August 22, 1974

fditor, Publishers' Weekly
1130 Avenus of ths Americss
New York, New York 10036

/;ﬁQear Tditor:
|1 you were with PW eight years ago, you may remember WHITEWASH: THD
’ REPORT ON THY WARRFN REPORT. It waes, I belisve, the First so-called
.{/ﬁunderground" book.
~IPW, slone in thsa publishing industry, trested it feirly. It wes not,
in my view, really "underground”. And I remzin a publéRher, albeit
he country's, if not the world's, smsllest.

t

™ .

;%oon theres will be the fourth of the WHITHWASH series. When it ap-

? esrs, I will let PW know. Its appsarsncs is not the purpose of thés
jpetter. Rather sre the recollectlions of the past eight years,

I believe there is 2 story thst would be informstive to large pub-
lishers: and interesting to your genersal resders.

[/Lerge publishers lesrnsd nothing from it. Not even when WHITZWASH
il |became 5 best-seller in its originsl formst and in reprint did ons
—Tcome to me for the sequel. Or ask me if there was to be one. )
|

The assassination of John Kennedy and its officisl investigation cer-
teinly were snd remeined st lesst topicsl events. But until I gave
up on established publishers and without a2 cent of capitsl becsme my
= OWn, no book on this subject sppeered.

Check your own indexes on this turning point in Americen history snd
\'/|see whet books sbout it are svailsble. You will, I believe, find mine
]f only. They are sll still selling. Yet I never had s cent for promo-

tion or sdvertising and the only 84 I have aver plasced is the smsll
one I cesrry in Books In Print.

The prestigicus snd stuffy New York Times book section would not sc-
knowledge the existence of this first work on so significant s subject.
(I made the Times psy for copies beginning with the 1lth!) Or those
thaet follcwed it. There were no revégws, before or after publication,
whers all publiszhers seek them, and faw printed mentions. Thers wss
no distribution of any kind asrrsnged prior to publicstion. In spite
of this snd other ms jor dissdvantages, it was & best-sesller.

The coming book will face grester handiceps. But it is coming. I am
confident, if, ss with the first, these handicsps will reduce the ssale
enormously, they will not mesn failure. These new hendiceps, I believe,
ere still another ccmmentzry on some aspects of the publishing industry,
costly to publishers.

If there is =nyone in particulsr to whom you would like me to send the
|review copy, I would sppreciate m label.

<incsrely,

Hesrold wWelisberg




