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A letter was received from Harold Weisberg of E attstown, Marylond, *
- enclosing his book, entitled *Whitewash - the report on tie Warren Lepor,, '
' He believed that immediate and unequivocal explanations are réquired from
the FBI in connection with the FBI's report to the President's Commission, .
I'He specifically demanded answers to three items, . P
> (1) Relating to the number of bullets which were involved in the N,
assassination he suggests five were fired, The Commission's report concludes 3
three shots were fired, : '

(2) He states that in testimony before the President's Commission
evidence was not introduced as to the spectographic anzlyses of a bullet and
fragments, This is absolutely incorrect, since the testimony of 2 ¥BI -

~ Laboratory expert concerning spectographic analyses is set forth in the
Commission's report, - -

(3) Weisberg alleges the whole bullct (located on Covernor Connally’s
stretcher) hacd been wiped clean and that the F2I Laboratory exsert tastif: g ‘
that the cleansing of the bullet was not complete and that foreign maiter remained
in the grooves of the bullet, This is inaccurate since our Laboratory exper:
testified the bullet was clean when he received it and thit there was no blood
or tissue present, : | o JUL 1 E3

Weisberg formed his opinions after rveéding,the FBIropornis to the
President's Commission dated 12/9/63 and 1/13/64, Both of these are loc.icd

int ional Archives and are available to the public, ' >
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-Memorandum to Mr,. DeLoach
~Re: ASSASSINATION OF PRESIDENT
an- gomxr FITZGERALD KENNEDY

i -

_ % In connection with.our original-report to the Commission on 5
. 12/9/63, the Commission credited the Bureau by saying this report wasof, -~ -
. -principal importance to them. Weisberg, in his book, describes this o
report in part as ''neat, clean, colorful and optically attractive rendition of
such tenuous content that a self- respecting undergraduate lawyer would Lot
hesitate to take it into an uncorrupted court. o Ho

- His 208-page book has been reviewed. It is a vitriolic and dizbolical
g criticism of the President’s Commission, the FBI, the Secret Service police.
] agencies and other branches of the Government relating to the assassination
-Investigation, Weisberg attempted to have his bool published by 163 different
publishers both in the United States and Europe, all of whom refused. Ee
‘thereafter personally published a limited number and had it copyrighied in _
August, 1965, Weisberg, 'in his own comments stated, "In writing this book
the author has had but one purpose. That was to show that the job assigned
to and expected of the President's Commission on the assassination of John F,
Kennedy has not been done,™ Weisberg has distorted the truth regarding -
the investigation of the assassination and has set forth his own theories ang
- deductions of what should have been done. Ilusiraive of this, he contends
‘the President was shot from both the front and back, and that another con-
spirator was therefore involved with Oswald. His book is full of errors and
inconsistencies, ' :

Due to the inaccuracies, falsehoods and deliberate slanting of facts
to fit his own purpose, coupled with Weisberg's subversive background
(memorandum Mr., Rosen to Mr. DeLoach, 6/1/ 66, attached) it is noi felt

“the Bureau should add dignity or credibility to him by acknowledging his
communication, o : =

ACTION:

That Weisberg*s communication not be acknowled ged.
; S
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.theory is completely in error as it is obvious he has not
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Memorandum to Mr. DeLoach
'RE: ASSASSINATION OF PRESIDENT
 __JOHN FITZGERALD KENNEDY

AILS:

: A letter was received from Harold Welsberg
enc1081ng his book entitled * Whitewash - the report
on the Warren Recport." He stated, in the book will be
found quotations from the Director's testlmonj and that -
of FBI Agents that he believes require immediate ana
uneguivocal explanatlons ‘He specifically pointeé to
three items vhich,-in his opinien, It voula seer no
question of National security can be involveé."

