic frag
m

en
ts in

sid
e th

e p
resid

en
t an

d
 th

e frag
m

en
ts o

f b
u
llets 

outside his body w
ere not m

atched, despite the existence of several scientific 
tests that could have done so conclusively." 

T
h
e sin

g
le m

o
st im

p
o
rtan

t ch
aracteristic m

ak
in

g
 th

ese critics resp
o
n
sib

le 
is th

eir co
m

m
o
n
 g

o
al to

 d
efin

e, secu
re, an

d
 ex

p
o
se d

o
cu

m
en

tary
 ev

id
en

ce 
in

 th
is m

u
rd

er case, m
o
st o

f w
h
ich

 g
o
v
ern

m
en

tal ag
en

cies ch
o
o
se to

 k
eep

 
co

n
tro

lled
 an

d
 secret. M

u
ch

 h
as b

een
 acco

m
p

lish
ed

 b
y

 law
su

its b
ro

u
g

h
t 

u
n
d
er th

e F
reed

o
m

 o
f In

fo
rm

atio
n
 A

ct, m
o
stly

 b
y
 H

aro
ld

 W
eisb

erg
 an

d
 h

is 
leg

al co
u
n
sel, Jam

es H
. L

esar. T
h
ese su

its, at th
e v

ery
 least, fo

rce ag
en

cies 
out of their ordinary cocoons of self-regulating, hence publicly irresponsible, 
b
u
reau

cracy
 in

to
 o

p
en

 leg
al an

d
 ju

d
icial acco

u
n
tab

ility
. T

h
is p

ro
cess h

as 
also

 b
lo

ck
ed

 th
e d

estru
ctio

n
 o

r d
isp

ersal o
f co

u
n
tless files an

d
 p

reserv
ed

 
h
u
n
d
red

s o
f cu

b
ic feet o

f b
asic ev

id
en

ce, to
 b

e p
laced

 b
efo

re th
e p

u
b
lic. 

S
ection 1 of our bibliography provides detailed briefs of the sort of litigation 

req
u
ired

, sh
o
w

in
g
 th

e ex
trao

rd
in

ary
 d

ifficu
lties th

at fed
eral ag

en
cies an

d
 

b
u
reau

cratically
 su

p
p

o
rtiv

e fed
eral ju

d
g
es can

 create fo
r o

rd
in

ary
 citizen

s. 
O

n
e im

p
o
rtan

t p
u
b
lish

ed
 ex

am
p
le o

f su
ch

 d
o
cu

m
en

ts is D
av

id
 R

. W
ro

n
e's 

Legal P
roceedings . . . , 

based on evidence that F
ederal C

ivil A
ction 2052-73 

fo
rced

 fro
m

 fed
eral files." 

In
 th

is co
n
tex

t o
f m

isp
laced

 b
u
reau

cratic self-p
reserv

atio
n
, n

o
 o

n
e o

u
g
h
t 

to
 b

e su
rp

rised
 to

 learn
 th

at th
e latest co

n
g

ressio
n

al reo
p

en
in

g
 o

f th
e JF

K
 

m
u
rd

er case ig
n
o
red

 m
u
ch

 o
f th

e m
ass o

f m
aterials co

m
p
iled

 o
u
tsid

e o
f 

W
arren

 C
o
m

m
issio

n
 ev

id
en

ce. T
h
e H

o
u
se S

elect C
o
m

m
ittee o

n
 A

ssassin
a-

tio
n
s p

aid
 v

irtu
ally

 n
o
 atten

tio
n
 to

 ev
id

en
ce b

ro
u
g
h
t in

to
 th

e p
u
b
lic d

o
m

ain
 

b
y
 F

reed
o
m

 o
f In

fo
rm

atio
n
 A

ct litig
atio

n
 an

d
 sh

u
n
n
ed

 co
n
tact w

ith
 re-

sp
o
n
sib

le critics. T
h
eir en

tire in
v
estig

atio
n
 sh

o
w

ed
 a m

ark
ed

 p
referen

ce fo
r 

a selectio
n
 o

f h
ig

h
ly

 v
isib

le w
itn

esses rath
er th

an
 fo

r th
e d

o
cu

m
en

tary
 

ev
id

en
ce an

d
 th

o
se few

 ex
p
erts w

h
o
 k

n
o
w

 it b
est. W

e th
erefo

re m
u
st co

n
-

clu
d

e o
u

r rem
ark

s w
ith

 a b
rief an

aly
sis o

f th
is m

o
st recen

t o
fficial rep

o
rt 

o
n
 P

resid
en

t K
en

n
ed

y
's d

eath
. 

O
n 22 July 1979, after a six-m

onth delay, the H
ouse S

elect C
om

m
ittee on 

A
ssassinations issued the F

inal R
eport o

f its tw
o

-y
ear in

v
estig

atio
n

 in
to

 th
e 

m
u
rd

ers o
f P

resid
en

t Jo
h
n
 F

. K
en

n
ed

y
 an

d
 D

r. M
artin

 L
u
th

er K
in

g
, Jr. T

h
e 

6
8
6
-p

ag
e p

ap
erb

ack
 o

fficial p
rin

tin
g
 is d

iv
id

ed
 in

to
 fiv

e p
arts: P

art I co
n
-

tain
s 2

6
1
 p

ag
es o

n
 th

e m
u
rd

er o
f K

en
n
ed

y
; P

art II h
as 2

5
0
 p

ag
es o

n
 th

e 
m

u
rd

er o
f K

in
g
; P

art III is tw
en

ty
 p

ag
es o

f reco
m

m
en

d
atio

n
s; P

art IV
 is 

th
irty

 p
ag

es o
f sep

arate rem
ark

s b
y

 co
m

m
ittee m

em
b

ers, in
clu

d
in

g
 th

e  

im
p
o
rtan

t d
issen

t b
y
 R

ep
. C

h
risto

p
h
er D

o
d
d
; an

d
 P

art V
 is 1

7
1
 p

ag
es 

ap
p

en
d

ices an
d

 referen
ces." 

