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Harold ¥eisberg
CARLSONAS RAIDEES

There's a name that's striking terror to the hearts of the Japa-
nese in the islends of the South Pseific.

That name is "Carlson's Rsjiders.”

Remember how our ensmies of an earlier day quiverad and quaked
when toey heard the nemes "Mad Anthony Tayne® aznd BSwamyp Fox"? That was
nothing %o vhat haypens t0 the Japs now when they hear of Carlsontz Refders,

For Carlson's Raidere, = band of robust, daring fighters, embody
all the best in Ameriea's great militazry tradition. Shouting battlecries

of freedom as they dash into battle, ther ave eculpped for overcoming any
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situation they meet; and befors this war is over, they will meet them all.

They are & hand-plcked battalion of U. S, Marines, all volunteers,

and ezeh and every ome of them is & supermen. Their Yraipineg comss from

cur illustricous forefatherst the zealots of thelﬁeﬁslutiea who overcang
suporior numbsrs by fighting frém gover; the Indien~fighterswho made the
young eountry safe; the Danlel Boonses who Tousht with kuivee; the Buffalo
Bills snd ¥ild4 Bili Hiokoks; the Rough Riders; and sll the other American
fighter heroes,

Each and every Raider, in faaﬁ, iz ell of these rolled into one.
He is tougher then hell--a fast-shooting dead shc%, firing from the hipy &
erack wméésﬁaﬂg A demon with the knife, mheﬁher glashing or throwing: as

silent as sapn Ipdian; and apn expert with all modern WORDOAS.

IT all this isn®t enoush, he's the best-edusated figshtingy man Uncle

Sez has ever produced. He knows exactly what he's Tizhting Tor snd #hy,

a4



,

In fggt; he sings about it every day and especislly in coumbas,

How you cam usderstand why the Ia?g fenr "Carlson's Raiders,"

But even more specitaeulsr than the Reiders is thelr namesske and
lsader, Lt. fol. Bvans Fordyee Carlson, an up~frﬁm~the*?ﬁnk5'§ariue WHOBS.
colorful and romantie miiitary career began 31 yeszrz ase when he was but
156, Major Jimmy Roosevelt, the Prosident's oldest son, is hie seeond in
command,

 German Imperialism was on the mareh then, too, when Evans Carison
quit school and smlisted iﬂ_thé amy. Afier belng wounded in action in
Prance, he was commissioned a second lisutenant and decorated. In 1922, he
switohed to the Marines, where he served for 17 yesrs, all over the world,
rising to the rank of major asd incidemtally earniag seven decorationg frow
our own and other eouniries,

But it was in the Orient that he achieved his most spectacular
SuCoesses.,

He first went thers in 1927, serving for two years as regimental
inteiligenece ¢filicer in Shancghei. In 1933, he went 1o Peiping, where he
was detajled to ths American Legation for three years,

¥hen he vﬁ&iteﬁ China for the third time, in 1936, he began his
nost smazing adveniure, Among Lis duties on this assigmuent was *ofrictial
student of the Chinese lenguage.® Studying the language snd the reople,
Carlson goticeived an attachment for them he still holds desr.

In 1937, Jepan invaded China again, but this ti.e Chiua fought
back. In the thieck of it irom the begigning,,@arlsen baczne pur ofvrieial

cbserver,



_Before the var was a momth 0ld, he heard of the remarkable
achievements of the Chincse Eighth Route Army, the so-called "Red® Army,
and h&lgﬁtﬁﬂziﬂ%ﬁ 0 study this aray Tirst-hand. After a &if?iéulf and
drama?ié trip, largely under Japanese Pirs, he reached Shanasi provines
where the Chinese Communists had set up themr $t3aa- Tris was the base
of their Tamed srmy. For months Carlson lived with and studisd these
g@a@lé §@é gﬁeir lenders. He made arduons ‘oreed marches with tqem, Bone
ef'm@re;thaa 50 miles a day, ropeatedly erossing Japaness lincs.

He was deeply impressed with the orgasizabtion aud methods of ihis
ammy, and after months of Pirst-hand stuly, at the ccnmtnn+ risk of his
life, monthe spent erossing deserts and elimbing m-untaine on fsﬂt, efter
theusaﬂﬁa of miles of travel shrough all of China, he made a lengthy veport
E3: the Eavy.

In this report he rocounted the story of the Chinese armies,
explaining bow they educated, argaﬂize and improved the lot of the com-

Bom people, and how the people, umderstaniing the war and trusting their
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leaders, organized "partisan® groups and resisted, fought :nd sabotaged ths
invader, His report wes full of the expleits of the guerillas,

But, unfortunately, there ware people in Washington who hated the
word "Red® so much they wouldn®t even profit Irom the experisnces of the
Eighth Route and other Chinese Armies. At about this time, the French
sovermment was refusing t0 allow its soldiesrs $o be trained as garatrncr@“e

o )
bocause that was a *Red" device.

