Mr., J. Lee Rankin

receiving any assistance frowm the Comﬁittee, He could not
recall the name of this Cuban but he Believes the Cuban is
still employed at Parkland llospital. The other contacts
Heighan had with him worc’"drop=-in" viaicag?y Heitman whan
Heitman was in the vicinity of the Lakewood Building in
Dallas. Heitman would stop and ask whether he knew of tne
existence of a certain Cuban or a Cuban group. He had always
cooperated to the best of his ability with the FBI agents.

When asked concerning his knowledge of the '"Jyfe'' group among
the Cubans, he stated that he knew very little about the
various Cuban groups such as the Jure, the Student’s Kevo-
lutionary Directive or the Scgundo Frente del Escambray. He
stated that he knew of their existence but never became in-
terested in their political views or their differences of
opinion, He stated that the Catholic Cuban Rélief Committee
"eut through all these groups' and the assistance of the
Committee was given to anyone that needed it regardless of
tneir political views. He did state, however, that he knew
that the Jure group supported Manugl Rey of Puerto Rico as
the successor to Castro. He stated that he considered Jure -o
be a rather militant group and that he had been informed b
Sylvila Odio that they had frequently contacted her requesting
her to give them her support and to lend her name to their
cause. He stated that Sylvia Odio told him that she wished
to stay clear of this organization because the position of
her parents in Castro's prison was very precarious. He stated
that he had no recollection of Manuel Bodriguez, George,F.
Parrel or any of the officers of the Segundo Frente de? °
Escambray coming to his attention in connection with his
work among the Cubans. '

S

: He denied knowing anything about Lee Harxﬁy Oswald prior to
: ! November 22. He stated that sometime in December 1963 Sylvia
j Odio informed him that a group of Cubans had brought Oswald to
(  her apartment. She told him she discussed this matter fully
with FBI agents early in December. Subsequent to his living
in New Orleans, Sylvia Odio had written a letter to him in

If Sylvie Odio_ 5diacu-saod this matter fully" with the FBI, -
the single paragraph Agente/Hosty (the "Oswald" expert) and
Odugigave it in their report of Deceamber 19, 1963 (above)

early govermment intent to igno or play down this visit
of the three men, one The False Cswald, 8ll three seemingly
connected with the CI). See also File 1553, which follows,
and WHITEWASH, "The False Oswald"™ and - WASH II, "The
Hoover Diversion",

rdly a reflection of it. That report does show the T T s e
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which she again stated that she had discussed her meeting e v
of Oswald with Government officials. Father/McChann was not b

certain whether she meant that she had had another discussion
wich the FBI or whether she had talked to somcone else about
the subject. He felt that Sylvia/Odio's aggravated mental
condition since November 22 was daused by her concern that
the Cuban community might become involved in some way with
the assassination in view of their association with Oswald
shortly before the assassinationm. She fainted at her cm-
ployment when she learned of the assassination of_President
~ Kenng¢dy "and the arrest of Oswald.) However, he stated that
/' “she 'is inclined to be highly dramatic¢ and she may be build-
ing up her belief in an association with Oswald out of all
proportion to what it was, if, in fact, there was any. He
believed that any association with Oswald was extremely
limited and confined to the one instance in which Oswald is
alleged to have visited her home with a "group from the Jure',
N He denied ever having a discussion with Sylvia Odio as to the
' identity of this group and denied ever hearing the name
Leopgldo mentioned other than in connection with this visit.
He did state, however, that it is inconceivable that Oswald
?ﬁwas brought to Sylvia Odio and introduced to her by amnyone
! from the Jure other than. somecone well known to her. He said
a man by the name of ''Alentada', who is said to be the repre- .
sentative for the Jure group in Dallas, would know who was I
active in the group. Alentada is said to be a Certified L
Publec Accountant in Dallas and frequently came to Mrs. 0Odio et
looking for help for Jure. -

s

Sylvia Odio is described as about 26 years of age who now
lives with her three small children and her sister, Sarjta
Odio, (single, 23 years of age) at 4223 West Lovers Lane,
Dallas, Texas, telephone FL 7-6878. Another sister, Ann&é
Laurie Odio, (single, 18 years of age) is now living in ©=
Miami, -
Father McChann says he did not know Sylvia Odio prior to-
March 1963 when she came to Dallas from Puerto Rico, but

that he knew her sister, Sarita, in connection with the Qg}én

———— e - . e .