O
n

e w
eek

 p
rio

r to
 o

fficial p
u

b
licatio

n
, G

. R
o

b
ert B

lak
ey

, ch
ief co

u
r 

fo
r th

e H
S

C
A

, g
av

e th
e B

an
tam

 P
u
b
lish

in
g
 C

o
m

p
an

y
 an

 ex
clu

siv
e ad

v
a 

co
p
y
 an

d
 receiv

ed
 $

3
,0

0
0
 fro

m
 th

em
 to

 w
rite a fifteen

-p
ag

e in
tro

d
u
ct 

fo
r th

eir p
rin

tin
g

 o
f the F

inal R
eport." In

 Ju
ly

, th
e g

o
v

ern
m

en
t co

m
p
le 

th
eir p

u
b
licatio

n
 o

f th
e rem

ain
in

g
 tw

en
ty

-sev
en

 v
o
lu

m
e ap

p
en

d
ix

 to
 

• H
S

C
A

 F
inal R

eport. T
w

elve volum
es concern the K

ennedy m
urder, thirty 

volum
es pertain to the killing of K

ing, and tw
o volum

es focus on legislat 
an

d
 ad

m
in

istrativ
e refo

rm
s. N

o
n
e o

f th
e v

o
lu

m
es is in

d
ex

ed
, an

d
 o

n
ly

 b
i 

w
ord-clues on the face of each suggest the contents to the reader. 
T

h
e H

S
C

A
's F

inal R
eport 

an
d
 its tw

elv
e v

o
lu

m
es o

f K
en

n
ed

y
 d

o
 

m
en

tatio
n

 are b
latan

tly
, y

et cu
rio

u
sly

, in
co

n
sisten

t w
ith

 th
e fin

al co
n

clu
s 

en
d
o
rsin

g
 a co

n
sp

iracy
 in

 D
allas. If an

y
th

in
g
, th

e b
u
lk

 o
f th

eir testim
c 

an
d

 ev
id

en
ce rem

ain
s tru

e to
 th

e H
S

C
A

's o
rig

in
ally

 stated
 p

u
rp

o
se, to

 m
t 

th
e W

arren
 R

eport "p
ersu

asiv
e."" B

u
t th

en
, as if in

 a m
ere afterth

o
u
l 

to
 sev

eral sectio
n
s o

f th
e F

inal R
eport, 

th
e read

er is u
rg

ed
 to

 reject 
W

arren R
eport's co

rn
ersto

n
e: O

sw
ald

, th
e lo

n
e assassin

. 
O

b
v
io

u
sly

, th
e H

S
C

A
 h

ad
 g

o
n
e p

u
b
lic at th

e last m
o
m

en
t o

v
er th

e am
 

evidence confirm
ing a front gunm

an facing K
ennedy. In fact, it w

as W
art 

R
eport critics M

ary
 F

errell, G
ary

 M
ack

, an
d
 P

en
n
 Jo

n
es, Jr., w

h
o
 b

ro
ilf 

th
e tap

e an
d
 o

th
er d

ata to
 th

e atten
tio

n
 o

f th
e H

S
C

A
.' A

n
o
th

er criti 
R

o
b
ert G

ro
d
en

, p
ain

stak
in

g
ly

 lo
cated

 a k
ey

 w
itn

ess fo
r th

e H
S

C
A

 stafl 
T

his not only exem
plifies the level of the H

S
C

A
's com

petence as research 
b
u
t also

 its refu
sal to

 fo
llo

w
 its co

n
g
ressio

n
al m

an
d
ate to

 in
v
estig

ate I 
p
erfo

rm
an

ce o
f earlier fed

eral in
v
estig

ato
rs. In

 1
9
6
4
 th

e F
B

I claim
ed

 
h
av

e stu
d
ied

 certain
 au

d
io

 tap
es an

d
 to

 h
av

e fo
u
n
d
 n

o
 p

ertin
en

t ev
id

er 
o
n
 th

em
." T

h
e W

arren
 C

o
m

m
issio

n
 ev

en
 p

rin
ted

 v
ersio

n
s o

f th
em

. 
A

p
p
aren

tly
 n

o
 H

S
C

A
 m

em
b
er o

r staff in
v
estig

ato
rs th

o
u
g
h
t to

 q
u
estio

n
 I 

F
B

I o
n
 th

is fu
n
d
am

en
t fo

r co
n
sp

iracy
. 

In
stead

, th
e F

inal R
eport 

reassu
red

 its read
ers th

at "the W
arren C

o 
m

issio
n
 co

n
d
u
cted

 a
 th

o
ro

u
g
h
 a

n
d
 p

ro
fessio

n
a
l in

vestig
a
tio

n
 in

to
 

responsibility of L
ee H

arvey O
sw

ald for the assassination.'"°' It then pi 
ceed

ed
 to

 k
n

o
ck

 d
o

w
n

 sev
eral "straw

m
en

" th
eo

ries left an
d

 rig
h

t, at rad-
tireso

m
e len

g
th

, m
o
st o

f w
h
ich

 w
e h

av
e n

o
ted

 in
 o

u
r categ

o
ries o

f t 
irratio

n
al, su

b
jectiv

e, ex
p
lo

itativ
e, an

d
 sin

ister literatu
re. S

o
 it w

as tI 
sid

esh
o

w
 d

ram
as ab

o
u

t "th
e u

m
b

rella m
an

" an
d

 th
e S

o
v

iet-scb
stitu

tt 
O

sw
ald

 lo
o
k
-alik

e w
ere d

em
o
lish

ed
 in

 a fan
fare o

f m
ed

ia p
u
b
licity

 frc 
C

apitol H
ill. Y

et, at crucial points in the F
inal R

eport, the H
S

C
A

 w
ould h2 

u
s tu

rn
ed

 h
alfw

ay
 aro

u
n
d
 fro

m
 th

e W
arren

 R
eport to

 em
b
race th

e su
g
g
 

tio
n
 o

f "m
o

re th
an

 o
n

e g
u

n
m

an
!" 

In
 su

ch
 b

ew
ild

erin
g
 circu

m
stan

ces, it is ap
p
ro

p
riate fo

r u
s to

 ex
am

i 
b

riefly
 so

m
e k

ey
 elem

en
ts in

 th
e o

fficial ex
p

lan
atio

n
s, n

o
w

 m
ain

ly
 u

p
d

at 



xxviii 	
Introduction 	

Introduction 	
xxi; 

fro
m

 th
e W

arren
 R

eport b
y
 th

e H
S

C
A

 fo
r 1

9
7
9
. W

e m
u
st lim

it atten
tio

n
 

to
 sev

eral v
ital p

arts o
f th

is o
fficial case an

d
 th

e w
ay

s it u
ses an

d
 ab

u
ses 

ev
id

en
ce. W

e are n
o
t in

 th
e b

u
sin

ess o
f ex

cu
lp

atin
g
 an

y
o
n
e, in

clu
d
in

g
 

O
sw

ald
. R

ath
er, w

e w
ish

 o
n
ly

 to
 m

easu
re th

e p
resen

t H
S

C
A

's case b
y
 th

e 
total evidence available. W

e w
ill exam

ine seven points here. 
F

irst, w
ith

 reg
ard

 to
 th

e JF
K

 au
to

p
sy

 rep
o
rt, th

e H
S

C
A

's F
inal R

eport 
states: 

