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Desr Cameron,

In order tc get this to you in time I am going % have to do it in

plecsc, Consequently, it will jump all over the place,

1 neve just learned that 3 snd 4 weeks ago two retired Army officers,
both colonels and one & eavelry msn, were given physiesl examinations
by the irmy, quietly, in & down-town hotsl room =8 & preliminary te
returning them to active servise. In the came of one, who was found
to be unfit for sective service Epmmex bessuse of s tropleel diseszss

he comtreeted In the FPhilippines, he was offered a desk job,

I have 8lso been informed thet employees of the Federsl Govermment who

have had ROTC sxperience, are being listed,

\

This would indicate that prior %o the presifient's apeech he had become
Anterested in what we mow call broadly "the nstional defense”, In this
sonnestion, snd also on the q.3,, last July PDR initieted a specisl
study of resent legisletior inersasing the smergency powers of the
President, cspscislly in wer-time, He had sppointed meversl sconomists
from & Govermment burean, unfemiliar with milisery medters, to assist
in this project,

There 1s szain talk of reestablishing the war-industries beard which

Bernard Baruch headed during ¥orld %at 1, & similar bosrd was set up last
year, with U.S,S%eel's Stetinlus in charge, but this i3 inzetive. If you
ere interested in the minutes of the old board you can obtain them in an

out~ofwprint decument printed by Senatorimx Nye's Munitions committee,

not avavilable through the Jovernment Frinting Yffice and mot generally



Circulated, but in the possession of the Sew York Public Library. It

is identified as "Committee Print Fo, 2" of that committee,

Iindbergh's speech erseted s siir, swixihoxexwhermwsrezsaxmeehzfaxziles

rravionxzapxenk In administration circles it wes not well received.

¥ajority Leader Sam Rayburn of Texes mriticized him for 1%t and sala
Republicen,

he 4idn't know what he was talking sbout, When Zdith Norse Rogerg/of

Nassachussotts attempted %o incorporate the text as pert of her rémarks

in a short eddress be prevented her, but finally agreed to seversl

paragraphs, whish ahs guoted.

I nawe received the following information from someons pretty high dp
in the Stste Department. There is no concern there over 8puth

Americe end a Teeling that there is no chence of our beimg involved in
the wat through events that might transpire there, This informstion,

by the war, I goi several days before FUR spesch, All the many ﬁaai
agents in South Amerieca who wore, in the main. loud Nazl propagsadists
befors the outbresk of the war, have now given up all their astivity of
this nature and are conoemirating upon keeping track of and reporiing
the movements of é.lliéd ships or ships beering cesrgo's destined for the
Allies, Tharais concern over the far-Eastern situstion, end my bslief
that we may become involved through the Dutch East Indiss wes, snbstantigllj;

confirmed,

The President’s speesh ceught everybody, even his closest, by surprise.

Hobedy knew anything 2nd several mistekss were msde. I sm enclosing a
copy of a 1little~pudblicised report of the Senate Committee on Neval



Affairs, made by Senator Walsh of Massacshussetis, cheirman, on May 15.

The other members of this committee are: Tydings, Smith, Russell, Bone,
Byrd, Garry, Holts, Andrews, Gillette, Lucas, Ellender, Hale, Davis,

Hirsm Johssen of California, Oibson snd Barbour., Walsh is an administration
guy. He fauds this repors to the Sensis the very day before Rocsevelt made
bhis umusuel ( and strietly spesking, 1llegal) appearance before the joint
session, I sirongly recommend that you read this report carsfully, bessuse
it says meny things that contradict FDR, snd some of the things it

says are surprising, For in-tance, &n pp. 2-3, it says, "The armies of -
‘Eurepe and Asia do nét menace us,” ete. Alzo especislly interssting is

the section beginning on p. 8, “dmeries snd the war in Rurops®, which,

in par%, says,” We are not prepared to participste in the European

war, as we do not possess the necessary weapons to make our effords
effective.,.,.our industries shunid must not bscome toc greatly compromised
by forelgn wer orders,...some naval expertis point out that the view that

we ought to fight now shen we hawve alllies , etc.” I believe this is an
smazing dooument which cen be used to argue two different points rather

affectively,

I heve obtainad a pxupesed bill introduced just this past Mondey, It
was offered by Chhfrmen Vinson, of Cewrgls, of the House Fawvel Affeirs
Committee and, after presentation, was referred to the committee which
he hezds. The other members of this committee are: Drewry, Schunetz,
Sutphin, Shennon, Megnuson, Lyndon B. Johnson, Jacobsen, Hevenner,
Bradley ( peansylvenia),Griffith, Vincent (Esnticky), Darden,Cammon
{Florida), Pay, Mass, Church, Mott, Cole (N,Y.) Bates (Mass.), Hess,
Darrow, Jenks { N.H,),Jefferies, Anderson {GCalif.),King, Dimend (Alaskn),