_Welsberg indicated ‘that in the brief discussion of he
assassination in the report to the commission it was said
thet three shots vere fired, of which two hit the President
and one the Governor. Weisbhberg is rcferring to our
initial report of December 9, 19563, furnished to the
Commission. 'He read into this commeznt thet this report
did not account for the bullet that hit the curbstone
and that the bullet that did not kill the President siruck e o
him in the back, not the neck and did not go through . gdiiiia
his body. He ~=id this did not account for the wound b - S N
the front of the President's neck and therefore theorized
at least five bullets were fired. Pt

‘This matter has beeﬂ thorouchliv covered v
sebarate memorandum as it relates to the article subnlished

-

in"“heha'ﬁugtqq Past®* dated May 29, 1566. YC;H;EIQ’S

conducted thorough research into this matter as &all ertinent

information is available in the "President's Commicsion on
the Assassination of President Kennecy Report.®

In Weisberg's second point he states that in
testimony before the Commission, eviczace was EEER
introducéed as to the spectrogravhic analvsis of z bullet
and various bullet fragments. This is not correct since
the Laboratory examiner's testimonv to the Commission
indicates that these items were examined spectrographically
and were found to be similar in composition.  Thz Tabaraeory
examiner further pointed out that such similaritiv of
comp051tlon does not necessarily mean theat the fragments
came from a varticular bullet. Testimony as to the

; rograbﬁlc comparison &ppears in Volume v, pages 67,
#o, 73, 74 and in Volume XV, page 700.
-

>4 " In Weisberg's third point he states that the _
Laboratory expert testified that the bullet from Governorg
Connally's stretcher had been wiped clean. This is mot
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Memorandum toerﬁsbeLoach
~RECBPASSASSINATION OF PRESIDENT
&  JOHN FITZGERALD KENNEDY

‘ @. The expert testified the bullet was elean vhen he’
Teceived it and that mo blood or tissue viaich ‘would :
interfere with the firearms examination vas present., . : Pt s
(Volume IIT, pages 428 and 429). with regard to Veisbergls = -

: 1 i bullet could. ba AL
"with either the Presicdent's body
there-was, in faet “ga :

or the Governo:!s,body,
tissue on the bullet for
evidence was received in

AR

G The bullets, one from Governor_Conn;;ly‘s ;

- . stretcher and the two bullet fragments “iom £i. ks e vyl seat . -
area of the limousine were identified with Oswerars rifle &,
and were found to be physically the same
Mannlicher-Carcano ammu :

bullet fragments from the limousine, the President's head

and the~Governor'sxwrist, were only pie

in metallic composition to the leald cora portion of

Jestern 6.5 mm.ammunition. These lead fragments anc the

lead smears on the windshield of the lizousine ané the

lead resicue found .on the curbing at the scene, which the
Cortnission thoroughly investigated, do nNoT pPossess
characteristic compositions

their positive identificatio

as Vlestern 6.5 mm
nition components, The other Dossible -

=3

ces of lead, similar

Oor shaves which would permit
n'as fragments or smears o=
specific bullets, : ' S

In connection with the backgroung of ‘Weisberg
himself, he was the subject of a Seéparate memorandum,
4 copy of which is attached. '

..~ Weisberg's book has been revieved., It is a

6" by 99.paperbound'book, obviously cheaply prepared ang

its selling price is indicategd as $4.95. The book vas
cobyrighted by Weisberg in 1965, ancd on the cover it states

*The book that couldnit be printed.” In this respect it-

is of importance to note in the preface Weisberg stated +he

book was offereg to 63 United States book publishers during

a8 l4-month period ang of these 623 publishers, 21 had so

little interest they declined even to reac the book. 1In —
- addjaten, 11 offers were mace by Weisberg to vublishers in-
8 oreign countries, none of whom accepted his offer. In
-al ‘{eisberg stated 103 offers of this book were made, not |
eAmting repeaters. _He indicategd following refusals of
publishers to print his book he preparec a limited ecition
vandxgqpyrighted-it in August, 1965, '




Memofandﬁm to Mr, béLoach
RE: ASSASSINATION OF PRESIDENT
- OFIN FITZGERALD KENNEDY

Id

In Weisberg's ovn words he savs his booXk is more
an an analysis of the investigation of the assassination §
oI the late President. "It is a commentary of the freedom rm
of the press, the underpinning of the écmocfatinsociety,. L
and a peasure of the state of that BOCIELy Mo

-

nth

Following a review of this book it wes determined - s S
it is nothing more. than a vitriolic and diabolical ‘ ot
eriticism of the President's Commission and the FBI

relating to the assassination of Presicden
indicated the superficial and immature manner in which +he
report cdeals with the Possibility of a consnireacy or of

