4/19/40

Dear Cameron,
T
[}

X régrat that I haven't teen able to do more this pest week or so,

~ However, the infection that I £o% hes spsead and is now in my eap,

I guess I en going to have to rest for a few days. I am leaving today
for.home, ¥ilmington, Del., and I expect to stay there un#i} Tuesdsy
night or Wednesday morning, I'1l be back in Fashington by Wednesday
noon at the latest, If you went anything my phone there is 5«8648,
the address 122 N, Lineoln, '

I em taking my FBI stuf’ with me end in the event you want the plant
protection gtory I'11 be able to give it to you from thers,

‘Please let me know one way or the cther sbout the Batta story, The
cese I told you sbout sterted last woek snd no decision hes been
handed down by the Judge yot,

Yesterday I got a cheok for $20, This wag for the week bsfore, not
this week. It 444 not inclnde special assignments, My expenses getting
the pletures for Dick total 3,25, Please send me thimxet what is due
me tc ¥ilmington,

fan't we arrsnge some system under which what money that is due me iaw
sent oubt one a particular day every weski It's awfully annoying thef“”’
way it ias, ' 7

¥
i

You will find in the Congressional Record of todey ( that is, of yester-
dey's debates ) a long speech from Congressman Thill in whioch he includes
what seems to be the moet recemt list of rogiste red foreign agents.
4s I glenced through it I neticed that & large number of our most
prominent advertising fhrms, some vory influentiel, work on behalf
of & great meny of the larger industries in the countries of the
Allles. With =0 many of the moulders of public opinion on the
payrdlls of the Allies, it meems that they are paid to direct opinion
the way they are directing 1t,

One of the moet interesting rumors I have heard in some time is that
the Yorkers Alliance is going to joim the CIO. T have heard this from
two different sources, dbut have not been eble to get e single bit of
eonformstion. 48 asoon as I gl back I am going to try and traee this
all the wey down., It doesn't seem likely but is not impossidle, It
would bYe a good idee, Yet, if you resd John Lewis®' %est Virginia
speech you will see that the only large group he left out of the 1list
of those he is going to call to s LRFL-sponsored confersnce is the
inemployed,

Opinfon hére seems to be thet Congress will adjourn in six weeks- that



is, after a week in June. There ars some Hembars of Congrens who
bslieve that & special session will be called befors the Democratic
Convendion, to declare war, ,

“het 1s your polio¥ with regard %o Latin America, if you have one?

I ask this particularly in view of Dies intervention in the Nexicsn
situation, Two months age, % sbout the time that rumers of a fapoist
revolution in Forthern Mexico begen to reach here, Dies smnobnced the
appointment of a svecisl cne-man subcommittee { John J, Dempsey of

New Mexico ) to investigate unimericen propagends emsneting from Mexico.
Almost immediately came the sirange arrest of 7 CIO:-people by the
sheriff in E) Paso, Several-times since then Dies has mmnounced that

he would hold hearings in a few deys, but he hasn't snd probably wont
or some time-if at 211. Dies iz hot after the Mex stuff, The resl
ituation is thet there bas ben for years a largs fascist group of
‘Mexicans, lmown as the Gold Shirts, who are ssaisted by both the Naxis
and the Japs. They have attempted st least one rewolution against
Cerdenns. They get guns from the UB &8 well as other w urces, and
¥xseveral motnhs sgo a Texas or New Mexico grend Jury indicted several
individuels and Remington Armms Co. { DuPont) for iilegal gun-rmnning
to Mexico, Dies had on the stend Hesry D. Allen, the lieson between

the Nezi's in Los Angeleés end ‘the Cold Shirts, who figures in the
gun-running and other activities, and although he had considerabls
informatiod in his possession ( i.e., Dies did) Allen wes mot o nfronted
with eny real informetion on his Mexicen activity., Dies hes consistehtly
whitewashed ths Mexicsn sitvation and now he suddenly invents a hed
plot at the time when politieal sctivity in Mexico is gatiing hotter,
A% the same time Dies inv:etigator who initially psriicipsted in the
Gold Shirt whitewash, Edwerd Francis Sulliven, who, during the time

he worker for Dies was actually sn zgent of the Ukranien fascists,
suddenly, without eny grounds whatsoever, starts a visious and not
qudte legal harvassment of John Spivak, who exposed the Mexissn story
and Allen,.

