
ght to 
N

at H
entoff 

It w
as d

u
rin

g th
e G

reat D
epression7-I  

w
as 11 and already im

m
ersed in jazz. I had 

"'sm
uggled the fam

ily radio in m
y bedroom

 so 
I 'could-  h

eir th
e jazz rem

otes on
 th

e n
et- 

,N
V

O
rki. From

 C
hicago that night, Fats W

aller 
w

as playing the plush P
alm

er R
oom

. T
he 

announcer described the shining audience 
eating and drinking w

ith gusto. 
T

hen F
ats cam

e to the m
icrophone. W

ith 
4d

t
e
 sounds of m

errim
ent in the background 

e said; "I w
onder w

hat the poor people are 
• doing tonight." 

I got to know
 	

later, and I'M
 sure that 

m
essage w

as for anyone poor w
ho still had a . 

radio and m
ight be listening. A

t least som
e-

"body w
as thinking of them

. B
ack in B

oston, 
..:.;;;:m

y fam
ily w

as poor, and a few
 m

onths later, 
the installm

ent-plan m
an cam

e to take our 
radio. 

..T
al I've been thinking of that voice of w

arm
th 

the night as the dark w
aves of "reform

" 
\ batter m

ore and m
ore of the poor around the 

country. F
or exam

ple, a R
epublican bill in 

C
ongress w

ould bffuntnarria
t
v
=

e
r
r

i w
 o 

.give birth before their 18th . birthday .from
. 

is receiv
in

g
  

• 
• T

he 
T

h—i
i
'

esidelif, m
eanw

hile, talks prim
arily 

—
of tax breaks for the m

iddle class. H
ardly 

anyone in pow
er speaks for the poor any-

: m
ore, Fats. W

aller has long been gone. 
F

or years, certain civil libertarians have 
u

rged
 a con

stitu
tion

al righ
t to a d

ecen
t 

incom
e. I have resisted this concept as pie-

in-the-the-sky constitutional law
. B

ut now
, I 

am
 b

egin
n

in
gto w

on
d

er. , —
 

In A
rkansas, G

eorgia, N
ew

 Jersey and 
M

assacO
usetts, if a :m

other,, w
hile, on w

el-
fare, b

ears.. 
ch

ild
, th

ere 
w

ill b
e
 n

o
 b

e
n

- S
W

E
E

T
 L

A
N

D
 

efits fo
r th

at 
c
h
ild

.. T
h
e
 

sam
e provision is in

 
the C

linton w
elfare 

refo
rm

 p
lan

, as an
 o

p
tio

n
 th

e states can
 

im
p
lem

en
t. In

 th
e R

ep
u
b
lican

 p
lan

, it is 
m

andatory. Is, this the vaunted A
m

erican 
w

ay? P
unishing children for being born to 

parents on w
elfare? 

In N
ew

 Y
ork S

tate, the new
 governor, 

G
eorge P

ataki—
an am

iable m
an—

does not 
see the poor as individuals but only as ,a large. 
abstract albatross on the state's budget. P

art 
o

f h
is g

ran
d

 refo
rm

 d
esig

n
 w

ill lead
 to

 
cutting aid to the disabled and the elderly, 
and loss of clinical care for the m

entally ill. 
M

oreover, under P
ataki's H

om
e R

elief 
program

, allegedly em
ployable recipients of 

w
elfare can:get benefits for only 90 days in  

any year. T
hen they are on their ow

n. In the 
N

ew
 Y

ork T
im

es, B
ob H

erbert quotes A
nne 

E
rickson of, the G

reater U
pstate L

aw
 P

ro- 
ject: 	

. 
. "W

here are they going to go? D
oes P

atald 
have jobs for them

? Is he going to create jobs 
for them

? I'll tell you w
here they're going to 

go. T
hey're going to end up in the shelters, 

and in the public hospitals em
ergency room

s, 
a
n

d
 in

 th
e
 

O
F

. 
L

IB
E

R
T

Y
. street" 

A
 rep

orter 
from

 N
ew

sday 
w

ent to a R
ed 

C
ross hom

eless-fam
ily shelter in N

ew
 Y

ork 
and talked to 21 year-old V

alerie M
arville. 

S
he has a 15-m

onth-old son and no job. H
er 

, annual incom
e—

before the loom
ing cuts, 

city, state and federal—
is $5,856 in A

id to 
F

am
ilies W

ith
 D

ep
en

d
en

t C
h
ild

ren
 an

d
 

$2,544 in food stam
ps. S

he says: "E
very 

tim
e you have a new

 adm
inistration, every-

thing just changes—
and never for the bet-

ter. It's putting us through hell. W
e don't 

know
 if w

e're going to the right or to the left 
or back or forth." 

M
eanw

hile, G
eorge P

ataki sounds like 
som

e of the P
ecksniffian citizens—

m
oraliz-

ing over their succulent S
unday dinners—

in  

the novels of C
harles D

ickens. S
ays P

a 
"W

elfare is m
eant to be tem

porary I 
Instead it has becom

e a trap for.too m
an; 

Y
es, it has. B

ut there are grim
m

er ti 
"W

e're talking," says M
ary B

rosnahan of 
C

oalition for the H
om

eless, "about thro' 
people off a financial cliff." B

ut they w
i 

free to fall. 
• T

hose w
ho are cut off w

elfare, it shoal 
noted, also lose their eligibility for M

edic 
M

eanw
hile, a soup kitchen in C

entral : 
lem

 knoW
s it w

ill have to close soon. 
form

er clients, how
ever, w

ill learn tc 
independent—

they can m
ake their ow

n ; 
out of w

hat they find in garbage cans.. 
T

hose w
ho control the legislative pro( 

state and federal, are indeed setting 
C

ontract W
ith A

m
erica. B

ut hardly w
it:  

of A
m

erica. 
A

 new
 C

olum
bia U

niversity School of : 
lic H

ealth study discloses that a m
ajorit 

the 6 m
illion poor children . w

ho are 
younger had parents w

ho—
during the I 

period of the study—
w

orked full-tin 
part-tim

e. A
nd m

any of those fam
ilies ha 

rely, in part, on public assistance. 
Is w

hat M
ichael H

arrington called 
other A

m
erica" going to be w

holly be 
the reach of due process? 