T
h
e secrecy

 th
at su

rro
u
n
d
s th

e au
to

p
sy

 p
ro

ceed
in

g
s, th

erefo
re, h

as led
 to

 
considerable skepticism

 tow
ard the C

om
m

ission's findings. C
oncern has been 

expressed that authorities w
ere less than candid, since the N

avy doctor in charge 
of the autopsy conducted at B

ethesda N
aval H

ospital destroyed his notes. . . . 1"
 

T
h
is is n

o
t tru

e. T
h
e p

ro
b
lem

 b
eg

an
 w

ith
 th

e fact th
at th

e W
arren

 C
o
m

-
m

issio
n
 u

sed
 a seco

n
d
 d

raft, n
o
t th

e o
rig

in
al au

to
p
sy

 rep
o
rt. T

h
e N

av
y
 

d
o
cto

r, J. J. H
u
m

es, b
u
rn

ed
 th

e first au
to

p
sy

 p
ro

to
co

l im
m

ed
iately

 after 
O

sw
ald

's m
u
rd

er b
y
 R

u
b
y
. T

h
at d

eath
 elim

in
ated

 th
e n

eed
 fo

r a trial, h
is 

testim
o
n
y
 an

d
 cro

ss-ex
am

in
atio

n
. T

h
e seco

n
d
 d

raft w
as later ch

an
g
ed

, 
th

en
 m

o
d
ified

 ag
ain

 in
 th

e o
ffices o

f a N
av

y
 ad

m
iral. T

h
e W

arren
 C

o
m

m
is-

sio
n
 th

en
 m

ask
ed

 th
e d

estru
ctio

n
 o

f th
is o

rig
in

al d
o
cu

m
en

t b
y
 assertin

g
 

th
at H

u
m

es' n
o
tes h

ad
 b

een
 b

u
rn

ed
. In

 fact, th
e d

o
cto

r d
estro

y
ed

 h
is h

o
lo

-
g
rap

h
ic d

raft, b
u
t h

e tu
rn

ed
 in

 h
is seco

n
d
 d

raft, alo
n
g
 w

ith
 h

is n
o
tes, to

 
fed

eral ag
en

cies. T
h
ese n

o
tes th

en
 d

isap
p
eared

, b
u
t th

e actu
al ch

ain
 o

f ev
i-

dence rem
ains for anyone desiring to see it. 

O
n
 S

u
n
d
ay

, 2
4
 N

o
v
em

b
er 1

9
6
3
, H

u
m

es ex
ecu

ted
 tw

o
 certificates. O

n
e 

stated
 th

at h
e h

ad
 b

u
rn

ed
 p

relim
in

ary
 d

raft n
o
tes. T

h
e o

th
er, ad

d
ressed

 to
 

C
ap

tain
 J. H

. S
to

v
er, h

is C
o
m

m
an

d
in

g
 O

fficer, stated
 in

 p
art: "A

u
to

p
sy

 
n
o
tes an

d
 th

e h
o
lo

g
rap

h
 d

raft (i.e., th
e seco

n
d
 o

n
e) o

f th
e fin

al rep
o
rt w

ere 
h
an

d
ed

 to
 C

o
m

m
an

d
in

g
 O

fficer . . . at 1
7
0
0
, 2

4
 N

o
v
em

b
er 1

9
6
3
."'" T

h
e 

next day, A
dm

iral G
allow

ay, C
om

m
anding O

fficer, N
ational N

aval M
edical 

C
en

ter, tran
sm

itted
 b

y
 h

an
d
 to

 A
d
m

iral G
eo

rg
e C

. B
u
rk

ley
, P

h
y
sician

 to
 

th
e P

resid
en

t, th
e p

ro
to

co
l an

d
 "th

e w
o
rk

 p
ap

ers in
 th

e case o
f Jo

h
n
 F

. 
K

en
n
ed

y
," reco

rd
in

g
 th

is tran
sactio

n
 w

ith
 a m

em
o
ran

d
u
m

. 10' O
n
 2

6
 N

o
-

v
em

b
er, R

o
b
ert B

o
u
ck

 o
f th

e S
ecret S

erv
ice accep

ted
 th

is fro
m

 B
u
rk

ley
, 

sig
n
in

g
 a receip

t fo
r th

e "au
to

p
sy

 rep
o
rt an

d
 n

o
tes o

f th
e ex

am
in

in
g
 d

o
cto

r 
w

h
ich

 is d
escrib

ed
 in

 a letter o
f tran

sm
ittal N

o
v
. 2

5
, 1

9
6
3
, b

y
 D

r. G
allaw

ay
 

[sici."'" H
ere th

e reco
rd

 o
f th

e ch
ain

 o
f p

o
ssessio

n
 en

d
s, an

d
 th

ese v
ital 

n
o
tes d

isap
p
ear fro

m
 h

isto
ry

. H
u
m

es h
o
w

ev
er testified

 in
 1

9
6
4
 b

efo
re th

e 
W

arren
 C

o
m

m
issio

n
 th

at: "In
 th

e p
riv

acy
 o

f m
y
 o

w
n
 h

o
m

e, early
 in

 th
e 

m
o
rn

in
g
 o

f S
u
n
d
ay

, N
o
v
em

b
er 2

4
, 1

 m
ad

e a d
raft o

f th
is rep

o
rt. . . T

h
at 

d
raft I p

erso
n
ally

 b
u
rn

ed
. . . .'"06  T

h
e co

m
m

issio
n
 ig

n
o
red

 th
e d

estru
ctio

n
 

and preferred to cover up the disappearance; H
S

C
A

 did the sam
e. 

