
B
y W

arren H
inckle 

T
h
e o

th
er d

ay
 th

ere w
as a rep

o
rt fro

m
 th

e 
,C

uckoolandia of W
ashington, D

.C
., that after a half-

*decade of open sesam
e the F

B
I w

as agitating to roll the 
rock back against the tom

b of its files. 

W
illiam

 H
. W

ebster, w
ho sits in the exalted chair 

once w
arm

ed by the rum
p of J. E

dgar H
oover, said that 

it w
as costing the bureau too m

uch in tim
e and m

oney 
an

d
 in

fo
rm

ers d
esertin

g
 th

e sh
ip

 o
f sp

y
craft to

 
.co

n
tin

u
e tellin

g
 citizen

s u
n
d
er th

e F
reed

o
m

 o
f 

nform
ation A

ct just w
hat the F

B
I has been doing to 

-them
 all these years. 

T
he new

s of the FB
I's new

 urgency to close its barn 
d
o
o
r w

as read
 in

 R
o
h
n
ert P

ark
 w

ith
 a p

articu
lar 

pittersw
eetness by a 76-year-old by the nam

e of S
am

 
IK

rieger. 

H
e's the form

er C
om

m
unist P

arty organizer w
hose 

p
lace in

 th
e h

isto
ry

 o
f th

at p
arty

 is th
at in

 1
9
2
5
 h

e 
introduced W

hittaker C
ham

bers, the notorious turn-
coat, into the rites of belonging to the C

.P
. O

ver the last 
year K

rieger has been pursued by goblins of this past 
long shelved. 

I rep
o

rted
 last y

ear th
at K

rieg
er. h

ad
 b

een
 

w
rongfully identified in a popular book as a. convicted 

m
urderer w

ho had jum
ped bail and fled to R

ussia in 
1929 to be treated royally by the reds. T

he book w
as 

about the H
iss-C

ham
bers case and w

as at that tim
e 

being prized by the east coast sm
art set as the F

inal 
S

olution to that grand political opera of the 1950s in 
that it found A

lger H
iss guilty as charged of lying. T

he 
book w

as called "P
erjury." 

It took true grit for K
rieger to put his story in the 

p
ap

er sin
ce it m

ean
t sh

arin
g
 h

is C
.P

. p
ast w

ith
 h

is 
neighbors in R

ohnert P
ark, a proper m

iddle-class slurb 
near S

anta R
osa. 

K
rieger persisted in this because he believed that 

n
o

t o
n

ly
 h

ad
 h

is id
en

tity
 b

een
 m

isrep
resen

ted
 in

 
''P

erjury;" but the w
ay he read it, the w

hole book w
as a 

lie. H
e thought that by nailing one lie he could help the 

tru
th

. 

• 
T

ruth is bought and paid for like other things and 
it has cost S

am
 K

rieger. It has cost him
 and his w

ife 

S
A

M
 K

R
IE

G
E

R
 O

F
 R

O
H

N
E

R
T

 P
A

R
K

 
H

is
 re

p
u

ta
tio

n
 w

a
s

 v
in

d
ic

a
te

d
 —

 to
o

 la
te

 

S
adie the privacy of their retirem

ent. It has cost them
 

doctors' bills and acupuncturists and shrinks for the 
stress O

f the year-long battle. A
nd although he w

on the 
libel suit he brought against the author and publisher 
of the book, S

am
 K

rieger has com
e out behind in real 

m
oney. 

A
ll this tim

e K
rieger w

as w
aiting for a letter from

 
the F

B
I. A

 letter w
hich cam

e, he says, too late. 

T
w

o years ago K
rieger w

rote the bureau, request-
ing his files under the F

reedom
 of Inform

ation A
ct. 

A
m

endm
ents passed in 1974 to the original L

B
J-era 

toothless legislation required that F
O

IA
 requests be 

replied to w
ithin ten "w

orking days." S
enator E

dw
ard 

M
. K

ennedy, one of the sponsors of the liberalizing 
leg

islatio
n
, said

 th
at w

ith
o
u
t it th

e F
B

I an
d
 o

th
er 

branches and stum
ps of governm

ent w
ould continue 

"to
 d

elay
, resist an

d
 o

b
stru

ct p
u
b
lic access to

 
governm

ent inform
ation." 

