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%hat Congress Must Do to Win the VFar

Congressman Adolph Sabath

The major consideration of evs;y\American today is or should te

the winning of this war ss fast as possibla;

~Along with our armed forces and our battlers or the productien
front, Congre=s hee a great responsibility. Vhether we win the war and
remain, with 6uraalliea in the United Nations, a strong, free nation, or
loze -the war and beebme Hitler's vessals in & Vichy America, may well be
decided by Congress,

The elections have beer over for more than 5 week. During the
éast six months, active campanigns were waged by groups orAeitizenc agginst
e riain Members of Congress believed to he isolationists or deraaigntau
Regardless of the results of the elcetions, Congress is constituted, by
democratic mesns--except In those places where vast numbers of Americans
are éis:ranch&sed. This Congress is Your Cengress, even if your candidstes
were defeated,

Now the Jongre=s must forget the elections and zet down to 1ts
pert in the war. The part of Congress must hermonize with that of the
Frasident and those tq whom he has turned for help.

In the p2st it has been our unfortunate history that peesidents,
in time of great naticnal *eril, have been relentlessly =nd viciously
oprossd by strons forces, both in end oit of Congress.

Washington wes opposed by the tories, ths landed aristocracy, the
men who fought e.ainst the Bill of Rights, that great charter of American

freedonm.
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Jefferson, patriot and demoorat, was c#lled a "foreign agent,”
an sgent of ¥rance, by his enemies, who wers the enémies of democracy.

Jackson, =z real people’s president, was the victim of » terri-
ble campaign against him by the vested interests of his day, who weras the '
enemies of the peorle,

Lincoln faced the Civil War, which might have meant the end of
the United States, with strong oprosition By the Copperheads and such
der;atists 88 the saditions Cangrassman Vallandigham,

Voodrew 7ilson, our.last war-time president, wes undone by a
small ben? of wilful men who lsumched s cempaign of slsnder and misrepre-
sentation, largely for pelitisal purpe;és, t0 kesp us from assuming our
responsibility for the pesce and :ocurity‘of the world, Their sueccess in
keeﬁing us out of the Isague of Nations is ous of the major causéz of the

sar in wvhich we are now engaged. The direet csuse of this was was the

ngbon_m zcadm’s- _
mistakes of the of the strongest European powers, the men of

fat s ity ol

Munich and their followers,

But all of the forces which hindered these great presidents of

the pest are nothing compered to the evil and dangerous ceslitiom that
until now hes resisted and hampered Franklin D, Roosevelt, our great war-
time leader, This coaslition must be stopped at all costs if we sre to

win the wer, which ws must,
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Of what is this eoalition compased}

Seeret Eitlér-iovars end fesgist :ymaatkizer: who have sat in
both Houses of Congress, mén who believed iun all or par%t of the feml
philospphy of the Axis, Some openly preised Hitlsr, condoned or juati-
fied his horrible crimes, astually espoused his "pew order," ind said he
was 2 great snd zood menl An‘eao put it, "Hitler has & date with destiny.”
Others glorified that poor garbdeon c¢opy, Mussolini, who was praised for
"n;king the trains run oa time."

¥x~Consressman Jaced Therkelson of Mentansa, who, I am proud to
say, hsted mé and all E'stazﬁ. for, and whem I fought at every "bum, eon~

stituded himself the American Goebbsls and sought to make of the Congres-

sional Regord an American edition of the Voelkiseher Beobachier, Befere

being tossed out of publie life dy the people of Montana, he dirtied the

Congressional Record with the pastiest assortment of Hitlerite filth 1 have
aYEl Beel.
Then thers are the Hodsevell haters, a fraternity apparently

hating the President more than Hitler.

but 3 5 Recently & prominert Republican Senator, spesk-
ing of the Tresident's message on inflation, said of the sdministrative
powars the President calleé necseassry, "I shoulf not hesitate 4o edvise any
men thet it wonld he his putriotis duty to refuse obedience to any order |
izsued under them,” Aﬁothar %epahlican, who, in denouneing the Frasident,
found 1%t necessary 1o uss the word "Jufas,” haa’@adn large quantities of
thia speech availsble tb the biggest ssdition min the history of the
¢ountry-~-postage free, 4 Democratic Member hes for yeers {looded ihe
country with &n unholy camraign of misrepresentsiion, the burden of whieh
is that the President and nis gssociates arﬁ trying to "comunize” the

sountry.
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The best I cen say for these anntizgfgw;§m$hat“tﬁm~'remind me of
John Sharpe W sader when "Uncle Jos™ Cannon was

Speaker of the HouuogA 3

‘tainmaﬁg,ﬂsaid, "1 love my ceuntry, but first I éﬁ""v ¥ ith," The

g; of considerable intellectual

Roefevelt haters msy lose their sountry, but first they hate the Fresiient.