¥hich reminds me, I have seme unoublished stuff on the elreulation
by the Hepublicen Netionsl Committee during the 1956 eleedion of
sntisendtic literature, simed ‘sganst Roomevelt and the ¥ew Deal, 1f
you are &t all interested in it. It wpuld take 2 conpiderable smount
of work to do a complete story, but s little yarn would only take s
couple of d«ys, 1 even have the check numbers of payments to some of
the better-known satisemites, Brother Sullivan, slthough nobedy knows
it, was also on their payro!l at the time: he was working with James
True on such filthy propsganda,. I have the dates upoen which he reesived
speelfic amounts of monsy and the numbers of the cheeks with whid ke
wasg peid.

Are yéu interssted in s good expose of the Imsurence business? There

18 2 good one thet I can’$ do becsuse T don't understend it well

enoguh, but I can get you sll the informatiog a spseialist would need

in deing 8 story, The Monopoly Committee held some swell hearings, showing
exectly how m ueh of the country is held by the insurancs companies

end I understand from friends of mine thet the papers played it down

or left it alorne,

Another good yaern from the monopoly record is a story on beryllium.




Thiw metal has tremenducus military value-greater, I understand, then
molybdenum. It is shared by the Nazi*s and British, without anmy
difTicnlty, The Nazi's operste ¥etel and Thermit Corp., in Chieago,
in their beryllinm dusiness, I reelly don't know much about it sxcept
thet 1% is supposed 1o be a good story, If you are interested im 1t
in the event it car be e good story showing the cooperstdon between
Nazi end British capitalists, dividing #p the world into restricted
territories, ete, let me know and I'11 get 2 summary to you showing
the story, in brief, S

The House yesterdsy passed the Logan-#alter bill, This, as you prodebly
know, is asimed primarily st the NLEB, It is a Plenk athack which, if
successful ( and it seems as though it will be) will mske the Smith
ammendments and the like unn eceeary, tho.sh still desifesbly to the
entilador forees,

Also pessed yesterday was & new appropristion for the Army with a

lot of emphasis on new bat'leships anfl repsirs to the old one, If you
are at all interested in this therels a ¥&kiional Bome Lidbrary dook by
Steghen henschenbush, formar secretary of the Muniiions invesiigetion
by Hye, called, I believe, War Nednees, which deals at lenght with

the grafs =ud gravy in bat telship conetruotion, Thls bosk { 25¢)

is based upon the officials resord of the munitions committee and the
informapicn from t¥hal record is publie end net copyrighteble, The

Seke for the shipbuilders is tremendusss, BWen if you are not interested
in guch 8 story ‘I belisve thet you'd enjoy ihe sestions desling with
the deviwion of spoils with Bethledem and NY Shiph 11ding, as 1 remember
1%, geiting the lioy's share. ' ‘

For the past two wesks INPL angd CIO boys from all over the country
bave been down here lobbying sgainst ‘the Smith smendments and while
1 have been comfined to the home mowuh of $he time it séems as though
they have hed some sucosss and made o Fittle impression., Frank Pries,
of the House Liberal Bloe { so o } oomes from an AFL distriet
in ¥ilineis, Ee fodght all = “to the WLRA, Inecluding the
A¥L emmendments, and Was re % the CI0 thiough INPL, Burke of
Nebraske w=ho, when he Tirst ran for the Senateé pretendsd to be -
Hew Dealer, introduced the NiM sumendments to the BLBA. He fix
freaked out thoussnds and thousands of WAM propagenda leaflets,
etc., and at government expense. He was defented for rememinstion.,

Thers is also a possibility of s stroy in therecent trend of military
contracts lct by the government-the trend being ssmllsr and smaller
contragtes going to an incressingly large number of menufacturers who,
of course, come more and mo~e under the domination of the army and
navy-eud the FBI-because of the mork they are doing., Lots of things,
like shoes, for imstance, become"nstional defense” orders. Some
hearings were held by a House comsiitse but they were never published
=nd wont e, I believe I cen get to see the stenvgrarhie $renseript
if you are interested, It should take about 2 days to get all the
information, ~

The Department of Justice report on the FBI-Detroit raids should
be relemsed eny Gay now but I haven't sn inkling of what 1t will
88Y, When I wrote you about this seme time ago I told von thet tha



probability wes that the ¥BI would be whitewashedbecause all of the
dirtywork was done by marshalls end not agents. I have learned

that this is not true. that the breaking down of doors end manecling
of the people was done by the FBI,

I don't know what the report by Schweinhaut will be, but I amp certsin
thet if it is & whitewash Korris will raise hell sbout 1t. I have
become inereasingly suspieious of this”investigation” beceuse of the
nupber of seemingly inspired stories and the statements of Hoover
himself to the effeect that the atsacks on the FBI are s red plot,. The
begen agaln at approximstely the time I hesrd that Schweinhaut had
returnsd from Detroit,.

