g4, Spacial S;wismmt: Jpghn Edgar Hoover February 17, 1940

During the world Yar, U.S. mechinery for ferreting out gPies and
sabotours was either non-exlatent or rusty. Building and oiling it in s hurvy
meant bed funetioning, After the war, the hunt for spies mceme s hunt for
"alien radicals”. Then 1%t became a drive agsinst sll "aliens” and sll
“radicsls”, Had 1% not been stopped in time , it might heve widensd into sn
OfffJ~ Gestapo setup to snere =1l who disagreed with the Administrstion,

Teday, with ihe European war underwsy snd the United States vowing
to have nothing 0 do with it,the spy-hunting epparastus is still 4= sxistence,
inmuch better working order, and with =11 the deadly potentisiities of ine
1917-1020 days.

Betwoan the red-hunt of the last war snd the red-hunt thas is
gainin tum teday there rans 2 strong thread of continuity in the person
of onemen: J, Edgar Hoover, director of the Federal Buresu of Igvestigetion,

Speela) Assisjant Jobn E, Hoover { 1t became J. Edger in 1926), bere
enough im wu, was an ambitions elerk in the Depariment of Justlce
Yorld ¥ar, Bs dad & coupls of dugrens law degrées &nd a yen for &
¥hen A.Mitehsll Falusr and his presidsntial 1teh becams Atiorney Semsm
Jobn E. got his chense., The hysteris of the war years lingered, se Pglme
deeided that the guickest and sasiest way to beceme “residamt would B» %o seve
the sountry from the reds, He degsr by scaring Congress sith the dets ’?1- of a re
plos to subvert the govermment, completeto the actual day of the upris
Result was a record approvrizticn of §2,600,000 for the *detection wnd mnemi
of grimes sgainst the United States,”
With the money in hand, Palmer needed two things hafan he could

get starsed: (1) pletters (2) a semblance of legality for the whele procedurs,
The first need was filled by ¥Willism J. Flynn, = notorious privete desective
whom Palmer immortalized as "the greatest amarchist expert in the Uy S." The
second item was referred to John £, Hoover who became "Special Assistant to

the Attorney Genersl.”

lLocphele Flm What followed was the greatest campaign in abregationm of civil
liberties ever carrjed on by the Federsl governmeni., ¥ith Flynn Fisfing enar-
2histe everywhsre and Hoover plugging every legal loophele, thousands upon
thousands of ameriesn citizens who wouldn't have known an amarchied if they's
seen one in bresd daylight.wers hemnded for a full ysar, DIepariment of Justice
agents joined radical societies snd led the innocents on, Heedings wore ¢alled
by gevernment men go that other government men could raid them and wﬂ;t the
mrﬁiﬂmu* Badisel aciivity beomed on the initistive of those Shi-were

Lm Hov. 7; 1919 radicel headquarters in eleven cities wers reided
siml’kumlv. ¥en and women were beaten, furniture was desirayed, resords
vers confiscated and never returned, Among the thousands arrested, 835 were
held incommunicede, rushed through fareieal hearings and on Des, 81, 19le
dumped on the 3, B. Buford {known thereafter as the Soviet irk) dnd abipped
away T Russis. wun Dec, 27 enother series of raids were carried sut in whieh
10,000 were arrested, department of Justice officials bomsted tha% from the
10,000 they had nstted 3,000 "perfect cases,”

Bomeons in Congress intreduced a bill providing the death penalty
for all communists, Billy Sunday told enraptured audiences "1 would stand
svery one of ihe ornery, wild-sysd IF¥s, ansrchists, crezy m:&iﬁs, and
other types of reds before a firing squad.” 7Tough 014 Leonard ¥ said of
the aillm m *1 would load them on a ship of sitone with i o lead,

' L of God for s gele to ssrd them Yo hell as the sgtination.”
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