
8, 1940 

Dear Cameron, 

If I emit het paid on time I guess we'll have to call it mite. I know 

that you fellows have many problems and worries. But I Oust can't bminumipmat 

km *tend hewing to complain weekly that I haven't been paid.. Bow, in spite of 

everal4maplaints#  you are at least two weeks behind in what I get 

regularly 9nd you owe me for several special assignment*. 

you are doing a oven Sob. 	ilk the man in* hes improved weekly* 
1 like it and I am doing all I can to boost it. Bat Goa how haphazard everything 

I've had any contact with is. Besides themoney that I don't get do you realise 

how many times I have asked to have the things I premised to return sent 

back to me? And not one has come beck. Last time I was in to see Berrie it was 

bad enough to have to face the anger 0,1more left behind, but it was worse 

not to have the little pictures I had promised to return. Last night I was asked 

for the memo on the Fa Follette record which I sent in with the pletures on 

the Wage4ieur story, I was also asked whether the pictures were satisfactorYa  

when they would be returned and if they were satisfactory. Theis things are, 

I admit, unimportetto  but they are likewise lansoossary.  

To add to this the:, is the unpleasantnessof not having stuff used and not 

knowing why. I don't want your money for nothing; I want to earn it. little 

as it is. But when week after week I send in staff that I never hoar about and 

never see in print I em annoyed. .t least I went to know what, if anything, 

is wrong about it. At the beginning of our relations I told you that there 

were many little things I might be Able to do that I'd be gall to-and ms I 

didn't sty that qented cash in advance. As a recent example-your poll-tar 



statistics were two years slc er than I could have given you overnight,  
I known. I could have givenmyou additional information for your Ford story,  

Maybe you 	t want this, but then don't you think you ought to let me knew 

smut exactly what you do vest ores? 

alplaint Id with re.i'ersntrt to 

persuade you to vie. You have never gi 

thus far in having the best stuff kept Unto 

been trying to 

have b' en supsessfUl 

throe weeks ego 

that you were going to have  haves a staff seaferesee and then let as know. Yet last 

night I heard you were sending sows toe dawn far this story. If you do 

get about 'what the others who have written Of this got a little pie 

what you want. 

I'm serious about this 	 all for you. I don't mean any 

of my criticisms personally,, for I can the burdea'you are under. Put 

I went you to understand me. Unless I can expect to set paid regularly and one 

time, end unless we can cooperate better going to look elsewhere. Please 

send are all the dough you owe as risk* away, The grand jury reopens tomorrow 

end 	going to need it. A have reeelved pretty good information that they are 

going after as instead of th Dies agent. 

Lest week I told you I was going to leak 	 rumor that the 

Workers Alliance was going into the CIO. 1 have ben male to find nothing to 

corroborate this and some to indicate that it is unlikely. The same rumor 

was heard before the last CIO conventlen, *ad at the convention those in the 

CIO who Lewis held down desired this, but he and his people frowned upon it. 

Lasser seems to be unpopular on the Hill, and it toms that the CIO is shield 

of hevin him  up there. They also OBAR afield of the red label, even though 

Behr. Benjamin resigned. Yet I ballets tilt Lewis is really eyeing the Workers 



.Alliance seriously. He is wag t 

them id leis gang, The Youth CO 

Congress is also, His speoeh and 

the award at the NEC, I believe, core 

d a ithird par r, I believe*  eel wants 

with 	31,11 now the National Hive 

enemas remarks after he was given 

political and definitely 

thirdepartyish, The HNC is with bin, eenpletely* Yon should have heard the 

ovation they pee him, and the enigma that followed every mention of his name 

afterwards, 

As I told you it "veld be, this affair. It was the best run 

and the most successful of theme-n:7 such ee eases and c tione bbzt that 

have been held here. The only discordant note was the Wm vicious red4titi 

of A, Philips Randolph, and that had the eppoeite effect from what he expeate4.,___ 

Randolph is heavily indebted to Dabinkay, who hocked the union when it was 

in financial difficulties a year ago, Yellowing Lewis, he got a cold reception. 

More than half of the audience quietly walked out on him, and he was visibly 

disturbed. The answers to his speech, particularly ;ohn P. Davis 	were 

received with extended applaud** Randolvh solidified the thinking of the 

assorted workers and intellectuals„ and, unless there are a lot of behind the 

scenes manceuvers, the Weill soon be a larger, stronger and more 

potent organisation, with a good shame ftor reel influent-le in the coming election 

The emphasis was on the polletaz repeal ( yon  sho4d have had some eopies at 

that issue here peonage ( that,, too ), increased relief end WPA, and peace. 

':'eace was what was biggest in the speeches and discussions. Every speaker 

who suggested thetbwe were not goingto war had his next few sentences 

drowned out.The amazing enthusiasm with -which collaboration with the 0/0 

mac received, I believe, is a good indication that, at election tires, many 

of the 4,000,000 Negros will be willing to fellow Lewis' lead, If even a 

fair number of them do, and are joined by a fair number of the 4,000,000 in 

the 'butt: Canareps and a biz hunk of the tooe.000 in the 0/0• Lewis will 



4 

have a large third party or will be the deciding factor between the major 

parties. 

This pest week the appointment *fa secretary to the special to canal es 

inveatigeting vier-tapping Ives announced. The signifieent thing is that 

the papers carried the eta that Max Lowenthal, who has been directing the 

Railroad Investigating committee of the Senate, was 	appeifttedo Lowenthal. 

well-keoen and respected here, was believed to have originated same of the 

stories about the ?El and Hoover. Lowenthel had been recommended by Bert 

Wheeler, chairman of the eommittee of which the cadre-tapping committee it -a 

subcommittee. It is =Mal that his nominee did not get the jet). The answer 

is that Attorney General. Jeeksen ( who has not yet released the Detroit 

report by Sehweleheat) oppeeed Lowenthal. Also sigmlfioant is the feet that 

three Investigators more boomed to the sommittee by the Department of :esti**. 