It is "inconceivable that Oswald was brought to Sylvis vdio...by snyone from ‘
Jure other then someone well known to her."™ From this is would seem that the se

soemomwwny 160 Were not from JURE, met thet they didn't visit her. The handwritten notes, weem———"
discussed in the text, are mot in the copy of this letter printed by the Com- ‘
miagion (26H403). The same is true of some of the merkings end the word ntrip®
on pege 6. These men d1d leave on a trip (see File fsss).
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Rellef/éommlttcc, and that he also knew her younger sister,
Annlgf,aurle who was attending school in Dallas prior to
Mrs, @dio's arrival., He stated that when Mrs. Odio arrived
in Dallas, although she was ill for the first few months,
she made the acquaintance of persons like Mrs. SLonnell who
introducéd her to some very prominent people in Dallas. None
of these people assisted Mrs. Odio financially and the family
at that time was supported by funds furnished by the Catholic
¢ Cuban Committee and by selling some of the possessions they
had brought with them from PucrLo Rico, such as gold coins,
chelxy, etc.; they were living a very meager: existence and
wihen the children arrived from Puerto Rico there was a
real strain on their financial resources. Their situation
was complicated by Mrs. Odio's mental condition which required
psychofherapy periodically.

FatherJ&cChann was requested to call Mrs. Odio in an attempt
to secure from her the name of the Jure representative who
o ag
Vo accompanied Oswdld. He agreed to plaée tne call, stating
that if he could not induce her to tell him who the people
were, he could induce her to tell it to the proper authorities.
| He sald Sylvia Odio would be reluctant to give any information
. f waich might compromise her position among the Cubans or which
t would result in the Cubans being embarrassed or in any way
- connected with the assassination. This, of course, is not
quite consistent with her informing others in December that
Oswald was brought to her by members of the Jure.
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Father McChann stated that it was the duty of every citizen
to cooperate to the fullest extent in the Pre5149hc s Com-
missions's investigation and that he felt he was bound in
conscience to give whatever assistance he could. He said he
did not feel he was violating a confidence in giving any
information previously given since he had been informed by
Mrs. Odio that she had discussed this information with the
proper authorities. He did not realize at the time that she
had not made a full and frank disclosure of the names of the
people who brought Oswald to her.

AN

80 sketchy is the F report of its interview with Sylvie Odio of four end a
e helf months earlier, "4t doesn't even give the fictitious name of the second R T
men with “Oswald”, There is no reason to presume Mrs., Odio did not tell the FBI
everything she knew that it wanted, The inference here is that she was holding
back, which seems unwarranted. Note, however, the govermment did not show her
" smy of the numerous pictures of possible suspects. Its files bulged with suech
pictures. Hnd rederal 1ntent been serioua, no agent vould hava overlooked thiu._f
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Mr. J. Lee Rankin

FaghgrvﬁcChann said he did not feel he could call Mrs. Odio
in the'presence of Inspector Kelley and that he would %brefer
to talk to her privately, It was agreed that he would call
Mrs. Odio shortly after 6:30 pm, Central Standard Time,
April 30, and he was furnished the naecessary funds to make
the call. Upon his return to Inspector Kelley's room about

7:30 pm, he said he had made the call to Mrs. Odio in Dallas
and she was very anxious to discuss the entire matter. She
advised him the only information she could provide on the
people who visited her was that one of them said ne was
using the code name of Leopoldo,. that -the second man she
could identify as Eugenip isncros, and the third man was
introduced to her as Legn. Sne_said Leon did not. use_the
name of Oswald in her presence put that she recognized him
after November 22 as being the same man who was arrested for

