Sunday, ipril £8, 1940

- Dear Cameron,

If I can't het paid on time I guess we'll have to call it ouits, I know

that you fellows have meny problems end worries. But I dust osn's bxtagcayand sl
ts stand having to complain weekly thet I haven't besn paid. How, in mpite of
several gomplaints, you are st lesst two weeks behind in whet I get

regularly snd you owe me for seversl spsoisl mesignments.

* I'Wiuk you sre doing a swell job. I think the magazine has improved weskly.

T like 1t and I am doing all I cam to boost it, But Ged} how haphssard everything
I've had any contaet with is, Besides themoney that I don't get do you realize
how many ¥imes I have asked to have the things I promised to return sent

back to-m? And not one hes come bsek, Last time I wes in to see Norris it was
bed enough to have to face the anger iﬁilmra left behind, but it was worse

not o have the little pieturss I had premised %o relurn., lest pight I wae asked
for the memo on the Fa Follette resord which I sent iv with the pﬁmb on

the ¥age-Hour story, I wes alsc ssksd whether the pietures wore satisfactory,
when they would be returned snd if they were s=tisfectory. These things are,

I admit, unimportant, but they sre likewise unnesessaryY,

To add to this the:e is the unplessentness of not having stuff used gnd not
knowing why. I don’t went your money for nothing; I went to eern it, lit:ile
#8 1t 1s. But when week sfter week I send in s%uff thet I never hear sbout and
never ses in print I em annoyed., it lesst I went %o Xnow what, {f snything,

is wrong sbout it. At the beginming of our relstions I told you thst there
were many 1i-tle things I might be 2ble to do thet I'4 be gald to-znd wm I

didn't say thet I -anted cash in sdvenee, is 5 reesnt exemple-your poll-tax



statiatics were two years older than I conld beve given you overnight, hed
1 known., I could have givenmyou sdditionsl intormetion for your Ford story,
Maybe you don's want this, but then don’t you think yeu ought to let me know
22 exacily vhat you do went of me?

Another scspleint 14 with reference to the Beta story I have been trying to
persunds you to use. You heve never gi ven me aft answer, I have Wen sucsessful
thus far in having the best stuff kept for you. You iold me three weeks ago

that you were going to have a stal? oonfersnce and thenm leot me know. Yat last

aight I hesrd you were sending some ome down fer this story. If you do
get about what the others who have written of this got- & litils pie

what you want,

I'm serious about this, Cemsron, I repest I'm sl for yous I don't mean any

of my oriticiems perwn;l}.y, for I esn mim the burden you sre mur. But

I want you to understand me, Unless I ean -gxgmat to got pald regularly and onm
time, and unless we sen cooperate betler, i*m going %o look elsevwhere, Fleass
send me sll the dough you owe ms righd away, The grand jury reopens tomerrow
end I'm going to need 1t. 4 have received pretiy good information that they ere

going after ms instesd of th Dies agent.

Last week I told you I was going o look further into the rumor that 4w
Vorkers Alliznce was going into the CIC. I have b en able to £ind nothing to
eorroborate this and some 1o indicate thet 1% is unlikely, The ssame rumor
wes heard befors the last CI0 convention, and 8t the conventdon those in the
CI0 whe Lewie held down desired this, but ke and bis people frowned upen it,
Lesser sesms to be unpopulsr on the Hill, snd it seoms shat the CI0 is afraid
of baving him up there, They alsc seem afdaid of the red lsbsl, even though

Hebr, Benjemin resigned., Yot I believe tht Lewis is reelly eyeing tne Yorkers



Alllence seriously. He iz looking toward & third pardy, 1 believe, and wants
them i his geng. The Youik Congress is with him, 'nd mow the Hationel Hegro
Congress is slsc, His spesch end his axtenporensous remerks ofter he was given
the award st the ¥NC, I bellsws, were pointedly politisel end definitely
third-partyich, The HNC is with Mm, completely. Tou should bhave heoerd the
ovation they gece him, and the appleuse that foli&mﬁ overy sention of his name
afterverds,

