Mareh 15, 1940

Miss Helen Kay

Researeh Department

Friday, Ine., 114 E. 32 nd. 8t,
New York City; N.Y.

Desy Miss Kay,

For some unacoountable ressom your special delivery letter
didn't reasch me until this morning, eénaQQﬁently, I haven't
been able o get you as much information a8 I woold have 1liked
to. | |

Enclosed are the letters between A.G, Jackson and Senator Nowis,
two phtotgraphs of the Benator and other itens, Norris was
not around today so I couldn't get a statement, I was assured
by his sesreMdty that the old boy wouldn't make an exolusive
statement evan if he had teen in his office, Tomorrow I

will go through the Congressionel Record and will send youA
gopies of statemenis on the FBI that he has already made,

I promised to return the photographs, and I'd appreciate 1t

if you return them whenever you have finieshed with them, The
signed piloture was made by & prominent Vieness who beat Hitler
to the border Sam by & feow hours,

The initial attach on the FBI was made by Vite Marcantonio
immedintely after J. Edgar Hoover presented the testimony

an excerpt from whish is enslosed before the House of Representatives

Appropriations subcommittee, He sent you & copy of his epeach
last night and you oan get the date from that. A% approxismtely
the same time there were some rumops floating around about



FBI "plant protestion” activitles that undoudtedly hsa

some wffect wpon Mareanionio and his making of the speech,
The yecord of the Benate Civil Libertles Committi®e, by the
way, eontains innumerable examples of labor spies who got
thelr starts in the business by "protesting plantes® during th
last was, The most prominent emss is that of Harry Hennett,
Henry Ford's personal Pinkerton,

It was afier ithe Detrolt cases that Norris ma&a his attack
on Hoover and the FBI, And in quoting the megasine article
he was really quoting Marsantonio, whose stuff was used in
the magazine,

Also emalosed are coples of the resolution to investigate
wire~tapping and related violations of sivil 1liberties,
introdused Axtnsths by Senator Theodors Gyeen (D., R.I,, one
of the richest men in the Congress, who late on the summer of
1937 first stiracted attention in liberal cireiss in
Vaskington by his incisive examinatlion of Tom Girdler when
ne testifisd MCore the Senaie Commitiee on Post Offices and
Public Roamds pelative to the "Littls Stesl” strike), This
resolition was acted upon favorably by the Senats Intersiate
wheeleyr is ochalrman, and &

Commerce Committes, of which Bert
sopy of the favopable report is enclosed, Bert Wheeler, back
in BSR4, ¢?i%§§§:§gy§§§;;:%ag§ ggg:%g:ﬁ a Benate investigation.
A week late %hgalur was indioted by ks & federal grand Jury
for pewjums dribvery, The case hung for a long time before 1t
was dropped, A% that time William J, Burns had Hoovey's present



job and Hooverm was & lawysr in the Dspaptment. Burns soon
there aftsr devoted his full time to his antilabor detestive
agenay and Hoover succeeded him,

wheeler is aredited with the story of a speolal file seatlion
within the B FBI where dossiere on meuwbers of both houses of
Congress are kept. This story seems never to have bpan proved
or disproved, It came up agaln yna%arﬁay vhen the Attornsy
General held his largest snd lonpent ﬁms confersnce ( more
than 50 sorpespondents and more than 3/4 of an hour ). When
asked " You have undoubtedly heard rumors that J, Edgar

Hoover has dopsiers on members of Congress and others” by a

newspaperman who wes interested in the prospects of a Congressional
investigadion Jackson replied "If you have any éovidenss of |
such a thing as that you bring 4t to me and I will ast. No
“one has brought any such evidence to my attention.” Unoffislally,
Jackson's friends and assoplates say that if any "brutslity”
or "dirty work" by FBI asgente were brought to his attentlon
there ir no doubt that he would tske definite and immediate
asation, Today I spoke Lo one of the men within the Depari-
ment vho is closest to Jackson and he confirmed this and

added that in ths absence of a peally substanbial, factuel
gase againet Hoower and his men Jackson should be expected