The provisicms of this bill make it possible, upon enzctment, to forget
about the social legislation of ths New Deal with respect to Navel
building sad it is alsc sn opening wedge. Note clso that if {t is pansed
compstitive bids will not bs necessary, hence will not bs, To date,
there is nothing on war profiteering other than FDR's "hope”., Note also
that he-hop & there will be mo war préfitesring, as he did yesterday,
wher we aré not at war, Of the sems kind is his frequent referenées,
both in his speech and in his statement yesterdey, to "the enemy" when
he mesnt the Germans. The probabllity is that the sdministration will
be foreed to amend the Vinsom bill, It is still too early for anything
that drestic, Ferhaps Hrs,,¥DR indicated tuis the other day when she gaid
'ahn didn’t believe the administraiien planned any retreat from the gokns

for laber.

Tactically, 1% was bad for the ??sesildeat tq t8ke such & atey and make
sueh recommendations withoui urking out some of the more important
details and tipping off some arihinfuwtmtm For instance, the detsil
adout finemsing, It woula hmgm taken less than a month, snd perhaps only
2 woek or 80, to iren these thf;gﬁ out, Buck & short time could meke

b6 d1ffergaes if we are s far bekind a8 he said in mechanizstion,
| aviation, ete., and tocsﬁgrp’éstﬁaste eould, concelivesble, cause trouble
and deley later. He rushaa in{ I bave heard this opinion from seversl
Congressmen) becmuse the "‘apubii;eans and Hitler forced him. Rvery once
in a while, recently, the Bemii]lioans hive sounded off on our aviation
unprepsrdness, Senator Kmr Théias of Cklahoma { one of whose spesches

I 2ent you last weekf, had this 1o say yesterdey during the debste:



"The recent mepmsage of the Iresident, snd the recent propesel o expend
the bill to almost double its originel figures were the direct resuls,

I understsnd, of the invaesion of Holland and Felglum by Germany”, There
were no contradistions, or even observetion, following this statemsnt.

On Bonfiay Hem Fish, the Presideni®s "e resentative, said, irn part,

*The President has been in office for 7 years, snd the Eurcpean way

has been going on for 9 monihs before the Commander in Chie€ discovered
the deplorebls condition of the iLrmy for purposes of defense., Instesd

of preising the Presideni, he should be condemned for sXimwing permitiing
this condition to develop.” Then he said thet ithe epubliczns sheuld

east partisanship aside and support =zll legislation to equip the

Army witk "all the new weaponsof wsr”, Congressmen Rankin of Mississippi,
of course, & Domoored, replied, in part, "In my bumblse opinien, no nation
or get of netions could land an army on America's shores of mrﬁcim

pize or strenglh to give us troubls todey.”

Thers were only twp sriticisms of the Presidenti’s messeage that I have
sesen or heard. J ohn Goffes, Dem., ¥ash., leader of the so-galled House
"1iberal bloc”, 8 pretty lneffectusl and amall band of rumners from the
storm, made a mild ebservaiion about the things that were notin the
spuah- 1 regret I haven'$ sh quobe now, Vito Marcantonie, A.L.P., K,Y.,
chllnd if “ & blitgkriez on the peace of the American people.” To date
the:e has be:n no action here in ¥eshingtorn persuant tc this apesch oxcept
in the came of the United Shoe Workers, the executive board of which, follos
ing its meeting here yesterdsy, visited some 30 Congressmen in whose

distriots they are organized and teld them,organized labor demsnded peace,




Following this mess8ge a chaenge has come over the complexion of Congressiond
debates, liverything is "for the national defense®, Most ikm of the »any
"extensions of remarks” are omn this subject, or at lesst are so represanted,
Editorials from all the small papers from all over the country are going

in, as l/Oll as Jjust about svery column written by the betier-known
celumnigis. In vetoing sn appropriustions for rinis and Im rbors worke
pork-barrel stuff- foosevelt said { yesterday),” Regardless of every

other consideration, it sessm t0 me thai the nonmilitary moiivies of the

Har Depariment shoudd give way at this time to the nesd fer uilitary
properdness. This is & nesd, not 30 apparent at the time that the

bill was under comsideration by the Congress, tmet must now be recognized

by 811 a# a matter demsnding priority of attention. ¥With respect to the .
fow items in the bill that ere of national defense valus, I would be

&lad to epprove separate legislation covering these mpkjsxis projects.”

