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SUBJECT Garrison Allegations _Re'CL4 Photograph. in Warren • 
Commission Report -- The Facts 

1. 	The presence of Lee Harvey Oswald in ?Mexico ity and details 

of his contact with the Soviet. Consulate on 1 October 1963 V7 re reported to CIA 

• 

s" 	• 	 . • 

:Headquarters on 9 October 1963. This information was dis ribnted routinely to 

. 	•:' 	 • 	 • 	• 
specified deparl:meats anal agencies on 10 October.. This a Lion was predicate 

• • . 

	

-• 	. 	• 	. 	_ 

•. 	

_ 

	

_ • 	. 

entirely on tb-e.  a-ssuomption that Oswald probably interaded t• redefect to the 
"'=":'•••• - • E... 

Soviets. 
• . 

Z. 	Concurrently,. photographic information was .r 

indepen.dent source depicting a single individual 

. 	. 
in Mexico City on 1 October 1963. In its report to CIA Hee. quarters on 9 

: • . • . 
• . 	- 

October, the CIA Station in.cluded descriptive details base 
. 	••. 	 ' 	• 	... 

. 	, 	••• 

on the photograph 
- 	 . 

	

. 	. 	 • 	• 
LT- 	 • - 	. 

	

which 	guessed might be Oswald because of the coincid ce in time between 
. 	. 	• 

the photograph and th.e report of 03w;ild's contact with the 

_ 	. 	. 	 . 	• 
3._ _ These facts should be noted at the outset for c rect interpretation_ 

.• 

of the narrati-re: 

a.. 	The• neous. The 
. • . 	• • 

• . _ 

Station's guess was err 

. 	. 
individual in the photo graph was not Oswald, nor ha there been any 

evidence that ho was in any way related to Oswald or 

• _ 	. 

. 	_ - . 

• • 
Mexico or elsewhere. 



alone or with any individual 	in front of the C 	Ern'oassy, the 

Soviet Ercba_ssy, or any-where else in Mexico. A CIA request and  a_ 

follow-up in October 1963 to the Navy fora photograp of Oswald in order 

• 

to check "what was eventually shown to be an erronee and irrelevant 

• • • 

deRcriptiou bad not. been serviced before the assassi at-ion 

.22  Nave3zober 	CIA did not have a known photo 
• .• 	 - .• . _ 	••••••... - 

ph. r.p.f. Oswald in 
. 	- --; 	• 

. - • 

its files -before the assassination of President Kenna 

.• 	 • 	. 
either in. Washingt( 

• -.Aft.4..r the data of the assassirsation, nzive review by 
. 	, . 	, 	 . 

• CIA sources In Me...co. revealed that Oswald ha• also visited the 

bee 
Cub-an Consulate in Mexico City on 27 and 23 Sept 

••• . 	. 	. 	. 

Photographic evidence was also prodri d that, the nnkaawn • 
. 	• 

individual who had be-en noted in front of the Soviet .rnbassy on 1. Octobe .  

(erroneously thought by CIA. to possibly be Oswald) had 7?  ilo  visited 

Soviet Embaauy on 4 October and the Cu.bam. E=ba.s y On 15 October.. 

.••• 
• ■ • • ,• 

Both of these events were subsequently dernonstra•ed to be  alter  

Oswald had left Mexico City to return to the Unite. States.' In each 
• • • 

instance the photograph (or photographs) depict ingle individual; he 
„ 	- 	• 

not 05,,,,z2d. 

-2- 



which was dependent solely on radio broadcasts . for i first information, 

perceived immediately the probable identity of the Presiden Is announced. 

assassin and the subject of its report to CIA headquarters o 9 October 1963. 

CIA's Medco 	Station thereupon immediately cabled 	dqua.  rters referring 

to the earlier traffic and initiated direct contact with the 1-  I represent---Ntive. 

As no photograph qr des-cri-pticrn of Oswald was yet a.vallabl in the Me'dcan 

capital, the Station continue-el to consider the photograph. of. 1-11.,: unknown inciividua 

• - 

. 	_ • 

takza on I and 4 Gctoher to be of po Bible utility for tha 

investigation. Copies of all of the photograph:3 were chow o the U.S. .A2mbassa 

• 

on Z2 llo-vernber 1963, after the assassination news had broken, and. a copy of 
• . 	. 

each 	 vra.s passed., early in the afternoon, 	the chief FBI 

representative in the Embassy. 

5- 	Zn recapitnInt-lon, the photographs passed to 

a. 	Three photos, taken 1 October, 

e FBI rcpreseuLative 
. 	. 

