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20 Years Later: New War Clouds 
By Drew Pearson 

Twenty years ago today, 
the great German army be 
gan to surrender. Its mecha 
nized might had ridden rough 
shod over Po-
land, Belgium, 
Holland,  
France like a 
giant bull-
dozer pushing 
through shan-
ty town. It 
had spread out 
over the plains 
of Russia, 
rippled south 
as far as Stal- Pearson 
ingrad, engulfed the Balkans, 
and crossed the Mediter-
ranean to fan out over the 
deserts of North Africa. 

But on May 4, 1945, Ger-
man soldiers, knowing the end 
was a matter of hours, began 
to lay down their rifles. At 
the River Elbe, Russian and 
American troops had met, 
'shaken hands, drunk a toast 
for peace. A war which for 
Europe had begun almost six 
years before was over. 

On that day, 20 years ago, 
I was in San Francisco, along 
with many other newsmen, 
watching the leaders of the 
Allied world build an edifice 
for peace. On the whole they 
built well. One foundation 
stone of their building was dis-
cussion—the vital importance 
of bringing two quarreling 
nations before an assembly of 
peace and requiring them to 
thresh o•ut their differences  

in public before their critical 
fellow United Nations repre-
sentatives. 

Secretary of State Dean 
Rusk, ordinarily a thoughtful, 
common-sense diplomat, has 
d i s co u r aged congressional 
riticism of the Administra-
on's war policies. He accuses 
is critics of "gullibility," 
nonsense," and "stubborn dis-
gard of plain facts." Presi- 
nt 	in his latest 

press conference, did not 
agree. He said it was unfair to 
label all critics as appeasers 
and to discourage "honest, 
forthright discussion." 

LBJ Is Right 
I agree with President John-

son. Not only was the United 
Nations founded for the pur-
pose of free and open discus-
sion, but the Constitution of 
the United States requires 
that a declaration of war must 
be debated and voted by Con-
gress. 

In most previous threats of 
war, Americans had no oppor-
tunity to look down the track, 
see the locomotive of war 
bearing down on them in time 
to avoid collision. 

In Korea, the attack oc 
curred overnight. At Pear 
Harbor the American people 
woke up on a Sunday morning 
to find their fleet sunk. True, 
events leading up to those 
tragedies, especially Pearl 
Harbor, gave indication that 
war was coming. 

But in the current crisis in  

Viet-Nam, this so -c al le d 
"brush-fire" or isolated war 
has dragged on for 18 years. 
We have had time to diagnose 
it, a n a 1 y z e it, determine 
whether we. want it to drift 
into world war. 

This drift is' dangerous. 
Never in the 20 years since the 
German army began sur-
rendering has there been 
such a danger of war, such 
dire need to head off world 
war. 

In the Middle East, Pakis-
tan and India are engaged in 
minor skirmishes which could 
become major war—with both 
sides using American weapons. 
The United States has poured 
around $4 million in weapons 
and aid into Pakistan, even 
though we knew she had de-
signs on her neighbor. More 
recently we have poured less-
er amounts in arms. into the 
arsenals of her neighbor. 

ood of U.S. Arms 
In the Dominican Republic, 

wo revolutionary groups are 
firing at each other with so 
many American arms that the 
U.S. Government which fur-
nished those arms has had to 
send U.S Marines to rescue 
its citizens. For years under 
dictator Trujillo we poured 
arms into the Dominican 

epublic. 
On the island of Cyprus, 

two of our allies, Greece and 
Turkey, have been at each 
other's throats, again with 
both sides using American  

arms. American jet fighters, 
given to the Turks, have flown 
over Cyprus, strafing Greek 
Cypriots below. 

In Viet-Nam, we have armed 
all a the South and, indi-
rectly, part of the North. 

Yet the arms race and the 
alliance between big defense 
contractors and the big mili-
tary, which President Eisen-
hower warned against, goes 
on; with President Johnson 
recently appointing Adm. Wil-
liam Raborn, vice president of 
the giant Aerojet defense com-
plex to be the Administra-
tion's eyes and ears as head 
of Central Intelligence. 

Last week, the State Depart-
ment gave a secret OK to two 
other arms shipments—one to 
Jordan on the border of Is 
rael, the other to Saudi Ara 
bia far $200 million worth of  
supersonic fighters and a 
aircraft missiles. The frame 
tions have been very seer 
and not supposed to be know 
but, despite Dean Rusk's o• 
jection to criticism, I thin 
the public has a right to kno 
about them. These are arm 
which later might help to pr 
cipitate war. 

Arms are not the only rea-
son why war threatens in var-
ious parts of the world today. 
There are other reasons—vi-
tal, difficult reasons, as will 
be reported in future columns 
on the 20th anniversary of the 
ending of World War II in 
Europe. 
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