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ILLEGAL ACTIVITIES OF THE DIES COMIPTER

Unsmployed, fifty-five year old James Hulse Dolsen was sound
aslesp &» the sun rose on Saturday morning, March 23, 1940, He was,
roused by Dies committee investigator Robert B, Barker and an

| assistant of unkoown authority. Barker $hrust into the hands of the
: still-slsepy Dolsen a Dies committee "forthwith” subpens and explained
that it had fust sbout the forece of & ssarch and seizurs warrant, He
%014 Dolsen to dress, and while Dolsen was dressing Barker ransacked
the room, emptying the éﬁn‘bmtc of files, bockesses and bureau drawers
\ into Dolsen's suitesses., He took even empty filem folders. Dolsen
protested, dut to no awell, He was not sllowed to phone 2 lawyer or
friends. As soon as he was clothed he was rushed into a waiting auto
nnd driven to the airport, Here he finelly did get to saphons dbut uly
& mement before he wes taken onto the plane and flown %o “#ashingi;en;
Barker $014 him that ths subpena compelled him to fly to Peshingwon
immediately, waikxikexinzextigntarz

PUpon arrivierg in veshington Dolsen wes teken before an
sxecutive session of the Dies committee-a session at which nefither

the press nor other citizens are sllowed, Heving regained sone of his

composurs Dolsen refused to testify in seeret and without a lawyer,
The commities decided to wait until Monday morning.
Dolsen spent the weekend in an unsuccessful seerbh for a lwayer
admitted
who would represent him, Dolsen is anmskisikamws Communist, & charter
member o the party and & regular let:er-to-the editor writer, without
| & lewyer he testified 511 day Monday and was told to return for further

questioning the following doy, Then Dolsen showed up on Tuesday morning




¥isk 1%,

with & lewyer the committee 44 not question him, He was told to kesp
on revorting, which he 314, but he wes never recalled 10 the stand,
Dolsen had in his ralded li-ile room in a roaming houee &
Comrrunist Party dues-bodkk made out in the nams of Franklin Delano
Roosevelt, s name sdopted by = party member afraid of losing his job
if his fdentity with the party were known, This got the Dies committee .
dack on the front pages for the first time in two monthe.
The real reascn Dolsen was never mz recalled 1a that he raised
ths question of the committee’s fllegal action im ap-rehending him on
a subpena snd improperly seixing his personsl properiy. Although there

were two two Dies men to contredict Dolsen, ithe committee couldn's

The agent of any Gongressional com=ittee serving a subpena
hes sbsolutely no power., If asked to leave he must 40 s0 {mmediate!y.
Ee oasn taken nothing unless it is woluntarily ghven him by the persen
upon whom he serves the subpena. The subpera allows sufficlent time

%o get 2 lawyer, collset any documents that might be #alled for, The
committes is bound to psy texmx transportztion expenses of the witness
but the witnsss 1s not re-uired to sccompany ths esgent,

The book which got the commitiee its headlinessabs was not
Dolsen’s, so it didn't come under the subpens. The book had, obviously,
no con eestion with the president, unless he resided in Pittsburgh and
worked on TPi,

Atteehod i3 2 brief summary of Dolsen's teastimony with some
guotes, showing clearly that he hed no rights and wes fre-uently
threstened and intimidsted.

After & day passed the newspapers and Hembersof Congress



began to leugh es Dies' "exposs”, The I'ittsburgh Press eriticized the
committee for "wasting the taxpayers' money" and said that sufficient
informetion about Dolsen could have been obtained "simply by spending a
three-cent stemp on & let-er,” When Dies ,om:ittee agents, led by the
gommittee’s gwumal counsel, swsoped down on the Com unist Party's
Pittsburgh office on Tuesday, March 26, they were‘denied access to
the reaardé.

