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INVESTIGATION MADE BY
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DETAILS

SYNOPSIS

Inquiries in Miami leading to the identity and current
whereabouts of Fathar Walter MHacliann have been unsuccessful,
Juan Martin and "Leopoldo" hive not bsen identified by

sourc#s in Miami., Pefsonal int>rview of Rogelio Qisneros
Diaz disclosed he went to Dallas, Taxas, in June, 1963,

and contacted Sylvia Odio for the purpose of being introduced
to an Uruguayan for the purchase of small arms., Re-intervisw
of Rogelio Cisneros Diagz revmaled that the Uruguayan is
definitely identified as Juan Martin,

(A) INTRODUCTIONS

Reference is made to report submitted by the reporting agent dated April 24,
1964, Further roferencs is made to long distance telephone call from Inspsctor
Thonas J. yhlley, Chiot'n Office, on May 4, 1964, requesting further investigation
in this case, -

(B) GENERAL INQUIRIRS:

On_April 27, 1964, Vonsignorwyitzpatrick Catholic Digéeaa of Miami, was
reinterviswed relative to Fathar Walter Maclann, of Polish extraction. Monsignor
Fitzpatrick searched his officlal Catholic Directory, which has th® nam®s of all
. Catholic prissts working in the Unitodvétat”s, and the name of Fathar Walter
MacHann did not appear in the Dirsctory. Monsignor Fitzpatrick emphasized that
if Father Walter MacHann were assignod to the Miami Diocese he would lknow of hin,

0an the same date I personally interviewnad Sister V lliam, Director, Centro
Hispano Catolico (Catholic Spanish Ceator), 130 N Secénd Strest, Miami, Florida,
which assists all needy persons of Latin origin, including Cubans, relativ@ to
Father Walter MacHann, and she stated Father Walter MacHann was not known to her,
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Having the wrong neme msde it easier
not to find Father "MacHamn". He was
in New Orleans, interviewed by Sec-
ret Service Inspector Tom Kelley.

\

(U2




The neéme of the.arms desler was
beyond recollection, until the
Cubene knew the Sgcpgz Service.

' but emphasized he could not be certain,

L o= | 00-2-34,030

Siate:jilnam sugn etnd Vhat if Father Waltey/MacHann was balieved
te have cemd from Dallés, Texas, thut Lnguiry of sﬁn Gatholis Onanesry,
2122 Kidwell Street, Dallas, Texas, might disclose furthar information
ragarding Father MacHann, "

Discreet and extensive inquiries among Cuban sources in Miami lmading
to the identities of Juan Martin and "Iropolde" had been unsuocessful to date,

In accordance with long distance talsphone call from Inapector“}.(nllﬁy

~on May 4, 1964, RogolioJCIanroa was parsonally interviewsd at his residence, -

347 NE 36th Street , Miami, Florida, He further identified himself as Rogelio
CISNEROS Diaz, an officer of JURE at Mlami, Florida, and added that the name
"Eugonio® is his designated "war" nams, He stated that the JURE office in
lami is located at 1878 West Flagler, Miami, Florida,

Mr. Cisneros said he went to Dallas, Texas, from Miami, Florida, in
June, 1963, and had travelled there alons, by plan®, Mr. Cisneros fixsd the
date of his travel to Dallas as June, 1963, by assoclating othor events,

Mr, Cisnaros said that whm he travelled to Dallas thair JURR office

. in Dallas was already in opsration, having been established in May, 1963,

Rogelio Cisneros stated he went to Dallas, Texas, spacifically for the

. purpose of contacting Sylvig Odio who was to introducs him to a parson in
' Dallas who was interested in sslling them small arms, Cisneros said he

contacted Sylvia o only once, and at that time h» was accompanied omly
by Jorge Rodrigue Alvarada, their Dallas dslegate, and no one else,

Mr. Cisneros said he does not know Iropoldo, adding that Ilsopoldo is

~ not common as a Cuban name, and that so far as he knew, ILsopoldo waz not a

member of JURE in Dallas, He further stated he did not know Lson, eithar
as an_individual, or as a member of JURE of Dallas,

Francisco Gutierrez, a Dallas mrmb~r of JUR® at the timo Rogello
Cisnaros went there in June, 1963, when interviewed, also stated he did not
know Leopoldo noripggq.

Rognlio Cisnnros related that the man to whow Sylvia Odio introduced
him was believed to be an Uruguayan who was well known to Sylvia Odio from
previous contact in Cuba, Cisneros said ha did not approve of the Uruguayan's
tactics and had discontinued further nefitiations with him, Cisneros added
he did not recall the Uruguayan's nams and indicated it might be Lsopoldo,
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knew him, This traffic in weapons i
wes in violation of U@é. law and :

declared nationsl policy.
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The above information was made known to Inspﬂctqy/xalloy by mrans
of long distance telephon® 6all on May 5, 1964,

N After speaking with Inspector Keslley tha raporting agsnt recontacted
" Rogelio Cigneros by telephone and the name of Juan Martin was mantionsd to him,
Cisn~ros ‘dpontansously exclaimed that Juan Martin was the® name of the
Uruguayan who had been introduced to him by lev}u Odio, This was confirmed
by Francisco G inrros.

Cisneros then related that Juan Martin oporatos a well establishad
wash yourself laundry bslievoed to be known as "D » located near ones of
the biggest or principal bowling alleys in Dallaa, situatod on ons of the
‘mair streets, He stated he had made only one contact with Juan Martin at
the.laundry and, although he was not familiar with Dallas, the location of
the laundry was clarified for him by Francieco Gutierres, who was more familiar
with the City of Dallas,
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(J)  CONCLUSION3 | v ' .

