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O

H
R

 
C

hurchill w
as alarm

ed 
4
 
•
 
•
 

F 
H

ow
 C

hurchill K
ept L

id on A
 B

om
b 

R
e N

early Jailed
 B

oh
r in

 1944 

(A
P

) co
n
v
in

ced
 th

at th
e 

L
O

N
D

O
N

; S
ept. 24 

T
h
e
 la

te
 D

a
n
ish

 n
u
c
le

a
r 

p
h
y
sicist, N

iels B
o
h
r, tried

 
to

 g
e
t P

rim
e
 M

in
is

te
r 

W
in

sto
n
 C

h
u
rch

ill to
 tell 

th
e
 R

u
ssia

n
s a

b
o
u
t th

e
 

ato
m

 b
o
m

b
 in

 1
9
4
4
, an

d
 

C
h
u
rch

ill 'co
n
S

id
ered

 h
av

-
ing him

 confined. 
T

h
is is to

ld
 b

y
 M

arg
aret 

G
ow

ing in
 a

 book, "B
ritain 

arid ' A
tom

ic E
nergy, 1935-

4
5
," p

u
b
lish

ed
 to

d
ay

. It is 
th

e first in
stallm

en
t o

f th
e 

o
ffic

ia
l h

is
to

ry
 o

f th
e
 

U
n
ited

 K
in

g
d
o
m

 ato
m

ic 
energy project. 

M
rs. G

o
w

in
g
, th

e arch
i-

v
ist a

n
d
 h

isto
ria

n
 o

f th
e
 

A
to

m
ic E

n
erg

y
 A

u
th

o
rity

, 
w

rites th
at B

o
h
r, a p

io
n
eer 

fig
u
re

 in
 th

e
 h

isto
ry

 o
f 

n
u
clear p

h
y
sics, b

ecam
e 

R
ussians 

sh
o
u
ld

 b
e
 to

ld
 w

h
a
t w

a
s 

g
o
in

g
 o

n
 in

 th
e w

o
rld

 o
f 

th
e ato

m
ic b

o
m

b
 so

 th
ey

 
c
o
u
ld

 b
e
 b

ro
u
g
h
t in

to
 a

 
s.y

 ste
m

 o
f in

te
rn

a
tio

n
a
l 

control. 
T

alks to C
hurchill 

In 1944 he saw
 C

hurchill. 
T

he book 
says S

ir W
inston 

retain
ed

 "a v
ery

 d
isag

ree-
ab

le -m
em

o
ry

 o
f th

e in
ter-

view
." 

B
o
h
r said

 th
ey

 "d
id

 n
o
t 

speak the sam
e language."' 

C
h
u
rch

ill p
u
t h

is d
o
u
b
ts 

to
 L

o
rd

 C
h
e
rw

e
ll, h

is 
scientific adviser: 

"P
ro

fe
sso

r B
o
h
r . is in

 
clo

se co
rresp

o
n
d
en

ce w
ith

 
a R

u
ssian

 p
ro

fesso
r, an

 o
ld

 
frien

d
 o

f h
is in

 R
u
ssia. It 

seem
s to m

e, B
ohr ought to 

b
e co

n
fin

ed
 o

r at an
y
 rate 

m
ad

e to
 see h

e is v
ery

 n
ear  

the edge. of m
ortal crim

es," 
th

e to
o
k
-q

u
o
tes C

h
u
rch

ill 
'as saying. 
M

atter D
ropped 

C
h
e
rw

e
ll a

n
d
 o

th
e
r 

scien
tists cam

e to
 B

o
h
r's 

d
e
fe

n
se

, sa
y
in

g
 'h

e
 h

a
d
 

d
o
n
e n

o
th

in
g
 im

p
ro

p
er an

d
 

his letters' had been' agreed 
u
p
o
n
 b

y
 B

ritis
h
 in

te
l-

lig
e
n
c
e
. T

h
e
 m

a
tte

r w
a
s 

dropped. 
B

o
h
r h

ad
 escap

ed
 fro

m
 

N
azi-o

ccu
p
ied

 D
en

m
ark

 to
 

E
n
g
lan

d
 in

 O
cto

b
er 1

9
4
3
. 

H
e d

ied
 in

 1
9
6
2
 at th

e ag
e 

of 77. 
M

rs. G
o
w

in
g
 also

 say
s 

that the B
ritish governm

ent 
w

as the first governm
ent in 

th
e
 w

o
rld

 to
 b

e
 to

ld
 b

y
 

sc
ie

n
tists th

a
t a

n
 a

to
m

ic
 

bom
b w

as possible. 
S

h
e
 re

p
o
rts th

a
t in

 th
e
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rin

g
 o

f 1
9
4
0
 tw

o
 refu

g
ee 

s
c
ie

n
tis

ts
, P

ro
f. O

tto
 

F
risch

, n
o
w

 at C
am

b
rid

g
e, 

an
d
 P

ro
f. R

u
d
o
lf P

eierls, 
n
o
w

 .at O
x
fo

rd
, d

rew
 u

p
 a 

m
em

o
ran

d
u
m

 at B
irm

in
g
-

h
a
m

 , U
n
iv

e
rsity

 th
a
t a

n
 

ato
m

' b
o
m

b
 w

as feasib
le 

an
d
 in

d
icated

 h
o
w

 it co
u
ld

 
b
e b

u
ilt. F

risch
 w

as 3
5
 at 

the tim
e and P

eierls, 32. 
O

u
t o

f th
e m

em
o
ran

d
u
m

 
e a m

.e t h
 e g

o
v
ern

m
en

t's 
M

au_
 d

 C
o
m

m
ittee, h

ead
ed

 
b
y
 S

ir Ja
m

e
s T

h
o
m

so
n
, 

w
hich in '1940-41 did exten-

s
iv

e
 re

s
e
a
rc

h
 in

to
 th

e
 

problem
s of construction of 

the bom
b. 

A
fter th

e U
n
ited

 S
tates 

en
tered

 th
e w

ar, th
e w

o
rk

 
o
n
 th

e
 b

o
m

b
 m

o
v
e
d
 to

 
A

m
erica. 


