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F
or a long tim

e after O
sw

ald's defection the N
avy bureau- 

cracy
 co

n
tin

u
ed

 to
 act as th

o
u
g
h
 O

sw
ald

 w
as still w

ith
o
u
t 

blem
ish—

or at least so the know
n record suggests. It w

as only in 
S

eptem
ber 1960, a w

hole year later, that the M
arine C

orps R
e-

serve gave him
 an "undesirable discharge." T

o add to the confu-
sion, O

sw
ald's "201" file at the C

IA
 show

s O
sw

ald's occupation as 
"R

adar O
perator, U

.S
: M

arine C
orps, as of 1960," even though 

O
sw

ald had signed out of active service in autum
n 1959.. A

ll this 
m

ay reflect nothing m
ore than the slip-ups of a creaky m

ilitary 
bureaucracy. If so, the O

sw
ald case has m

ore than its fair share. 
In 1978 I interview

ed G
erry H

am
m

ing," a form
er M

arine 
sergeant w

ho served in radar control at A
tsugi air base shortly 

before O
sw

ald. H
em

m
ing claim

s that he w
as him

self recruited by 
N

aval Intelligence at the end of his ow
n tim

e in the M
arines and 

that he m
et O

sw
ald in January 1959 at the C

uban consulate on.the 
outskirts of L

os A
ngeles. T

he tim
e fits the start of O

sw
ald's stay at 

the Santa A
na base, near. L

os A
ngeles, w

hich follow
ed his unex-

pected and unexplained lone transfer hom
e from

 Japan. T
he place 

of the alleged encounter, the C
uban consulate, fits w

ith O
sw

ald's 
interest in C

uba as expressed in talks w
ith his barrack m

ate D
e-

lgado and specifically w
ith O

sw
ald's claim

 that he w
as in touch 

w
ith C

uban officials. T
he year 1959 w

as a turning point in C
uba's 

relationship w
ith the U

nited S
tates. F

idel C
astro's revolution, a 

year earlier, had initially been w
elcom

ed by W
ashington as a 

change for the dem
ocratic better. It w

as only later, as the regim
e 

show
ed its true M

arxist colors, that relations first soured and then 
turned to open hostility. G

erry H
em

m
ing w

as to becom
e well 

know
n in the S

ixties for his links w
ith C

IA
-backed anti-C

astro 
exiles; but in January 1959, as A

m
erican policy hung in the bal-

ance, he w
as still w

orking w
ith C

astro's people. T
his is how

 H
em

-

m
ing describes his encounter w

ith O
sw

ald: "H
e w

as attem
pting to 

get in w
ith the representitives of C

astro's new
 governm

ent, the 
consular officials in L

os A
ngeles. A

nd at that point in tim
e I felt 

that he w
as a threat to m

e and to those C
astro people, that he w

as 
an inform

ant or som
e type of agent w

orking for som
ebody. H

e w
as 

rather young, but I feel that he w
as too know

ledgeable in cum
 

things not to be an agent of law
 enforcem

ent or of M
ilitary Intel" 

ligence, or N
aval Intelligence." H

em
m

ing says he gained his  

143 

pression "because of the questionv;he.'w
es. asking and by his 

obvious know
ledge of: m

y .backgrourtd; A
t a: first m

eeting, not 
thirty m

inutes after w
e first m

et; he autom
atically not assum

ed but 
stated that i'm

 a. radar'; operator 	
t 

attached to and details not eV
ery M

atiU
C

*9tI1a 
the abbreviation of.  the:ohtfit, 	

p
. o

 lo
w

ly
 

stated it know
ing m

y backgrO
und, .s;p00.0i:A

raa 1?,defos)1,10,-,, 
som

ebody told him
 to. approach.. tne;7 H

etifhhgexplain0 that 
believed O

sw
ald's serviopai..theA

tsigi:,0*Iiiackluei.,etjikpb: 
recruit for intelligence::.!.`A

sr,  a- 4plar-,..ope4444:.ii*w
.ht„.a 

restricted area, he w
ould have beph4ratere*iii0A

thidiV
contra# 

em
ployees. S

ooner later he w
ould fraternizeW

itha cgsp offi.O
.f;i 

one or m
ore, that handled diesecontrict.eM

ployeeS. H
e"N

V
 04141it-

a prim
e candidate for recruitm

ent because of job $kills, andexper-
tise, and the fact that,they could!personally:yoirellfor hiin and tive 
him

