5/20/40

Dear Diok,
Enalossd apre;

Japan's Oriental Poliey, speech smd dsﬁma of Key Pittman on 2/10/36;

World Affiars, speech by ﬂtm on 3/11/413; Senate Joint Resolut;eﬁ

123, 76%h Cong., lst Session.g 3!3@2@1117 and Peace, speech bjr Pittman

end debate with Borah and others lﬂ/ﬁ,l@/s and 10/5/59* Neutrality snd
Peaée, an address by Fittmen aaswring Lindbergh, 10/14/39; Fublic Resolu~
$ion 8*?, 75tk Cong,, lst sess., Public Besoliunion 54, ¥6th Gong;, 24 sens.,
end a report, The Neurtality Ast lo 1958, sudmitted to th& 3enate by
Pitimen, on bshalf of the I’t:_rei-}ga Relations Comalttee; The Neuwirslity

et snd the Far Zastern Crisis { 8/23/37), Oug Foreign Pzpliey' { 8/20/39),
and Pemce Assured Thmngh Benate I;é‘g}.slaﬁm { 10/30/38), addresses BY
Pitwuan on the Natlional aadib Forum, 4@63&@!6& by the Washington Star;
$he Jobnson Ast.

¥hat pu weat is & rather tall order for the time dx whdhh I had %o get

1t. 1 don'$ Xnow how 'eleu I came, but here is the best I walé de.
First biom‘phiui data,

xhy mtmn is the senior samtar from Nevada, In the 1330 census his St te
had 8 population of 91,65& He i3 & Demoorat emd his home is Tonopah, Newada.
Ee was born in Vicksburg, Miss., on September 19, 1873, %0 William Buckner
aud Katberine Koy Pittman { hemee his first neme)., His family split dusing
the Civil 7ar, his father fighting with the Confederaey and his uncle with
the North. . He was sducated by rpivate tutors,xag st Southwestern Presby-
térian University, at Clarksvilie, Tenmn., end George Washington University.

He began to practise lew ai the age of 20 in Seattle, Wash, Seven years



later he went 4o Alaska, whers he remainsd nn'k;tl late in 1901 { see delew),
Ho went %o his resent homs in 1902 , His firet politicsl venture wes in
1912, shen he ran for am unexpired 4#}3&2‘ term in the U,S.8enste, He hae
been there since, Nis torm sxpives this year, He tawdens wea seuretery pt
the Demoesrstie csueus for 4 years beginning in 1913, He waes the Dmemﬁo
conference fomiues for president pro tempore of the Senate during tﬁe
following Gongresses Xikhas ﬁé«m through 70th., Tend, He is now ym&mf;

3f

pro tempor: of Yhe Ssnate. it the Dmmooratic convention of 1984 he was
ssoretary of the comuittes en he platform snd resolutioms. At the 1928
convention he was chairmar of this commitiss snd was selscted to formslly
notify Alfred Smith of bia nemination, He bessme president pro tempore of }
the Semate at the time he beceme cheirmam of the Committes on Foreign
Reletions { ao W}.ﬁn) on Marsh 9, 1933, He was appointe: by mm@ a
delegate to the Monetary and Bcomomic Conferemce held in Londom im June
- 1938,
Pittmen sold his law library $o finence his first ventums

inte the #wim Klondike, on which he was secolpanied by his partmer.

From this he got two years supplies an-d the n@eeaenry equiment, The .
horges died on this i:rip and they pecked their own bundles to open wa%e?a_; '
eut down trees to meke & raft and on this shot tim rapids sfzihrdewsenx
Eimmex of the river to Duwsen, He spent some of this fourwyeer perimi' in

the. Herthnnv'i’awitory ané some in the 'fmn. Ho was one of thoss whe - .
clesned up Home and gave 14 1% "eonsent” govermment. He was made promn%é?x;.
Thus he bsosme & gosd pistol ashot and adept with 2 rifle, He is still & |
skilled mexksmen and is s membor of the shooting clud whioch mainteins e
privete lodge on & private 1sland in the Chesepaske heer here { I haven's



with amother team. It was thus thet be mot his wife, The other tesm was
bers. They were married in 1900, Ne uame: Niwss Mimoss Gates,

Fittman became chelirmen of the Poreign Relations Commitbes in the sehe way
that chelyman of comnittess ere always selscted, He was ranking

the side which came into pewer, His other committes sssigmments are: -
Expenditupes in the Executive Departments, Irrigetion snd Reclamation,
Judiciary, Minea end Mining, Public Lands and Surveys, Territories and
Insular Affeirs,fSpecial) Conservation of W 141ife Resourses, and { Spseial)
Bilver, of whish he is cheirmsn. The wildlife commitiee has great vecationing
potentinlities,

During ¥ekld Yer ﬁa. 1 he wss a member of the Foreign Reletions cmﬁ*@tn
and also of the Eaval Affairs Committes. It was them that he met m
then sssistent saey of m Nevy. They beeceme good friends, Pittmsn voted

for our antranm into tha war,

1 gather from my conversation with you and Oemeron's brief mote thet you
regerd Pittman s a gre t ennmeijatiar of ear fersign policy an&’ehanges in 1%,
This is not true. From sl that I oap discover he is rather a great stoouge.
He is persenslly very friemdly with both FDR and Hull ead goes sleng with
them on almost awmiag, The only exception I san find is the Reciprossl
Trade Treety progrem, whick he opposed, unswacesafully in the Bsnate | vots:
3/20/40). T san find no sess of his hevimg osiled the turns. The closest
thing to this is his Deving shouted dong and fud sgeinst Japenese
aggression befors $he 1911 trads ireaty was abregated, but it was not Lseaume
of his shﬁtmg that the treaty was cancellsd, His predistiens in the field
of Tmaxt forsign affairs are @1stinotly on the amsteur side., The dey beforse
he invesion of the lowl-nds he $o14 Swo nessvaBSPmn.tven san taka thim ms



