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Dies Committee was formed for an anti-labor purpose
Dies Committee has gone in for union busting

committee has whitewashed fascist and anti-semgétic
organizations

vital and
Dies Committee has suppressed/material evidence

Dies Committee has been anti-semitic

Dies Committee has uncovered no facts not public
knowledge previous to its investigation

Dies Committee has been a tool of reaction
(consumer report)
Dies Committee has used 1llegal methods

main attention of the committee has been to newspapers

Dies Committee has attempted to create a hysterical
gtate of mind by following the developments in the
European war and playing upon prejudices



On » 1938, a preomiment Washington liberal
was privately informed by a conservative Congressman Professing
friendship for labor that Martin Dies, John Nenee Garner and

&
John P. Frey, bitterly disappointed at thgﬂ;r failure to ease
through the Homese of Representatives an investigation of sit-
in an attempt
down strikes which they intended to use/to break the CI0, had
conceived an® investigation of "un-American aetivities” through
which they hoped to achieve the same end.

The Congressmen's information ecame straight from
lartin Dies. He warned his liberal friend te persuade John I.
Lewis to attempt to defeat the resolution ereating the committee.

John Lewis was not persuaded. Within months

0 Angde
Martin Dies «mf good his beest to his colleagus,

The Dies committee formelly commeneed hearings

on August 12, 1938, The first day was spent makimgxax in listen-
John C. Metcalfe,

ing to a Chicage newspapermen,/ho had become a member of the Ger-

man-American Bund and exposed its workings in & long series of

artickes. Metcalfe's testimony, substantially his published

articles touehed up; got the committee hesdlines and a liberal

name,
But Mr. Dies was impetient to get down to his

real business, so on the following morning John P. Frey, reactionmary

leader of the Metel Trades division of the AF of L, took the

stand eand pumped into the record the mest smezing colleetion of

falsehood, distortion and libel Washington eorrespondents had ever

heard. His "testimony” resulted in tremenduous headlines typified

t




by the New York Times for August 14 :"Cemmunists Bule the C.I.0.,
. 2" » {0 ':‘Mw W
Frey of A.F,L. Testifies; He Nemes 284 Organizers”, F"“] also mamed ‘
The press paid little Jamed and the Dies committee

L, q even less when i% tarned outfthat some of the parsens\éamed by
M

—

o ﬁﬁﬁm Frey had no comnection with the C.I.0., ¥HEK The record of the
N Dies committee does not show thet ikmediately deniels and disproofs
were issued from all over the country.

However, there was eritieism of the committee, so
the chairmen felt constrained te inform the press shertly thersafter
that he was the innecent vietim of a smmpeigm " caleulated eampazgn"
of abuse and Z/ngrieated reports®,

Thus was the Dies investigation lsunched.

For the next four months the committee kept itself
in the Natien's headlines through the uninhibited ocutpourings of
an endiless succession o¢f diseredited and disreputable witness,

numerous
z/ including/labor sples, crooks, anti-New Dezl Republican pollthéﬁhs

and at least one insane man, All told the same lurid stery-the
€.1.0. was ereated gnd directed from Moscow; the New Dealx was

a hétbed of communism; liberal Congressmen standing for re-eleeticn
were @Gommunists or "Communist Fronts"; Shiritey-Pempire—-was wr
"GCommunist. fronk”, as Were also the Quekers; youth gropps and
consumer-cocperators were "transmission belts." Even Jews became
Communists to the Dies Committee.

Nothing could stop the comnittee, One of its in ( ;}1 <

N,

vestigators was shown to be an outstanding snti-Semite, & highly- -
paid. labor spy, one of the authors of the campeign of slander

aimed at President Roosevelt in 1936 { while em the payrell of




the Republiecan National Committee) , san employe of a Ukranian'_ qhwéiwég&m

sesari™

Faseist group, and a convieted lareenist. But Dies said it
beeause

wasn't brue,am@ the investigetor, Edward Franeis Sullivan, had

denied i%.