Ajtorney General Jeckson has promised sn investihation of the arrest
of & lawyer nemed Frantz by a U.8. Mershall snd s sheriff in Birminghan,
dla., when they entered the CP heedquariers to serve Dies subpenas,
Prantz, son of a sosially~prominent Temnessee family, was in the office
{ with which he has nc direot connection-he was working on a case)
when they enterdd. Then he saild he 41dn't know whers the peErsco s

they soughts were he was slapped into Jall and held incommunicado for
48 houra. The is also suppomsd %o be referrsd %o Schwelinhaut who,

by the wsy, prosecuted the NMU boys for an alleged munitny on the
Algic, This was on of Joe Kennedyts 1ittle tricks against the union
which the boys in MMU undoubtedly know all about, They ought to be
abls to give you a story on the course of the City of Flint and

what ha pemed to it in whet ports on its famous trip. I understand

it was way off its course when intercepted and was taken to a Russian
port in order to whip up feeling sgainst Russia, The eaptain of +the
City of Flint was the captian of ths Algic who was told by Kennedy

{ then chr. of the Matitims Commission} to throw the union men in
irons,

The Senate Civil Liberties Comn ittse is preparing reports but there
is nothin~ there b-cause the contents of the report will npt be known
until 1% is offered toc the Senate.

One of the possibilities of & State Department story is the Lansging
Letters, the private files of Wilson's se¢retary of state, published
about three months ago not because the state department wented to
publish them bt becauss the law provided for it, I don't know how
mach was used but I beliewe that you can drsw parsllels from t&x%
them to the current situation., Let me know if you want them endI'il
get them for vou. -

It seems as though Ax-gan Cliff Woodrum may reopen his investigation

of WPA, There is some kind of & story in his old Investigation. His
eousel or chief investigator H, Balph Burton is the fellow who eiroulated
questioneires smong ¥Pi workers dem=nding to know their union affiliation,
He was = Coughlin guy and I san produce the datea upon which he recievead
verying smounts of money from the Father, totalling sbout #15,000.

This hes never been used. I cen aiso produ:e a copy of a letier which

be sent to the clark of the House of Represent tives on bslislf of
Coughlin., This {s the guy whp investigated WPA. What else I can turn

Up on the "PA investigetion I will not know until I lock into it,

but I believe I ann oot tn meo Shad e e o



For a long time Coughlin had a lobbyist her--fat 1little Louis Ward,

who seemed to mgke his headquarters in the Carroll Arms Hotsel, direetly
aceross the street from the Senste Urfice Suilding, War was usually
with & big blond, About B months ego Ward was made some kind of a

big shos en Sooial Justice, menaging editor or something romparable,

He has b en back in Zashingbon, spending at least & large part of his
%ime on the Eill, for about = month now. I don't krow what he is up

to, but the very si lence surrounding his work leads me to belisve that
Coughlin 18 up to something again.

It is interesting to note the parallel between Dies attack on the
Bpanish Vets and he following atteck on Mexico and the seame in Seoial
Justice. Dies could have ghven several {ssues of Scoial Justice which
I have seon ss the suthority for his sbmmexusx statements, If you wand
to heve somebody lock over Social Justice I believe that JTimmy
Wechsler et the Nation hes then. Dies has refused o investigsate
Coughlin and GCoughlin has boomed Dies for President.

In spite of the war the-e is & considersble undercurrent of dcmestie
pelitlics here. kany of the Congressmen fram Southern “tetes sre
srending most ofvtheir time in their conetituenciss. Joe Gtarnes,

for instance, has not att.nded most of the mecstings of the Dieg
comnittee. In his S%t:te, Alebsihe, they have = Mey primery snd the
primery imxixs is the eurivalent of the 2lection becsuse the

Democrat always wins., The primary vote is ususlly heevier/ 8%arnes

1s being opposed by a judge sbout whom liitle iz nown. It secms sns
though liberals and te@ex unionists in h s district teke the poeition
thet they cen't do worse, The farsers uniog, I believe, is leading
the onposition to him and *he NI0 is prod.bly following them, Starnss
district incl.ded Gadsden, where there hes b en so much ter-orism of
unionists by Goodyesr, Gulf Ctates Steel, Tennersec "oal Tron cnd Sail-
road, ete. Gulf Sta'es is now owned by Republic snd Tennessee Co. by
U.5,8tesl,

Flease gon't forget the dough and try to arrancg nith shoever sends
out the checks for mjyne to lesve an a regular day sach week,

bgrold