T
his leads to the related m

atter of the H
S

C
A

's false assertion that ".. . neither 
th

e m
em

b
ers o

f th
e W

arren
 C

o
m

m
issio

n
, n

o
r its staff, n

o
r th

e d
o
cto

rs w
h
o
 

p
erfo

rm
ed

 th
e au

to
p
sy

, to
o
k
 ad

v
an

tag
e o

f th
e X

-ray
s an

d
 p

h
o
to

g
rap

h
s o

: 
th

e p
resid

en
t th

at w
ere tak

en
 d

u
rin

g
 th

e co
u
rse o

f th
e au

to
p
sy

.'°' T
h
is claim

 
goes back to the W

arren C
om

m
ission's lone-assassin theory, w

hich requirec 
that the alleged three bullets all cam

e from
 behind and high to the right; one 

o
f th

em
 m

issin
g
, o

n
e p

assin
g
 th

ro
u
g
h
 K

en
n
ed

y
 an

d
 C

o
n
n
ally

 in
flictin

g
 

sev
en

 w
o
u
n
d
s, an

d
 th

e last sh
atterin

g
 K

en
n
ed

y
's sk

u
ll.'" T

h
e sin

g
le b

u
llet 

th
at in

flicted
 so

 m
an

y
 w

o
u
n
d
s h

ad
 to

 h
av

e p
en

etrated
 th

e p
resid

en
t's b

o
d
y
 

at a steep
-en

o
u
g
h
 an

g
le to

 ex
it at h

is n
eck

tie k
n
o
t an

d
 co

n
tin

u
e d

o
w

n
w

ard
 

to
 h

it C
o
n
n
ally

 n
ear h

is arm
p
it. T

h
e co

m
m

issio
n
 h

ad
 p

u
t th

e en
try

 h
o
le at 

th
e b

ack
 o

f K
en

n
ed

y
's n

eck
; b

u
t th

e H
S

C
A

 fo
u
n
d
 th

at th
e b

u
llet h

o
le in

 th
e 

au
to

p
sy

 w
as actu

ally
 w

h
ere v

ario
u
s critics, p

articu
larly

 W
eisb

erg
 an

d
 R

o
ff-

m
an

, h
ad

 said
 it w

as: in
 th

e b
ack

.'" T
o
 reco

n
cile th

eir co
n
trad

ictio
n
 o

f th
e 

W
arren

 C
o
m

m
issio

n
's v

ersio
n
, th

e H
S

C
A

 co
n
co

cted
 th

e tale o
f ig

n
o
ran

ce 
ju

st q
u
o
ted

. 
A

g
ain

, th
e ch

ain
 o

f ev
id

en
ce p

u
ts th

e lie to
 all o

f th
is. T

h
e W

arren
 C

o
m

-
m

issio
n
 an

d
 its staff d

id
 h

av
e access to

 th
e X

-ray
s, p

h
o
to

g
rap

h
s, an

d
 o

th
er 

d
o
cu

m
en

tary
 ev

id
en

ce th
at p

laced
 th

e b
u
llet en

try
 h

o
le o

n
 th

e b
ack

 an
d
 to

o
 

low
 to enable the single bullet to transit tw

o bodies and cause seven w
ounds. 

In
 th

e m
in

u
tes o

f th
e ex

ecu
tiv

e sessio
n
 o

f 2
7
 Jan

u
ary

 1
9
6
4
, C

h
ief C

o
u
n
sel 

J. L
ee R

an
k
in

 in
fo

rm
ed

 th
e m

em
b
ers o

f th
e co

m
m

issio
n
: ". . . it seem

s 
q
u
ite ap

p
aren

t n
o
w

, sin
ce w

e h
av

e th
e p

ictu
re o

f w
h
ere th

e b
u
llet en

tered
 in

 
th

e b
ack

, th
at th

e b
u
llet en

tered
 b

elo
w

 th
e sh

o
u
ld

er b
lad

e to
 th

e rig
h
t o

f 
th

e b
ack

b
o
n
e. . . .""° O

n
 2

1
 Ju

n
e 1

9
6
6
, th

e S
ecret S

erv
ice issu

ed
 an

 u
n
-

titled
 p

ress release th
at stated

 in
 p

art: "T
h
e X

-ray
 film

s w
ere u

sed
 fo

r th
e 

b
riefin

g
 o

f th
e W

arren
 C

o
m

m
issio

n
's staff o

n
 th

e au
to

p
sy

 p
ro

ced
u
re an

d
 

resu
lts.""' S

ecret S
erv

ice C
h
ief T

o
m

 K
elley

, th
en

 an
 In

sp
ecto

r, to
ld

 H
aro

ld
 

W
eisb

erg
 th

at h
e h

ad
 sh

o
w

n
 th

e film
s to

 th
e staff."' S

taff m
em

b
er A

rlen
 

S
pecter stated, in an interview

 w
ith U

.S. N
ew

s &
 W

orld R
eport on 10 O

cto-
b
er 1

9
6
6
 th

at: "I w
as sh

o
w

n
 o

n
e p

ictu
re o

f th
e b

ack
. . . ."'' In

 an
o
th

er 
in

terv
iew

, th
is tim

e w
ith

 Jo
sep

h
 W

h
alen

, th
e b

io
g
rap

h
er o

f P
resid

en
t 

K
en

n
ed

y
's fath

er, S
p
ecter ad

m
itted

 th
at h

e h
ad

 seen
 th

e au
to

p
sy

 film
s at 

th
e tim

e.''' W
h
y
 sh

o
u
ld

 th
e H

S
C

A
 try

 to
 b

u
ry

 all o
f th

is? 
T

h
e th

ird
, an

d
 related

, illu
stratio

n
 is th

e falsificatio
n
 o

f th
e d

escrip
tio

n
 

o
f P

resid
en

t K
en

n
ed

y
's sh

irt co
llar. T

h
e "slits" o

n
 h

is sh
irt co

llar m
ay

 
ap

p
ear to

 b
e o

f m
in

o
r sig

n
ifican

ce, b
u
t in

 fact th
ey

 are a m
ajo

r p
art o

f th
e 

sim
p
le an

d
 co

n
crete ev

id
en

ce. In
 o

rd
er to

 em
b
race th

e sin
g
le-b

u
llet th

eo
ry

, 
th

e W
arren

 C
o
m

m
issio

n
 as w

ell as th
e H

S
C

A
 h

ad
 to

 p
ro

v
e th

at th
e b

u
llet 

th
at tran

sited
 th

e p
resid

en
t's n

eck
 p

ro
ceed

ed
 o

n
 a steep

-en
o
u
g
h
 d

o
w

n
w

ard
 

an
g
le to

 lin
e u

p
 w

ith
 th

e g
o
v
ern

o
r's b

ack
 w

o
u
n
d
. O

n
ly

 b
y
 lo

w
erin

g
 th

e ex
it 

w
o
u
n
d
 to

 th
e lev

el o
f- th

e n
eck

tie k
n
o
t co

u
ld

 th
at d

o
w

n
w

ard
 an

g
le fit th

eir 
p
reco

n
ceiv

ed
 so

lu
tio

n
 fo

r th
e tran

sit. T
h
e slig

h
test v

ariatio
n
 in

 an
g
le w

ill 
co

m
p
letely

 n
eg

ate th
e co

m
m

issio
n
's attem

p
t to

 tie th
e lo

n
e assassin

 an
d
 h

is 
h
ard

w
o
rk

in
g
 sin

g
le b

u
llet to

 th
e m

u
rd

er. T
h
e H

S
C

A
, to

o
, p

u
t all o

f its 
arg

u
m

en
t o

n
 th

is lin
e. 
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d
u
ctio

n
 	

xxxi 

T
he H

S
C

A
's team

 of m
edical specialists described the president's shirt 

collar through w
hich the bullet had to pass, in order to hit the governor's 

back, in this m
anner: 

E
xam

ination of the shirt reveals a slit-like defect in the upper left front por-
tion, 1.4 centim

eters below
 the topm

ost buttonhole. T
his defect m

easures 1.4 
centim

eters in length, w
ith its long axis parallel to the long axis of the body. 