S0, on Thuraday they hastened %o Baltimore, the ofige of the
party closest to Washington, snd, when onlyszozzimn was in the office,
raided 1t and, over her protests, removed 1ts contents. They made no
of ‘ort o serve a subpena on the woman's husband, Dr, EXALHER Alders
Blumberg, party secretary., “hen the agents raided the Baltimore office
they uped & blank subpens, snd riléd in ¥rs, Blumberg's name after
she identified herself,{No other Congrsssional committee is known to
have employed this - ueationadble procedure, The Dies conmities has made
a practise of 1%, During the elsction campaigh on 1938 Dies gave a
palitioal oponent of Farmer~Laborite Governcr Elmer Benson of Minpesaot
& helf-dozen balnk subpenas end {500 with which to bring unknown
witneases to Washingion to testify agsinst Benson., Benson was labsled a
red, He was defeated,)

%hen Hrs, Dorcthyislnmberg, in the course of her %testimony on
Friday, Merch 29, ge-used the committes of robbing the ofiice [ies
defended his investigators, whe once again had operated in pairs in order
to have twe words ageinst one, by saying the Mrs, Blumberg had given them
permission to take everything in the office, Mrs., Blumberg pointed out

that she had ne such suthority, not being an offiecisl, and otherwise



“denied Dies statements sbout the raid, ¥ithin a fort whilo she was

Tinished testifying and has not yet been rescalled, _

Also on the 29%h Dies agents reided the Massachussetis head-
cuarters of the Compunist Barty.

Eagh of these radis wes acocompanied, as were those that followed,
eitler by a statement or & "rumor” which seemed to come from the
gom 1ttee ihat » membership MMst had been obiained. 4All witnessen
wers asked for the names éf party members or for lists. 41l refused snd,
with the sxcepiion of the two mswem women who testified, Mrs, Blumderg
and Miss :nne Burlek, administrative secretery of the party in Massachussets
( who testified on Thursday, April 4 }, all were a8 a conss:uenco cited
for contempt,

Dies wza & déy too early for April Fools' Day when he announced
that he was going after the membership list of "the Germesn-imericen
nnd all cother orgznizstions which ocur committee finds ® be sub-
?é.i";i?e". There were two cetches: The committee has msde no effori so
far a8 can be discoversd to getla Bund membership list; 1ts own record
ghowms that the Bund's membershop list wes destroyed in snticipution of
& demend for it, Had the commitiee, however, actuslly gotten such a ligt
it is clear that no use would bave boen made of §t, for it hes had in
itz possession & Pelley 1list for 8 or 9 months and has steadfastly
rexfused to make it ﬁublic.

The day after the tantimny of the Blumbergs, st 10:53 p.R.,
the Klan burned #rosses on irneir lswn, but the coomitiee has done nothing
ebout it even thought there is now a law { Public 401, pessed this January)
making it a felony to interfere with witnesses belspe C“ongressional

sommittee, ®hen Diss was asked on Vednesdsy April 10, 1940, by Congressmsn




Vito Marcanténio ( ALP, NY )}, when he would investigate the Klen, §f

be would, Diee remained silents, ilthough on this same day Dies made a
lengthy defense of his commitiee { 4 isngle-speced typwwritten pages Jon the
House floor
/the Congressionel Record does not contain it. Thers is » legend saying

( strnegely enough) that the speech will appear in the eppendix, It is

not the e no® is 1% in the Reecord of Thursdey,

On Tueaday night, April 2, Dies announced thst his agents,
assisted by local police, had raided the Communist Party's head-
quarters in Philadelphia and ontained "emszing evidence, including
membership lists, dues, und disbursements,

This is what happened in Philadelphia:

Two committee investigatédrs, Ceorge Hurley { former G-msn) and
Chester Howe { who had spent a long time in Philadelphis beginning early
in 1939 ), led = raiding party totalling 27 end also including Thiledelphia
bolice, B detectivep,und motor cycls police, One of the reijing garty
said thst the msterial seized wes taken ina truck over the Uelaware
River Bridge { a mile fmom Communist Ferty Hesdquarters) end into
Hew Jersey in order to get ths matefirl out of the State before legal
proceedings to halt its pemovel could be jastituted. The bridge is in
the opposite direction from Pashington.

Once agein the comnittee's idiggal action feiled to get it baok
intoc sensational headlines to which it was mccustomed. Immadiately the
-Philadelphia Communiste demended the arrest of the Dies zgets. The
comnittee peg=n to worry.

{See mttached memo for Judges decision, copy of warrant, estc.,
re rhiledelphia raids. The Internsiionsl %oukers' Order office wes also

similarly reided,)



Cn the morning of April 4, Picherd H, Lawry, who had been fireﬁ
after the committee alleged he was a Comwunist,

fras his job as Pittsburgh census sppervisor/ was recslled to the stand
while the committee sgain attempled, in self-justification, to prove
he wag a Qomwunist. The committee failed and Lewry, father of 7, had
ne job,.