In February 1939 the ecemmittee's life was extended

for a year followinggmpromise} by Dies thet by January 1940 his
ﬁh»ﬁ'*ﬁdﬁ"iﬁ B3

work would be overK'Aéhééﬁn'as'Cengress ad journed and there was
comparatively little ecompetition for headlines the committee
agein began it hearings, this time with a big smear on the Jews,
8 group of whom, it was alleged, pletted the overthrow of the
govermment. For a month beginning inyzignst 1239 the committee
shadoweboxed with several ﬁative faseist groups, always eareful
not to hit hard even at the cost of suppressior of important
informstion. Liberals throughout the land, unaware of the inside
stories of either'the committee or its subjeets of investigatien,
were persuaddd that the committee had at last reformed and was
doing a conseientious job.

But what was aetually heppenipgs

Prominent faseists appeared before the ecemmittee,
pravately and publiely, and testifiedéﬁs that the C.I.0. was
un-Agerican, fommunistie, or revafutionary. Jews in the Federal
government were trying to wreek it. Jews were Communists; commanists
were Jews. Soon the committee ehairmen adopted the praetise of
referring to "Jew-Communists ®* and "Jew-Communist plots”, Im the
exsmination of Henry B, Allen, Silvershirt, Bundbser and Ixixex
repited liason between Nazis in los Angeles and Geld Shirss in

4

Mexico, there are 46 separate and distinct references to "Jew-



M ’L ’

Communists” and on one eccasien Congressmen Dies refered to Jewry W
‘as another "international”™, When Congressman Noah Mason, self-
styled "old stogie" and a committee member, attempted to establish
that Jews were not sabotaging the govermment Dies abruptly con -
cluded the hearings by esiabiixzbinz placing in the offieial reeord
for all time,$kiszzmaziugzstatsmunkzx® following one of the many
references to the semrrilous "Proetoecols of the Elders of Zion",
"That is a question that neither this committee nod any other
eommit tee eén evar seolve with respeet to the Jewish race"/‘ - :
Meanwhile, of cdurse, Allen wes being whitewashed,

Even his epiminal reeord, a matter of public record, was distorted

to meke it look comparatively harmless. un August 2&, after Ajlem

Whitley, former committee counsel whose seeret resignastion is

admitted that he had been arrestedeh "some check charge"™, Rhea ”ﬁwﬁﬁw@
- . eran— ] m

ecurrently one of the big questiens in Washingbon, asked, "Bogud
check or beeause of insufficient funds®” Allen sppreeciated this
kindness and immediately &nswered "Insﬁffieient funds®. When it
was brought out thgt Allen's zkazktnéznznannt was a chrenie

suffereg from "insuffieient funds” Congressman Pies said,"De

you think this is material?® and Congressmen J. Parmell Thomas
replied "I do not think so;”

The truth is that each of the members of the
comitiee had a coﬁy of Allen's eriminal record, showing that he
used at least three aliases, that he was arrested on numerocus
ocearions beginning on May 17, 1810, in lLeos Angeles, gmdx that

he was a forger ( not"insuffieient funds") and had smr¥egx been



committe® %o Foplsom and San Quentin prisons.

This is only one of the most impmr unimportant faets
about fhe witness suppressed by the Dies Commitiee. The others are
those for which the ,ommittee, thus far able to get away with
almost anything, may wet have to answer if reeurrent rumors
heard in Wsshington of a faseisb coalitien to be eomsummated
early this summer are as well founded as they seem to be.

An even more brazen whitewash was that of Ceorge
Deatherage, nasty, pugneacious fuhrer of the Enights 5f the ¥hite
Camelia, who eppeared before the committee on May 23 and 24.
After pretending to be angry with Dies Deatherage settled bsek

and bragged of his mppnsitimnztmxthz enimosity toward Jews and

his friendship for the Europesn fascist leaders. He refused without

even an objection from any member of the committee tc name any
of his asscciates or to show the size and strengbh of his organization
in any way.