A
llen W

einstein, the S
m

ith C
ollege professor w

ho 
w

rote "P
erjury," had defended him

self in the m
agazine 

N
ew

 R
epublic against the assertions of K

reiger and 
other persons he had interview

ed for his book that they 
had been grievously m

isquoted. W
einstein jum

ped all 
over K

rieger, calling him
 in effect a liar for insisting 

that he w
as not the escape-to-R

ussia "C
larence M

iller." 
W

ein
stein

 h
ad

 id
en

tified
 h

im
 as th

at p
erso

n
 in

 a 
footnote to the book and said he had later som

ehow
 

returned from
 R

ussia to "retirem
ent in. C

alifornia." 

K
rieger said he had told W

einstein during their 
interview

 that he had once used C
larence M

iller as a 
"party nam

e" but w
as not the other C

larence M
iller, 

w
ho w

as a w
ell-know

n leader of the G
astonia, N

.C
., 

textile strike. T
he professor insisted he had copious 

proof of the existence of a K
rieger-M

iller. T
his proof 

consisted of a tape recording he never produced and an 
eyew

itness w
ho never m

aterialized. W
einstein also 

insisted there w
ere "F

B
I docum

ents" that proved S
am

 
K

rieger's double life. A
nd, he said, K

rieger looked like 
M

iller. 

K
rieger once again requested his files from

 the 
FB

I. T
his w

as June of 1978. O
n M

ay 10, 1979, he received 
his answ

er. 

T
he letter from

 the B
ureau said that, "since 1952," 

o
n
 th

e b
asis o

f co
m

p
ariso

n
 o

f p
h
o
to

g
rap

h
s an

d
 

fingerprints, "the F
B

I w
as able to positively establish " 

that C
larence M

iller and S
am

 K
rieger are tw

o different 
individuals." 

T
hank you very m

uch. T
he F

B
I had know

n this for 
27 years. "P

erjury" w
as published in 1978, basing its 
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Man's Past 
conclusions in large part on FBI documents Weinstein 
had obtained — under the Freedom of Information 
Act. 

How could this be? Krieger could get no satisfacto-
ry answer for this question because he had, alas, two 
weeks earlier settled his libel suit against Weinstein. 
Everyone had said they were sorry and they supposed 
Krieger wasn't Clarence Miller, after all. The publisher, 
Alfred A. Knopf, agreed to put erratum slips in unsold 
copies and correct any future editions and the New 
Republic, which Krieger had also sued, said it would 
print an apology and all three defendants agreed to pay 
Krieger the princely sum of $17,500. 

Krieger's own legal costs by this time were almost 
$15,000. That wasn't counting some $4000 to be paid 
back to retired old left Cotati chicken farmers and 
other friends and volunteers who loaned him money 
when he started the lawsuit. 

What disturbs Krieger is the dates. He received the 
FBI letter in Rohnert Park on May 10 — but it was 
dated by the bureau in Washinton, D.C., on April 24. In 
the intervening time, he had settled the lawsuit. If he 
had the FBI's unqualified statement that Weinstein was 
dead wrong, Krieger says he would never have settled. 
Now his attorney tells him it's too late. 

Krieger can't help but speculate about the delay. 
He wonders if that information got to anyone else. He 
wonders if the FBI didn't have a hand in the whole 
matter since Weinstein's book largely exonerated the 
bureau's position in the Hiss-Chambers controversy. 

I called Special Agent Charles Wroblewski in the 
FOIA section of the FBI. What about the dates? "If it 
was dated April 24, that's the day it went out," he said. 
"That's the way things work around here." It is perhaps 
the ghost of the Hiss case. People are still arguing about 
the serial numbers on Hiss' typewriter. 

Sam Krieger isn't a very big drinker but the other 
day he was in Lombardi's Market in nearby Cotati 
buying half-gallons of vodka and scotch and stuff to fill 
the convivial glass. He's throwing a big Fourth of July 
party to celebrate, even if it did cost him an arm and a 
leg to prove his point. "I think it helped the truth," he 
said of one man's small victory. 
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