 a security clearunce.,. .  
H

em
m

ing offers 'only,  his ,personal' opihion baaed"hn .k gut 
feeling at the tim

e, that O
sW

ild :w
as':involved 'w

ith:-one:O
f.;the 

intelligence services w
hen he m

et;iiitit in .1450:43eyond.tile.:C
uTi- 

. ,sides and inconsistencies. w
e 'hiV

P'O
reaslyictepiifiect, 

w
ay to pin dow

n the naturentO
SO

ldi role4w
henhe departed 

M
oscow

. O
ne form

er senior C
IA

.officer, hiiw
ever; not-orily,4

0
 

it plausible that O
sw

ald w
orked for a' branch O

f`A
nteriC

an  
ligence but says it fits his ow

n knoW
ledge,O

f-eiforts tocinfi Irate 
R

ussia at the relevant period. 

V
ictor M

archetti resigned from
 the C

IA.  hi i96poiliihnsicn1P4w
ith, 

the A
gency after fourteen years': service..,,A

i a Staff:O
fficer hi: the 

office of the D
irector, and an executive:  asSist4nt to the D

eputy 
D

irector, he is one oftlie feW
 w

hO
':speulcs.not only,sca'thingly but 

w
ith know

ledge of how
.he A

gency'w
orIcedihO

e:late Fifties.,and. 
the S

ixties. M
archetti has w

ritten la;;;booki..regatded...istigtO
y 

authoritative, w
hich,. the C

IA
 w

ent .0,1, greatle4gth4*.preveO
t 

. being published. The A
gency's oppO

sitinu,didU
shieV

ethedubiO
ns 

Success of m
aking it ;the first. book .tn. A

m
erican 4'N

tory:Ito 
C

ensored before publication, and the.publiihers accoidinglyieft 
the final text sprinkled' w

ith gaps .w
h

ere C
lA

iscissp
rito

 b
een

 at' 
w

ork. T
he censorship is in, itself. irO

nieiteatiniony-tolifs‘authoes 

41: 
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qualifications. M
archetti's explanation of T

he relationship betw
een 

the C
IA

 and the m
ilitary intelligence agencies—

such as the O
ffice 

of N
aval Intelligence—

helps the outsider understand the infra-
structure in w

hich the O
sw

ald case m
ay be enm

eshed. M
archetti 

w
rites: "A

lthough the C
IA

 has had since its creation exclusive 
responsibility for carrying out overseas espionage operations fo 
the collection of national intelligence, the various m

ilitary intel-
ligence agencies and the intelligence units of A

m
erican forces 

stationed abroad have retained the right to seek out tactical infor-
m

ation for their ow
n departm

ental requirem
ents...: T

he m
ilitary 

intelligence agencies have consistently sought to acquire inform
a, 

tion through their ow
n secret agents." M

archetti's exposition m
ay 

also explain how
, if O

sw
ald w

as som
e sort of agent, the C

IA
 w

a 
able to deny accurately that he had anything to do w

ith the, 
A

gency. H
e w

rites: "T
o avoid duplication and proliferation o 

agents, all of these espionage m
issions are supposed to be coordi 

nated w
ith the C

IA
. B

ut the m
ilitary often fail to do this because 

they know
 the C

IA
 w

ould not give its approval, or because a 
arrangem

ent has.been previously w
orked out to the effect that 

long as the m
ilitary stay out of C

IA
's areas of interest, they can 

operate on their ow
n. . . . T

he tribalism
 that plagues the inteI4 

ligence com
m

unity is at its w
orst in the m

ilitary intelligence agen... 
d
es. . . ." 

