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DATE: 	5-15-74 

The U. S. Supreme Court on 5-13-74 denied certiorari 

in captioned suit and let stand a District of Columbia Circuit 

Court decision which sanctioned withholding,  information con-

tained in FBI investigatory files pursuant to the FOI?.. 

In 1970, Earold Weisberg requestecl, through the 

Department of Justice, FBI records concerning the results of 

spectrographic analyses of bullets, bullet fragments, garments 

and other objects connected with the assassination of President 

Kennedy. His request was denied on the ground that the records 

were part of an investigatory file compiled for law enforcement 

purposes and exempt from disclosure pursuant to exemption (b) (7) 

of the FOIA. 

He subsequently filed suit in the U. S. District 

Court, Washington, D. C., lost, and appealed to the Unite,9. 

States Circuit Court. A three-judge panel of that Court 

ruled against the Government, holding that information must 

be disclosed from FT3rinvestigatory files unless an ongoing 

investigative matter would be prejudiced thereby. The Govern-

ment petitioned the Circuit Court for a hearing en Banc, which 

was granted. The full Court affirmed the District Court 

opinion, interpreting exemption 7 as mandating that as Ion.: 

as materials were contained in investigatory files, they were 

exempt from public disclosure. 
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that Act. It must be pointed out, however, the FBI remains 
under Attorney General Order 526-73 which directs release of 
our files older than 15 years to historical researchers. 
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