40 stand behind his subordinate, Hoovap,

It was a yesterday's press oonferense that Jackson annocunced
the investigation of the FFI conduct in the Detroll vases,
Henry Behweinhaut, ~ho 1s to conduct the investigation, will
repord only to Jackson, who will make the report public, Whils



no statement has boen made about the nature or sgope of Bhis
investlgation, 1t 1z pretiy sertain that Bohweinhaut will
study all the files and complaimts and personally interview
persoms with a direct knowledge of what happened,

Bohwelnhaut is a former lawn professop in the Washington
Bollege of law, He s a native of the Distriet of Columbis,
In 1937 he had much to do with the presesution smd conviction
of an Arkamsas constable named Pescher for Peonsge, In 1938
he participeted in the Eaﬁian gonepiracy case in wﬁiﬁh 62
Harlan County coal operators and their deputy shﬁ#%ffs wers
tried Tor conspirsey to viclase the National Labor Relstions
Act. The jury waz hung and the case wss dropped after the coal
operators slgned a union aantraai snd afier € of the deputies
were murdsred by other deputies, Frank Hurphey appain%aﬁ him
to head the civil libserties seotion of the D.J., which WM

" Murphey sstablished, This seftion is within the Oriminal
Division, of which O, Johm Rogge is the Assistant Attormwy
Ganersl, in charge,

Re: wire tapping, any FBI mire tapping is, presumesbly,
persuant toinstructions from the Dirscior of the Bureau,
Hoover, besause of a regulation adopted in 1931. Between

1928 and 1931 there was no wire tapping by the FBI if the
pepartment's regulations were followsd, The Communieations

Ast, passed in 1934, prohibite the "interception or divulgence”
of Anformation obtained by wire %appins, and the Bupreme Court
nas held that evidenoe =0 obt ained mBT not bs used. The



real purpose of wire apping, however, is not 1o obtain
#vidonee dut Lo obltain information or leads.

If you have any use fop further information about John Bagar
Hoower I belleve that the best avallable informetion san be
found in the resent issue of “Ynonesoprsd”, issued in New York.

Parhaps this addithmasl informstion mey interest you: in
any prosecsution by & Unitad Biates Distrist Attorney anyvherse
in the United Btates the investigation iz condusted by Gemen
assigned by Hoovey, There are & little lese than 2 thousand
G-mon.,

I learned today from one of ithe attorney gemeral’s closest
that probably in about & week he will havs something to fay
about wire dapping but could not find out what he will say.

Unfordunately I do not know when your "next iscue" will go

%0 praes, 80 I aa:aanaﬁng this along, Tomorrow I will send
you any Rorris guoles that I osn find in the Congressionsl
Record amd one or two other things sbout the FBI that I

think I cen get, such as Dies' gharge that %111£am’ﬂaéﬁisﬁian@
maka?iaua>goan emd Dies shar antl-NMU witness wae & DJ

agent at the time he allegedly-murdersd FPhilip Carsy, MU

New Orleans ofr;ﬁialw MaCuistion was pe-indlcted for this
murder day béfbr@*y§a$nrﬂay.

Adout the poscible wire-tapring investigation, The resolution

which prawiﬁﬁa_far this really sets up a permapsnt investiga-

tion. The recommendsd appropristion need be spent anly for




the stenographis reporting of hearings and the transportation
of investigators. All other expsnees fan be borne by the
executive branches of the Government ard; in the event that
the resolution passes, which seeoms probable, thia would
undoubledly happen, 86 1t did ‘n the oas e of the Benate

Civil Liberties Committee, Incidemtally, the Senste 0ivil
Liberties Committee “has the legal authority to investigste
not only wire tapping, but the FBI, but it wont,

Late lant ’nigh% I wrote Cameron MoKensie that I would send
him my Dies committes stuff tonight. At that time I aidn’t
expest %o Epend today collecting this iInformetion, Will you
plesse %211 him that I will send 1% to him tomoryow, 8
early as I cam, which, I imsgine, will be in the early
afternoony

Thank you
Harold Welsberg