Unless otherwise directed, the investigation of this matter at Miami
is considered closed,
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COMMISSION EXHIBIT No 2896— Continued

Before this report was written, the

Secret Sprvice hed interviewed the
priest. Five days earlier, as the
next document shows, the Inspec-
tor Kelley to whom Agent Tragon
phoned, hed seen him in New Orloana.

|
:{ i !

; t

ers e -S4 t,__w S —
|
{




, E | ‘ ' ' & Commission Exhibit 27‘/& J

-vg/’sv L TREASURY DEPARTMENT A T
o UNITED STATESjECRET SERVICE

WASHINGTON D.C. zozzo ‘

May Sy 1964

" OFFICE OF THE CHIRY?

Mr. Ja. Leq/Rankin

General Counsel

President's COmmisq;on on th . . 4
Assassination of President/Kennedy e o §

200 Maryland Avenue, N, E. ' o : ‘

Washington, D. C.

i

Attention: b@r.wsulswsonv

. Dear Mr. Rankin: .

L
Reference is made to your letter of April 22, 1964..

§.<:> *  Reverend Walter J. JﬁcChann was interviewed April 30, 1964, by

Insp;ctor/Kelley. He is a 26 year old priest presently attend-"
ing Loyola UnyberSLty, New Orleans, and is a lifelong resident
of Dallas) Texas. He spent a number of Summer vacatiomns in
Mexico and has a fair command of the Spanish language, and has
acted as the chaplain of the Cuban Catholic Committee of Dallas-
" sincle 1961. The Committee contacted employers in an attempt to
find places for Cubans to work. It organized religious and-
social functions in order to make Dallas a friendly place for
the Cubans who were sent there. 1In 1961 the organization had
no funds and solicited funds among the people of Dallas,

In March 1962 the Cuban Catholic Committees held a meeting in
Miami which Father McChann attended. At that time the Catholic
Relief Sérvxce set up a revolving fund for the Cubans in Dallas
_£6 furnish them relief until jobs could be found for them. A
" resettlement office was opened in Dallas and Father McChann was
given the responsibility for the conduct of the office. Joaquin
In;¥é,3a Cuban, who'was hired to take care of the office is
“still an officer in the Cuban Relief Committee at Dallas., Father
- McChann stated that he never attended any of the political meet-
ings of the Cuban groups that were represented by the Cubans in
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ﬁid the Secrat Servicm conductcd a resl invoatigation, boginning at even this lato .
dste, had the priest, who had been spiritual adviser to the Dallas Cubesn refugees,
_ been asked the questions he should have been asked and wasn't, a vast amount of

" evidence of Cuban involvement in the essassinstion would have resulted. This in=- ‘
cludes threats to kill the Proaii(t{:nt when he visited Dellas, proof of which still
exists. Had a real investigation besn made, the Report and its false conclusions
would have besn impossible. My sources were readily available to the government

ht woro oatontatiously and persietently avoidod.‘

Ll



| Mr. J. Lee Rankin

. them. He felt that it was a better policy for him to remain

5

Dallas, although he was often cajoled and entreated to attend

aloof from the differences of opinion that occurred amony "‘v7'{{}
the various Cuban groups represented by the Cuban population., '~

Father McChann stated that during his work with the Committee -

- he came to know Mrs.oggnnell who was interested in assisting ““:  

in the work of the Committee, and who was especially inter=-
ested in the welfare of Mrs. Syl%fa Odio, in view of Mrs,
Odio's mental condition. . '

He acknowledges knowing Mrs,“Eugegg Link, Alberft Tamaya,
Marcella Jnsua and Hector Is uerivd, all of whom he met during
his work With the Cuban CatHo}ic Committee. He also acknow- |
ledges, knowing Colonel and Mrs. Castor. He said Colonel Castor
is a retired Army Colonel. ' Mrs. Castor seemed generally in-
terested in the plight of the Cuban refugees, but that he

always felt that Colonel Castor was "playing the role of an
intelligence officer" in his contacts with the Cubans; that

he seems to be more interested in their political beliefs

 then their economic plight or their social problems in the

new country. He stated that he was introduced to John Mﬁrtin_
(Juan ¥hrtin) whom he described as a Latin but not a Cuban.

He stated that Mr. Martin came to Mrs. Sylvia Odio's apart-
ment one evening while he was there. Mr. Martin did not stay
very long and after he had left Mrs. Odio stated that Mr,
Martin represented a Cuban group or was doing a job for a
Cuban group in Dallas. Father McChann was under the im-
pression that Martin had an apartment or a house in Dallas,
but that he did not live in Dallas and had a family in some
other city. He stated that this was his only contact with
Martin but that Martin was apparently well known to Mrs. Odio.

- Father McChann said that while he was iﬁterested in the

Cuban groups in Dallas he was contacted about four or five
times by Wallace Heitman of the Dallas Officg’ of the Federal
Bureau of Investigation. He first made a coatact with Heitman
when it came to his attention that one of these Cuban refugees -
was extorting money from some other Cubans, was making false
promises to the Cubans, was a disruptive influence in the

Cuban community and was considered by Father McChann to be a
"political. Cuban" rather than a Cuban who was interested in

Phere are e number of John Martins in this story. Reference here seems to be to '“fL'
the srms man, With the early and regulsr contact between the priest and the ¥BI,
there is even less excuse for the full story n t being investigsted. With sll the -

o= many indications the bullet "found” et Parklesnd Hospital was planted, how strange I—

1% 18 that the FEI had no interest in this "politicel Cuben”, the extortionist and
disrupter, employed st the bospitel et that time snd enjoying the run of the place.
Ee hed the character Tequired and the opportunity. I am informed he also left Dellas
after the assassinstion, See WHITEWASH, "The Number of Shots",
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