Oswald’s Mannlicher-Carcano riﬂe, ‘which did
not include time'to aim.

Also, the-rifle tests were not the suecess
Greene makes them out to be. The rifle was fired
from an elevation only half as high as the build-
ing’s sixth floor and at a stationary. target —not
& moving m e. And the rifleman tock as
much time as he needed for his first shot, unlike
Oswald. There is no evidence in Oswald’s biog-
raphy of his taking rifle practice after 1959, but
the three test shooters were experts of Olymplc

stature. According to the Warren Commission

" ‘volumes, only;one’rifleman scored two out of

three hits in’ tinder 5.6 seconds in any of the

‘ails to note that the scopé on Os-
wald’s rifle;was:not aligned properly until the
i e marksmen fired thh Os-

’ nssammahon. E'ven though his wxfc, Marina,

practiced dry-loading ‘at home, this
would not prepare him to aim and shoot with the
great precision’;th Denley Plaza assassination

licher-Carcunérifle by either the I

.- P
i the FBL The Jatter noted that the rifle was com-

pletely devoid:of prints of any kind. Oswald’s
partial palm print found by the Dallas police on
the underside of the

Ballet(CE399) «was: notr m’could ﬁnd no trace Of
he print on. the:r,_zﬂe. 2

bled rifle

d)d not reach the
¥BI lab until sever-
al days after the as-
sassination. The
FBI was puzzled

. that it could find no
trace of the print on

‘er, and, in fact, had very strong
1 came from t.h:i stmtt}c)her of another patmnt (who

ple. who,
»when it was fourid at Parkland Memorial Hospi-
“tal in Dallas could later ldennfy CE399 as the
bullett.heyhadseen.Allfour Secret Ser-
; Vice: agentg, and. two! hospil staﬁ'members —
'claimed- to“have seen a pointed-tipped chrome

bullet, not one that was blunt-nosed and copper- .
acketed. .

the rifle or any evi-
dence that a palm

it . print had ever been lifted from that area. Of

course, Oswald's prints were found on book car-

-tons on the sixth floor — he worked there filling
 orders,

egedly from Oswald’s shirt that
were found on the rifle are also highly problem-
atic. As the Warren Commission Report noted,
“There is no way to eliminate the possibility of
the fibers having come from another 1dent)ca1

’l'he “magijc bullet” Greene tells us that neu-
tron activation analysis showed that the bullet

_that left fragments in Connally’s wrist was the

same bullet that was found “near” Connally’s
stretcher. Nt only is this not true, it is impossi-
ble. The Waiten Commission and the House
committee” couldn’t ‘prove that- the bullet that

- as found at Parklmid Hospitel had anything to

. - do with the

The bullet fragr
the committee tested were only allegedly from
Connally’s wrist —— and they were definitely not

-the same fragments tested by the Warren Com-

* mission. T]mse had already vanished from the
is. National'
5 government's ‘case; the total weight of the

. Even more damaging to the

“original” wrist fragments {documented by the

:Warren Cominission in 1964), plus-the total
.. weight of the ew”wnstfragments(dxscovered

by the comrhittee in 1978), exceed the total

- weight missing from the magic bullet, making it
- -impossible:that both: sets of fragments are au-

thentic as the House committee claims.
Greene’s’ ing to the contrary, the autop-
sy did not{conclide that the bullet passed
through ly’s meck. When Lt. Col. Pierre
Finck, a pathologist who participated in the au-

De- . topsy "at the: Bethesda Naval Hospital, testified

at the Clay:Shaw trial in New Orleans, he ad-
mitted that'the military autopsists were under
' dissect the bullet track through the

ieck. An: important FBI: document

by two FBI he'.
shqwmtbachullec‘ that entered.the presi-
hadksdentun:guly:abouts fwo,inches and
mmwmthem s Another putopsy
Wy Cortpied pfiNext Page
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) doctor, Cmdr. “J”” Thornton Boswell, confirmed thisin

an |interview with independent researcher Josiah
Thompson in 1967. .

The Zapruder film and the president’s backward
head snap. The House committee’s medical panel ex-
plajned that the backward snap of the president’s head
normally consistent with a shot from the front and
inconsistent with a shot from the rear — was the result
ofd* i lar reaction.” Such a muscle
reaction, however, only takes place when there is dam-
age to a major coordinating center of the brain. The

- damage shown by the X-rays in the president’s autopsy
- reportis to the right cerebral hemisphere, which isnot

angur coord: center and not capable
of causing a neuromuscular reaction. .
The autopsy was controlled by {he military. While
Greene does not dispute this (which is well document-
ed), he fails to grasp the crucial point made in the movie
“JFK” during autopsy doctor Pierre Finck's testimony
at the Clay Shaw. trial. Finck states that the doctors
were ordered not to dissect the path of the bullet
thrpugh the president’s back, which order was later
corrob d by technici at the aut

Given that the superior officers had no pathology cre-
dentials, it is clear that the autopsy, if not rigged, was

gahe president and first lady ride in
teful motorcade, Nov. 22,-1663.

