4/30/40
Dear Cumeron,
This memo 1s a responde o Helen Kay'g query.
Encloped are two samples and & pai# of the goverment~styled lisle hoge,

Tﬁe samples are teken from a "imvelling kit", seven of whish, each containing
20-24¢ ftems, are constemtly in ecirculstion throughout the country emong con-
sumer groups, extension groups, colleges, ate, There ars two completes kits

in New York City,v each conteining &1l of the 142 items in their full seolor
renge that are‘ now developed., The complete exhibits in Hew York are &t

the Cotlon Textile Institute, 320 Broadway, and at the Mercsrizers' isscaeisiion

of Americs, 470 4th. Ave,

The paif or hose are made by the Gothsm Gotham Silk Hosiery Co. { Gothem
Gold Stripe), sméxmrexthexewiy 200 Medison ivenue, This compeny iz the only
one which to drte has met the styls specifications of the Home Economie divisdon

zf the Dapariment of Agriculture.

Because, from what I wss able %o lesrn todey, there seems to @ = misunderstende

ing on your pert of whut this thing is T em repeeting what 1 foung out from

Devid H, Young, 8 specialist well-known ir the trede, who wes brought into
the Department to take charge of the mopufacturing and styling work under

Fath C'Brien, in the Home ¥conomies section,

Various sxperiments have besn conducted during the past yesr and n;lngvmnﬁha,
under a spesoial eppropriation for the purpose. In addition to improving the

quality and ssleebility of lisle hose one of the objectives is to'm‘pk"e women



"cotton comezious”™ to B¥EX the end that they buy more cotion,

In the lsborstorfes of the Deps tment the hoge developed has teen auﬁ%
evéry krown physicel test, In addition, nurses in one of ths locel hospitals
ere participetine in experiments and tests. They are snpplied.with hose and
the sciled hose are calieﬁ for by Uepartmsnt of igriculture messengers who
‘teke them to the lsbs where they are laundersd by specialists, This
epperiment iz not completed, but thus far the results hsve been gratifying,

This test is in itz ninth month,

&8 ths work has progressad and as the eppearsno® and suality of the hose s
improved menufeiturars have beeome increasingly interested. There ere now many

in'uiries from the trads, The project actuslly commenced én July 1, 1938

To date B6 different types ahev been styled by the depariment, 31 =re what they
claseify es "povelties” and 21 are "plain knits", These range from heavy-weight
bose for rough wear-garden snd outdoor work, heevy work, etc.,, to sheer

hose suiteble for formel wear, This hose is distinguished from the old type

of lisle hose which is tubuler in design in th-t it has been built up following
the technique of msking full-fashioned silk, and the very same mechines have

been employed, I%, unlike the o1d stuff, fits the leg nd has sheps,

One of the experiments h:zs besn with exotie colering-desp reds, stc, following
Mme Schiepmrelli's recent French styling 1llustrated in the 4/15/40 issue of
1LI¥E,

The formsl hose is now meds in sheer of a2 two-thresd nit,

Gothem was interested in this by Dean Hill, president of the Mercerizers’

Assoeistion of Ameries, They are going into production slowly, but thus far are



quite plsused with the results and response and expect, in the nsar future,

to distribute the line through 10,000 eccounts from coast to const. To date

vhey have refraipéd from any promotionel advertising, but in a few wesks will
start this, in Memphis, Tenn., in connection with the Surplus Commedities Corp.
cotton program { see that memo, to follow,) The slowness in inecreasing production

is deliberate,

The semple paid inclosed, size 9%, is what is known a8 ” pertinet rib mesh

light-weight.

These hose have 21so been styled in two-way stiretch tops, ete. Gotham's line
will sell for %1,‘and te thope who participats in the cotton progrdm { Bee

‘memo )}, they will,‘in sffest, be 2 prs for 21,

a1lso enclosed is d relesse by the division and geveral picture s of il
styleg, etc., whiJh I thought you ,ould use. At ached to the leg photo is sn
" enlargemsnt showilg the stiteh in greatsr dstsil. Thesgs peopls szy 1t is best,

if you supe impose the enlergemsnt, %to do =0 im the tos,

There is no subsidizstion by the govermment of thimx msaufacture af §hea0

hose, except that the government hss ssved the me ufecturers monay;i; enduction
the sxperiments and performing the ilests. There is no connection between

this project and the stamp plen, ss I will explsin in thet memo, I em rushing
thiz beesuse Fay says she must have this todsy. The oil-filter memc will fokkow

leter today. There is no subsidy under the stamp nlan, &lso.

Harold #:oisberg