Yet Destherage had-snd the kwm= committee knew about
it~ drawn an elaborate plan for faseism in America. In faet, the
committee has a gopy of a chart he prepared in 1937, with great

o
emphasis on military matters, bat not one question was asked about

it.

of 811 the native fascists who have bathed in the:
Dieg committee's imunity, however, not owes it a bigger debt than
the notorious ¥illiam Dudley Pelley. part of unbelieveably filthy
story has recently seeped out through what the committee refers to
as a8 "forged letter plot™ against it. Washinzton observers hope

the whole ¥=mZ® thing will be exposed in court proceedings already

begun against Devid D. Mayne, who has been and is still believed

+a hea a+ asent of both Pellev and Diecs



Briefly, this is what is pubXz known about the Pelley-
Dies relationship.

Until The middle of 193§ Dies kept Pelley pretty well
out of the record saying "we'll egt around to that later".
AfterrDies called General George Van Horn Moseley as a
witmess and they had a fight Pelley began to write little
uncomplementary things about Dies in both his magazine, Liberation,
and in the many pamphlets issued by his large printing establish-
ment, Pelley Publishers, In July 1939 Dies dispatched one of
his agents, Robert B, Barker, to conduct an investigation of
Pelley and his numerous organizatidns. Barker swears that he
spent 90 days on this investigation, but the only result was
a very minute addition to what was known. Until four days
before the committee planned to call Pelley as a witness no
effort was made to apprehend him., Then, on zkex August 19,
Rhea Whiﬁley telegraphed Pelley and asked him to please come
to Washington and accept service of a subpenasthizzrokwitkex
Pelley promptly took the hint and "disappeared", although it

 nth£eems that he was 1in Washington a few days later, at the
House of Representatives Office Building. When Pelley failed
to accept the invidation, Whitley began dispatching special

delivery lejters, none of which reached Pelley.,

1f44 \

.50 a few days later Agent Barker took the stand and

oo R A Y N L A Y N S
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testified about Pelley. Most of Barkers testimony was
already a matter of public record in court records, books,
magazine articles, Who's Who and Pelley's own writings.

Barker did have, however, a 40-page list of Pelley's




v‘fgincludiﬁg Members of Congress and their
secretaries’and official arms of the Nazi government.,
On four different occasions the investigator began to place
this damaging list ( prepared by the Post Office Depart-
mént, not the Dies committee) in the record and on each of the
- four occaslons it did not get in., What that 1ist shows is
st1ll not known, except to the Dies commitiee, and it's not
saying.

No place in Barker's testimony is there even a reference
to the kind of an organization that the 8ilvershirt Legion
a8 ls~ a mlilitary and violent one.No place in the record is

there even a suggestion of the Silvershirt boast that Rresident g&gi;ﬂw

P d
et

Roosevelt wae to be assinated-even though syorn.testtwsny on

s

this was availablef The whole farce was ended, until it began
a11>over again with Pelley's recent, mysterious appearance,

when Rhea Whitley attempted to show that Pelley printed material
obtained from Nazi sources., This neat trifFwas accomplished
at the very end of the hezring of August'29, when Whitley
read a brief excerpt from a copy of Liberation printed on

changes

July 8, 1933, dealing with the @xfZfersrz® 1n merchandizing
methods and practises through the years. This, he concluded

triumphantly, was a duplication of an"article which appeared i’jﬁf

in the Hammer Press, Leipzig, Germany, in 1927." MEEXX e
He didn't point out that 1927 was six full years before
the accession of the Nazi's to power in Germany.

But Congressman Dies evidentally forget that Pelley

had been handled with kid gloves, for on October 28, 1939,



he made a Nationwide radlio attack on President Roosevelt, in
which he said, in part,.that_” a, mailing list of William
Dudley Pelley's Silvershirts was spread upon the record”
by his committee, When Congressman Frank Hook of Michigan

on the floor of the House
on January 23, 1940, demanded/thah the Dies committee

show where in its record this list appears not a member of the
committee said a word.