AP Photo
the

-partment, FBI and Se-
‘cret Service affadavits

an undeniably compro-
Kennedy’s brain is
missing. It is absolutely
not true that the brain
hadbeen fully examined
prior to its disappear-
ance. The brain had
been put in formalin, a
fixing solution, sothat it
would be easier to exam-
ine after it set. The
brain was never sec-
tioned; thys, we don’t
know the bullet’s path
through the brain,
- The grassy knoll wit-
nesses. The Warren
Commission did take
the testimony of about
20 witnesses who
claimed they heard
shots coming from the - |,
grassy knoll overlook-
ing Dealey Plaza, but it
also had the sheriff’s de-

of another 130 people

following up on these stat t nev-
er was able to explore the possibility that some of these

witnesses — among them Secret Service agents, war

veterans, expert hunters, policemen and sheriffs —

- might have been correct about the direction of the
.. shots. .

. Secret Service “imposters” on the grassy knoll.
Greene notes that one Dallas policeman reported en-

- countering a man with Secret Service credentials on
-the knoll after the shooting. In faci, there were several

policemen who reported having similar encounters,
and several more people in Dealey Plaza, including Lee
Harvey Oswald, who reported running into men show-

ing them “Secret Service credentials.” This issue has -

never been resolved. .

Someone had to have fired from the grassy knoll. In
what ranks with the most ludicrous of conspiracy the-
ories, former Chief Counsel Blakey says that he thinks
the grassy knoll shooter — if in fact he exists — was

there to kill Oswald. There is no evidence of this and,

typically, Greene does not ask him to substantiate his

-claim; he simply prints it. A clear shot from the grassy

knoll to thesixth floor of the Book Depository Building

is all but impossible — the knoll is behind trees, the-
‘depository window is behind trees and at a difficult

beight and angle for a shooter from the knoll. In short,
there is no line of sight.
Garrison’s case against New Orleans businessman

. .Clay Shaw. -Greene says that New Orleans District

Attorney Jim Garrison (unlike the character in the

movie) made no claims about a plof. by the military- .,

B M Warner Bros., Inc.
Kevin Costner, as New Orleans DA Jim Garrison, in Oliver Stone’s “JFK

who cited the knoll as the source of the shots, In riever
th issi

Ferrie, Lee Oswald and U.S. intelligence. But Garrison
did bring out the larger picture of the assassination — -
ie., the military-industrial plex — in his

tion speech, as well as in a 1968 Playboy interview and
a prime-time reply to a 1968 NBC program.

Former CIA Director Richard Helms’ statements
on Clay Shaw. In “JFK,” the epilogue says only that
Shaw was a CIA contact, not that he was a contract
agent.

Garrison’s work did give credibility to the conspir-

.acy theory. Blakey claims that the House committee

felt that the Garrison investigation was a “fraud.” But
a quick look at the committee’s material — which
apparently neither Blakey nor Greene availed himself
of — proves otherwise, The committee followed many
of Garrison’s leads in New Orleans and took testimony
from many of his sources and witnesses. More often
than not, they were found to be quite credible. It is far
more truthful tosay that the House investigation con-
firmed Garrison’s case for conspiracy. In its final re-
port, the i “candidly ack ledged that it
could not explain Oswald’s iations with anti-Cas-
tro Cubans in [New Orleans]” and it found “an associ-
ation of an undetermined nature betv Ferrie, Os-
wald and Shaw less than three months before the
assaseination.”

For a seasoned Newsday editor, Greene’s perfor-
mance is puzzling. Not only is his analysis faulty,
he doesn’t quote accurately from government docu-
ments or properly question his sources. If we don’t
ascribe it to ineptitude, one is left with the dis-
tu_.rtging thought that Greene approached the article
wi derable an - ble i

industrial complex to kill the president but instead

ur bias, assum-

*‘merely hinted” at a plot by homosexuals and anti-
Castro Cubans. Garrison’s court case focused on de-
stroying the Warren C ission’s ne pil y-
pothesis and establishing Clay Shaw’s ties to David

ing from the start that a “Hollywood” filmmaker
can’t be historically truthful. But what we’re actu-
ally seeing in this case is that it’s the journalist
who can’t get the facts straight.