M
archetti w

rote this several years' ago, in a general context , 
quite separate from

 the subject of L
ee H

arvey O
sw

ald or h 
possible use as a "fake" defector. I contacted M

archetti in lg 
w

hen I becam
e aw

are that he had specialist know
ledge of S

oy' 
affairs. H

e w
as recruited into the C

IA
 from

 university, w
here 

had • m
ajored in S

oviet studies and history, and at the tim
e 

O
sw

ald's defection he held a post in the A
gency team

 analyzt 
S

oviet m
ilitary activities. In this capacity he w

as aw
are °M

IA
 

and som
etim

es from
 private contacts, of N

aval Intelligence ope 
tions. I asked M

archetti specifically about independent N
aval 

telligence espionage operations against the S
oviet U

nion, and 
answ

er w
as startling. H

e said, "A
t the tim

e, in 1959, the U
nit 

States w
as having real difficulty in acquiring inform

ation out o 
Soviet U

nion; the technical system
s had, of course, not develo 

to the point that they are at today, and w
e w

ere resorting to  

sorts of activities. O
ne of these 	

[O
ffice of 

N
aval Intelligence] prop* w

hich iniroived three dozen, 19aY
0 

forty, young m
en w

ho w
ere m

ade to appear disincharited7  poor, 
A

m
erican youths W

ho liad'lieconie: turned O
ff 414 w

anted to see 
that com

m
unism

 w
as about. $om

e 'O
f these people fasted only 

few
 w

eeks. T
hey w

ere sent into the SqV
iei U

nion,'critito eastern 
E

urope, w
ith the specific intentidn'ilieSO

ieti w
ould pick them

, up 
Ind 'double' them

 if th`C
y suspected them

 of being U
 S.w

 agenti, or 
recruit them

 as K
G

B
 agents: T

hey w
ere-  trained at various naval 

 
„
 

installations both here and'abroad, but the 
	w

as being 
run out of N

ag's H
ead, N

orth C
arolina." 

N
o other form

er A
m

erican intelligence officer of M
erehetti's 

background has talked publicly ''about  such a plan to ptit falae 
tutors into R

ussia. It fits the O
sw

ald case so w
ell one m

ight 
suspect M

archetti had dream
ed U

p the project' ,t6 fits  the charac-
ristics of the alleged assaisin. O

n the other'hand it could just be 
that O

sw
ald w

as Spotted as a C
andidate tailor-m

ade for the O
a
' 

operation and turned aintind)to 'a P
oint W

here 'heilaivrepared to 
take part. M

archetti, w
ho 'also' getved•fiir a-  W

hile w
ith C

IA
's` 

andestine Services departm
ent,findsiliat natiO

n'ciU
ite plausible. 

H
e drew

 m
y attention to an incident that follow

ed O
sw

ald's artest,. 
he thinks beara. out his suspicion :aii'*

ik
d
s

lrerriit:t • tiak: 
fined. 
O

n N
ovem

ber 22.; 1963, once 
	W

as, safely itstallert in a 
on the fifth' floor of the D

allas C
ity H

all, P
'cikechit C

urry 
e instructions that the prisoner' should be allow

ed 4.11 the usual 
is and privileges.' A

ccording rto''rotitine 	
rePO

rts; 
ald asked to use the telephone oii S

itni4y;-th
e'd

ay
aftet the 

ination. T
he police` reC

orslikoW
s that'he w

as 41104e 16.  do 
at least tw

ice; at about 4:00 	
t00'13:4; A

pparently he 
reached R

uth P
aine, the 'vlioin4if.00.iiiiT

ect'the 
re O

sw
ald's w

ife; M
arina, w

as O
ing;:atict tillE

etT
to her about'.  

search for legal iisiSt4fieeftealki 
can, A

ccording 'to one of the sw
itchboard operators; he also 

to m
ake a call later that night. T

he operator, M
rs.;'T

roop, 
m

bers the incident'becaU
te'orthe unusual circthnitances. S

he 
that her colleague, M

rs: Sw
inney, had tieen foreW

arned that 
-enforcem

ent officers s
he thinks' it 'M

A
Y

 have been S
ecret , 

CO
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Servicem
en—

w
ould be com

ing to listen in on an O
sw

ald call. Sure 
enough tw

o m
en arrived, show

ed identification, and w
ere shO

w
n 

into a room
 next to the sw

itchboard. A
t about 10:45 P

.M
. a red 

light blinked on the panel, show
ing that som

eone w
as placing a call 

from
 the jail telephone booth. B

oth telephone operators rushed to 
plug in, and in the event M

rs. Sw
inney handled the call, w

ith M
rs. 

