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Thupesday, Mey 16,040

Deer Cameron,
This i3 to supplement yesterdey's letter.

Re: Benatax; Elmer Thomes® speech. The locel papers complete ignored it.
I den'% know whet the wire services 414 with it.», if anything, Enclosed
are apges 5387-0404 of the Congressional Record, containing all of
Thomas' observations as well as those of some of his colleagues. Thomas?
statements commence on p., 9388, I huven't had the opportunity of reading
the entire speech, but 1 have read enough of it to feel that you might
want to go through it or have some one go through it. He bas a lot of
good stuff, rer' 8 prepardness guy., I parsicularly recommend the last
paragraph on p. 9390zxwxakegzmrxprzdfflthrough the first two thirds of
the first column on p., 9362 and the "statistical dada on pp. 9388-9389,
You will notice that of all the many ships under e-nstruction the two
kinds $hat are essentially defensive in nature, mine sweepsrs and mine
layers, both under construciion amd included in the 1941 appropristion
bidl, total 4, 1 mine layer and 3 mine sweepsrs. This, to me, gives the
1ie to all the propaganda of defending ourselves against foreign invasion.
The enclosure ends with a tabls of nﬂiﬁm expenditures begin ning in
1890 that I think might interest you.

You will notiece thst &mughont Thomas' ramarks he is heek;lod by Senater
Minton {Bhermen H., Dem., Indisns), Minton here speaks not &s an individusl
member of the Senate but as the administration whip. When he attempts

to destroy the aerguments of Thomss he is speaking the mind and the piece
of the #hite Eouse,

Among the other things you will find in thip debate iz the faet that in




the course of appeasring before Comgressionsl committees and asking for
appropristions, responsibles officials of the military estadlishment have
presented figures on capacity for asroplane production so different

that it is herd teo consider them accidental mistekes { 4080 wve. 17,000
snnually ). This appesrs on pp, 9398-7, I think you will slso be interested
in the/ﬂgiree on the immediately avalleble manpower, exclusive of veterans
of previous wara, the reguler army and navy, and also exclnsive of the
Netional CGusrd, Hardly a Lilliputiesn force, as Lundesn put it in the debata
In case you are interested in the Penstors who participaied in the debate

| ¥Mintor, in addition to what I haeve seid adove, 1s one of the more

forseful Hew Declers in the Senste, a Mc¥Nutt guy, snd 4he chalrman of
the Lobdy sommities of which Hugo Slack was formerly chaimmsn, Lundsen
i_a & Farmer-Laborite gone socur with the passing of Zlmer Benson. Lundeen
is = bug on airplan.ss and has held forth for hours on the glories and
beauties of flying over the seas, BEe is one of the fair-haired boys of

~ the nasive fmseists, Josh Lee, De,., Cklshoms, is one of the Senate'’s
‘most peslix polished orators and & former Dkleboms sehoolieacher, Bnﬁl
recently he hes been well-regarded by lsbersls and has teken 2 good
position on sivil liberties, Last wesek he made s ringing and inaceuraie

flefonse of J. Edgsr Boover snd the G-men,

Kight before last General Pershing ceme to town, just in time. Thie ia

the stekemént he released:

Préparedness iz ss necessery today as it wes skmx for us when war

¥as declared in 1917, end we find ourselves in praciically the mame conditim,




st

Congress has mede certain ap-ropriations for materiel, but that is far
short of what I think Congrees must do,

Every energy in this country should be devoted tc the idea of the putting
the United Stetes in a condition of thorough preparedness sgszinst the
possibility of war,

Kone of us can tell when we mey become involved in the struggle now reging
with sach tremenducus fury in Europe. In my opinion, the very life of this
Republic depends on the energy and desterminetion with which our people
underteke the task of placing the United States in a state of thorough
preparation in both men and egquipment,

The time fmetor should be the dominant consideration, In 1917 I sailed for
Europe with nothing material available other then the will to do and -
& hasty plan as ths besis for doing it.

Cur Allies protected us suring more than e yesr of preparstion. They
provided us with this materisl.

Today the situation is utterly different. This grest country must, within
itself, prepere be prepared for whetever instant action i: required for
our security. We must not delay longer in our preparations.

As I said yesterday, Dies postponed his speech befause it wee lete before
his time came and he would have had no sudience and would have missed the
evenlng papers. He hed the gall to ask that an hour out of the very limited
time el loted to the WPA debate ( he is opposed to WPA and the avpropria-

tion meamure ) today be sllowed him,

I alsc told you that the Op-ressive Labor Practises ict would come up sooyf,
It ceme up today. Ls Follette was in charge of the bill, He mds a

spesch on it ( the pame as he used last yesr in getting the senction of

the Committee em Education apd lLabor ) and amtiorad the eriticisms fairly
well. Senator #iley, his colleague, & Republican, went after the bill hammer
and tongs. Then 2 sirange thing happemed. Puddler Jim D=vis, Republiesn,

of Pennsylvenis, undertook 3o defend the bill and %o ;dncatc Wiley. Allin
all, it wes s pretty good performence and spoke well for the bill, Hewever,



there will be no vote until Monday, and the NAM boys and their cooperators
¥ill undoubtedly do their best over the weekend. I am afraid thet their
best w11l be noue t® poor. Though the b111 may pass the Senats Honday there
s 13%tle ohanes that it will come up in the Houss in this seseion. I it
shoxld, it has little chanes of passags,

On the 12th Senator Capper, RKansas Republicen, relessed a
spsech prepraed for = radio brosdeast but apparently never made. He
recopuendesd that 'n use " someof our gold" for the develomment of the
rubber infustry inm Brasil beceuse, " we would be betier off if we were

A= getting our rubder from Brazil then to have to continue on the

Dutch Fast Indies”, He asid that we would be called upon by Brissin to
sued our fleet to the Pacific to protect Britain 's rabber interests there

in the oven:t sither Germany or Japan menaced thess islends.

Cepper forgot that our fleet has beon in the Pacifiec for some time, and

that, as socn as Hollsnd end Belkium were invaded, the fl et, wich was

repering to steam out of Honolulu was ordered to remein there. To th

8% of my knowledge, it 1s sti11 there.

Y before yssterday Admirael Semuel M. RoBinson, coordinater of ths Huvy's
P construstion plam, testified befors $he House Naval Affeirs Committee
andind an additional £300,000,000, Robinson, who comes from & section

T the Navy which several months 8go was in hot water over the csonstruction
progemm end the condition of some of the ships under construction, had three
omends: permission to award céntracta tithoui: competitive bidding; en tumrex
nsreased work week, 40 to 48 hours and shipyerds to work a 24-hour day;

cedence for naval construction over commerciel snd Maritime construction,



Encleosed is a memo in the transfering of Amariaaé ships to foreign
rogistry. These ships wers tmamsfersd for the purpose of trading on behalf
of the concern under whose felg it swiedx sailed after the transfer
with the United States. In other words, to do what Amnriéan ships couldn's,
fellowing the passage of the Neusrality 2et, do. Thua are so many

American sallors bsached, beccuse they gannot violale the 4ot,

I camgive you the name: of each of the ships, #ts age, tonnage, the company
to which it was sold, the registry, the type of ship, whether or not it

was ever subsidized by the govi, what conditions or restrictions, if any,
there werc to the traorssetion, snd something on the lsbor resltions of
most, I bslleve, of the Amerocean companies involved. However, unless you

want it, I'm not going to continue uith the memo,

I still haven’t received the letter from Dick Boyer.

Barolgd




