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ESPIONAGE

The fiscal ysar 1939 was marked by the trial of four cases
involving violations of the Espionage Act. In the yesrs following
the World War, only twe such cases had besn tried,

+In the southern district of New York on June 20, 1938, the
g*and Juwry indicted two officers of the German VWar Hir'e*rv and
16 other defendsnts for esplonage, involving scts on the part of
Oerman sples to stesl Army, Navy, and air defense secrets, Four—
© teen of the defendsnts fled the sountry. On December 2, 1938,
Gunther Oustave Rumriech sntered a plea of guiity and was sentenced

to 2 years in the penitentiary, Johanna Hoffman, Frich Flaser, and
Otto Herman Vosg were found guilty by & jury. HNiss Hoffman was

wentenced to serve 4 years; Glaser, 2 years, and Voss, 6 vears in
a2 panitentiary,

On December 14, 1938, in the district of the Canal Zone,

gug JSchagikow was fownd gullty of taking and making photographs
and phategrmphic mogatives of gun lmplements and their locstions
within Feprt Randolph, property of the United Siates conneched with
the national ﬂ@f&nsa, Schackow was sentenced to 2 vears' imprison-
ment. Emest B iehrig was conviclted of the same offense and
received a like aentense en Jenwary 12, 1939, An appeal has been
takﬁn »

Southern dist Californig,— Dn March lﬂ 1339, the defandants

were fownd guiity by'a jnry of vielating the ¥ swianagw Act by wm-
lawfully obtaining information from the Onited States Haval

Intelligence flles and reports at San Pedro, Calif., respecting the
national defense, with the intent and reason to belisve that the

same w28 Lo bs used to the injury of the United States and to theadvantage
of a foreign natlion, namely, the Union of Soviet Russia. The case

is now on appeal.

Ear 3 Dramend, a former sireraft %mﬁ70Wﬁe was charged
in the saﬁthern dis%riﬂt of California with the theft and attempted
sale of inforastion relating to the national defense, in violation
of Drnited States Code, titls 50, secblon 3L. He wes convicted and
sentenced on December 23, 1938, te imprisonment for 2 years.



Seventeen {17) persons wers arrested for seditien in New
York City, as will appesr from the Washingtem Daily News of
Janvary 15, 1940 (in this file).

In addition, there has bsen one other case which might
loosely be termed a spy case sines June 30, 1939. Fdward Willianm
HcDonough was convicted at Los Angeles of theft of government
property, namely, plans for an aeroplane. HBe was glven six meonths
in December 1939.

Gorin, referred teo sbove in this memorandum, was given six
years in the penitentisry and & $10,000.

Balich received four yeors and a $10,000 fine.
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