T
here is a corresponding slit-like defect 1.5

. centim
eters below

 the center of the 
button on the right. T

his defect m
easures 1.5 centim

eters in length and is also 
parallel to the long axis of the body (S

ee fig. 3, a photograph of the shirt) "
' 

A
ll of this w

ill, of course, sustain the single-bullet theory and its requisite 
transit, as intended. T

he photograph of the shirt collar, how
ever, w

as taken 
from

 fifteen feet aw
ay, rendering it indistinct, perhaps also as intended. 

T
hat slit below

 the buttonhole is indeed parallel to the long axis of the 
body, but it also extends halfw

ay into the neckband. T
he slit on the button 

side is perpendicular to the body axis and below
 the seam

 of the neckband 
an

d
 sh

irt, m
u
ch

 clo
ser to

 th
e ed

g
e th

an
 th

e o
th

er. T
h
e p

rim
ary

 p
ro

b
lem

 
is that the slits do not coincide w

hen the shirt is buttoned! M
oreover, these 

slits w
ere devoid of any traces of m

etal typically found w
hen a bullet passes 

th
ro

u
g
h
 clo

th
.'" In

 fact, th
ese slits w

ere m
ad

e b
y
 th

e P
ark

lan
d
 H

o
sp

ital 
em

ergency room
 staff in D

allas follow
ing surgical procedures by w

hich they 
hurriedly but deftly cut aw

ay the shirt w
ith scalpels. T

he attending physician, 
D

r. C
harles Jam

es C
arrico, and the duty nurse verified that this is precisely 

w
hat they did."' C

arrico testified to the W
arren C

om
m

ission that the bullet 
hole in the throat w

as above the shirt collar. W
hen asked by C

om
m

ission 
m

em
ber D

ulles to dem
onstrate w

here, precisely, the w
ound w

as, C
arrico 

pointed it out on his ow
n body, and D

ulles responded: "I see. A
nd you put 

your hand right above w
here your tie is?"" 8  N

eedless to say, the resultant 
angle renders the single-bullet theory inoperable and dem

olishes the official 
case on this point. 

F
o
u
rth

, th
e H

S
C

A
 F

inal R
eport reasserted the W

arren R
ep

o
rt's claim

 
that O

sw
ald's palm

 print w
as found on the stock of the rifle discovered on 

th
e six

th
 flo

o
r o

f th
e T

ex
as S

ch
o

o
l B

o
o

k
 D

ep
o

sito
ry

 b
u

ild
in

g
." 9  B

u
t th

e 
H

S
C

A
 om

itted the fact that the print had been m
ailed into F

B
I headquarters 

by the D
allas police days after the rifle had left D

allas for laboratory testing; 
the D

allas officer w
ho lifted the print from

 the stock refused point-blank to 
execute an affidavit for the W

arren C
om

m
ission stating w

here the print had 
o
rig

in
ated

.'" 
F

ifth, the W
arren C

om
m

ission had claim
ed that O

sw
ald carried the dis-

assem
b

led
 rifle in

to
 th

e b
u

ild
in

g
 in

 a p
ap

er sack
 fo

u
n

d
 o

n
 th

e six
th

 flo
o

r 
near the alleged scene of the crim

e.'" A
n array of scientific data w

as then 
m

ustered to prove that "several" fibers discovered on the sack cam
e from

 a 
blanket found am

ong O
sw

ald's possessions in a garage w
here the rifle w

as  

allegedly stored. T
he rifle "could have picked up the fibers from

 the blanket 
an

d
 tran

sm
itted

 th
em

 to
 th

e p
ap

er b
ag

" b
u
t th

e co
m

m
issio

n
, as w

ell as 
H

S
C

A
's clear assertio

n
 o

f its fin
d
in

g
s, d

id
 n

o
t rep

o
rt th

e fact th
at th

e 
D

allas police took no precautions at all to keep the several articles of evi-
d
en

ce fro
m

 co
m

in
g
 in

to
 co

n
tact w

ith
 each

 o
th

er p
rio

r to
 ex

am
in

atio
n
.'" 

L
ikew

ise, the H
S

C
A

 sim
ply elim

inated the testim
ony of B

ook D
epository 

em
p
lo

y
ee D

o
u
g
h
erty

, w
h
o
 w

aited
 ju

st in
sid

e th
e b

u
ild

in
g
's en

tran
ce th

at 
m

o
rn

in
g
 an

d
 em

p
h

atically
 sw

o
re th

at O
sw

ald
 en

tered
 em

p
ty

-h
an

d
ed

.'" 
F

urtherm
ore, to assert that the sack could accom

m
odate the disassem

bled 
rifle parts is to contravene the sack's linear m

easurem
ent.'" T

o charge that 
O

sw
ald's fingerprints w

ere on the em
pty sack proves nothing. O

sw
ald w

orked 
on the sixth floor during preceding w

eeks; his prints ought to be there and 
elsew

here. W
hat the H

S
C

A
 did not report is the fact that the fingerprints of 

p
o
lice o

fficers w
h
o
 p

ick
ed

 u
p
 th

e sack
 an

d
 carelessly

 h
an

d
led

 it d
id

 n
o
t 

appear w
hen it w

as tested,'" w
hich surely suggests som

ething about their 
testing procedures. 

