ef Hoover
Revealed

Communist Chiefs’
Drive Mapped at

Washington Parley

By KENT HUNTER.

“The Attorney-General last
Sz ring saw fit to direct that the
F. B. I. make an exriensive sur-
vey of conditions in that (Flor-
ida) area and find out why it
was that some of the most vic~
ious hoodlums in the country
could proceed there and. operate
with. such complete immunity
and without interference from
the authorities””—Statement of-
J.|Edgar Hoover before House
Committee on Appropriations
Jan. 5, 1940.
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Almost simultaneously, from at
least half a dozen sources, a “smear
Hoover” movement has sprung up.
It is aimed at J. Edgar Hoover,
head of the Federal Bureau of In-
vestigation. ) .
Indications plainly are that this
“smear” movement is Communis-
tic, [in part, at least, if not actutal-
ly of Communist origin. i
the past week Mr. Hoover'
has| been subjected to vicious at-
tack, to ridicule, and to political
opposition from:
THE DAILY WORKER, official
daily paper of the Communist
party of the United States.
THE NEW MASSES, Commu-
nist weekly magazine.
THE NEW REPUBLIC, radical
weekly magazine,
HE NATION, “Liberal” week-
1y Fagazine.

0¥61 *1 HOMVIN ‘AVARLA

SENATOR GEORGE W. NOR-
RIS, of Nebraska: ]
REPRESENTATIVE "VITO

Co;aztinued on Page 11, Column 1.
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.w Men Sent
To Florida by
Justice Head

Attacks on Their Activities Likened
to Effort to Discredit Dies Probe

By KENT HUNTER.
Continued from First Page.
MARCANTONIO, of New York. ®
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A newspaperman, in addition, . '
stepped in with a series of articles
lampooning J. Edgar Hoover, with
“his presence in Florida, enjoying
the sea breezes in Miami Beach”
while “hundreds of bank robbery
and treason cases are unassigned.”

Likened to Attacks
On Dies Committee

[The “smear Hoover” cam-
paign is significantly like that
effort to discredit Represenia-
tive Dies and his committee,
when o roadical colummnist (now
dead) misinterpreted o State-
ment by Dies, that Shirley
Temple had “been used by the
Communists” through coniribu-
tions in her name to one of their
“peace” drives, to read that
Dies accused Shirley Temple of
being a Communist,

[From that Shirley Temple
beginning the “Smear Dies”
movement within the past month
eame to a climax thalt proved
boomerang, when letters intend=

lRed RBole Bared in D u.mea . fo m@;

ed to link the Texas Represen-
tative with a Fascist movement
turned out to be forgeries.]
William K. Hutchinson, Inter-
national News Service correspon-.
dent, writing from Washington!
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As chief G-Man of the nation’s far-flung

A CRIME-HUNTER AT WORK

is seen here duy _ recent visit to Zmé
York, on a fu waqmm rail.

Hmé.m:mﬁdmgma agency, he takes personal




Hoover of FBI

yesterday, said of the “Smear|
Hoover” movement: ;
“The |goal of the ‘smear Hoover’
movement is to obtain control of -
the Federal Bureau of Investiga-
tion and furn it into a. political
Gestapo prior to the Presidential
election, International News
Service was told today by a high
New Dealer who sides with the
G-Man.”

Hoover and G-Men
Assigned to Florida

Whateyer the cause of the move-
ment, these facts standout from
the records:

J. Edgar Hoover and his agents
are in Florida because they were
ordered |three by Frank Murphy
when he was Attorney General,
before his elevation to the Su-
preme Court of the United States.

In spite of the fact that the
articles |attacking Hoover make
much of [the fact that he is staying
at the | swanky Nautilus Hotel
where quarters may cost “as much
as $200 |a week, without meals,”
government regulations allow a
maximum of $5 daily for subsist-
ence and no federal employe can
be reimbursed for expenses greater
than that rate. !

The ¥.B.I., whatever type of
investigation may be its objective,
takes its orders from the Attorney
General, :

Federal Grand Jury investiga-
tion of| subversive activities in
Washington, Federal Grand Jury
invéstiggtion of passpert fraiids
(principally involving Communists
so far)|in -New ¥York, and the
Spanlsh Communist recruiting in-
diftmerfts in Detroit, are all moves
directed | by the Attorney General
of the United States or his as-
sistants. .

The F.B.I,under assignment
orders fiom the Attorney General,
merely gathers the evidence for
the Grand Jury to hear,

Best nformed.Mah‘
On Subversive Moves

Buf the Commumsts know, or
can reagl in official’ records, that
J. Edgar Hoover, as F. B. 1. head,
is the best informed individual in
the Unifed States when it comes
tc subversive and radical revolu-
tionary movements.

During the World War, in 1917
as a special assistant Attorney—'
General, he was in charge of spe-:
cial war] time radical activities. i

In 1919, when Attorney General
A, Mitchell Palmer created the
Generall Intelligence Division in
the Department of Justice, amd|

Anarchists Emma Goldman, Alex-
ander Berkman, Adolph Schnabel,
Peter Bianki and some 400 others
were convicted and deported un-
der the Alien Enemy laws, it was
J. Edgar Hoover, as Assistant At-|
torney General, who won thosei
cases in court,

In 1924, appointed by Attorney
General Harlan Stone as Director
of the Bureau of Investigation, it
was Hoover, solely responsible to
the Afttorney General, who sent
Gaston B. Means to jail and who
later got the evidence to convict
Gerald Chapman. He also insti-
tuted the national crime file and
brought the conviction percentage
up to 95 per cent or more of all
cases tried in which the Bureau
of Investigation had a part.