Islinite-there will bo no invesion of the Netherlamds®, He seid thet on the
basts of infamtien ke had the mext meve would de in the Balksnm. M
prens corps regards him as irresponsibdle md screwsy on the Silver questien.
He is ons of the dullost speskers inm a Semute in vhich orstevrs ave
decessing in number. When there 1s real work to be dons ir his field, 1like
§80ting an important bill through, some of the old masters are called in

to menage it, men like Jimmy Byrnes of South Careline or Pat Harrigon, of
Nissisetppl, now back in the New Deal fold, Plttman is a gin fighter and
has been noticed & bit wobbly sroudd the kmees during some of the more
importent debates, such 2 the Reutrality debate. Some o? the Senste
reporters swear thst he enuncisted his famous 4~point program 2 yesr ago
shor$ly after getting a csse of gin from sn amroz. Seme of the ocessions
on vhioh thx Pittwman has sounded off have, asccor 'ing %o State Depariment
informante, amrﬂém 3he State Depnrtment, partisularly in the skaw of |
Japan. Thess same pevpls sey that he doss not follow the ﬁh Deel line, bwus
”h}yW’to B sgres with 13{1). He 1s en administration men and dess the
adntnistration’s work, He euts no great {nfluense in the Semate DoF in ihe
committes by virtus of his abilisy, but ke is one of the clésst members

in peint of service, ¥hile hs, as shairman of the foreign relations comzittee
might ceuse the séministration comsidersble saberrassment by opposing its
Positien on an important issue, sush ss the war, it is not likely thet he
could preveat the passsge of suy administration messure. If he wers to

try any pariiasmentary trisks with the commitéee he bueks up ag-inmet
Benatros ‘Eu'rinm, George, Wagner, Comnsily, Elbder Thomas, Van Nays,
¥urray, Pepper, Greem, Barkley, Reynolds, Guffey, Gillette, Johnson of
Calif., Le Psilstts, Vamdenberg end others.




I souldn't get to Bee him, but I asked the secretary of the committes to
have Pittmen writs you a brisf nete telling you whether or mot be

hinks wo will get into the wad and how e oan siey eus, I ;m that dbéoause
you seid you wanited this Tuesdey moning. Heu pmly wont got it, He
bad no connsction with the White Papey, so far ss 1 can discover. I will

wei%e Came on what 1 hsve bae_n able to discover abeunt that tomowsow or Yeduneasdy

Parsenslly, if I uhdsrstand whet you ere looking for, you heven't o BLOTY.

He couldn’t siop the war resolution or snything remetsly connectsd with it.
sust sbout nothing can now, enyway, The boys a?& hopped ap. Conversely,

he eouldn’'t be the dsciding factor in fatting such & thing through dnless

it were very close, which such thisgs newsr are. Hp is an sdministration
spokessen in Bis field, as is sny shaivmen of any commlittee under any
sdninistration, w&u§ Be is on the outs with the admindstration which seldom
Bappens, though it 44d with the southern resctionsries, who control many

of the cenmivtees, If * understand what you wers locking for, I'd redommesd
that such sn 2ngle on the conirol and domination of Semate snd House
somnittens by the Southerners would give you a beitsr story. They reslly
heve some influence snd have a real effect on legislative amction, esspecially
in times of siress, But ’shé way things ere going now all the purges eta.

are scoming beek into the fold on foreaigs reletions and the wey. For instance,
Senator GCeorge ef.&eergia has come oui soclidly behind FDR program end is

trying %o get him the 118§,

To get bask to Pittman, he is a rather asisble and personable fellow, but

a lightweight when cempared with some ¢f theothers on his commitiee,



I bhope thet from the enclosures you can get some of the quotes you might

want, The resoltuion he ¥x introduced, enclesed, is reslly simed ai

Japun, I heven't had a chance to read it or the other sturf, but 1 have

28 hunch that 1f 1%t ever came out of his own committes it might be

‘very brosdly interpeted,

Eﬁ«a doean’t gecms 1o De much chence that the neubrality ast or the
men Aot will be emmended thiwough this cowmittes. The telk of

#mking the Johnson 4ct comes from the House side, when Andrew May,
&a&m of the Militery iffairs Commities, first suggested it seweral weeks

&&w May comes from the county north of Harlan, lLetcher County, Xy.

_ sm other Seuthern Congressmen bave also sugsssted this,

I tried %o get you several times tonight, without success, If yéu want to

g8t me in the morning, you'd bet er de it sbout 10 o'eclock your time, or

__i w&a. i em going %o the Dies comaittee hearing, ®ich will begin with a

: awﬁaueﬁen of Rathborne's testimony and will continue with Nicholms

zenberg, Nes Dallant, who will testify to Soviet secrst police in this
sounkry., From ther e I will probedly g0 to the doctorm becamse the

ig;taiﬁien Inade month or 8o ago 1s returning snd I em sick again, It you

vhould call we after I lcave semd me & wire apd I°11 eall you &8 soon as

. 1 return,

By the way, I em hoping to beve a dee ni story on the reports of the Havel
4Affairs Committees, which 1'11 mail in in 2 day or s0., % am going to get

. the reports first.

Barsld



