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November 25, 1966

On November 21, 1966, Mr. J. Edgar Hoover, Director,
Federal Bureau of Investigation, received a letter from a newsman
CHpoGssing concern over the rash of books, articles and statements which

~

are "creating confusion and doubts zbout the validity of the findings of

tihe Warren Commission regarcding the assassination of Presiden: Kenneay, "

The newsman said that one of the "conflicts" concerned the alleged varianco
ol the resulls of the medical examination of tha President's body, recorderd
o2l reports dated December 9, 1963, and January 13, 1984, wad the
ollicial autopsy report,

The rewsman said he would appreciate any conuunent
Mr. Zoover would make concerning these matters.

The newsman requested that Mr. Hoover prepare a stale-
raent regarding the alleged conflict between information reported by the
+5I and the autopsy report.

By letter dated November 23, 1966, to the newsman,

Mr. rnoover said he shared the concerrn of the newsman regarding the
crivicisms of the Warren Commission 's findings. He pointed out that
waile the critics had every right to state their views, they "should show
more regérd for the» facts on record. They have ignofed certain facis,

riisinterpreted othérs, and expressed pure speculation as truth,"




Mr. Hoover sent the newsman the attached statement
wrdoswated, "Iam speaking only for the FBI, not for any otner agency
T O

¢Toup involved in any phase of the inquiry into the assassination of

President Kennedy, "
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}‘ove“mer 23, 1008

rne Warren Commis 5101 506 e findings conceraing ;
the assassination of President Kexmedy. currently are being savere!y
Ernitized, conclublons of the \,o mission, especially its con-

. N T e ' s ] B e Ss A B Sea 3 e e R
soxseul wnat Lee Harvey Uswald acted alone in the assassinuiion, nuvo

In support of their speculations, some of the critics

tllcze, among other things, that there is a "'contlict" between portiors

ol two 5] reports and the of 1C1a* autopsy report regarding the wounds
iound in the President's body.
While there is a difference in the information reportad -

=T

tie 721 and the information contained in the autopsy TEPoTL Chlteryiag

ine wounds, there is no conilict.” The ¥BI reports record oral statemonts
aadGe by autonsy 1 hyvlcmnu wiile thg e::amm tion was being conductodn
aad vefore all facts were known., The autopsy report records the fii.l
N

rindings of the examination.

Briefly, this is what happened. The autopsy was conducind

aL Soethesda Naval Hospital on the evening of L\ovembtr 22, 1503, Two
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c.oagents werce present, They reporied that Dr. James J. Humus,
Colel W‘Léuf*v surgeen, located what appeared to be 2 bullel hole in thc
naciz below the 9}'ouldcr and proped it to the end of the opeaing wiih a
nper. The examming physicians were unable to explain why they
could find no hullet or point of exit.

Unknown to the Agents, the physicians eventutily werc
auLie 1o trace the path of the bullet through the body. On the morning
of ~ovember 23, 1983, Dr. Humes contacted doctors who trealed the
Poesident at Parkland Hospital in Dallas, Texas, the previous day wad

coculirmed his assumption that a trachectomy had been performed using

v

@ oellet hole in the front-of the neck as the point of incision, _ :
The information “eoort od by me ehts present during o ?

the autopsy was summarized on page 18 of the FBI report dated

Dueeniber 9, 1938, Meanwhile, the clothing worn by»the President

Wl e was shiot was examined in the_“ F3] Laboratory. This'ex;{mi:‘.zui(,;;z

revetled a small hole in the bau of his coat an d shirt and a siit charac-

~teristic of an exit hole for a projectile in the front of the shirt one inch T

selow the collar bu tton. A nick on the leit side of the tie knot, wvossinly

ctased by the same projectile which passed through the shirt, also was

aotaed, { | :
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These {indings clearly indicated the BRARIIIGE DLy aun's
T J';;S;H ration that the bullet penetrated omy a short distance iwo the
President's back probably Was In error. | Since this observation had
beoa included in the FBI report of Decembef g - 1963, another reicrence
wis nade to'it in the report of Jmu,u‘v 13, 1k 94, in conjunciion with e
~wowratory findings to point up this probability.

The FBI and the Warren Commission each received u
Copy oa vhe oificial autonsy report on December 23, 1883, {rom Secret
cervice following a specific fequest for this document. Since the ¥BI
xiew the Commiésion had a copy of the oificial autdpsy, its contents
were not re eaued in an FBI rezort.

Rec ently the c‘mrge has b en made that the ¥BI cltered
L tiim of the assassination taken by Abraham Zapruder., This is
wtally fulse, The FBI never had the original Zaprader film in its
possession--it was purchased by a national magaéine. The FBI ghininsd
aocony of the originql uncut film and re produced this for the Commissic s
viich since has turned it over to National Archives. |

At the direction of ?resident Johnson, the FBI conducicd
& grompt, intensive, objective and thorough investigation of e assas-

sination. The results of this investigation were accurately 2oz rted o
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tie Warren Commission, Not one shred of evidence has been
ceveloped to link any other person in a conspiracy with Cswald to
assassinate President Kennedy., All available evidence and facts

>oInt to one conclusion--that Oswald acted alone in his crime.

e




SR~ v

e e—.

head to the right and rear, falling towards Mrs. Connally,
as a éircl.e of light resembling an é)cplosive blast encircles

the President's Lhead. The Zapruder film runs for 33

seconds. Part of the action shown in this film was

photographed simultaneously by Orville O. Nix.

