The Washington Merry=-Go~Round

Washington and New York
City before he. got grudging
American approval.

This wasn’t the first time
that Hourani had encountered
senmt a seeret State ) Department ti-miw-iit.y.
missary to|Early in the Kennedy adminis-
.|tration, he came to Washing-
ton to invite Peace Corps vol-
unteers ¢o Tunisia.

The late President Kennedy
sent him to see Bibb Haddad,
i,jthen deputy director of the
Peace Corps. Haddad immedi-
ately warned: “You must un-
derstand that the personnel
we send you comes out of the
computer. We could send all
Jews or no Jews at all.”

For an Arab leader to sug-| §“That’s no problem for us,”
gest coming to terms with|meplied Hourani, After he had
Israel is considered heresy |
by many Arabs, and Bourguyi-f
ba’s bold proposal has caused |?
an uproar in the Arab world

The Tunisian president

By Drew Pearson

Before Tunisia’s President
Bourguiba issued his startling
call for a peaceful seftlement
of Arab-Israeli differen‘ces, he

Iy €xpiloring
the f$dea with
Washington of-

Pearson

ficials,

grrangement. Peace Corps Di-
wanted outside support, specif-ector Sargent Shriver, back-
lcally from the United States,[#pg up Haddad, refused to
before springing his surprise end only non-Jewish volun-
proposal. This was the reason [§eers to any Arab country.

for Hourani’s secret mission. |§ In the showdown, the State

. Seemingly, it shouldn’t have |Pepartment lost. Peace Corps
taken two months for him to|§olunteers, many of them Jew-
gersnade American policymak-|jh, went not only to Tunisia
S that an Amab peace over- ut t0 several other Arab na-
fire to Israel was a good idea. |8
But the State Department was
% luctant to approve any policy
ghat might rile other Arab
Teaders.

Thus Hourani had consider-
able difficulty bersuading the
State Department. He held a Viet-Nam . bombing proposal
round of secret meetings in
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gnarled and earthy Sen.
George Aiken of Vermont.
Aiken has just succeeded in
getting his friend Charles
Ross, another Vermont Re-
publican, reappointed to the
Federal Power Commission
after nine months hesitation
by the President. Ross was
bucked by the big oil-gas com-
panies who used to be LBJs
biggest backers for the Senate.
“I told Charley Ross, ‘Now
you know how a girl feels,
who had to wait nine months,’”
Sen. Aiken told friends.
“I've been waiting for Lyn-
don to send me a directive to
bake over the war in Viet-
Nam,” he continued, “I'd con-
sider it my patriotic duty to
accept. The present policy is
very simple. We can win the
war all right if we want to kil

51200 million Chinese.

“Of course, our own casual-
ties might be 160 million. We’d
have less than 40 million left
to bury the dead. .

“Secretary MceNamara was
most unfair to Madison Ave-
nue,” Aiken continued, ribbing
the Secretary of Defense re.
garding the publicity buildup
for his recent press confer-
ence, “There was nothing on
television the day before ex-
cept -notices dhat he would

hold a press conference next
Hday. The TV eommercials were

as that ever since we ‘began
bombing North Viet-Nam the
Communists have been coming
own in droves.”

The Reluctant Dragons at State

USA aund the Juntas

The United States has part-§
ly itself to blame for the tur- §
moil in the Dominican Re-

public. In the first place we °
sent so many arms to that

country during the days of
Dictator Trujillo that it has,
enough weapons to arm revolu-

Second, the Johnson Admin- |,
istration recognized the mili-
tary junta that d¢hrew out :
President Bosch three weeksé
atfer LBJ took office. Bosch
was the first Dominican presi- ;
dent elected in 32 years, and °
when he was overthrown on :
Sept. 25, 1963, the Kennedy :
Administration let it be known o
that it.would wait a long, long &
time before recognizing the
military regime that ousted
him. ;
Without recognition the new
regime could not exist, and 4
there was praise all over Latin 3
‘America for Kennedy’s stand
in favor of democracy, 3
One of Mr. Johnson’s first &
acts was to appoint his old
Texas friend, Ambassador Tom -
Mann, as Assistant Secretary
of State for Latin Ameriea, i3
and one of Tom’s first acts was - §
to recognize the Dominican B
military junta. ‘ .
So it was only a matter of |
time before the legitimately |
elected regime of- President-,
Bosch revolted to put him
back. %
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