But the American people never learned these facts and
Dies and his associates found themselves getting stronger and
stronger. As the press built the committiee up more and more
1t got bolder and bolder. Throughout its hearings it had
sniped at all the large liberal groups in the country. It
had called occasional witnesses who were énxious to voice
their opinions that the C,I.0. was dominated by foreign
agents even if they could produce no proof. It had never,
however, made any effort to obtain information from these
‘organizations until suddenly, on Spetember . 1939,
agents of tﬂé commlittee swooped down on the offices of the
American League for Peace and Demoxmeracy in Chicago and,
over the objections of thkex league officlals, séized the
records illegally. This procedure was almost duplicated in
Washington on Spetember 28 when Agent Barker conducted a
similar raid on the leagues offices there, After repeated
public attacke on the league, and without afifording the
league a chance to answer its cerities, the committee
dramaticly published a list it describes as membership

and mailing liste on October 25,4



Immeadiaely, from many sources, from government clerks
and President Rooseveit, came severe criticims of this action.
The committee's defense was that the league was a Communist
front organization- a charge the league had repeatedly denied-
and had not the committee demanded §§a§h§§§ members of the
league who were gtvernment employees that they resign?

The league demanded that Dies waive his Congressional
immunity so they could sue him, but Dies declined.

The committee has not yet explained how several prominent
officials of the Nationak%Labor Relationg Board, men who had

an

never had any connection with the league who were never on

any of its lists, happened to be included in the 1ist released- o

B

also priveleged-to the newspapers. Nor has any -explanation ' j%gﬁg’ﬂ

been given of the information that was added to the list

by the committee, information about the salary and employment

of those listed.. This document imwmediately assumed the pro-

portions of a blacklist, Many government employeees feared
and some efforts were made in this direction.

that they would lose their jobs, Bome ober-zealous persons

malled coples to government officials outside of Washington.

Typlecal of the suffering cause by this action was the case

of a school teacher who had never had any connection with the é?ww
Qy
league. Parents of some of her students, after reading her. ;; » i
N%
name in the paper with Dies "communi&t" charges, threateﬁed F‘j B

to withdraw their cbildrenﬁ;FGM'the SChOOl unless the distressed

P
fxmw’”“‘

teacher resigned. ’fﬁ&s was only one of the meny mistakes on the

1ist, Newsbaper letter columni)asﬁrvolume 10 of the committee's
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own record and the Congressional Record are full of letters

from persons whose first knowledge of any relationship with
the league came from the publication of this list.,

While all this kept the headline writers busy Dies
was quietly preparing another sensation, |

From the beginning of his investigation, Diles pet
hate has been the National Maritime Union, With almost every
series of hearings came new charges against the union, but
1t was never convenient for the committee to allow its
leaders to testify or té accept their protests and denials
for the record. In the summer of 1939 the NME went out on :
strike against the 8tandard 01l Co. and other tanker »

X
operators .X¥

D388 v iis kpichs koatudnaxthexedkxf kekds zandzt e zoor ks ZzRExz

Eranmenkzand FPeorbhxaxitkar
Almost immediately there were repeated attacks on members of

the union and ite picket lines in Congressman Dles disirict
( perhaps is is onlg‘g‘zésscidence that Dies district includes
rTarge oil properties'andwﬂhe ports pf Beaumont and Port ’

“2¢ the unions call them,

Arthur ). Leade® of the goon ¥

was an ex-Communist and a dgunkard William C. McCuistion, : 2 \

McCuistion and his -sa®, which included one known dope flend, \
repeatedl%eat union members into unconsciousness with blackj]acks, )
chains and pipes, On more than'one occasion the strikgrs were

shot. All this violeifi% §Z£§°€é"“§ head on /O;f%%?«*m //i ’?/??Jﬁith

the murder of Philip Carey, union leader, in New Orleans., The

union went to the Department of Justice for help. On Thursday,
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ff ,
August 3, a speeial investigatoryf%as detailed to mxzkm these
Gulf ports. On September 27, 1939, J. Edgar Hoover informed
the union there were no grounds for Pederal intervention.
Meanwhlle, with the breaking out of the war in EBEurope
the seamen attempted to get war-risk insurance and labor strife

was immlinent,

Joe Curran, NMU president, had for a long time demanded AAsAE

to be heard, He was flnally called as a wltness on Séturday
October 28 ( Congressional committees do not ordinarily sit %\
on Baturdays). Curran was not allowed to proceed to answer
accusations made by previous witnesses, and every time he

attempted to do more than answer leading questlons Dies

banged the gavel, When Curran persisted, Dies drwme drowned
out his voice by banging the gavel, and when that falled to
stop the unlon leader he was finally threatened with

contempt proceedings. To make certain that the press paid

1ittle heed to Curran Dies made his spectactlar attack on
President Roosevelt {Lat night. |

On the following Monday morning McCulstion took the stand.