Another group is the labor huters, io whom the words "organized
labor" ure znecthema., These men, bed they succesded in some of the things
they attempted, would have pasrificed the country on the altar of their
hatred for lebor, Geperal MacArthur saiﬂ»lahor";;neur "indestrustible
backbone,.” but these men are deterred by nothimgin their'dctarminaticn %o
beat down the emmneipeted working men and women of America, Some of them,
epperently, haté labor mors than they hate Hitler,

Fut worst of 211, t¢ my wind, are the Red-baiterz gnd Russia
haters. All of their oppenemnts, or those with whom they disagree, are
prompkly lazbeled "Reda,” To them, Mrs. R@cﬁevcl% ie a "Red," as are
Jusatiee Jackson, csbinet members aﬁd hundreds of important people in the
government. The total effect of thelr smears and slanders is to wage
Hitler's secret war, as anyone f&miiiar with Mein Yampf or recent history
knows, The falme charge of “énmmnnism?-hﬁs been Hitler's secret weapon in
this war. Yet by their recklssas Ecd~baifing.anﬁ bj their 1ong~contiﬁnsd
efforts to malign and misreprssent our valisnt ally--snéd nesd I point out
that the Busaiﬁg:wgavo done most of the fighting end dying on our side?--

b‘&::e mr}fmlawd thmt;:mf&q o;; nl?imde mﬁmio:fu&fzwg,m 1 X f‘ h. ,;Z

They must never succesd in aauaing disunity and misunderstanding
ﬁ)«f
M .

betwesn us and our allies!
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After three years of a war whickh has shaken the entire toxék to
its roots, this coslition has continued, Bueh efforts not only seriously
impair our war effortj th;;ib'ing about omr defeat, Ceriainly unloss some-
thing is done, we may become do iisngited that, like poor ¥rance, we may
eramble from within,

What can Congress dc¢ about it? Everything. Cougress can-«and
muste-become aﬁ important Victory factor. What Concre:sz wmust do is to
ooa‘o the mistakes of the past and asa:ha responsibilities it has not yet
assuned, |

First, some of the Hembers who ha?e indulged in loose tslk,
jibes at the President and lics sbout his objestivés, must give up this
"sport,” at leas} for the duration. A mation at war with the forees‘qf'
internstionel fescism cannot afford susk luxuries, which divide us end
spread 6isnn1€y'and bewilderment smong the people,

Those Who have made speeches used agéinst us by the Nazis must A444%?é L*é

stop meking them, Eﬁbﬁlievabla as it sounds, there was waat might be

Al TN M?WWf 4O

eslled a "branch officé” of ihe Wezi propegands machine operating within
the halls of Gongrnss,’1Tha ispartment of Justice has c¢losad 1%, with ths
sonnestlion of George Bylva:tcr Viersck., We must see that it stays closed.,

~ There musi be an emd to isolationism and defeatism, President
Roosevelt di1dan't meke this war. Hitler did., And the Japﬁ#ese attacked us
at Pearl Harbor., We dida't aitack them, | |

If we stop this kind of talk, wé are npt stifl¥ng free spesch,

but protesting it. ¥e are preventing dangerous license. Thers is a2 point
at which ggzgfféizﬁighm.baeane sedition and tresson. At that point we
must stop. I recommend that those who go further be srrested, Congress-

men have sworn to uphold the constitution and protect the nation from sall
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spemies, foreign and domesiic. Those who &eliﬁerately spread disunity
sndanger our war efforf and are not trus to this oath,

~ Some Msmbers have dsfended themselvas sgainst charges of opposi~
tion to the President by sayimg that Gongrgsa has apprepriated all tﬁe
money he has requested. Even if this were true::;nd it is nob-~it 18 &
terridle indietment of this greet institution. Consress is not a rubber
stamp, & Relchatag voting "Ja" when the ?reuidant asks for meney, Congress
-nst ‘b more than that,

Via have, in this semergeney, very prop rly delegated to the Presie
dent powers he must hava' to wage wnr, But we must go further. We must
support him with militant, aggressive action,

I have in mind a gpecific program:

1. Ve must enact the President's geven«~point esonomic program
without further delay.

£, ¥e¢ must :_o;d' specinl privilege Tor theftw at the expense of
the meny., Those with the breadest shoulders must bear the heaviest bure
den. Those with wost money nmust pay the Ereatest taxses.

. 3, Ve must streﬁgthnn-thn demosraiic rights of f{ree Americans by
ending such Hitlerite phencmena as discrimination and pold texes,

4, Ve must guarantes egunlify of opportunity to all, espeeially
in the war offort, |

We st rash to the mid of small businesses whish are being
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6, Ye must be more vigilant iua deteoting mistukes snd feilures

in the sxseutive branches, Incompetence and subservience to special inteys
ests, especinlly amony the dcllar-a-yeur men, might ve futal., ¥e muat
eliminate all bloecks and dslays, regardless of where théy are found
Apnd Congressmen who bsve been telling the pe€p1§ that saorifice
is necesgary must learn that Congrevsmen, too, nust ﬁake sacrifiasa if we
ere 1o win this war. ‘e muct sbandon pelilies ss ususl, and ﬁ&xs ur eyes
afr/thn ballot boxss, Ssnator Claude Pepper recenily set us a good example
when, in veting for the President's powers to control inflation he raid,
in s0 doing, he knew {4 would "oost hix votes;"
?hormiaiakes of the past are uehind ua, even if wo sre still pay-
ing for them. %e must see to it there are no suoh‘mistak&é in *he future,
in this way Congress cen =csume i%s reaponsidility in the winning

of the war,