S
ixth, the H

S
C

A
 F

inal R
eport repeated the W

arren R
ep

o
rt's conclusion 

that O
sw

ald fired three shots, tw
o of w

hich had to occur prior to the m
ove- 

m
ent of the presidential lim

ousine behind the S
tem

m
ons' S

treet sign in the 
Z

ap
ru

d
er film

, at fram
e 2

1
0
. T

h
e sh

o
t th

at th
ey

 state w
as fired

 "at ab
o
u
t 

fram
es 188-191" is the bullet that is said to have caused seven w

ounds on 
tw

o m
en.'" N

o m
ention is m

ade of the live oak trees in front of the B
ook 

D
ep

o
sito

ry
 th

at b
lo

ck
ed

 th
e v

isio
n
 o

f an
y
 sn

ip
er fro

m
 th

at alleg
ed

 lair 
b
etw

een
 Z

ap
ru

d
er fram

es 1
7

0
 an

d
 2

1
0

.1" F
ram

es 1
8
8
-1

9
1
, th

en
, co

u
ld

 
arguably even elim

inate O
sw

ald, or anyone else, firing from
 that particular 

location at that particular point in tim
e. O

bviously this w
ould require the 

presence of another assassin, or other assassins, firing from
 another location, 

o
r o

th
er lo

catio
n
s, at th

at v
ery

 sam
e tim

e. O
n
ce ag

ain
, w

e are fo
rced

 to
 

w
onder at the m

ethods and purposes of the recent H
S

C
A

 investigation. 
S

eventh, the om
ission of Jam

es T
. T

ague from
 the F

inal R
eport, as w

ell 
as from

 the tw
elve volum

es and the entire investigation, sufficiently dis- 
cred

its th
e H

S
C

A
's co

m
m

itm
en

t to
 tru

th
. In

cred
ib

ly
, su

ch
 an

 ex
ten

siv
e 

congressional probe did not call as a w
itness, nor even investigate, one of 

the victim
s of the crim

e. T
he F

inal R
eport does not even m

ention his nam
e.'" 

Just thirty m
inutes from

 H
S

C
A

's staff offices, on Judiciary S
quare, there 

are in
n
u
m

erab
le leg

al reco
rd

s fro
m

 th
e F

B
I's testin

g
 o

f th
e m

aterial d
u
g
 

from
 the curbstone hit that caused citizen T

ague to bleed that day.'" D
id it 

not seem
 im

portant to official investigators, in 1964'" and 1978, to know
 

w
here exactly T

ague stood, the location of his w
ound, and the w

hereabouts 
of later photographs that he took of all of this? T

hat curbstone, apparently 
stru

ck
 b

y
 o

n
e o

f th
e b

u
llets, is n

o
w

 in
 th

e N
atio

n
al A

rch
iv

es, w
ith

 th
e 

sh
attered

 area n
eatly

 p
lastered

 o
v

er.''' A
fter so

m
eo

n
e h

ad
 tid

ied
 u

p
 th

at 
bit of prim

ary evidence, the F
B

I subsequently cleaned its files of key analyt-
ical reports on the curbstone itself.'" 
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A
s if these seven points are not enough to underm

ine confidence in the 
H

S
C

A
's recent investigation, several additional and m

ore general observa-
tions m

ust be m
ade. T

he m
ost obvious failure is the congressional refusal to 

m
ake an honest inquiry into the F

B
I's role in the original probe, w

hich is all 
th

e m
o
re serio

u
s if w

e recall th
e W

arren
 C

o
m

m
issio

n
's o

w
n
 m

isg
iv

in
g
s 

about F
B

I pressures. It is com
pounded by the fact that the F

B
I controlled 

all security clearances for W
arren C

om
m

ission and H
S

C
A

 staff and con-
sultants. P

erhaps a few
 m

ore exam
ples of the F

B
I's curious w

ays w
ith the 

evidence w
ill suffice. 