Eots that "the time whkmttthe bill wes under consideration by the

Congress™ could not have been more then 10 days eerlier. In other

w&rds, the nsed was not apparent 10 days agol

Opposition to the Uppressive Labor Practises het was ¥oiwd voiced by
Senator ¥iley of ¥isconsin, Jemator Lundeen of Min.esots and “enator
Reynolds { who prsised Hitler ) of North Ceroline on the grounds of
impairment of the National defense. wiley pleced in the record a
telegram from Gemeral Robert £, Wood recommending that ths vill not pass
because it would "Permit communistic activities %o go meﬁortad”.

There wes 16 Tinal action on the bill, and Senater Alben Berlaky, the
Hajority leader of the Senale, iﬁﬁieatéd the desire of the sdministration

to have the blll enected this ses:

squiring House approval before Adjown ment,




Another ms jor lssue #nto which the "netional defense” line =was injsoted
by epronsnts of lsbor was the WPA debste, &s yet unfinished. After ihe
length of debute was set and knowing that regsrdless of how much time
was alloted it would be insufficient to allow s11 Members to sey es
much as they desired, Ssm Rayburn, the sdministration's lesder in the

Eouse opened with « plea for brevity so that important matbers { resd

“national defen:s” appropriations) could be resched with grester di spateh,

Thereupon each side yielded Dies a2 half hour for an pddress vhich he
postponed from m previous occssion upon which he hed an hour thet would
not coms from the time ulloted o so important = subjeét, DMes harrangued
for the hour on the red, fifth eolumn, Trojau horse menace, mentioning
WPA exaoily ones, and them he told = lie, Be casually referred %o a
witness belore the committee, James Hulse Dolsen, of Pittsburgh, the
fellow who wes practically kidmspped by the comaitt;a'a agents, a8 8
fommunist on ¥PA. As & metbter of fact, he wasn't, as Dies knew, bescanse
his cormitree’s record showed that Dolsen wes on relief at $4,40 = week,
Thereupon ttiey 8ll followed that line, except thoss who opposed the

111, meager ms it is, because, as they stated, there had besen graflt

in Touisiana., Just yesterday Reyburn, though only 2 hours were to be
spert on the debate before ite conclusion, pled for brevity that the

time might be reduced. Todey the Bouse resolved itself into the eomnittes
of the whole to consider armendments. The vote will come tomdrrow. I%
now looks as though Roosevelt's #875,850,000.00 recuest for 8 months

will be pamsed, practically without ammendmens. It is poesible that the
12 months provision will be mamended so that it wont gpply to persons

over 45, On $his bill Marsantonio has made several swell speaches.,



Ee followed Dies and lsmpoonsd him on the Trojan horse stuf?, saying
that whsre baseball and football had besn the National pestime, that

wes no longer true in the Jongress, whers members ware now Trojan

horse jockeys. Today he made a ten-minute gpeach { five minutes o?f

vhich the Republican’s voluntarily gave him at the consclusion of the five
mimxte/s shich bad been granted him ) several cuoies from which follow,
The spesehes, I should have polnted out, were S-minute speeches, He

got consider:ble aprlause, The guotes are from the uncorrected
‘stenographic notes and mew be slightly altered in the Record when 1t

comes out tomorrow, .

He said thet never hed less attention becn peid to
relief and never hed 4t been nesded more. Then he gave the reason:

“The reason is thet this Congress has been worked up into 2 state of wer

(AR EEEERE XY
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xXext¥nt =8 a result of & blitskrieg on ihe

peace of the American people that wes pﬁlleé bere last week, sas & result
of & lot of war talk, ¥het ere ws thinking of just now? in ths'niﬁdﬁ of
meny, many Members todey thers is the proposition thet the problem of
unemployment w11l be solved by giving them uniforms HREEE . v0ue 4B
1§ag 25 you have & citizenry which is deprived of the orrortunlity te
earn e decent American living your nstionsl defense will not bte
bolstered by giving them guns esnd bulleis, ahd your nationsl defenss
will be wsekened by an internel and fundsments) wezkness,”

(4% this point Congressman May, chsirman of the House
éemmittea on #i1ftary Affeirs and one who last week demanded the repeal

of the Johnson iet imterrupted as follows:)




Mr, HAY. Will the gentleman yvield7

Mr, dgreantonio. Ipield to the gentleman from Xentuaeky.