T
roon listening in avidly. A

ccording to M
rs. T

roon, a curious 
thing then occurred. O

perator S
w

inney spoke to the tw
o officers 

eavesdropping in the next room
 and told them

 O
sw

ald w
as placing 

the expected call.. A
s M

rs. T
roon tells it: "I w

as dum
bfounded at 

w
hat happened next. M

rs. Sw
inney opened the key to O

sw
ald and 

told him
, 'I'm

 sorry, the num
ber doesn't answ

er.' S
he then un-

plugged and disconnected O
sw

ald w
ithout ever really trying to put 

the call through. A
 few

 m
om

ents later M
rs. Sw

inney tore the page 
off her notation pad and threw

 it into the w
astepaper basket.-  

M
rs. T

roon says she later retrieved the note referring to the 
O

sw
ald call, and kept a copy as a souvenir. R

ecent research, 
including inquiries by C

ongress' A
ssassinations C

om
m

ittee, indi-
cates that—

assum
ing M

rs. T
roon's record is accurate, O

sw
ald 

intended to call a m
an nam

ed "H
urt" in R

aleigh, N
orth C

arolina. 
T

he note lists tw
o alternative num

bers, w
hich do relate to listed 

subscribers of that, nam
e. B

oth m
en, contacted today, deny all 

know
ledge of the O

sw
ald call. T

here has been concern, how
ever, 

because one, of, the tw
o—

John D
. H

urt—
served in U

.S., M
ilitary 

Intelligence during W
orld W

ar II. T
he C

hief C
ounsel of C

ongress' 
A

ssassinations C
om

m
ittee, P

rofessor B
lakey, says, "It w

as an 
outgoing call, and therefore I consider it very troublesom

e m
ate-

rial. T
he direction in w

hich it w
ent w

as deeply disturbing."* 
F

orm
er C

IA
 officer V

ictor M
archetti observes that the O

s-
w

ald call w
as directed_at a num

ber in the sam
e general area as the 

N
orth C

arolina base w
here—

says M
archetti—

U
.S

. N
aval Intel-

ligence once planned infiltration m
issions into the S

oviet U
nion. 

For all the m
ass of m

inute detail about O
sw

ald's life, and although 
w

e have his address book. O
sw

ald had no know
n contacts in N

orth 
C

arolina. U
nless further research resolves the m

ystery, this O
s-

w
ald call rem

ains yet another loose end in the assassination story. 

* Som
e theorize that.the aborted call w

as incom
ing; not an attem

pt by 
O

sw
ald to call out. 
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In the face of a serious claim
 -that U

.S
.A

ntelligence w
as : 

e ngaged in a schem
e to get agents into ' , R

ussia; .:t.lietecord .  of 
A

m
erican defections deserves' scrutiny. Statb D

epartnienvdoetw
: 

r ants, coupled w
ith fresh A

ssassinations tom
niifteesreiearcW

dO
. 

indeed provide food' for thought:It. is 'reportediA
itai; in- .all 

'fourteen years betw
een 1045 and 1959, only 'tw

o A
m

erican enlist: 
eti m

en defected to _the Soviet U
nion ,O

r gaitertilE
tirope:Iiihe 

eighteen m
onths up to 1960, how

ever, a gO
O

. cV
.:6006rr .  o

f th
e -

know
n defectors either w

ent over direct froth the 
sensitive backgrounds. In a sudden rash O

tbuticoais 	
than 

five w
ere A

rm
y m

en stationed' in W
estsG

etntany,*A
idtW

o'V
ere 

former 
N

av
al m

en
 an

d
 em

p
lo

y
ees o

f th
e N

atiO
n
arS

ecU
ritk

 
A

gency—
the top-secret departinent charged w

ith - breakingforeigii 
codes and ciphers. O

f the civilians w
ho , w

ent tO
 the SoV

iet 
one w

as a form
er official of the O

ffice-of Strategic. Services (
0
 

forerunner of the C
IA

), another w
as a form

er A
ir F

orce: inajor;:. 
and a third a form

er N
avy enlisted,:inai clirrentlyW

tikiog.,:fO
r A

l&
 

Rand D
evelopm

ent C
orporation. -  T

hen' ofcourse there W
aS'Leg 

O
sw

ald, freSh out of the M
atineS. It is not knoW

irifor sure W
hit. 

eventually becam
e of all -these ; indiV

idtrals: . 	
bblieved , 'to: 

have died in the Soviet U
niO

n, and the C
IA

:Y
egards theIw

o 
N

ational Security A
gency cases. as -"roO

 sensliive!.'46 . 'im
part to 

C
ongress' A

ssassinations C
om

m
ittee. It m

ay be ;significant' thatof. 
the rem

aining seven, four are knoW
n to baV

e 	
the 

U
nited States after a few

 years. 
A

n assessm
ent of the claim

 that U
 S irttelligeiree w

as , 
out false defectors m

ust take account of the sudden
increase in the 

num
ber of A

m
ericans w

ith G
overnm

ent or' D
efense 

 
backgrounds w

ho w
ent to R

ussia.  just before.. 'or . .rafter 
There has been insufficient: investigation into the 

	the'fi* 
A

rm
y m

en w
ho chose to cross the border. F

or' thor:ontSider, 
research in this area is extrem

ely difficU
lt—

notleast beettiA
i genn-', 

inc defectors w
ho return hom

e, let alone'pO
ssible 	

,have. 
understandably stayed out of the'public eye. it m

ight beiesPonially :
  

useful, how
ever, to locate the R

and beV
elopm

ent C
O

rpdratiO
n 

em
ployee w

ho w
ent over in 1959. 