Leter that day Phil Frankfeld, State secretary of the Commmnist
Party for iMassassachussetts, was ejected from the hearing et Disa
direction when he demsnded = right the committee has regularly mecorded
fascist, andti-lebor, and “epublicsn [ John D,H, Familtoh ) witnesses,
He wentéd to make 2 short sfxmmszx stetement for the record., Dies told
him to get somsone to put it in the Congressionel Tecord.

told
On 4pril 4 Dles was infurmed by Federsl Judge George A. Yelsh,

" .-of Thiladelphia, not to make sny use of the materisl selzed illegally

lphia, Dies immedistely plsced this material in his

i ; record end then announced,"The records are all in, are s pers
ot theﬁraﬁord of the coumitiee and = part of tho evidence., It's & Talt
sccompli, The matter is now mcademic, I don't see how we 6sn now give
them up, It is out of our control.” Five days later Dies proved himself
8 lier when he returned the records stolen in Fhiledelphie,

The next day Judge ¥elsh order the arrest of the Dies ngents. Dles
retallsted with an additional clear violention of the law, Committee
secretary Robert S¢ripling swore out an affidavit for the ar-est of
PBrankfeld and Thomas F.Patrick 0'Dea, gecretary of the Young Commmanisd
league of ¥ass, Aprehended in the corridors of the House Office Building
while weiting for e Dies committee hearéng thet didn't begin until today
{ 4/12/40) both were jailed in defeult of bail, See copy of Judge Letts!

decision in dismissing Frenkfeld snd C'Dea, attached,




The jalling of the two Communists gave Dies the bemefit of
some of the hemdlines end in part offset the bad pudbligity of Judge
¥elch's ofder,

Suffsring from these several reverses, something to whioh RBies
is unsccustomed, he suspended hesrings on the fomdth and kept himself
in the headlines by a safer devise, a seriem of sietements to the press,
On the £ifth he appealed " to the people oftggiscountry " 4o decide
shoether he or the lew was wrong. Un the sixth he predicted enasctment of
8 law requiring registration of left-wing political parties., On the same
‘dny Representetive Jerry Voorhis (Dem.,Celif.) member of the committee
who had previously bsen considered & liberel, smnounced he was introdueing
2 b111 to " sambke out” the names of Communists and others, When Voorhis
intnaducad‘his b411l it was Bo brosd thet competent Congressional observers
said 1% 2i§§: even reguire the Catholic ohurch to register with the State
Depsriment,

Next day Dies used Tresident Foosevelt to get him back into
the headlinese by “challenging? him with & " direet wuestion™ %o suprort
.Dies legislative ideas r=ferred %o above,

On the eighth Diss scked the House to cite Slumberg, 5'Des
apd Frankfeld, which the House 4id, Dolsen and George towers, it sdburgh
Communist leader, had been previocuslt cited and, st the demend of the
com ‘ittee, Frankfeld and C*'Dez had been illegsnlly ar ested for this, This
was greeted by the ismerican Civil Liderties Union snd by numerous
clregymen and educetors as "indefensible”.

Judge Letts rendered the decision eritieising the committes

reforred to above { see attached) on the ninth =nd Dies countersed,



- yeferring to this deeision,”]f there ain't enough law we'll give them some
lew.® He also said that if arrests could bde msads only in the way
prescribed by law "they've goi us beat™. {I}

| On the tneth Dies churged that Comsunist leaders were fleeing

5 em/aa;:a the comsittes, bui ke fsiled i call 2 hearing %o take teaimony
from Communist witnesses who had come in to testify =nd who were compelled

to hang arcund “sshingion, Later in the dey he made the speegh vhick

has yet to be found in the Congressional Record, referred to sbove,

on the eleventh Dies took testimony egainframzx for about
two hours, but edled notbing t the record,

