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Chapter 3

THE UNSECRET SECRET

As though hoping that, if it were ignored, it would, somehow, go away, the Commission did try to ignore the existence in 1963 of a training camp for the anti-Castro forces on the shores of Lake Pontchartrain, even though it had been in the news. Directly north of New Orleans, across the 32‑mile causeway that connects it with the northern shore of Lake Pontchartrain, is Mandeville. To the east of Mandeville and slightly to the south, connected by U.S. Route 190, is Lacombe. It was in this area. (Although the official documents refer to but one camp, there is solid evidence that there was another, on what is known as "the lower coast," at Algiers, also the location of a government military installation. After the Bay of Pigs fiasco, I saw film of the second camp on T.V.) Revelation of the existence and the exposure of the camp did not get wide attention.

The New Orleans papers mentioned it, as they could hardly avoid doing, because on July 31 the FBI raided it. The Washington Post story of August 1 says:

Mandeville, La., July 31 (AP) -- FBI agents swooped down on a house in a resort section near here today and seized more than a ton of dynamite and 20 bomb casings.

An informed source said the explosives were part of a cache to be used in an attack on Cuba. But the FBI would only say that the materials were seized in connection with an investigation of an effort to carry out a military operation from the United States against a country with which the United States is at peace.

Although the United States severed diplomatic relations with the Fidel Castro government, the two nations technically are at peace.

The 20 empty 100 pound bombs, painted blue, were stored on a locked, screened‑in porch of a single story dwelling house. The FBI declined to identify the owner of the house or to say if any arrests had been made.

The location of the camp was in St. Tammany Parish, between Mandeville and Lacombe.

On April 23, 1963, seven months before the assassination, Jack Anderson had a lengthy article in Parade, a weekly newspaper supplement. It was entitled, "An Untold Story: How Castro Double‑Crossed the Gambling Syndicate." According to Anderson, the Time-Picayune description of Mike McLaney's position in Batista gambling circles is modest. And the losses were astronomical. Anderson's sources estimate the investment loss of the Nacional, where McLaney's casino was, at $7,000,000,000. The gamblers were separated from large sums of their money by the sale to them of pesos at cut rate. These are now worthless, except inside of Cuba, where the gamblers are not and are not likely to go.

Anderson also reported what he, without exaggeration, described as the "most bizarre experience" of all those "in this double‑cross and triple‑cross." He was referring to the "commandant who policed" the McLaney casino. That worthy traveled around in a Cadillac and with beautiful girls. He told McLaney at their first meeting, "You are going to pay." McLaney paid him off by letting him win at the gaming tables, where his appetite was "rapacious," only later to find out he was "a complete phony," not an official at all.

The gamblers expected a "shakedown." McLaney told Anderson he was hit for $102,000.00 in "back wages.”

It can be understood that the McLaneys did not love Castro. It can also be understood that the FBI perhaps had reasons for originally declining to identify the owner of the house where the munitions were stored. Later, when we go into their probable source, this reluctance may be more comprehensible. This was quite a camp, with quite a history.

The Associated Press returned to this raid in its March 4, 1967, coverage of the Garrison investigation, as did the New Orleans States‑Item. Both said there had been 48 cases of dynamite as well as firing caps and napalm. Both described the cottage as "unoccupied." Both identified the owner as William Julius McLaney, of New Orleans. Both also said the McLaneys had lived in Cuba until 1960 when, according to Mrs. McLaney (her husband seems never to have been available to the press), Castro made things impossible for their "tourist business."

Mrs. McLaney was quoted as saying the house "had been loaned to a Cuban exile friend she knew only as 'Jose Juarez.'”

If Castro had then known what Jack Anderson was to write in his syndicated column of May 4,1963, it is doubtful that he would have released McLaney and certain he would not have apologized. Anderson wrote:

The story that American adventurers tried to bomb a Havana oil refinery, though it caused a bigger blast in the newspapers than in Havana, gave oil men the nervous skitters.

It also brought to light an earlier incident, never reported In the public print, which occurred during the Cuban Bay of Pigs fiasco.

A freedom fighter plane, loaded with bombs, radioed that it was over the Esso refinery in Havana and asked permission to bomb it, along with the nearby Texaco and Shell refineries.

Destruction of the three big facilities would have paralyzed the Castro war machine within weeks. But the CIA command post ordered the plane to ignore the refineries and look for gun emplacements to bomb.

Later, Mike McLaney, an American gambler who ran a casino in Havana and stayed on for 18 months after Castro’s takeover, sent the CIA a detailed plan for Knocking out the three refineries. But instead of getting his plan approved, McLaney got an urgent phone call warning him not to attempt such a thing under any circumstances.

Establishment of such an installation as this camp once would have been considered an act of international unfriendliness, if not an act of war. Norms, of diplomacy and relations between countries have changed since World War II. Nonetheless, the existence of this military installation, where Cubans prepared for an invasion of Cuba that was plotted on U.S. territory, violated American law and was counter to declared national policy at least since the end of October 1962.

There is little doubt that only the CIA could get away with both this violation of law and this opposition to national policy.  There can be little doubt that those Americans engaged in the training of Cubans in Florida for the coming invasion of Cuba were doing so for the CIA.  The CIA is and has been a law unto itself, making policy on its undemocratic own.  It had been the “invisible government.”

So those who read the brave statement of the Commission that it called the shots as it saw them about U.S. investigative and intelligence agencies in the context of the vast effort the Commission made to shelter these agencies will not be surprised at what follows. Others, I hoped, will be shocked.
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