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The basi¢c reason Washing-|
ton plans to go ahead with i,ts;
coniributions is that Admin- f

istration strategists consider
the U.N. system important to
U.S. foreign policy interests.
A feeble United Nations, they
say, is just what the Com-
munists want.
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U.S. Wanis Bigger Say

At the same {ime, hhve,
United States wants a bigger
say.in how the taxes voted
by the General Assembly are
‘|spent—and this, too, regard-
less of whether the backslid-
ers pay up.

That’s because tle General
Assembly, now up to 115 mem-
bers with new African states,
can muster a two-thirds vot-
ing majority from small na-|
tions contributing less than
5 per cent of the U.N. budget
—and thus make commit-
‘ments binding on large pow-
ers like the United States,
which foots 32 per cent or
more of the bill.

Money to finance the basic
U.N. budget cores from an.
nual ‘assessments set accord-
ing to ‘each member’s ability
to. pay. Separate assessments
are levied for such special
projects as peacekeeping.

Article 19 of the U.N. Chart-
er states ‘that any member
owing more than the equival—!
ent of two years’ assessments’
shall have no vote in the|
General Assembly. |
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