Ehe“ass§§$}qa;ipn of Presideng Kennedy.  She further described
the men as being "greasy lookinj Cubans -- more like Mexicans
than Cubans although they did not have Mexican accents'., She

stated they said they were members of the Jure and they Rpad a

Tetter in Spanish which they wished her to translate into
English, for the purpose of sending copies .of this letter to
United States companies to secure funds for their cause, She
further stated that in the course of the conversation the man
she now identifies as Oswald spoke "a couple of words in
Spanish" and further, that the others informed her that the
were going to make a trip. These men did not enter her apart=-
ment or Sit QOWH. ohe said she was a little afraid of them
since she did not know them, although they used the under-
ground code word names of her father and mother and seemed
very familiar with her family and conditions in Cupa. Her
sister, Annie Laurie, who was now in Miami, was baby sitting
with Mrs. Odio%s children that evening, Mrs. Odio was ready
to go out and she never did ask the visitors to sit down.,

The entire conversation she had with them was in the doorway
of her apartment at the CrespvégdmApgrtments. She is not
able to fix the date any better than sometime in September of

1963. —_— = e,
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It is not in these documents, but when Mrs. VUdio distinguished betwesen Cubsans

snd Mexicans on the basis of appearance, the,ggl agents doubted her and took
ber onto the street for a test. As Latins walked pest, she ticked them off =
soccuretely, according to people known to me- and $o ber, not interviewed by
federsl agents, who knew they should, and not celled by the Cp%?iasion.
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Mrs.mqi;o sald she refused to assist them in their project .
of translating the letter saying she had no time to get mixed "
up in the affairs of the Jure, They left saying that they
would be in touch with her agrin. The man she says was
Leopoldo called her the next day and in part of the conver-
sation he told her that Lepn was willing to do anything; that
"he had laughed at the Cubans saying they had no "zguts' and
that it would be easy to kill Kengedy after the Bay off Pigs
. t+ invasion. Mrs. Odio said that wheen the group first came to
. the apartment they asked for her sister, Sarjta, and when the
- were told that Sarita was not there but that she was Sylvia,
they said 'Well, you are the onc we wanted to talk to anyway'.
Sylvia further said that she did not tell everything to the
FBI because they did not ask her these questions. She said
she felt that the FBI interviewed her improperly in that they 3
‘came to her place of employment and asked about her and inter- :
s " viewed her there, and it became a source of embarrassment to
C:: her and'she later quit her job at the Chemical/CQmpany partly .
on this account. a

Fatner/McChann insisted that in the latest conversation,

and in/most of the conversations he had with Sylvia about _
this matter, she insisted that the man she identified as \
Oswdld had a mustache, or at least he had not shaved recently;
that he was !'disgusting looking" because of his dark beard "
and unkempt appearance. '

In response to a question concerning a telephone call Mrs.
Odio is alleged to have made to New Orleans in recent months,
Father McChann said that she had never called him in New
Orleans but Sylvia had an aunt and uncle in New Orleans.
de ideantified the uncle as Dr, Auggsgipg¥6uitart, a physics
professor at Xayier University in New Orleans. He knows that
. Mrs. Odio frequently calls Dr. Guitart as he has been in
Guitart's home on occasions when she called. He said Dr.
Guitart has engaged in no political activities among the Cuban
groups in New Orleans or Dallas insofar as he knows.

e

This is e toned-down version of what the men really said about killing the
Pyggbgpnt. Mrs. Odio's testimony is quite explicit: "Presidsdt Kennedy should

S — been assassineted efter the Bay of Pigs...It is so easy to do it" (WHITE. "
WASH 153), But the Hogty-Odwm FBI report (sbove) concludes:“According to Miss
(sie) ODIO, LEOPOLDO {o1d them thst the Cuben people bore mo mslice toward
Pro;ident KENNEDY because of the Bay of Pigs episode”. Thus was the murder of
the President "investigated™, reported and "solved”, without mention or
investigation of the Cuban-refugee involvement.,