A8 I t0ld you 4% mmld ha, this NNC was quite an affair, It wes the best run

and the most successful of thamany such sengresses snd conventlons hhmt that

have been held bere, The only discordazt note was the xuss vicious n&whiﬁw
of A, Fhilips Randolph, snd that had the opposite effect from whet he axpm%;'“
Randolph is henvily indedted to Dubinksy, wxho hocked the nnion when it was

in finanelial difficuliies a yesr sgo, Following Lewis, he got & cold reception.
More than half of the audience culetly walked 'mrt on kim, snd he was visidly
disturded, The anawers to his spesch, perticularly John P, Devis’s, wers
recoived with extended applaude. Randolph sclidified the thinking of the
assorte & workers and intellesstusls, and, unless there are s lot of behind the
scenes manceuvers, the HNU will mscon be a larger, strougesr and more

potent organizasion, with & zood shance for resl influsnce in the coming slection
The emphasis was on the pollwtex repeal { you should have had some eopies of

thaet ispue here ), peonege { thet, %oo }, inoreased relief and Wpi, and pease.
“pace wes whet wes biggest in the apesshes and discussions. Every speaker

who suggested thatbwe were not golrgto war hed his next Tew sentences

drowned out.The emazing enthusissm with which solleboratlon with the CIO

was received, I belleve, is & good indiestion that, 2% eleetlon Hime, mnany

of the 4,000,000 Fegros will be willing to follow Lewis' lead, If even &

fair number of tham do, end are jéinevd by & fair mmber of the 4,000,000 in

the Youth Conars-s and & blez husk of the 4,000,000 in the CIO, Lewis will



heve & lerge third party or will be the deciding factor between the msjor

purtd 203.

This past veek the appointment of e seeretary to the specfal #n commities
investigoting wire~tapplog wvas somounced, ?he'aisniﬁamt thing is that
the papers carried the story that Max Lowenthal, who has besn directing the
Bailroad investigsting committes of the Senets, wes not appointed, Lowenthal,
well-known snd respected hore, wes believed to have origianted some of the
stories sbout the FBI and Hoover, Lowenthel had been recommended by Bert
"heeler, chaimmsn of the sommittes of which the wAre-tapping committes isa
subcomaitise, It is umnsusl that his nominee 4id mot get the Job. The arswer

1s that Attorney General Jaakson { who bus not yeot releassd the Detroit

report by Schweinheut) oppessd Lowenthel. Ales signilicant is the faot thet
three investigetors were Bosnad to the somittee by tha Department of Tustice.
As Murphey t01d Dies when he ‘urnsd down Dies rsquest, this is never done.

8o, of the investigators on the cmmittoe, threos out of five cams from the
agency assumed %o be the one in need of investigation,

Une of the more sericus problems hers and in the pacific nerthwest 1e ove of
which % have seen ne mention in thepspers. There are not encugh ships o
move sargoes thers, and lumbermills snd factoriss sre closing down, resulting
in wide~spresd unemployments thers, Most affectsd are, of course, the largest
CI0 unions out there, for all,of whom this is a crusiel timeeYhe Siwx Lcmgw
shoremen, the lumberworkers, stc., There used to be snough shins so thet

the northwest could ship south on the Pacific Comat and to the Ragt @aat.
Howsver, when the administration al lowed the tm:faﬂgg of regesiry ":to

the shipowners,
Psnemsnisn :nd similar Rlags, sddxskessmxaxips, in erder o get in on the gravy,
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put their shive iz the forsign tasde.

¥uch of t'is trouble could be remedisd by the Maritime Commission, whieh

has not only dons nothing but ssems to Bave resisted efforts tc ges ships for
the domestic trade, There are lots of ships that soculd bDe reoutfitted in a shors
time and at not oo great sxpenss, These, howsver, the Maritine Commission

will not Ret In $o the domestic rads,

One of the other o nsecuendces of this difficulty is that some of the demestic m
market that 1s thus lost is lost to %he Japaneas, If you ars interesied ia
this Harold Prichett ia perhaps more asquainted withk the problem that anyone