B. Colored pictures made by Orville O. Nix with an 8 mm.

home movie camera
Nix, standing on the Plaza grass across the road from

the Pergola (where Zapruder viewed the motorcade),

photographed the motorcade as it approached the triple |
underpass (refer to scale model). Nix photographed

the left side of the Presidential car with Mrs. Kennedy
in the foreground waving when the President's head
suddenly snaps to the left and the car picks up speed as -
a man jumps on the left foothold. The Nix film funs

about 8 seconds.

C. Colored pictures made by Robert J. E. Hughes with an 8 mm. ; :

home movie camera

Hughes, standing at the intersection of Main and Houston

Streets (refer to scale mode.l), focused his camera up

TN Y g e

Main Street in an easterly direction photographing the
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approaching motorcade as it turned right on Houston

" Street. Hughes obtained a close-up view of the

Presidential car turning north and traveling on Houston
for a distance of 279 feet. . There the Presidential

car moved out of view after turning left into the Parkway
in front of the Texas School Book Depository Building.

The Hughes film runs about 17 seconds.
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MEMORANDUM

O3 J. Lee Rankin -

FEOM:  Norman Redlich

SUBJECT: Assignments of Messrs;.Redlicb endinsenberQI?;
K , s'f'”_i : 1% ‘;;" '5; _y’;s:;{.yf'rg:y;uﬁgg
',.The areas in which I am:working are as followss
‘1. The extent to which the evidence being reviewed by the

Commission should be made open to the public after submission et
of the Report. X et o L Jone

2. Review of the preliminary memoranda prepared by the various
staff members. - ;

g ;3." Review of the testimony of the witnesses appearing before E
* the Commission. i

k. Study of assassination f£ilms to locate position of car
when shots hit President Kennedy and Governor Connally.

5..‘Wound ballistics to determine paths of bullets before snd P
. after penetration. o S PR

6. Coordination of efforts in area of Oswald as a possible ’
' agent of a Government department. . '

‘7. I also consider it part of my responsibility to review all , )
of the underlying materials, including the major Ruby reports.bj;

From the nature of these areas, most of them must be worked on
concurrently, although priority is being given to items 1 and 2.

The areas in which Mr. Eisenberg is working are as follows:

l. Cataloging the evidence in the FBI's possession and the
exhibits introduced into evidence in connection with the -
Marina Oswald deposition. (This involves obtaining trans=-
lations, identification of photographs and books, and making

. up descriptive lists and cross- indexes.) T

2, Working with me on the problem of studying assassination ix
films to locate car position when bullets hit President
Kennedy and Governor Connally. Lty b e
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is best evidenced by the fact that since this memo was written

-2.

'3+ Developing expert knowledge in certain areas of criminal
investigation with a view toward assisting Messrs. Ball
and Balia in the evaluation of the ¢vidence eoncerning
the assassination and related events. These areas, in
the following order of priority, are: weapon identlification; - .
ballistics; paraffin tests; fingerprint and palm print RPN &
evidence; handwriting identifications. - = 4 u":""ff::

L., Mr. Eisenberg also considers it his responsibility to review
the major underlying materials. RS B . A

Two legal questions which you sent to us, éealing with the
Comuission's subpoena powers and the effect of an oath. administered
by the staff, have been assigned to Mr. Mosk. . T

The difficulty of assigning priorities to our areas of work

I have been assigned the job of preparing the questions for R
James Martin which has assumed ;Qp_priority ove:.everythingnelse.ﬂ:'”
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VIEMORANDUNM 57;mft/ March 20, 19064
TO: J. Lee)&ankin -
Ry ,
FROM: Edward A. Conroy

;John J. O'Brien

SUBJECT: Iteés for Possible Ingquiry

AT your osuggestlon we have set forth below speccific
questions whilch have occurred to us while working on the
chronology. We have not included such broad areas of inquiry
asg Oswald's Mexican trip or Ruby's Cuban trip, ete. In all
probability many of these items 'may have alrezdy been con-
sidered., However, some of them may be worthy of further
study or action., :

1. Jack Ruby malntalned a safe-deposit box (No. 4&8) -

at the Merchants' State Bank in Dallas. In Commission 736,

- page 379 1t states that Captain Will Fritz accompanied by
Detective B. L. Shenkle and William F. Alexander, Assistant

. District Attorney, Dallas County, opened Ruby's safe-deposit
box. It was empty. Virtually all banks require individuals
opening safle-deposit boxes to sign a book or sheet. IHowever,
it is obvious that under certaln circumstances this could be
circumvented., Therefore, in view of the box being empty,

. perhaps 1t would be desirable to make inquiries of bank per=~
sonnel to determine if any access was had to the box by
unknown persons in the interim period between Ruby's last
recorded entry into the box and Captain Fritz! examination of
the box? .

2. No lingerprints were found on the three spent
cartridge casings found by the window. Would the firinz of a
cartridge of this type in the rifle have the effect of regoving
prints from the cartridge casing?

3. ©Oswald was taken into custody by the Dallas police
at approximately 2:00 p.m..on November 22, 1953. He remaincd
in Their custody until he was shot at approximately 11:25 on
November 24, 1963, Does“the Commission have any direct testi-~
mony or information from the individuals who were guarding
him regarding his comments, actions, etc., as distingulished
from official statements by Dallas police spokesmen, most of
which seem to be in the nature of a summary?

cc:  Mall Room Files
Mr. Rankin's Chron Fille
Mr., Conroy
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