From July 1, 1931, when the
Bureau of Investigation became
the Federal Bureau of Investiga-
tion, the Urschel, Weyerhauser,
Lindbergh and Bremer kidnapings
have been milestones.

Police Get Training
In Modern Methods

The ZXarpis gang has been
rounded up.

Police from departments all
over the country have been brought
to Washington for fraining periods
under the most modern methods.
The Crime Laboratory has been
set up and kept up to the latest
methods.

A summary, covering 15 years,

‘shows that the F. B. 1., under its

various names, has cost the
Government $52,370,222.08, and in

ithat same period, in fines, re-

coveries of stolen preperty and so
on, has returned $251,855,353.35.
The 1939 fiscal year percentage of
convictions on cases taken to court
has been 96.

Seeking some way to mterfere
with the F. T. I. and keep it from
becoming the prime mover in a
drive against radicalism in the
United States, the Communists
have sought to hamstring the F. B.
I’s competent leader.

That their efforts have not been
permitted to make progress un-
heeded is obvious. For instance:.

Last Feb. 6, a group of Com-
munist top men from the entire
nation met in Washington. One

gf that group was a New }Zork City)

Communist who has frequently
been a candidate for office on the
Communist ticket.

“How to Stop the F. B. 1.” was
the principal discussion topic.
“Aid from Congressmen” was one’
suggestion and “pressure in high
places” was another.

Resort to Network
Of Red Publications

The abortive backfiring of the
forged letters in the “Smear Dies”
effort was still fresh in their
‘minds. They wanted no repiti-
tion of that. So the safer, more
generally accepted Red tactic of
attacking through the -vast net-
work of the Communist pubhca-
tions setup was restorted to.

In New York, Detfroit and Mil-
{waukee the Veterans of the Abra-
‘ham Lincoln Brigade (veterans of
the brigade from the United States
which fought for the Communist
side in the Spanish revolution)
have offices.

The Dies Committee, at & num-
ber of hearings, has heard testi-
mony listing this organization as a
definite part of the Communist
party, and as such subject to dic-
tation from Moscow.,

Attorney General Murphy, be-
{fore he became Supreme Court
Justice, had ordered the F. B, I.
tinto action to get to, the bottom of
the Communist and other sub-
versive activities in the United
States. o

The Veterans of the Abraham
Lincoln Brigade was just a phase.
But when the F. B. I. men raided]
the . Milwaukee . and. . Detroit
branches, and mvesﬁgate& ‘the New:
York branches, the® Communists|
immediately began to invoke “civil
liberties” and plead “free speech.”
i And the Feb. 19 issue of the
.




New Republic carried a three-|former Attorney General Murphy,

column editorial about the “Am-
erican OGFU.”

Attacked as ‘Threat

To American Libetry’

Representative Coffee of Wash-
ington and Representative Meg-
cantonio jof New York (who inci-
dentally is head of the Interna-
tional Labor Defense, frequently orders
Dies Committee testi-
egan to call Hoover “a
ub detective” and a

attacks i

Norris, of Nebraska,
“OGPU” editorial in an

Senato
used the
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' onday night, in Webster
, & mass meeting, held to

Grand Jury began to sit, has been
attacking President Roosevelt,

the Dies Committee and the F.B.L
It has been carrying out the cry|
that the Communists (pledged by;
party oath for overthrow of allj
capitalistic forms of governmen
are being robbed of their “Amer;
can constitutional rights,” or agé
abowt. t0 be robbed of those rights
Dismissal  of the indictmeqt
against the Spanish Communist
veterans in Detroit, reportedly on
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from Attorney General

called a Communist front organi-ipoyens Jackson, has been hailed
’ with delight by the Worker and
the other Communist publications.

FBI's 5=Year
Fight on Crime

Since the old Bureau of Investigation became the Fed-
eral Bureau of Investigation by act of Congress in 1935,
outstanding accomplishments, year by year, have been:

1935

Cleanup of the Dillinger
gang,

Cleanup of the Mais-Le-
genza gang.

Solution of the Charles F.
Urschel, George Weyerhau-
ser, Charles A. Lindbergh, Jr.,
and Edward G. Bremer kid-
naping cases.

1936

Cleanup-of the Karpis gang.

Police Training Schools
opened.

Bank robber gang of Edw.
Wm. Beniz caught.

Bank robbery insurance re-
duced in 35 states.

94.35 pe cent convictions
obtained in court on F. B. 1.

cases.

1937
F. B, L cost for year,
$5,815,598.

Recoveries, fnes, etc., $41,-
438,370,

94.6 per cent convictions
on F. B, L eases in court.

. 1938
Cost of F. B. I for year,
$6,222,976.
Recoveries, fines, etc., $47;~
568,419. ’
95.93 per cent convictions
on F. B. L cases in court.

Criminal fingerprint file
reaches 8,927,721 cards.

General

24,029 laboratory examina-
tions in five years.

12,026,576 cards in criminal
index files.

27,466 fugitives located in
five years. :

Uniform crime reports
show 1,484,554 serious crimes
(1939).

“Plant  pretection,” or
counter - sabotage defense,
built up. '

175 of 177 kidnaping cases
solved since June 22, 1932.

346 kidnaping convictions
since June 22, 1932.

Charles Fletcher Mattson
and Peter David Levine kid-
haping cases the only ones
unsolved since 1932.

57,189 ‘White Slave convie-
tions since 1922.

Bank robberies reduced
from $2,199,213 in 1929 to
$872,500 in 1939,

22,828 convictions in five
years.

$179,513,481.74 in fines and
recoveries in five years.

6.33 returned to taxpayers’
for every $1 of F. B. 1. cost.

95 per cent convictions in
F. B. L cases over five-year
period.




