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THERE IS NO doubt’
something weird, and to
many something disconcert-

ing, in the quietness, which:

looks like pas:
sivity, of the
Johnson for-
eign policy.
There is a
notion in the
air that he
does mnot
know or care
about foreign
affairs and
that this is
why hLe re-
frains from striking pro-
nouncements and urgent in-
tervention in Europe, why
also he refrains from trying
to settle thé affairs of Asia
by eonfrontation to the point
of war with North Viet-Nam
and Red China. The feeling
which this restramt pro-
ducés is not unlike the si-
lencé affer a long and loud
and deafening noise.

But as a matter of fact
much has been happen-
ing in our foreign’ policy,
and this is already visible
in EBurcope. The President’s
decision . during the au-
tumn'to relax the pressure
for our proposal to create
a multilateral nuclear
* force was aquietly done.
But -it was a farreaching
decision. If it did not
mean the end, it certainly
foreshadowed the end of
our - postwar attitude to-
wards the affairs of the Eu-
.ropean continent. During
the -years. immediately af-
ter the war when Wesbtern
Europe was defenseless
and prostrate, there had
béén. constructed an ideo-
logical framework for the
Marshall Plan and NATO. In
this ideological framework
the .image of the United
States was ‘that of the
profector, -the preserver,
the guide and the leader
of Europe.

THIS IMAGE has become
completely out-of-date. It
does not reflect the re-
covery.-of Western Europe
or the detente in the Cold
War = which bhas existed
since the Test Ban Treaty.
But this notion of our Eu-
ropean role is still part of
the mental furniture of a
very large number of

- Lippmanin

‘mote

Americans who now feel
angry or frustratéd. They
feél  “defedted’ because
our Eurtpean alliés do not
danice 16 the tuné which
the piper whom we used
to pay used to pliy. In
their view, if @ Presidenit

Johnson - did  what he
ought to- do, hée 'would
make them resume the
dance.

I count it an event of
high policy to have recog-
nized that this extravagant
concern with. Eurepean af-
fairs  will not work .any
longer, and does .in- fact
act as a boomerang.

Not many péople ifi this
couniry realize How deeply
and intimately we ‘in-
volved ourselves in post-
war Eiiropéan affa1rs
That 15 why so many
Americans do not appre-
ciate the extént of anti-
Americanism in Europe.
Theére i§ a clandestuie His-
tory which will #ic doubt
someday be erJtten about
our intervéntions in Eu-
ropean domesti¢’ affalrs it
is enough to say now that,
though our motives weére
high &and the ecause was
good, once this meéddiing

wds no longer indispens-’

able to the salvation of Eu-
rope, it became m'tolerable
to Europeans.

~AN ESPECIALLY an-
noying part of ot supér-
mtendmg of - Etirdpe was
our playing ‘of favorites

aniong our European al-_

lies. The special relatmn-
ship with the British Wwas,
of course, an old oie and
is, I ‘behev'e, endiiring. But
when, in our postwar zeal,
we  translated it  into
American pressite to pro-
British - entry into
the Common Market, we in-
vited and we got General
de Gaulle’s resounding re-
buff.

Even more mlschlevous

" has beent the postwar spe-

cial vrelationship with
Adenauer’s Germany. In
the 1950¢ thé old Chaitel-
lor was elevated by the
State Departmernt to the
rolé of principal European
adviser. This official defer-
ence to his prejudices
résulted, I believe, in hard-
ening the d1v151on of Ger-

niany and of Europe, and’

of postponing the move-
ment  towards reunifica-

" tion which has at long iast

begun to get under. way.
Our European policy
has now been adjusted to

the evolution of European -

affairs: Instead of trying
to run Europé, or “lead’
it; we are allowing the Eu-
ropeé.ns who are fu]ly ré-
covered from the war, to
soirt out their owh . rela-
tibns with ofie atnothef. Iii-
stéad of deepetiitig the di-
vision of Europe, as we
did in the years undér Dr.
Adenauer’s dominatioh of
the State Depacrtment we
are eéncouraging and as
sisting that’ draw1ng
togéther of the European
peoples—of Europe “from
the Atlazn’ac to the Urals”
—which i$ the hope of the
futiire.
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AS COMPARED WITH

Europe,
Asia is far more threaten-
ing and far less promising.
Though it should be possi-
ble to postpone and then
to avoid a mortal eonfron-
tation. with Red. China,
there is a possibility of it
which we must always
reckon with. I do not be-

the situation in :

lieve we can avoid a con- ’

frontation by precipitating
it. And as long as we afe
entangled on thié niainland
of ‘Asia, a confrontatlon
with China would * take
place under the iost infav-
ordble conditions. for the
Utited Statés.  For we
should have to choose be-
tweeh, on the one hand a
wanton massacré of Chi-
nese by nucléar Weapons
and, on the other hand,
fighting a war on the
Asian  continent - against
the Chinese masses.

In my view,
power in the Pacific,
which  is wunequaled ' and
unquestioned, i§ dithinighed
because we have become
entrapped in a land Wwar.
Our true interest, then, is
to mnegotiate a settlement
which releases us from the
trap and frees wus, as the
paramount power on the
sea and in the air through-
out the Pacific, to work
towards a general settle-

‘meént in Asia.
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