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The !:exican and Cuban Governments have clashed over the investiga 
conducted by Lexican police into the activities of Lee Harvey Oswald, 
President ::ennedy's suspected assassin, while he 	in :.:exico fron 
Z3ptember 26 to October 3. :".exican Foreign .:finis ter nr,nuel TAO 
announced on November 28 that 1-')e !:exican Ambassador to Cuba, Gilberto 
30S S, had. been instructed to return as "unacceptable” the Cuban 
3overnment's note of November 26 which had protested the action of 
::exican police in questioning an employee of the Cuban Consulate in 
n2XiC0 City about Oswald's reported application for a Cuban transit 
visa during his visit. 

The Mexican press had reported previously that ..:exican authoritie,  
were investigating Oswald's activities in cooperation with•United Stag 
authorities, including the FBI. 

In its M1 	the Utternment had chareed that its Consulate' 
employee, 	nova Silvia DURAN,.,had been detained by police on Nov- 
ember 23, 	 untirmidnight, - physically mistreated, and 
subjected to insinuations about alleged "intimate relations" with 
Oswald. The Cuban note salT-thar-this' ""illec;aI" investigation corres-
ponded to the plan of reactionaries in the U.S. who were using 
President Kennedy's assassination to promote a war policy on the basis 
of accusations against Cuba and the Soviet Union. Alleging that the 
l'iexican police actions had disregarded the minimum guarantees owed to 
employees of a consular office, the Cuban note concluded that the 
incident had damaged the friendly relations between the two countries. 

In order to ex-olain his decision to reject the Cub: n no 
Foreign Minister Tello issued the following statteon Nove:Jb2r. 2*37-  
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"The anistry of Foreign Affairs is prepared to consider the complaint 

of the _:evolutionary Government of Cuba solely in tho- 	cpccts which are 
pertinent and as long as it is phrased in accordance vim 	iploMatic nor:As. 

l'ek,  
"The ter 	of fne note w:tich Chancellor Rd(414.1k, 	 ur Lmbassador 

in Cuba on ::ovember 26 are unacceptable and, in c,,vel,uencr. ,N.Issador < • 
Bosques has received instructions to return it. 	kS4 

":ncidontally nn3 for the information of publie oP(.42itpno  the lanistry 

points out that SeHora Duran is a :lexicon national and here otection--in 

the event that she should have needed it or should need it-tls guaranteed 
by ilexican law." 

"3y virtue of this saa..e nationality, the fact that SeHora Duran is 
employed by the Cuban consulate neither confers upon her diplomatic 
ilz7ani;71;'0 or privileges, nor removes her from the jurisdiction of the 
competent :.:axican authorities." 

The exchange was one" of the most acrid on record between the two Govern- 
ments since Castro came to power, and there has also been a sharp reaction 

among p.ablic ,-;roups in ::axico. Under the headline "All Sectors Applaud 

The Dia:ision," the newspaper Ultims Tpticis, for example, quoted a number 

of spo%:asmen as strongly bacicin;:: the ::.exican position and deoloring irately 
that tIle "bosses of the firing squad" had nothinj to teach :...exicans about 
individual guarantaes. ifevertheless, it is not believed that either 

Govern_:.ant will consider it in its best interest at this time--barring, 

of course, further develop :tints of a similar nature--to press this issue 

to a point where relations would be seriously daimed or a break in 
relations would be considered likely. 

For the Ambassador: 

Robert '1. Adams 
Counselor of EMbassy 
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