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T
o defeat the enem

y agent w
e m

ust redouble our w
ar on crim

e —
 for A

m
erica's 

fou
r m

illion
 k

n
ow

n
 crim

in
als are easy recru

it's for th
e d

irty w
ork

 of esp
ion

age 

T
H
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 a series of im
p

ortan
t articles ab
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t th

e activities of th
e F

ifth
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m

n
 in

 A
m

erica 

SPIES AND THE UNDERWORLD 
T

H
E spy m

enace that threatens A
m

erica's 
secu

rity
 is m

ad
e im

m
easu

rab
ly

 m
o
re 

dangerous because of the vast arm
y of 

crim
inals w

ithin our gates. F
or the spy and 

the crim
inal are directly related to each other. 

B
o
th

 are law
less; b

o
th

 h
o
ld

 th
at th

e en
d
s 

justify the m
eans. A

nd the underw
orld, w

ith 
its total lack of com

m
on decency, of patriot-

ism
, lo

v
e o

f co
u

n
try

 o
r an

y
 in

terest in
 th

e 
public good, form

s a ready-m
ade recruiting 

ground w
here espionage agents can enlist re-

cruits to sw
ell the ranks of the F

ifth C
olum

n. 
In the ranks of crim

inality, m
ajor spies can 

find individuals w
ho w

ill give them
 inform

a-
tio

n
 o

n
 co

n
d
itio

n
s th

at ex
ist in

 in
d
u
strial 

plants and elsew
here. M

ore im
portant still, 

they can find m
en and w

om
en w

ho w
ill not 

hesitate to carry out their orders to cripple or 
destroy our industrial efficiency. T

he m
inions 

of the underw
orld are not trusted leaders in 

the espionage field; they are m
enials, chosen 

to com
m

it destruction. 
S

pecial A
gents of the F

ederal B
ureau of 

Investigation already have observed indica-
tions in various parts of the country of the 
fact that spies recognize the trem

endous help 
that the crim

inal elem
ent can give them

. 
H

aving faced the pow
er of the underw

orld 
for tw

enty-three years, I view
 w

ith grave con-
cern the overtures w

hich already have been 
m

ade to the depravity of crim
inally-m

inded 
persons —

 and I shudder at w
hat m

ight hap-
pen w

hen espionage agents are able to w
ork 

them
selves into positions of intim

ate contact 
w

ith the vast arm
y of crim

inals w
ho w

ill stop 
at n

o
th

in
g

 —
 n

o
t ev

en
 th

e h
o

n
o

r o
f th

eir 
native land —

 so long as they get their price. 

C
rim

e's C
om

m
on D

enom
inator 

N
O

 FO
R

C
E

 in A
m

erica could be so disastrous 
as a public attitude w

hich w
ould soli A

m
erica  
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short. Y
et day after day there are eV

idences or 
such an attitude —

 and w
hen w

e analyie the 
cause w

e are taken back to the principles • 
w

hich m
otivate the underw

orld. T
he one 

com
m

on denom
inator is dishonesty. 

C
onsider the case of tw

enty-one-year-old 
K

arl A
llen D

rum
m

ond, for instance. W
hen he 

w
as seventeen he w

as arrested for forgery in 
W

ichita, K
ansas, and given a tw

o-year pro-
bationary sentence. T

w
o years later, he w

as 
again arrested, this tim

e for burglary, and 
given an additional probationary sentence. 
T

hen, in • June, 1938, he w
as charged w

ith 
stealing books and tools from

 the plant w
here 

he w
as em

ployed. T
he thirty-day jail sentence 

he received on the charge w
as suspended and 

again he w
as placed on probation. In the 

m
eantim

e, he had been em
ployed as an in-

spector in an aircraft factory. C
onfidential 

blueprints and photographs cam
e into his pos-

session and w
ith inconceivable disloyalty he 

sought to peddle these vitally valuable item
s 

to foreign forces. T
he patriotism

 of his brother, 

This sorting m
achine never fails 

to select the right fingerprints 

to w
hom

 he w
ent for aid in disposing of the . 

secret docum
ents, proved K

arl D
rum

m
ond's 

undoing. T
he brother turned the plans over to 

the N
aval Intelligence S

ervice, and K
arl 

D
rum

m
ond received a tw

o-year penitentiary 
sentence. 