91“0

I w23 up bome when Admirsl Taussig predisted war with Jspen while tryi.ng
&% 2 larger Navy mpproppistion,fasxihe Upon my return I was surprised by the
universsl skepticism of the correspondents and verious others to whom'I spoke
on the Hill, %hils the Navy seid it 414 nos approve his statemedts no one

s21d they 41dn't a prove his plez for the inereases in the navy for which 4he
inereased sppropriation was intended, There is & likelihoed that he would hwe
been disaiplined for his sonduet had it aot be approved in aémﬁn, Fhather or
not his remarks had the sanction of the admin-stration ke was sertainly
spesking their mind., Thers is s great apathy hers about saving Burope's
"demooraey”., The most likely way of getting us in the wur is in the Bast,
theough protecting the Duteh pessdssions fram the Jmpaness, ¥hen, following
the Japanese announcement that their irterests in the products of the Dutoh
possessions was sush thet, in the event of Duteh invovhvement in Europes, they
would gusrantes regeiving their supplies, Hull anncunced that we would nox
tolerate possession or cocupation, he made & statement ao strong that it ia,

in diplomatic terms, a decloration that we wonld feel bound to take meesures



not necesserily shortnof wer, It was a much stronger sitntement then wes

recuired by the situstion,

The la Follet:e hearings, which will be held begimnisg sarly next wonth,

are golog %o be a real sellout from whet I have teen able ® loarn, They

are going to take testimony from "expeocrt” witnesses of how 16 settle the
prodlem of the migratery workers., The solution the eommitteenis going to
propess { sonfidentially, unless you do a story on thw whols thing) is .
that the government rent land frem the planters and rerent it to the Miwa'l
tenants. They will separate the tenante tximxis , that is, keep them out of
sotilements. On the tesants land { %o be restricted to 5 scres ) ke will be
ellowed to grow anything he wants {n the times when he is not working. The
cateh 1s this: when he is not working there will be notning he sen do becmuass
7% the times he sheuld work his own land he will be working for others, aid
&% the times he i3 not working for others there s nothing he will be

2ble to do on his own land, Also, on suck a small’ tract, he will be abls %o
do 1ittle more than grown soms truck produse for himself, In Missouri the
Farm Security Administration had snd sterted = progrem of SD-acre-fam
pattlements, where the fs-mers would have enough land to be real farmors and
~her¢ they would live iv defient homes. The planters put the mm on amd now
the plots are 3-5 mores, Thus the problem is still unsolved, and thus,; after
the La Follette comaittes finiahes its hearings thet are abou: io bogin,

the solution, if any, will not have been udvsnced, Planas do not 2all for sallimg
union exnerts in these bhearings. However, thers is a great liklihood that the

roecord will be usshble for the large farm corporations.



Moanwhile, the record of the Uamlifornis hearings is not being cireulated,
although to my knowledge at least 3 volumes have been returned by the
@overmment Printing Cffice, Hany organizatlons sre looking for this reecord for

meterial in their current legislative work, but canmot get it.

One of the problems seens %o ba whether or not the committes will find that

*vads" or agltators ars respomsible for all or part of the Califernia preblm; '

Boh Lamb hes returned from Califormiaz and Bes taken m job with the Farm Security

Administration,

There is = good chence that Dies went too far on his recent Mexicsn burss, Yot
only bas thére besn considerable resentment 2t the medling m the internsl
sffeirs of snother and friendly country, but even the right-wingers sre sors,
Thers is 2 fascist revolution i:z preperation, Dies knows about it. He sumsstd
informstion about it and whitewsshed some of the participants., Much of the -
preparation has been in his &érritory. Alsc, he has, I have been relisbly
infoymed, oil company conmsetions, James Ford, Commnist vice-presidential
sundidate, rromised the National Negre Congress last night thaet within

seversl sesks he would euposrs Diss perticipaticon in the Mexicen fascist
revolution thst seems to be just over the howizon, Ford hes just returndd

from Memies. Dies has seheduled his "hearings™ om Mexieo for two weeksbbfore
the Mexican election. He will hold them on the bomder, He cannot subpens wit-
nezses from Mexico, so he will listen only to those who went to fill ihe

record with their opinions-vhich meens anti-administresion people.

Enclosed is en exeerpt from the Congressionsl Record which I thought you might
wsnl 30 add to your files on the FBI,

Let me hear from you soon, , Harold Weisberg