M
rs. R

. E
. A

rn
o
ld

, in
 a h

an
d
w

ritten
 statem

en
t fo

r th
e F

B
I, stated

 th
at 

she saw
 O

sw
ald on the first floor at about 12:25 P.M

., w
hich is five m

inutes 
before the gunshots and over ten m

inutes after an arm
ed figure w

as seen on 
th

e u
p

p
er flo

o
rs b

y
 o

u
tsid

e w
itn

esses. W
h

en
 th

e F
B

I ty
p

ed
 h

er o
rig

in
al 

statem
ent, the tim

e changed to 12:15.'" 
S

ev
eral sco

re p
riso

n
ers cro

w
d

ed
 th

e w
in

d
o

w
s o

f th
e to

p
 flo

o
r o

f th
e 

D
allas C

rim
inal C

ourts B
uilding to view

 the m
otorcade. W

hat they saw
, 

from
 perhaps the best vantage point in the entire D

ealey P
laza, had urgent 

value to any investigation of the m
urder, but their attem

pts to subm
it testi-

m
ony to w

hat they saw
 w

ere firm
ly turned aw

ay. W
hen at least one prisoner 

p
ressed

 th
e m

atter th
ro

u
g

h
 h

is atto
rn

ey
, th

e F
B

I retu
rn

ed
 h

is req
u

est to
 

testify that he saw
 tw

o m
en in the alleged sniper's lair, none of them

 fitting 
the description of O

sw
ald, w

ith the annotation "not pertinent."'" 
A

k
in

 to
 th

is is th
e ex

am
p

le o
f C

h
arles B

ro
n
so

n
, w

h
o

 to
o

k
 slid

es an
d

 
m

otion pictures of the assassination. H
e m

ade his film
 and slides available 

to the F
B

I on M
onday, 25 N

ovem
ber 1963. T

he F
B

I view
ed them

 prom
ptly, 

after the E
astm

an K
odak C

om
pany finished processing them

 in D
allas, and 

ev
alu

ated
 th

em
. T

h
e F

B
I S

p
ecial A

g
en

ts said
 th

e p
ictu

res w
ere "n

o
t su

f-
ficiently clear" for identification purposes and "these film

s failed to show
 

th
e b

u
ild

in
g

 fro
m

 w
h
ich

 th
e sh

o
ts w

ere fired
." In

 1
9

7
8

 E
arl G

o
lz o

f th
e 

D
allas M

orning N
ew

s an
d
 G

ary
 M

ack
 o

f F
t. W

o
rth

 rad
io

 statio
n
 K

F
JZ

 
located B

ronson, w
ho m

ade the pictures available to photographic experts 
and to a reluctant H

S
C

A
. T

he film
 clearly show

s the T
exas S

chool B
ook 

D
epository and w

hat appears to be tw
o figures in the w

indow
s of the alleged 

sn
ip

er's lair.'" 
T

h
is lead

s u
s to

 a fin
al o

b
serv

atio
n
 ab

o
u
t th

e F
B

I in
 th

e co
n
tex

t o
f th

e 
H

S
C

A
's recent investigation, specifically w

ith regard to the case against 
O

sw
ald. S

om
e relationship clearly existed betw

een the tw
o in N

ew
 O

rleans 
betw

een M
ay and S

eptem
ber 1963. F

or exam
ple, the F

B
I never at any point 

told anyone associated w
ith the official investigation of K

ennedy's killing 
that the address O

sw
ald stam

ped on his N
ew

 O
rleans literature' 16  w

as the 
sam

e address 	us-ed by an anti-C
astro group and coincidentally as w

ell by a 
close associate of the F

B
I. O

sw
ald used 544 C

am
p, w

hich w
as one side of 

the sam
e corner building having the dual address of 531 L

aF
ayette.'" T

he 

anti-C
astro C

ubans w
orked out of offices at 544 C

am
p, w

hile a certain G
uy 

B
anister kept an office at 531 L

aF
ayette. B

y M
ay 1963, B

anister w
as a free-

lance detective and form
er F

B
I agent, m

aintaining close contact w
ith local 

F
B

I ex-colleagues. T
he unpublished record, w

hich w
as m

uddied by G
arri-

son's grand inquisition, did establish the m
eetings held in B

anister's office 
w

ith the anti-C
astro groups. D

avid F
errie, a shadow

y figure in right-w
ing 

fringe groups around N
ew

 O
rleans, also m

et w
ith such groups and had a 

"close" relationship w
ith B

anister.'" T
hese anti-C

astro groups operated as 
p
aram

ilitary
 u

n
its, n

o
 d

o
u
b
t w

aitin
g
 fo

r th
e n

ex
t in

v
asio

n
 call. W

h
eth

er 
co

n
n

ected
 sp

ecifically
 to

 th
em

 o
r n

o
t, B

an
ister also

 acted
 in

 certain
 g

u
n
-

sm
uggling projects in and outside N

ew
 O

rleans.'" T
he F

B
I reported none 

of the B
anister associations to the W

arren investigators, and the H
S

C
A

 dis-
counted the entire topic by invoking a sort of devil theory that m

ade "or-
ganized crim

e" the culprit.'" 
T

h
e F

B
I also

 n
ev

er rep
o
rted

 o
r ex

p
lain

ed
 th

e ap
p
earan

ce in
 O

sw
ald

's 
address book of three nonexistent addresses.''' S

om
e have suggested that 

these m
ay possibly relate to intelligence connections, as coded locations. 

In addition, the F
B

I never identified the person associated w
ith O

sw
ald at 

several handbill operations in N
ew

 O
rleans, w

hen the tw
o openly circulated 

pro-C
astro literature. T

hese O
sw

ald activities w
ere recorded on the film

s by 
M

artin, D
oyle, W

W
L

, and W
D

S
U

-T
V

.'42  T
he F

B
I privately exam

ined all 
of the film

s but m
anaged, for som

e inexplicable reason, to excise, blur, and 
m

odify those portions that show
ed O

sw
ald's associate.'" F

inally, the F
B

I 
n
ev

er id
en

tified
 th

e "o
th

er" p
erso

n
's fin

g
erp

rin
t, o

n
ly

 O
sw

ald
's, o

n
 th

e 
handbill or flyer they passed around on the D

um
aine W

harf.'" O
bviously 

the entire tale rem
ains to be told, but w

e believe that O
sw

ald's N
ew

 O
rleans 

ad
v
en

tu
res w

ill p
ro

v
id

e k
ey

s to
 fu

tu
re d

o
o
rs. F

o
r th

at reaso
n
, w

e h
av

e 
supplied a m

ap that identifies som
e of O

sw
ald's know

n locations in N
ew

 
O

rleans during the four m
onths prior to his fatal m

ove to D
allas. 

W
h

ile m
u

ch
 o

f th
is acco

u
n

t rem
ain

s circu
m

stan
tial, co

in
cid

en
tal, an

d
 

covert, there are also som
e substantial links betw

een O
sw

ald and the C
IA

 
still overlooked in the latest official study by the H

S
C

A
. T

he ex-A
ttorney 

G
en

eral N
ich

o
las K

atzen
b
ach

 testified
 b

efo
re th

e H
S

C
A

, w
ith

 reg
ard

 to
 

political assassinations generally, that "w
henever they [C

IA
] w

anted a book 
su

p
p
ressed

 th
ey

 cam
e to

 m
e an

d
 I to

ld
 th

em
 n

o
t to

 d
o
 it."'" T

en
u
o
u
s as 

this undoubtedly is, it at least suggests a C
IA

 w
orking-interest, an exerted 

control in the unfolding tragedy of U
.S

. political assassinations that began 
anew

 in 1963. T
heir desire to control aspects of such stories w

ithin dom
estic 

new
s m

edia and publishing houses at that tim
e is now

 so w
ell exposed as to 

req
u

ire n
o

 fu
rth

er co
m

m
en

t. W
ith

 sp
ecific referen

ce to
 th

e case ag
ain

st_
 

O
sw

ald
, th

e fo
rm

er C
IA

 D
irecto

r A
llen

 D
u
lles, a W

arren
 C

o
m

m
issio

n
 

m
em

ber, secretly m
et w

ith the C
IA

 officials to help them
 prepare for the 

com
m

ission's questions and to suggest to them
 how

 they could lim
it responses 
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concerning O
sw

ald.'" T
he C

IA
 also w

ithheld crucial photographic intelli-
gence from

 the com
m

ission in 1964, after secretly obtaining a print of the 
Z

ap
ru

d
er film

 an
d

 su
b

m
ittin

g
 it q

u
ietly

 to
 th

e N
atio

n
al P

h
o

to
g

rap
h

ic In
- 

terp
retatio

n
 C

en
ter fo

r tech
n
ical an

aly
sis. T

h
at stu

d
y

 fo
u

n
d

 th
at sh

o
ts 

occurred at tim
es w

hich excluded O
sw

ald as a lone assassin
.'" N

o
n

e o
f th

is 
critical inform

ation ever cam
e before the W

arren C
om

m
ission but although 

it surfaced in the R
ockefeller C

om
m

ission's investigation of the C
IA

, re-
p

o
rted

 in
 1

9
7

5
, th

e p
o

in
t co

n
v

en
ien

tly
 san

k
 w

ith
o

u
t trace an

d
 rem

ain
ed

 
subm

erged for the H
S

C
A

's study.'" 
W

e rem
ain

 p
ain

fu
lly

 aw
are o

f th
e ig

n
o

ran
ce th

at still su
rro

u
n

d
s th

is 
m

urder case. W
e reluctantly m

ust assert, after a careful study of the H
S

C
A

's 
F

inal R
eport, that this m

ost recent official version does not satisfy the need 
fo

r a th
o
ro

u
g
h
 in

q
u
iry

 in
to

 w
hat 

h
ap

p
en

ed
 th

at d
ay

 in
 D

allas. It d
o
es, 

how
ever, m

ark a m
ajor erosion in this case am

ong federal agencies. P
erhaps 

in tim
e the H

S
C

A
's halting endorsem

ent of a probable conspiracy w
ill be 

seen as excessive scrupulosity rather than political tim
idity. T

heir R
eport 

takes a first official step aw
ay from

 the W
arren R

eport, and w
e hope that 

the next step w
ill be into the context of the case, to explain how

 every m
ajor 

institution, except for the federal judiciary, has failed to m
eet its subsequent 