I have previously stated- that the real bul-
w

ark against the m
achinations of spies and 

saboteurs of all kinds and types is the m
orale 

w
hich can be relied upon to repel all attem

pts 
at corruption and subversion. B

ut this m
orale 

exists only w
hen there is a definite, w

ide-
spread respect for law

 and order. 
T

he real danger to dem
ocratic institutions 

is alw
ays w

ithin a country's ow
n borders -

and this danger lies in a possible breakdow
n of 

m
oral fiber am

ong its citizens. Such a break-
dow

n com
es from

 a lack of respect for the 
processes of law

 and order upon w
hich the 

w
ell-being of any com

m
unity is founded. H

is-
tory proclaim

s the cause of the dow
nfall of 

nations that have risen, flourished and then 
decayed. T

he reason lies in the grow
ing w

eak-
ness, of the rulers of these nations and their 
consequent inability to enforce their law

s. 
T

he rulers of a dem
ocracy are the citizens 

of a dem
ocracy. W

e believe fervently in our 
dem

ocratic system
 of governm

ent. F
or this 

reason, w
e should view

 w
ith great alarm

 any 
developm

ent of w
idespread crim

inality am
ong 

the people of our country. T
his should be a 

source of particular concern to us if evidences 
of m

oral corruption appear am
ong the youth 

of our land, In recent years such evidences of 
m

oral corruption have appeared am
ong our 

youth —
 and I have called attention m

any 
tim

es to this highly disturbing developm
ent. I 

feel that it is not out of place to refer to it 
again in considering the m

enace of a F
ifth 

C
o
lu

m
n
. , 

M
y reason is that not only do spies and 

saboteurs m
enace our national security, but 

that they also are used sim
ultaneously as 

subversive agents by m
any countries. In other 

w
ords, spies are trained not only in the science 

of espionage and sabotage; they are also 
trained in the science of subversive propa-
ganda, w

hich has been brought to a high scale 
of effectiveness in several E

uropean countries. 

It m
ay w

elt be that this is the m
ost serious 

phase of our problem
. S

triking at arsenals, 
at navy yards, at industrial plants, at pow

er 
lines, at lines of com

m
unication and trans-

portation, constitutes of course a serious 
m

enace. B
ut m

ore serious still is the threat to 
the m

oral stam
ina and patriotic idealism

 of 
any people. W

e m
ay , rest assured that this 

condition and its possibilities are w
ell know

n 
to those abroad w

ho envy our prosperity and 
resent our dem

ocratic institutions. 
W

e m
ust efficiently protect our battleships, 

our arm
s, our shipyards and our far-flung for-

tifications. B
irt the enem

y that infiltrates 
through our gates and into our current life to 
teach the doctrines of dictatorial pow

er —
 and 

thus poison our dem
ocratic idealism

 at its 
source —

 is a far greater m
enace than the 

a ed forces that m
ight confront us in de- 

ris 
c tred w

ar. W
e m

ust protect ourselves against 
t  greater enem

y, too. 

A
 W

ar W
e M

u
st W

in
 

T
H

E
 w

ar on crim
e is a defensive w

ar. It is 
one w

hich m
ust be w

on or A
m

erica w
ill take 

its place in the ranks of those countries of 
ancient and m

odern tim
es that flourished, de-

cayed and fell. 
T

he underw
orld in any country is allied 

w
ith the forces of destruction, both w

ithin and 
w

ithout that country. F
or this reason the 

support of the citizens of every com
m

unity 
should' be given w

ithout stint to all law
-

enforcem
ent agencies so that crim

inality m
ay 

b
e co

n
tro

lled
 an

d
 th

is n
atu

ral recru
itin

g
 

ground for enem
y agents reduced to a m

ini-
m

um
. 

T
he youth of our country should be taught 

not only to hate foreign spies, but to despise 
dom

estic crim
inality. O

ne is as dangerous as 
the other. T

he youth of A
m

erica should be 
afforded appropriate protection against air-
planes that m

ight drop desolation and death 
from

 the skies at night; they also should be 
adequately protected against the no less dan-
gerous efforts of foreign enem

ies to underm
ine 

our A
m

erican ideals of dem
ocracy- and free-

dom
. A

m
erica m

ust be kept at any cost. 
T

here is no place in our ranks for the "ism
s"of  

destruction, born on alien soil, nurtured by 
alien hate and brought to m

aturity by alien 
am

bition to dom
inate the w

orld, and to clash 
dem

ocratic institutions and free peoples. 
F

oreign nations recognize the desirability 
of training their youth and certain of them

 are 
inculcating their evil political doctrines into 
the m

inds of their young so as to create de-
structive m

ilitary m
achines. L

et us learn from
 

them
 the necessity for training our ow

n youth. 
L

et us train them
 so that they m

ay effectively 
m

eet this m
enace, and also let us teach the 

A
m

ericans of tom
orrow

 the glory of A
m

erican 
institutions, the priceless heritage of our past, 
and the hope of our future. 

If w
e do this, w

e shall conquer both foreign 
spies and our ow

n underw
orld. 

N
e
x
t W

e
e
k
: M

-D
a
y
 fo

r th
e
 F

B
I 

In these vast files are records 
o

f m
illio

n
s o

f p
u

b
lic en

em
ies 
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