For'four'days he poured out a lurid story of! ;assian dictator-

ghip in the maritime unions, identified most the union
leaders as Communists, and climaxed his amazing performance
by saying that "Communist Party gunmen" were going to kill
ham, or at least so he had heard. The commlittee, of course,
took this all seriously. Ever since that day MeCuistion has
been in Washington, spending his time between the committee's

office and a motorious dive,
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However, when ikzwasziezrmedzihaix¥Mz the Department of
Justice learned that McCuistion was in Washington it informed
the Distriect of Columbia Police that he was wanted by the
New Orleans police for murder. Immedistely this became the
signal for am a typical Dies blast. He informed the press
that this was "intlmidation", awdx"persecution” and a
"frame up". All this got bammer headline play in the press,
Dies kept it that way by repeated spectacular charges and
statements, On November 1 hezamremmnred the Washington Star
carried the following 8~-column headline on the front page:
"Dies to probe M'Cuistion Case in Person',.

A few days later Dles asksd said he was golng to ask the
House for an additional $100,000.

On November 9th, the committee, or at least Dies
sitting as a committee of one,toock testimony in secret sesslon
in New Orleans. Robert Str%rling, comnittee secretary Q'he . 4
had been an elevator operator hefore Dies madevhim administrative
head of the committee ) informed the Washington Times-~Hearld
that Mc Cuistion was a Department of Dustice "spy" and the
murdered Carey had been his assistant! The story seems to have
appeared in only oné edition of the paper, and no other paper,
apparently, carried it.

Then Dies let the whole thing drop, except for sending
the committee's counsel to defend McCuistion when the New
Orleans police attempted to extradite him, to stand trial for
the murder of Carey. Exactly why Dies kmkxkk® dropped his

"personal® investigation is not clear, but it didn't take him
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long to find other unions to"investigate," and he didn't
take any of the other six committee members with him.

On November 17 he arrived in Chicagoe and announced to
the press,'There will be hundreds of Z indictments-and
convictions~ of persons who have violated the laws of this
counkry in spreading subversive propéganda". The "mishandling
of union funds" was another charge on which he said there
would be indictments,

Outside of Chicago this made only the usual headlines
into which "Dies" fits so easily. But in Chicago it was even
bigger news, for on November 21 the Zrhx packinghouse workers:
nrirvmx were to vote in a National'Labor Relations election. §Q?¥?§Bdﬁ
For months there had been negotiations with the meat paekerg* |
and several times a ﬁatiohwide strike in thés industry seemed
imminent on more than one occasion, A

On the same day Dies "personal aide", John C. Metcalfe,
t0ld the Chicago D.A.R. that the investigation was to expose
"red" activities in the union,

 The next déyjsecret hearings were held, but the news
leaked out to fhe strike-bound Hearst Herald-American that

i} ’
thousands of dollars of union money had bheen diverted to

W\
other uses; that the union's constitution had been " drawn

up at a Communist meeting" ;that two Communists could "tie

up the nation's meat-packing industry merely by sending
telegrams”; that the union'’s mail "was delivered first to

Communist headgquarters and only such as was deemed proper

for PWOC consumption was allowed to pass on to PWOC members



Insert on page 14

Without waiting for the NLRB election Dles made a flying
trip to Pittsburgh, where the Steel Workers Organiiing Committee
was negotiating contracts with some of the major steel corpor-
ations. A strike was a posibility at the time Dies arrived.
For the special benefit of Pittsburghers Dies varied
his wording slightly. He aaid that he was convinced that
"foreign agents" would resort to "'sabotage, espionage, and
labor strike” in that area in an effort to block shipments ﬁ%%'%:>
of arms and supplies tonmthe Allied armies. fiéiL%W:Q%‘
"This is one of the worst spots in the Zountry," he Z;gﬁ%ﬁw s

