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March 21, 1840

Dear Camsron,

Epclosed is an innomuous~-looking bill which, I believe, is a reslly
good stowy.It has never been used and I heve arranged for you to
g6t a break of at least & dey on it.

This bill is sn ammendment %o the census law which, it been
enascted, would have made svailable to the FBI, Army and Nevy
Intelligence all ithe confidential information contained in the
census questionaires.bhat 1s, the questionaires themsslves would
be svellable to these three investigetive units of the government,
A1l three are antilabor and resctionary as hell, It seems ae though
the information in which there would bde grestest interest by

these uvnits 1s the lalen information,

Here is the story of thée bill. It is really a J, Edgsr Boover
story and thus far is the only new thing I heve been sble to turn
up. I 2zm, however, working on other things which I expect to be

gble to send you soon,

First let me tell you what happens to leglslation proposed by the

govermment depsriments and you will see how I got it and why nothing
ever came of it,

Whenever zny Department desired to recommend legislation it sends
copies to the government comptroller, He, in turn, ssnds copies
to every member of the cabinet. They comment, etc. The snclosed
copy came from one of these worthies whose identity I regret I
promised to keep secret as one of the ponditions of getting it,

This bill was the recommendation of Mr, Justice Frank Murphey,
the grest civil libertariasn, He was interested in it by J, Edger
Hoover, It is really Hoover's bill., This has been checked at the
DyJ. 1tself and is definite, The bill wa: stopped before it wae
oven set in type. There seems to be no chance that it will

be offered at lezst in time for this census.

I have obtained 2 promise that no use will be mede of this until
the day after your 5th 1assus jomes out, that is, until the end
of the week afisr next, about 4/5, This was rather difficult,

in view of the fact that 4the person from whom I obtsined it wase
rather inclined $o release it for a big play.

There is sure to be & hell of 2 fuss when this get& to the floor
of the Senate, as it certsinly will, At thet time, however, it
will be pessible for you to claim credtt.

To J, Edgsr this bill would have meant e real boom in the card-
index business! Hies 4,000,000 would have jumped as rapidly as
it has since the esrlier time he mentioned it, early in the 20s



when it numbered 460,000, It would also be & boon to Dies and his
gang, especially the anti«slien bunch,

Also enclosed is 2 copy of the AG's press relesse on the abandone
ment of wire tapping., Fhat this reslly says is that the FBI has
been violating the law sinecs 1934 anywey and now they are going
to not vielate the law, at least officislly., Nothing is seid
sbout over-zealous ngents who might, in = frenzy of duty, make
use of the eguipment thet is hanging arcund, This stetement also
says that other government depertments which tap wires will have
to wep it s secret from the Department of Justice 1f they want
their ceses presented in court. The last sentence on page thrae
can be o nstrued to mean that the phones of members of Congress
have been tapped by the FBI in the past.,

Last weck I told Miss Kay that there wa: some e ckground stuff
avalleble in Uncensored. In case she hes any uese for it, a copy
is enclosed, Not copyrighted.

The wire-tapping investigetion, as I told Miss Kay Jast week,
was approved., £15,000 and the power to draw en the sxecutive
branches of the government for personneli will enable them to
G0 2 complets enough job if they want to. This inevitably means
an investigation of the FBI. Bert Wheeler is chairmen of the
Interstete Commerce Sommittee of the Senate, which is now empdwered
to do the investigating., It seems probably that Wheeler will
designate & subcommitiee o 4o the work in the name of the full
conmittes, Senator Green of Rhode Islend #ill not be & member of
the committee althpugh regular Gongressional practise i& for the
suthors of resolutions to head commitiees beoeuse he is not a
member of the full committise,

Toward the middle of next week I®11 ba able to send you something
on the index files, plant protection; ete.

If you want me to get the Smith Committee stuff used #n swekxnx
the floor dont forget to s:nd me a met of proofs as soon as you
can, If this is done { i.e,, 2 speech by a Congressmen) it should
glve you 2 nice boost and an authorftetive rep.

How's everything going? I hope your pireulation is good.

F.5, Please send my some dough Harold Mhdderg

The other promise I made was that you would not use this before the
issue of two weeks hence, that which will get here in Washington

at the present schedule on ipril 4. I would, of course, have prefered
no strings asttached, but that could not be.




