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Landon Hails Thant's Stipp 

Associated Press 

ALFRED M. LANDON 
. . . urges China talks 

By Sterling Seagrave 
Staff Reporter 

Former Kansas Gov. All 
Landon, the Republican presi-
dential candidate in 1936, said 
yesterday he was "very 
pleased" that United Nations 
Secretary General U Thant 
had picked up his call for a 
disarmament "dialogue" 
among the world's nuclear 
powers, Red China included. 

The United States has been 
"too negative" in its attitude 
toward sitting down with Red 
China on nuclear disarma-
ment, Landon said, and the 
time has come for "an affir-
mative — and a firm — ap-
proach." 

U.S. officials were not to 
pleased by Thant's proposal. 
They said that there are 
enough present channels for 
China to use if it is "in good 
faith" about nuclear disarma- 

ment, The long-standing chan-
nel of diplomatic meetings in 
Warsaw was one possibility 
mentioned. 

Thant's endorsement of the 
"dialogue," Landon said in a 
telephone interview from To-
peka, Kan., "is just the push 
the idea needs. We have to 
meet them half-way." 
Proposes Talks in 1965 

Thant suggested Thursday 
at such a "dialogue" take 

lace some time in 1965, and 
xhibited a clipping of a 
peech Landon had made 
ednesday in Columbus, Ohio, 

proposing a disarmament sum-
mit among the United States, 
Soviet Union, Britain, France 
and Communist China. 

In the speech, Landon re-
f .rred to Mao Tze-tung'scall 

r a-  disarmament summit. 
"This proposal," Landon said 

`is more of interest and signif-
ance than the bomb itself, 
ecause of Mao's previous bel-
igerent position—the size of 
hina—her natural resources 
the political place it oecu-
es with the non-aligned ooun- 

He said he completely dis-
tries of Asia and Africa." 
agreed with a statement by 
Sen. Jahn 0. Pastore (D-R.I.) 
that Mao should not be given 
the initiative in such a confer-
ence. 

Discussions First 
"Who cares about initia-

'ye?" Landon said. "We 
hould be alert to any opening 
r a realistic discussion ..." 
"Mao has probably not sud-

denly changed from his Geng-
his Khan role to that of a 
great humanitarian leader -
unless it fits his policies . . . 
but it could-  be that he has. 
China is showing the same in-
ternal strain as Russia and 
other Communist countries in 
the failure of the Mandan 
p inciples to work. 

"Mao's proposal would re-
eve China of the financial 

mburden and staggering cost 
of building real nuclear power 
nd the effective means of 

ort of A-Talks 
livering it. It would also be 
e best way of getting into 
e world markets China 

eeds, and laying the ground 
or mending Mao's relations 
ith other peoples and gov-
rnments he badly needs . . ." 
"There is no doubt in my 
ind," Landon said, "of the 
trinsic value of Mao's pro-
sal . . . If Mao's proposal 

i simply a change in tactics, 
e quicker that is known, the 

etter it will be for all the 
eoples of the world." 