...• 	 - 

There were separate shots of one caucasian male, 
• 

.". 

tall, heavy  build, round face, pronounced baldness at temples and top of 

head. White pullover, open shirt, light colored, n-type trousers, 

- 	• 
. • 

pronounced dip-cut pockets. Chain f;_rom bolt 	to right pocket. 



• . • 
characteristic background detail. (The cropping at this e or Later n CIO "W3.3 

- location aarne as in "a" above. Single 	 ides 	the man 

described in "a" above. Dark, bUcton-down pull-crier h j can - t-yp • 

trousers, slash cut pockets. Chain from belt guide to right pocket. 

c. 	Trio ohotos,  taken on 15 October 1963, 

. 	. 
These Shorzr one person, identical with the subject of the photos 

described in sub-para_s_ "a" and "b", above- He is w axing  a da271-, 

TheTBI representative in Me.....cn C 
. . . 

• • 

had one •r. all of the 

• 

photographs conveyed by F-RT. sa_fe. -hand to the Den:,  s °Lice of FBI on ';:be alterno 
. 	• • 	• . • _ 

• . 	 • 

01 the 22 Norre.naber 1963 on th-_. azaninption the photos roigh asoist.theinvestigat 

• . 	 . 	. 	_ . 	. 	_ 

in course. 

7. 	One of the pho-tograph_ enor-erated in paragra 

• 

b. above, was 

shown by FBI agt Bordv.-ell. D. ODUM. is Dal.i  on the ev ning of 23 Novezzabe.1 

. 	. 

1963 to Mrs. 	...---guerite Oswald,. The two too corners of he photograph were 
_ 	. 

cropped by Mr.. Odurn in Daila.a before it 'was shown in or cr to conceal 

impaired or affected the unlization of the pl-.‘,otograoh as a investigative tool.. ) 
. 	. 

• 

•,. 

The photograph was introduced by the FBI into evidence b fore the Warren 

Commission which dencr-yrinatcd it Commission Exhibit 23 	_A reproduction 0! 

.• • 



52_:chibit, in which all background has been removed to p.rot.ec  

of acouisition, appears in Vol. VTI, Commission Hearings, D. 633.. 

affidavit authenticating the photograph is its va ioua c-.---opped version... 

appears in VOL XI of the Commission Hearings, pp_ 469-70. The "Warren . 

Co=lission takes up the epis.ode in its Report on p.364. 

S. 	The 7172. -r-ren Com-mission. and designated. Staff  

familLari_..--ed with the facts set out in this memorandum-. T 

ernber:.- were 
- ' 

., 	• 
e^i received the 

• . 

details in briefing a, from personal inspections of CIA 	carters records and 

- 	. 

•-_- 

is Me.›-dco City. 
still unidentified person 

. 	• 

Oswald  taken in Me-i-o City before the assassination of P esident Kennedy.-  

- 	. 

48. CIA acquired a photograph early in October 19„3 of an unnamed and 

long after Oswaid.'s departure. 

. 	. 	• 

-5- 

•• 

• 

 

 

in discuss:lions with the CIA officers concerned in Headqua ens and at the 

rtnbassy in Me.r.i. co City. 
• 

CONCLUSIONS CF RECORD:  

1. CIA did not acquire, receive or bold a photog ph of Lee Harvey 

3. 	This  photograph and others acquired by CIA- o 	samee 

aro NOT Oswald. 

....,....- 2 4 	
All photographs without. exception 3how 

	

1.../(j- 	
dividual. The 

( 

Si/ct  - 	
- 	• •.:-:*: 

photo coverage of this person in Mexico City extend:: to 

	

t,-1, ^s 	 October 19&3, a datc 



t 

substituted or modified in any way by CIA. The FDI lnt, ociu. ed it into evidence. 

The cropping of the photo,. origin.nlly by the FBI and latter  the Warren Conornissiol 

was entirely justified for the protection of 30L1.1-Ce3 and me d3 In no way did 

this necessary sfPguard affect the substance of the photograph for irrve=tigaitver 

6. 	There is troth. 	except the coincidence 

visita to the Soviet Consulate in Mexico City,: to co-no-cot the unidentified"-p-erson 
. 	. 

in the photograph with Oswald. CIA's considered jud.g.uent is that this man and 
• 

• • • 

hl photograph are totally irrelovan_t to the Oswald in-vestig Lon. 

-6- 

of the 
... 	• 

e of pre-suroed 

• 

?). 