N o
exclaimed. "I am convinced that Communists hold some key (P dy s

positions in labor unions here. Both Communists and Nazis
have installed agents in- jobs in key industries.”
Yet the committee's report fails to mention the SWOC,
and, although it does include one of the'largest unions in
the Pittsburgh area, the United Radio, Electrieal and Machine
Workers of America; two members of the committee tqok the
well of the Héuse of Representatives of January 23; 1940,
and publicly apologized for the accusations against'this union,
which they said were false,

The next day Dies was in Detroit. Here he told the press
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or officers not holding red cards",
The testimony about the misuse of funds seems to have cme
gf from a former union offiecial who had bgen expelled from
' the union for miéhandling its funds. No{ffestimony was taken
about or from mzmkersxof any union save the Packinghouse |
Workers Organizing Committee.
Nonetheless, the PWOC two days later won the election,
Herbert March, head of the union, on October 20, was
informed by the president of one of the sameller meat-packing
concerns &n Chicago, that Dies had been"invited" to investigate
March and his assistant, Henry Johnson, by " a group of
pbominent citizens", These"prominent citizens", thexemrperak
March says, were the Chicago Association of Commerce. Three
officers of this assocliation, March points out, are officers §
of meat packing corporations. tkgﬂﬁg@‘z

Ehaxaxhaxgzkaxnxnmzia&zxzmanzx

i
; i
o A f Muge?” i

Mr. Dies indictments have not been handed down since his i
visit to Chicago, and the rest of the charges against the union
can best be judged by the fact that none of %k them appear

in the committee's report.Neither does the committee list the
FROC as one of the unions it found "communistddominated",
mdltiug For—tire
Ln;p;La_Datra&%—wherewneﬂ—ﬁhemtwvuL;uth, e otdedin it

that Communist and Nazi agents in Detroit had stolen conffidehtial

military information and fled the country. In Detroit, Dies

ol Wé{ L
gsaid, he wae going to interview 10 secret informants, "four (a‘

Or five of them are also members of labor unions".
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While Dies wag interviewed by the press the United Auto-

Workers Union was on strike against the Chrysler Corporation,

thexskrikezreguttingzfrenxthexfatiiaxex oRzhoXAX pETELIZEX bR ZE GRS

bRzRxzRDRLXERS and immediately before Dies arrival in
Detroit it looked as though the union was going to win,
The committee’s report does not mention the UAW, améx

nz nor is there any reference to the thefts of military
Before leaving Detroit Dies

information by "fopeign agents”,
gnnounced that 3,500 persons in that Zrmm city were membe rs
_of subversive organizations controlled by foreign powers.
He would, he said, return about December 1 for a two~-weeks
hearing by the full committee. To date such hearings have
not been held, and the sechedule of committee activity Just
announced does not include them.

These are only & few of the cases where Dles or his
colleagues intervened in legitimate union affairs through
the exercise of powers and immunities they posses through
their committee positions. However, committee members ned
not appear personally to have an effect on trade union,., They
are constantly quoted against unions. The case of the
Farm Equipment Workers Organizing Committee and the Inter
national Harvester Co, 1llustrated this,

A Hational Labor Relations Boardszikxzzixexbangaﬁhingz
election was held iat the Richmend works of the International
Harvester Co. on December 20, 1939, a month after Dies visit

to Chicago. The day before the election there appeared in the

Richmond "Palladium-Item" a paid advertisement signed by



the "Committee for Labor Independence IHGC"., This ad quotes
the accounts of the anti-CIO testimony taken by Dies in
Chicago and then proceeds to say khaxzikhez s in effeect,

that a vote for the FEWOC is a vote for ZFommunism. The
"Palladium-Iten”, accomodatingly enough, ran & news story

on the ad under the headline "Communism Issue Raised in
I.H.C.Vote". The story then refers to the statements in the
ad, based on Dies "Testimony"”, that the chairman of the
FEWOC and other leaders are Communists, For some unaccountable
reason both the ad and the story failed to quote the earlier
statement of Metcalfe to the ladies of the D.A.R., that the
Chicago investigation would be devoted, in part, to "red"

activity in the farm equipment industry.