So when Carlson returned, he was red-baited. Chagrined, he
resigned {rom active duty and devoted hi.self to writing and leeburing on
the Chinese and their strugsle. iHe wrots an exeellent book, "Pein Stars

of China,® deseribing his travels and obaervations,
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In April 1941, feeling war was near for the United Btates, vﬁa
arplied for rmwsioning and went on sebive duiy a2z a8 major ithe next
months,

Bow his ﬁxperieﬁc%s; in Chins wers invaluable, and he was vlaced
in command of the ixmd which pmuéiy benrs his name. I% was Carimn’ 8
Raiders who executed the brilliant raid on Japanesa-held Makin Island
aewrai months ago. The Japs were so Flabbergasted they bombed and shelled
themselves whils G&rlst;ﬁ" o men procseded té wreek thelir ;,I:m'"‘;‘.&tiﬁﬁ‘h

Agked for 2 comment alter this raid, ke vroverly save full ersdit
to the Chinese guerillas fros whom he had lesrnsd many of his trieks. He
publiely aeknowlcdged America's debt to these waliant fighiers.

Cerlson’s men, like the othe:- speeial raider battalions ﬁm«s in
the. Marines, are commando-like troops. But never make the misteke of call-
ing one e commando, They hate it, Commandos hit and run, byt these fellows
have 8 tougher aési@saent. Paoy pull fai{is,_ of which the Hakin reid iz
typieal, but their bigger job is to spé&rﬁead 1«3&13:‘* operations Tor kesps.
They are the boys 'ﬁh@ egtablish the besch-hsads Tor majar ofensives on
enemy-held lands. You'll be hearing more about them and their fellow
raidere as dmeric: ubleashes ito of. ensive.

.’i’im Hakin raid was the Tirst affieial wenticn of the Ralders, whosse
eguipment and methods have been elosel y-punrded saai*at‘s. Now that the J’ BDE

know about them!
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The Reiders are ‘%:lie most geismilfie eutthroats in the world, and
their lives aud yours may depend upon this. Their trainings epnbles them
to ﬁ@ca;n‘sate or s8lit the thrpat of a seniry who will never km,a what i
‘him snd never has g &hance to give the alamm. They cen si},fme@ &n ensmy
with & knife, which they throw with mmazing dexterity, Like the Chinsss
guerillas, they are most adept at the hand-to-hand conflictsthe Japs hatse.

L Under the tutslage o Anthomy J. Drexel Biddle, they have becons
expert at gouging, strangling, bayoneting and otherwice expaditiously
dispafehiag our enemies o thelr rewards.

They are also speeislists in rubdbber bost oTBTE tions. Baeh bat-
talion has its own snipers, amsorsrs, chemigal-warfare, munitions and
dmli#ian experts.

The Raiders are all volunteers who undergo the most rigorous
treining. After the trajning course, they ean wareh 40 miles a day with
& full pack--snd 1%'s heavy, They are completely seli-supporting, They
. tan mexe a lending, én & night ogeratiau, and travel 20 milses cf mm?@ ang
be roady to attack sB unsuspecting eneny ot dawn. They can guide themselves
by the siars, so they don'$ aet lost.

'%hey bring to “merica’s ﬁayeaa a compactness, self-sullficiensy,
swiltness and sdriking power never Safgrg attained in amphibious warfsare.

?&eir woapons inelude knives, "decapitators® {looped pisno wire
with handles}, sutomatie rifles and submachine guns. They shoot all theif
weapons from the hip, or from any imprompin pssiﬁian they might find $hen-
selves in during an sttack. For in-Tighting, they are Ji-jitey and jude

aXxperts.
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In keaping with the Marine tradition, these lusty fishters sing
as they fight, During the last war, the Barines went iuto battle singing,
*§e'll Hapg the Kaiser on a Sour Apple Tree.® The Raiders have their om

song, "Carlson's Rsilders,™ sung to the tune of Ivan Skovinsky Skavar.

E&gth@r‘song, *The Doctrine of the Raiders,® is inaspired by the
Chinsse indusgtrisl a@dpératiVes with which Colonel Carlson is so familiar,
From this come iwo batileeries: "Cung Hol®™, a Chinese slogan msaning
"gork together,® end "Bgiders for Democracy.®

These elashing, daring fighters are our best, You'll be hearing

more of them and thelr graat leader.



