Hyattstown, Maryland 2073}
January 23, 1967

~ The Bditer
World Journal Tribune
Bew York, New York

8ir:

Slander is the refuge of scoundrsls and your columns the sanebusry
from which they prey. :

Semehow it is honorable to practice your gents-room Jounnalism but
dishonorable to write demanding truth and integrity of government.

A president has been murdered and cemsigned to higtory with she dubi-
ous spitaph of an efficial investigation that answers no gaestions ,
beyond doubt snd leaves mors unanswersd bhan it found. Yeu say, "Fine.
Thet's the way it sheuld bse." I say, "If this ean happen, no presidenk
is over safe, and the institutions of our soclety are ia jJeopardy.”

Somehow to you it is henorable for Louis Hizer and Cengressman Ford,
the Lirst to bs paid for writing in support of the unbensble conclu-
sions of the government, ths fermer, for all his eminence, not yeb
having understood what he so glowingly endorsed and the latter haviang
already boen paid by youw and me to do bebter than he did as a GCommis-
sioner. It is honarable for the Gongressman to lend his name and make
a profit from what he did not write though ths book bears his npamse, .
and it l¢ honorable for William Manchester bto becoms & waltimiilionuire
from & vicious and rare commercislization of grest tragedy.

Yet, a3 I asked Schiller and Lewis, the authors of the "Revolving
Whitewash" to whose prostitution you apen your doors with fewer gualms
than the madam of a whorehouse, is it semehow dishonerable for Mark
Lane's book to be a suteess while saying the goverament is wrong?

What standards are these, yours and Schiller's and Lewis's, when you
ridicule those whe seek truth and jusbice sné slander Shem for it
while deifying those who get wealthy from ths proclametion of false-
hood and distertient ‘ : '

With the unerring instinct of the journelistic jacksl that he is,
Larry Sehiller asked all of us for belp in what he falsely repressnted
28 an uwabiased werk of schelarship aimed at uaiversities, and we,
without prefii or the proapect of it, sought te help him. In return,
he abused and vj ted pur confidence, queted us out ef zontext, and
dees net meet his centractusl ebligations, There is not enme ef thess
writing abgut the fault of the offieial investigation of the sassassi~
natien of President John P, Kennedy of whom I did not spesk some

gend. O Mark Lane, I said he is the only lewyer who was trume te

the neble traditiens of Amerisan lawyers, law and Justice, the only
one who steod and Insisted this miserable man Dswald had been denied
his rights and that surs i= a society in which this may net heppen,




P, 2

There is no doubt in my mind how hnistory will judge him for this,
especielly as compared wikth Schiller, Lewis and you.

Ponn Jenes, a couregsous oditdér true to his glorioud straditions as
yaw are oot, 1s defamed becauss his children put Babtman pletures on
the wall of his shop, and I beeause I love animals and earn their
trust; but Manchester, who wrought & nstional scandal te bscome a
ealtimilllonsaite, is uvamentioned.

Thoss layyers whe blsnded and appiied the whitewash that so thinly
soevars our npstional dishonsr find their champiens in Sehiller, Lewls
and yow, yet they do net have the courage to defend themselves face
to fage with me. They have avolded counkless radio and television
Invitetions for dirsect canfrantatieﬂs, as recently as last week and
this coming one in Hew York alens, and they have done this from coast
e coest, wsek afber wsek. (son you defend them when they will neot
“defend themselves? They do mot try bscause thay know they cannet,
for they now Know woab they heve dopne and are, as they should dbe,
eshamed of it. o

Yot this 1a & mors dosant mobtive bhan yours. It iz mob Excalibur you
wiald, but in & grotesque caricabure it is 8 simulsbed sword of robben
u@@é' .

But I challenge you as [ challenged them: REet me answer the distor-

tioms snd falsehoods they seek bo rebtail behind the back, net fass bo
fasse, through those commercisl ﬂlgﬁtsmeaxs, Sehilller and Lewis. Give

me wWhab you gave Lewis, and I will do it entirely from ths official

reeord, To put it simply, pub up or simt up.

8¢ you cen drink the full meassure of your personsl chame sné your own
departure from the onceo-honorsble stsnderds of American journalish,

I enclose a copy of am ss-yet-unanswered Istter I zent Schiller and
the President of Cspitol Records more then two weeks ago.

3incersly,

Herold Welsberg