 
T

he R
and em

ployee w
as R

obert W
ebster, a- young plasnc§

..  
expert w

ho failed to join colleagues returning to the-U
nited $fatcs 

after w
orking at an A

m
erican exhibition in M

oscow
; H

e had been, 
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N
ote 43: T

here rem
ains, too, the question of w

hy O
sw

ald W
e, 

through the ,charade of his "defection" visit to the E
m

bassy, if 
w

as a charade, if O
sw

ald really w
as part of a U

.S. intelligen. 
' operation and if S

nyder w
as him

self C
IA

. T
w

o m
ain facto 

m
ight explain this. First, it is com

m
on practice to run an inte 

ligence operation as tightly as possible. T
o all except his im

m
ei.* 

ate superiors, therefore, O
sw

ald m
ay indeed have seem

ed 
genuine defector. S

econd, and perhaps m
ore im

portant, m
a 

have peen the need to convince the S
oviets. E

dw
ard E

pstei 
repo

 (L
egend, p. 301) that Soviet intelligence had 134 electro 

is listening devices in the U
.S. E

m
bassy in M

oscow
. T

he consul. 
section, w

hich .O
sw

ald visited, em
ployed Soviet nationals, and I 

w
as assum

ed T
hat they reported back to the K

G
B

. If it w
 

necessary to convince the Soviets that O
sw

ald w
as a real defe 

tor, the visit to the E
m

bassy m
ay have been m

ost effective. 
141 N

avy reaction: V
III.298, testim

ony of L
ieutenant D

onovan. 
N

ote 44:. T
he A

ssassinations C
om

m
ittee did receive inform

atio, 
w

hich suggested that the M
arine C

orps had taken a hithert 
unknow

n interest in O
sw

ald after the P
resident's death. T

h. 
C

om
m

ittee w
as inform

ed by form
er M

arine navigatot L
arry Hu 

that—
,-in D

ecem
ber 1963 and early 1964—

he had taken part i 
transport operations involving a team

 of m
ilitary C

ID
 investiga 

tors. H
uff, w

ho still has personal logs for the period, said th. 
group of about a dozen investigators w

ere flow
n to Japan, o 

their w
ay to the A

tsugi base w
here O

sw
ald had once served. H

u 
said he learned from

 his passengers that their purpose w
as t. 

investigate O
sw

ald's activities at A
tsugi. W

hen he later picked u 
the group to take them

 back to base, they told him
-som

ething 0 
their investigation and let him

 take a look at their report. It was, 
according to H

uff, m
arked "S

ecret—
F

or M
arine C

orps E
yes 

O
nly." H

e said the report contained a psychological evaluation o 
O

sw
ald and concluded that the alleged killer "w

as incapable o 
com

m
itting the assassination alone." A

s he held a "Secret" clear 
ance, it w

as not extraordinary that he had been allow
ed to scan 

the report—
said H

uff. H
uff also believed, on the basis of hear-

say, that a sim
ilar m

ilitary team
 had been dispatched to D

allas. 
T

he C
om

m
ittee conducted extensive inquiry into these allega-

tions-hut-could-fm
d no trace of the supposed report. •L

ate in its 
research, how

ever—
w

hen there w
as no tim

e left for further' 
inquiry—

the C
om

m
ittee obtained confirm

ation from
 another 

crew
 m

em
ber that the flights to and from

 Japan did indeed take 
place. T

he C
om

m
ittee left the m

atter som
ew

hat in the air, and—
 

now
 that it is established'the flights did take place—

a foture 
inquiry should clearly try to establish exactly w

h6 the 
 

w
ere (H

SC
A

.X
1.541). 	

,‘ 	
• ; 

- dam
age assessm

ent" and defections: Legend by B
pqelivi00.4 

366. 
D

ischarge: X
IX

.665; X
V

II.663. 
 

N
ote 45: G

erry H
em

m
ing's reliability'-as:i'SO

uree'h'O
n'O

cca ,s0,0 : 
 saw

 
been called into question. I m

et him
irk'Person';' 

credentials, and spoke to him
 at length the m

eetitik:he'vIalins 
to have had w

itkO
sw

ald in L
O

s A
ngelei:Ihave inclU

dedltiiitO
 

because it seem
s' credible in term

s 'of fline arid plaC
e::and .'14em

 
m

ing's service C
redentials." (For a 'further indication of 

	xel 
vance of H

em
m

ing, see O
dio episode in'  hap

ter 2
0
 

Im
age in D

allas.") 	
, 

142 C
uban consulate 'and D

elgado : see C
hapter 8, "R

ed F
aces. 

143 M
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