8@ different assassin is only one of the ways in which the
Commission may have crijpled itself., EHe contended i toule
have been better if the Commission had hal its own stafs
of investigators and restricteg the use o the F2I ang
Secret Service to technical services. ~ ¥

t Keanedy. BHe

Weisberg indicateg his book is &n attempt %o
"analyse the renort itself exclusively on the basis of
- the Commission's own information.® t is no:ted that of the
13 chepters in this book he guotes the Commission's
coms £indings extensively but thereafter inserts his ovm
©© ‘comments and theories as to what should have bzen done. In
‘every instance concerning all phases of *he investicazion
and the findings, he was critical. 1In Chapter 9 vhere he
discusses the witnesses and their treatment he Ssadccc. there
are alwavs those people who suddenly sce a chance o
become important, to themselves, to those for whom thev

will testify, to their circle of friends ancd to the wor

1¢d
at large. He also said that there are nervous people and
neurotics. inevitably there are those who have axes to ¢=ind -

hatrecds-or dislikes to be indulged, anéd political objectives
to be attained. From these comments it would appear that
Weisberg is adequately describing himself. it

_ Weisberg said in respect to the Commission's
report, “What is most lacking in this report is analysis.®
He has delved into the scientific findings ané arrived
at his own conclusions without apparent background relating

é;ggg;gntific research.
"3 Weisberg claimed the Commission's renor:t was

i
abhr@antly clear that it distorts ang misrepresents the
Cohmission's information on Oswald's politics. He claims

when the Commission. did this, “Can there be eny reesson for Y, -
thi¥ except a desire to fool the public?" He also contended e,

- whenever possible the Commission's report infers 'inefficiency
of the Federal bureaucracy. '
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3DeLoach'
RE: ASSASSINATION OF PRIESIDENT
“JOHN FITZGERALD KENNEDY
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“Neisberg referred to the "Invcuylga*l cn of
ssible Conspvracy“ involving Oswald. The Commicsi
ncluced there is no credible evidence that Lec Her

Osvrald was part of a conspiracy to ass ssinate Presi
Kennedy. Weisberg said "On both counts the ‘report i

wron@. - First, it had more than evideace of a.
conaniracy, it had irrefutable proof. Second, the
Commission had highly credible evidence that Lee Harvey :
Oswald was, in fact, part of this conspiracy." leisberg
continues page after page in this particular vein of s
thinking. "He criticized the Secret Service, the result

of the autopsy examination and the bullet and- Lrannvnta
recovered, and the nature of the wounds of Presicent
Kennedy. It is guite obvious he has failed miserably in
attemptlng to reconstruct the facts in their rrozer ligat.

In the author s conclusion he 1nalcaped in

writing this book, the author has had but one purbose.
That was to show that the job assigned ané expected of
the President's Commission on the assassination of
John F. Kennedy has not been done. He then continues

can the job really be done regardless of the coasegucnees.

Weisberg said, "“Who can solve this crime?" Not tne courts, o
for there is no cuestion which cen be taken to cahr». Not
the Commission, for it has already both failed znéd closed
up, its work unfinished." Therefore he sezid "Onlj Conr:ess
remains.”

Basecd on Weisberg's inadequate research he contended
the Presicdent was shot from both front and back. " “Nothing
else makes scens2. Nothing else is possible." He stated
“There was not a single assassin, Oswald or anv
there was at least one conspiracy - to Xkill the

Vieisberg referred to an FII renort hz ohscrved
in theé National Archives which was carefully prepared
c¢ocument and once of the initial renorts furnisheé to the
President's Commission which the Comnission commenced us for.
Weisherg described this report as "a tissue so th;n ané a
polemic so undisguised that it would cemean labors of a hick
police force investigating the purloining of a desiccated _
flgupader.® He further described this report as a “"Xeat, ., eeu
Tean, colorful and optically attractive rendition ol such
nuous-content that a self-respecting undergraduzte woulcd
Qf“ttaue to-take it into an uncorrupted court.t :

e
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8 appears Weisberg, by publishing his bool, ig?
tempting to establish controversy and to expound his

ersonal theories and deductions concerning the. | .
assassination investigation. This bock is full of errors’
and irconsistencies ang Weisberg has distortegd the truth
relating to the a&ssassination investigztion. Dpue to

information containeg in his book ang I’

‘elsbergts backgrouhd,
the Bureau shoulg not .add

-add dignity or credibility to him
by answering his communication. : -
;
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