obligation to the A
m

erican public in this case. 
W

hile the m
edia becam

e m
ainly docile m

outhpieces for officialdom
, our 

leg
islativ

e an
d
 ex

ecu
tiv

e b
ran

ch
es w

ere sh
o
w

in
g
 th

em
selv

es m
an

ifestly
 

unable to investigate them
selves, m

uch less the killing of a president. O
nly 

our federal law
 courts, w

ith their adversary procedure and the F
reedom

 of 
Inform

ation A
ct, have perm

itted the citizenry to break through deliberate 
clo

u
d
s o

f o
fficial o

b
fu

scatio
n
. N

o
 o

n
e d

ares g
ain

say
 th

e sp
ecial ro

le th
at 

th
eir d

ecisio
n
s h

av
e p

lay
ed

, in
 m

o
st cases, fo

r th
e freein

g
 o

f th
is m

u
rd

er 
m

y
stery

 fro
m

 b
u

reau
cratic b

o
n

d
ag

e. F
u

tu
re sch

o
lars w

ill o
w

e th
eir first 

debt to the access to the evidence that federal judges and private litigants 
have forced. 

W
e are confident that m

ore affirm
ative answ

ers w
ill som

e day em
erge to 

the questions of w
hat happened and w

ho did it. O
nly the full prim

ary evi- 
dence, once it em

erges into the light of day, w
ill provide a system

atic m
ap 

for the road back from
 D

allas. W
hen that happens, the U

nited S
tates can 

again realize the m
eaning in its m

otto on the reverse side of its G
reat S

eal: 
A

 nnuit C
oeptis.'" 

N
O

T
E

S
 

1
. S

ee [102, 684]. 
2. See 	

p. 1. 
3
. S

ee [7
9
, 8

0
], an

d
 esp

ecially
 [8

0
], p

. 3
2
9
, 

"T
h

e
 W

a
rre

n
 C

o
m

m
issio

n
 co

n
d

u
cte

d
 a

 
th

o
ro

u
g
h
 a

n
d
 p

ro
fe

ssio
n
a
l in

ve
stig

a
tio

n
 in

to
 th

e
 re

sp
o
n
sib

ility o
f L

e
e
 H

a
rve

y O
sw

a
ld

 fo
r th

e
 

assassination." 

4
. W

illiam
 R

. C
o
rso

n
, T

h
e
 A

rm
ie

s o
f Ig

n
o
ra

n
ce

.. T
h
e
 R

ise
 o

f th
e
 A

m
e
rica

n
 In

te
llig

e
n
ce

 
E

m
p

ire
 (N

ew
 Y

ork: D
ial, 1977). 

5
. S

ee 	
[2]. 

6
. S

ee [91]. 
7
. S

ee 1851, p. 23. 
8
. S

ee [531], p. 358. 
9
. S

ee [745, 877]. 
1

0
. W

ho w
ill investigate the investigators? 

1
1
. S

ee T
he N

ew
 Y

ork T
im

es [3392]. 
1
2
. S

ee [110], p. 234. 
1
3
. S

ee [571] and the D
allas docum

ents reproduced in [109], pp. 13, 141-65, 
1
4
. S

ee [110], p. 236, and also in [973], pp. 486-87. 
1
5
. S

ee [1
0

9
], p

p
. 1

3
1

-3
2

, w
h

ere th
e fak

ed
 p

ag
es are p

h
o

to
g

rap
h

ically
 rep

ro
d

u
ced

, an
d

 
[110], pp. 109-10. 

1
6
. S

ee [684], p. 18. 
1

7
. T

h
e W

arren
 C

o
m

m
issio

n
's n

in
e m

o
n
th

s an
d
 fifteen

 m
illio

n
 d

o
llar b

u
d
g
et p

ro
d
u
ced

 
300 cubic feet of paper, now

 in the N
ational A

rchives, W
ashington, D

.C
. S

econdary w
riters 

such as D
avid B

elin [699], P
riscilla Johnson M

cM
illan [2423], Jim

 B
ishop [2160], and A

lfred 
N

ew
m

an [726] do not stray from
 official explanations because they rely entirely and credu-

lously on W
arren C

om
m

ission evidence. 
18, F

or exam
ple, beyond W

arren C
om

m
ission evidence, 500 cubic feet of F

B
I files are 

relevant, especially from
 its D

allas and N
ew

 O
rleans offices, along w

ith hundreds of cubic 
feet each

 fro
m

 o
th

er o
fficial ag

en
cies, p

riv
ate in

v
estig

ato
rs, F

O
IA

 litig
an

ts, an
d
 state o

r 
local records. 

19. See [389, 719, 882-84]. 
2

0
. See [684], p. 423. 

2
1

. S
ee [80], pp. 104-9; [735], pp. 333-39. 

2
2

. See (8
8

0
], w

h
ere T

h
o

m
p

so
n

 p
o

sits th
ree; C

o
n

g
ressm

en
 S

am
u

el D
ev

in
e an

d
 R

o
b

ert 
E

dgar of the H
S

C
A

 raised this possibility in their separate view
s [80], p. 651. 

2
3

. S
ee the T

hom
as V

allee file in C
D

 149, especially the 10 D
ecem

ber 1964 report; the 
Jo

sep
h
 A

d
am

s M
ilteer d

o
cu

m
en

ts, N
A

, are p
artially

 rep
ro

d
u
ced

 in
 W

eisb
erg

, F
ra

m
e
 U

p
 

(N
ew

 Y
ork: O

uterbridge &
 D

ienst frey, 1971), pp. 468-88. 
2

4
. See the letter of 23 July 1964 from

 J. E
dgar H

oover to J. L
ee R

ankin, G
eneral C

ounsel 
W

C
, C

D
 N

o. 1286, w
hich in part states: "R

egarding your request concerning the John B
irch 

S
o
ciety

 an
d
 'M

in
u
tem

en
,' th

is is to
 ad

v
ise th

is B
u
reau

 d
id

 n
o
t co

n
d
u
ct an

y
 in

v
estig

atio
n
 o

f 
those organizations or its m

em
bers in the S

tate of T
exas during 1963." T

his is disingenuous, to 
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