Hr, :ay., The gentleman referred to a blitzkrieg here lust
week, A8 chairman of the Com:ittee on Military affairs I want %o fing
out if there is such 2 thing as that geing on. ¥1llthe gentleman %ell
us wha‘l; 1t was:

Hr, tarcantonio, The gentleman knews that it was, There
is no Yenber of this Housa who has followed the Prasident more loyally
thadk I, but I 8=y that when the President cams here and in s Orson
¥ells~1ike manner frightensd the country out of i{ts wits by [ can's
read this word) airplanes going over St, Louls, this Congress was
frightened to such an extent that itroday is not giving adsquats and
proper attontien to the memppoyed of thia country, which it
should; be de;ng { Applause). **,,,..00 not Arive smeriea 1n§e war
by sMng the unemployed ia this country {Applause), 7 |

Bere ’shﬁ gavei feoll,

During the speech hs showed pretty effectively that
the wor, pather then ﬁringing on greater méioMent and prosperity,
ha_a,@md the opposite effest, 1In the earlier speesh he pulled a erack

g’éwt the unemployed wanting overalls, not uniforms,

Ainother_ canpaign is being wiges in Congress against Harry Bridges, It
gquiesed down during the Landis heerings, dbut several resolutions and
bill have been intedduced to deport him, One is indirset, 2 bill by
Oongressmen lelsnd Ford, of Cslifornis. Another was introduced on

My 14 by Congressmen Allen of Loulaisna end referred to the
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Cemmittee on Immigration and Katurslizetion, of ®hich Semmy Dickstein
is chairmen, The bill was reported oud by this commitiee in the phenominally
ghort time of 2 Jdays, and on May 16 was referred %o the House sitting
es the committes of the whole, I% thereupon became necessaru for the

Rhles ﬂ;onmﬁte,e to give a rule, 1.e., scheduls it on the calender snd

specify time for debate, if any. The reactionaries had it a1l planned

oul to repert a rule today, but there were quite & few Mawbers who

went before the Hules commities in s brisf hearing dezinning at 2 of elsck
thie afternoon and objected, Congressman Eugens Cox of Ceorgla, = Deomerat
and renking me jority member of the committee $0ld liberal Congressman
lee Goyer of California, also a Demccrat, that he was so unimpressed

by Geyesr's statement that he, for ons, wss goling to throw it in the
wastebasket, Marc, followed angd said that the i-'-geason hhe antilator
Toreed ir and out of Jongress wented to 4 port Bridges waz because

he wzs gn incorrputible leadar of labor o h‘gd improved the lot,
Partichbarly the salaries, of the longshorsmen, Then the committes

ém %o no deziskon, but it is 13.1;19111 that ‘czaey‘ %11l guletly give & rule
for sometime next week, pr obah}.y 'rueaday. Tha ?ales Boarmittes is the mosy
powerful end the most completely reactionary c?mit tee in eithor House,
I% iz the bot-f.lenack in the Houss, I am enclosing a copy of the

Bridges b#ll and the ﬁomm.ittee on Immigration's report on it., I trust
you will like the logic., This is & private bill and I believe will
reciire unanimous consent, ﬁemever, since the foreces controlling the time
=t which the billean gome up are those whe wsnt to pa%ss it they might,

by ealiing:m, the bill when there ars no opponents on :the floor, pass

it. That x"'is what hppm& last msian to the Hobbs ”Mncentmtimz =amp” bill.
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I em told by lewyers that this is clsarly unconstitutional decause it

is = bill of attainder, against ‘Which there is & specific prohibition

in the Constitution, Ford of ths A‘aseeiatcd Farmers will support

this bill in preference to his own, known as H,R. 8310,

Tommarrow I will get the complete taxt 6? Marc. speech todey and meil
on the floor

it to you. I think he 18 saying/what you are trying to say to the

people. I have noticed that since his f?irs‘t criticism of the President

xxx cuite & few mambers of ° ongress have spproached him and discussed

his position with him, on the floor. He says that some of the Republicans

now, privetely, sgree with him., If you would like something along the
line of this speach from him for you let me know and I'11 gee what I

oan do

Cn several oc-aslons recently I have been told by governmsnt péeple

who wanted exira copies of the magazine o use beecause the articles
_were of ase to them that they could not get coples, Heber Blenkenhorn

at’ the Nstfonel Labor Relations Bosrd tried unsuccessfully to get & dozen
"mpiw of the issue with the Ford Dellass story, He got S and wante 5

ar 6 more. He needs them for Membere of Congress, ¥ill you please

. send thtm to him, ¢/0 the Seard, Shoreham Bldg., Washingtem, D,C.7

Mso, will you pleuss have the cireulation dept. ssnd the magszines
to my correct address? I write them weekly, without suceess, I haven't
ro§-=~~ive& lagt week's yet,

How's everythings 1a



3 enclose s copy of the Presid-nt's message, from the Record,




