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R
ecently declassified C

IA
 docum

ents pertaining to the 1963 
killing of President John F. K

ennedy show
 that the agency 

blocked the release of records to keep from
 acknow

ledging the 
bugging of the Soviet E

m
bassy in M

exico C
ity and other clan-

destine operations. 
T

he A
ssassination R

ecords R
eview

 B
oard, in releasing 39 

C
IA

 JFK
 docum

ents yesterday; said som
e w

ords and phrases 
w

ould rem
ain secret and in alm

ost every case found that "the 
redacted inform

ation contains no substantive inform
ation 

about the assassination of President K
ennedy or about L

ee 
H

arvey O
sw

ald," the m
an accused of killing the president in 

D
allas. 
In one case, the C

IA
 postponed releasing one paragraph of a 

long docum
ent that described the C

IA
's activities in M

exico 
C

ity after the assassination because it refers to "'the 1 O
cto-

ber intercept of L
ee O

sw
ald' and the possible existence of an-

other copy of that 'intercept' that w
as discovered after the as-

sassination." 
O

sw
ald's trip to M

exico C
ity betw

een Sept 27 and O
ct. 3, 

1963, and his visits to the C
uban and Soviet em

bassies there 
little m

ore than a m
onth before the K

ennedy assassination 
have been a focal point for m

any conspiracy theorists. 
A

lthough reports have been published that O
sw

ald w
as 

overheard talking on the telephone to the Soviet E
m

bassy, the 
C

IA
 has tried to keep secret its w

iretap operation, w
hich w

as 
carried out w

ith the cooperation of the M
exican governm

ent. 

T
he agency has argued that disclosing such past activities 

m
ight endanger sim

ilar, ongoing operations, in M
exico C

ity or 
elsew

here. 
C

ongressional investigators, the m
edia and JFK

 aficionados 
have tried to locate the telephone tapes in order to com

pare 
them

 w
ith recognized tapes of O

sw
ald's voice, particularly 

since the theory developed that it w
as a "false O

sw
ald" w

ho 
w

ent to M
exico. T

he C
IA

 in the past has said that som
e tapes 

w
ere routinely erased before the assassination and others no 

longer could b
e found. 

 
A

m
ong the new

 docum
ents is a C

IA
 "sum

m
ary of relevant 

inform
ation" on O

sw
ald m

arked 7 a.m
. N

ov. 24, 1963, less 
than 14 hours after he w

as arrested and identified as the possi-
ble assassin. For the first tim

e, the sum
m

ary contains the de-
classified paragraphs disclosing that in M

exico C
ity the C

IA
's 

"expert m
onitor" had review

ed w
iretap transcripts and tapes 

and found several betw
een Sept. 27 and O

ct. 3, 1963, "identi-
cal w

ith the voice of 1 O
ctober know

n to be O
sw

ald's." 
T

he new
ly released segm

ent represents the first specific 
acknow

ledgm
ent by the C

IA
 of the w

iretapping although there 
had been a reference to "telephone coverage" cleared by the 
review

 board last July. 
U

ntil now
, the agency .alsO

: has not disclosed a N
ov. 29, 

1963, cable that C
IA

 "double agents [in M
exico C

ity] have not 
had m

eetings w
ith Sovs [Soviets] since assassination." In the 

past, the C
IA

 refused to 'acknow
ledge it had double agents 

m
eeting w

ith SoV
iets in 1963. T

he new
ly released docum

ents 
still hide the agents' nam

es and do not disclose w
hen they m

et 
their Soviet E

m
bassy contacts. 