He got baek in stride $oday by resorting to one of his previous
witnesses. After Dies and other mauwbers of the comrittes ( except
sa'ae; of ¥ass.) end Counsel Hobert Lynch { mee previous memo) and
Resesrch Director J,B.Matthews ssent slmost the whole dsy threaténing,
xst intimidating and provokinz 4 witneeaes representing the Veterans of
the Abrahsm Lincoln Brigade { Fred Feller, Milton %olff ( sic), Anthony
DeMaio{ sic) 2nd Gerald Cook }, 7illism C. McCuistion { see earlier
momo ) wag recalled to the stané to tell a lurid story of the alleged
exscution of sn imerican boy whe iatthews s=2id, without ewen r«ferring
$0 any evidence, was 2 direct lirneal descendart of "resident John
{uincy Adame who assumed the nsme of Yhite, 211 four had denied that thers
hed been such an execution. “eCulstion coneluded the hesring at 5:58 p.m.,
aéd none of the four was given an oppertunity to refute his testimony,.
Metuistion, when New Urlesns police atimpbed to extradict him to sitand
triel on = murder charge ZmsX¥ lete last year, was successfully defended

by Fhea Thitley, former C-men snd then commities counsel, Since then



Mevuistion has been indisted by a grand jury for this wurder, but Lé

has eentinuéa to bang around ths lies committes, sllegedly getiing 3D

2 dny from the commities, He haez been shadewing some of the comuit tee's
witnesges,

Earlier ig the day John Honeycomd, deserte from the Zpanish
fepublicen Army, was encouraged to ¢all the Zpanish relief 2 “luncretive
racket” and to stete thet ke “believed” {hat "no more than 20 rsrcentg”
of the money collected for this purposs in the United "tesies reschald
Spain. i“hen Xeller denied this noah Mason { Fepey I11l.) s2id that
Eeller'’s denial d1d not .onstitubte s sufficent refubtation beczuse he

hed nothing besides his sworn testimeny o of fer.

These are not the only such raids caonducted by the les
é@ﬁtee. Cn October &, 1938, & similar reld wes made on the offices of
the “bicago breneh of the Communis$ Perty. Cooperating in this smzziues
enterprise wes Meke (sic) Mills, head of ¢ “hicago "Red" squad, who
achieved a2 ghort feme in 1937 when ke proved thalt the 10 people massacred
during the picksilng of the struck Hepublls 3teel Corporation plant
were part of & group of dspgerous agiiators who were geing to tmke the
plant over, His sctivity during the "Litile Sieel” atrike is = mattér
of record { La Follette Commit ee hearings, parts 14 snd 16~D}. At
approximately the same time thers was 2 raid on the Chicage office of the
imerisan League for Fesce snd Lemoeracy.{ibe Isserman has complete |
informetion, induding affidsvits, on this. I, @nfortunately, haven't
my copiss), Te raid on the vmebington office of the lesgue i3 wovered

in my ether memo on hte Dies committes, Note perticularly the pudblication



10

of the meiling list as a wembership list, Mason'’s comment on the reagon
for incorporatiygg it in the record, ete. |

Thesze sre ot the only times Dies has throatened witnesses with
eontempt proceedings, although it 1s the first time he has actuelly
fnstituted them., For example, when Joe Curran was s witness, oun Satdrday
October 28, 1939, after he tried to get the committee to take testimony
from him sbout the romoval of imerican seamen from smericen ships,
Dies threatensd him with sonivempt if he 414 not stop trﬁng to voluateer
informstion,

Throughout the recsnt exsminations stress has besn laid on
union conrections of the witnesses. »ll were msked about their wnion
affiliations, wven years back, Some of thi: was in great detail, an

abvious effort fo show Communist domivation in seversl casges,




Re:" forthwith” subpenas. Dies sgents habitually interpret forthwith

to meen Immedistely slthough, s = metter of law, this is not true.

In my cese Zhay the men who served the sudpene st 8:2) &.m. demsnded
thet I srpesr i ¢ ¢,m., slthough when he got here I was in bed and when
I wmewered the-door I was undressed, I didr't get there until £:%C and
nothing ves soid., They do it so they can prevert lawyers representing
witresses from thwarting some of the raw stuff they pull, Ones Sol

Cohn got down to Veshinetop snd represented the variovs Communist

witnesses the committies didn't get awsy »ith whet i1t 644 in Dolsen's

cBBe,

Re: Curran's testimony. Although Volume 10 of the commitiee's printe d
hesrings represents that it ind uded the testimony of Oetober 28, 3839,
Joe Curran's testimony is not included, although thet we: the dey on -
which he appeared and his testimony took up slmost the whole day. No
#eason hes heen given for this, in fuot, nobody seems to hove noticed
1%. I know of no similar case on sny cormitiee, Day's of hesrings are
vever broken in hslf, and there is no limitetion on the size of tw
book, Volume 10 is smaller than seversl of the others the commitsee has

turmed sut,




