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Fora long time after Oswald’s defection the Navy bureau-

cracy continued to act as though Oswald was still without
‘blemish—or at least so the known record suggests. It was only in

September 1960, a whole year later, that the Marine Corps Re-
serve gave him an “undesirable discharge.” To add to the confu-

sion, Oswald’s 201" file at the CIA shows Oswald’s occupation as
«Radar Operator, U.S: Marine Corps, as of 1960,” even though
Oswald had signed out of active service in autumn 1959.. All this
may reflect nothing more than the slip-ups of a creaky military
bureaucracy. If so, the Oswald case has more than its fair share.

In 1978 I interviewed Gerry Hamming,* a former Marine |

‘sergeant who served in radar control at Atsugi air base shortly

before Oswald. Hemming claims that he was himself recruited by |

Naval Intelligence at the end of his own time in the Marines and

~ that he met Oswald in January 1959 at the Cuban consulate on.the §

outskirts of Los Angeles. The time fits the start of Oswald’s stay at
the Santa Ana base, near Los Angeles; which followed his unex-

pected and unexplained lone transfer homeé from Japan. The place {
of the alleged encounter, the Cuban consulate, fits with Oswald's §
interest in Cuba as expressed in talks with his barrack mate De- §

Igado and specifically with Oswald’s claim that he was in touch

with Cuban officials. The year 1959 was a turning point in Cuba’s

relationship with the United States. Fidel Castro’s revolution, a

year earlier, had initially been welcomed by Washington as 2

change for the democratic better. It was only later, as the regime

showed its true Marxist colors, that relations first soured and then :
turned to open hostility. Gerry Hemming was to become well §
known in the Sixties for his links with CIA-backed anti-Castro §
exiles; but in January 1959, as American policy hung in the bal-
ance, he was still working with Castro’s people. This is how Hem-§
ming describes his encounter with Oswald; “He was attempting am
‘get in with the representatives of Castro’s new government, the;
consular officials in Los Angeles. And at that point in time I felty
that he was a threat to me and to those Castro people, that he was]

an informant or some type of agent working for somebody. He

rather young, but I feel that he was too knowledgeable. in certalay

things not to be an agent of law enforcement or of Military Inte™
ligence, or Naval Intelligence.” Hemming says he gained his 1™
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qualifications. Marchett;’s explanation of the relationship between

the CIA and the military intelligence agencies—such ag the Office ;
of Naval ESEmo:oT:m_vm the outsider understand the infra.
structure in which the Oswald case may be enmeshed, Marchey;
writes: “Although the CIA has had since itg creation exclusive

. .

+ + «.+ The militar
sistently sought to acquire inform,
tion through their own secret agents.” Marchetti’s EXpOosition may]
also explain how, if Oswald was some sort of agent, the CIA wag
able to deny accurately that he had anything to do ‘with the
Agency. He writes:

nated with the CJA.
they know the CIA
arrangement has been Previously worked out to the effect that
long as the military stay out of CIA’s areas of ‘interest, they cag
operate on their own, | . . The tribalism that plagues the intel;
ligence community is at its worst in the military intelligence agens
cies. . . .” : .

Marchetti wrote this several years'ago, in a general context]

quite separate from the subject of Lee Harvey Oswald or hgi

possible use as g “fake” defector. I contacted Marchettj in 19

when I became aware that he had Specialist knowledge of Sovie
affairs. He was recruited into the CIA from university, where

had majored in ‘Soviet studies and Eﬁo&r and at the time

Oswald’s defection he held a post in the Agency team analyzi
Soviet military activities, In this capacity he was aware officiall
and sometimes from private contacts, of Naval Intelligence operig
tions. I asked Marchetti specifically about independent Naval | ¢
telligence espionage operations against the Soviet Union, and L
answer was startling. He said, “At the time,.in 1959, the Unitey
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Servicemen—would be coming to listen in on an Oswald call, Sure -

enough two men arrived, showed identification, and were shown
into a room next to the switchboard. At about 10:45 P:M, a red
light blinked on the panel, showing that someone was placing a ca))
from the jail telephone booth. Both telephone operators rushed g

plug in, and in the event Mrs. Swinney handled the call, with Ms, |

- Troon listening in avidly. According to Mrs. Troon, a curious

thing then occurred. Operator Swinney spoke to the two. officers

eavesdropping in the next room and told them Oswald was placing
the expected call.. As Mrs. Troon tells it: “I was dumbfounded at
what happened next. Mrs. Swinney opened the key to Oswald ang

-told him, ‘I'm sorry, the number doesn’t answer.’ She then un- |

plugged and disconnected Oswald without ever really trying to put
the call through. A few moments later Mrs. Swinney tore the page
off her notation pad and threw it into the wastepaper basket.”
Mrs. Troon says she later retrieved the note referring to the

Oswald call, and kept a copy as a souvenir. Recent research,

including inquiries by Congress’ Assassinations Committee, indi-
cates that—assumirig Mrs. Troon’s record is_accurate, Oswald
intended to call a man named “Hurt” in Raleigh, North Carolina.
The note lists two alternative numbers, which do relate to listed
subscribers of that name. Both.men, contacted today, deny all
knowledge of the Oswald call. There has been concern, however,
because one.of the two—John D. Hurt—served in U.S. Military
Intelligence during World War I1. The Chief Counsél of Congress'
Assassinations Committee, Professor Blakey, says, “It was an
outgoing call, and therefore I consider it very troublesome mate-
rial. The direction in which it went was deeply disturbing.”*
Former CIA officer Victor Marchetti observes that the Os-
‘wald call was directed at a number in the same general area as the
North Carolina base where—says Marchetti—U.S. Naval Intel-
ligence once planned infiltration missions into the Soviet Union.

For all the mass of minute detail about Oswald’s life, and although -

we have his address book. Oswald had ne known contacts in North
Carolina. Unless further research resolves the mystery, this Os-
wald call remains yet another loose end in the ‘assassination story.

* Some theorize that.the aborted call was incoming; not an attempt by -

Oswald to call out.
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