As Murphey told Dies when be turned down Dies .41cuest, this is never done. 
So, of the investigators on the temailtes, three out of five came from the 

agency assumed to be the One in need of investigation.  

One of the more serious problems here tad in the pacific nor wrest is outs at  
which have seen no mention in thepepere. There are net eneueh 

move cargoes there, and lumber ills and factories are *lolling down,. resulting 

in wide-spread unemployment! there. Most effected are, of course,- the largest 

CIO unions out there*  for all,of whom this Is a crucial timeelheliket Lone. 

ahoremen, the lumbereorkere etc. There used to be enough shiPs'm that 
the northwest could ship south on the Pacific Coast and to the Bast.e*aet. 

However, when the administration allowed the transferin41 of regestry-to 
the shipowners. 

Phheashihn rad similar glees, sear, in order to get in-onAhegram 



put their ships 	foreign t 

Much of 	troubl 
	

emedied by the Maritime Commission, which 

hes not only dons nothing t seems to have resisted efforts to got ships for 
the domestic trade. There are lots of ahips that aould be reoutfitted in a short 
time and at not too great expense. These, however, the Mtritime Oemmission 
will not *et in to the domestic trade. 

One of the other Onaequencee of this difficulty is that some of the &meatiest 
market that is thus lost is lost to the J'apamese. If yea are interested is 
this Usrold Priebe** is perhaps more aeoesintod with the problem that *vele 
else. 

I was up home 	 Iapan AD, t 

get a larger Navy enProffiation. return I was surprised by the 
universal skepticism of the correspondents and various others to wham ispeke 
on the Hill. 'bile the Navy said it did not approve his state meets no one 
said they didn't a prove his plea for the increases in the navy for Ali* the 
increased appropriation was intended,. There is a likelihood that he would hare 
been disciplined for his conduct had it not be approved in *dean**. Whether or 
not his remarks had the sanction of the adm w::stration he was oertainly 
*peeking their mind. There is a great apathy here about saving Europe's 
"democracy". The most likely way of getting us in the imr is in the Mast*  
theough protecting the Patch possessions tram the Sapenese. Whom, following 
the Zapenese announoement that their interests in the products of the Dutolt 
possessions was such that*  in the event of Dutch invovkvoment in Zurepe, they 
would guarantee receiving their supplies, Hull announeed that we would not 
tolerate possession or oaattpstion, he made a statement so strong that it le, 
in diplomatic terms, a declaration that we would feel bound to take measures 



not necessarily aho 	 stronger statement then was 

reculred by the situation. 

The La Follette hearings, which will, be held beginning early nit met 

are ping to be esreel sellout from what 1 have been able ti lears4 SOF 

are going to take testimony fres *expeert" witnesses **hew to settle the 

problem of the migratory workers* The solution the eemmittemie going to 

propose ( confidentially, unlsea you do a story on the 'tele Wog) is 
that the government rent lead free the planters and rarest it to the land dria 

tenants. They will separate the tenants bawds , that is, keep 'hunt out o 

settlements. On the tenants iand ( to be restricted to b atom ) he will be 

allowed to grow anything he wants in the time when he is not working. The 

teh is this; when he is not working there will, be notning be can do biomes 

the time he should work his own land he will be worting for others. mid 

at the time he is net working far ethers there is nothing he will he 

fchle to de on his own land Also, on such a small tracts  he will be able to 

do lit tie 	then grown some truck produce for himself. In Missouri the 

rent 04keeZ timinietration had and started a program of eere-farm 

settlements, where the fa-mers would have enough land to be real formers end 

,be re they mould live 'n dedent hoses. The planters put the heat on and now 
the plots ere 3-5 acres. Thus the problem is still unsolved. and thus* after 

the Le Follette committee finishes its hearinde that are about to begins  

the solution, if any, will not have been advanced. Plans do not call for eallin 
union Gm-ports in these hearings. However, thexe is a great liklibood that the 

record will be usable for the large farm corporations. 



Meanwhile, 	record of the California hearings is not being circulated,,  

although to my knowledge at least 3 volumes have been returned by the 

fpvernment Printing Offiee, litany organizations. are looking for this record for 

material in their current legislative work, but cannot get it. 

One of the -problem 	 the eommitue will fi that 

redo" or agitators are respoasible for all or part of the Geld:feriae probi 

Bdb Lamb has returned from California and lea taken a job with the Farm Security 

Aisinistrotioni 

is a good chance t Dies went too far on his recent rsican burst. Not 

only has there been considerable resentment at the .wiling in the internal 

re of another and friendly country, but even the right—wingers are sore. 

There is a fascist revolution in preparation„ Dies knows about it, He supreesed 

information 'bout it and whitewashed some of the participants. Much of the 

preparation has been in his derritory. Also, he best  I bf4ve been reliably 

Informed, oil company connections. Zenee Ford, Co mist vie presidential 

candidate, promised the Notional tiegre Congress last night that within 

several weeks he would expoee Dies participation in the Mexican fascist 

revolution thst seems to he just over the horizon. Ford bee just returndd 

from Mexico, Dios has scheduled his "hearings on Mexico for two weeksbefore 

the .Mexican election. Be will hold them on the bonder. Be cannot *Open* 'it*,  

neeses from Mexico, so he will listen only to those who want to fill the 

record with their opinions-which means anti.edministration people. 

Inclosed in an excerpt from the Congressional Record which I thought you might 

went to add to your files on the FBI. 

Lgt me hear from 'on soon, 	 Harold Weisberg 


