
Niger ~- who he represents . Sin, PH of 24/ vas 

Until the spookery rescued Joel kaplan I'd assumed that Nizer's pasition on the 
Wit could be account.d for by a fast bucker seeing a fast buck,. espe in the benefit he 
might expect on cases he took ifore the Supreme Court, If they dun't Piguro that way, 
havinguet Niger and known of bim earlier, I can visualize him doin; it. 

The first stories on the Kaplan escape identified him as the family's lawyer. 
hothing ezceytional in that either. Ue has a big rep and a large firm. Belli is the 
lawyer for Kapian's sister, a remarkable coincidence, since he,too, is' one of the ure 
thinking, unktiowning defenders of the WR when he also has no apparent necd to FAli tnat 
role. But it could be coincidence, 

However, I have a new correspondent who has beun following the Kaplan case for 
some yearsy has spoken to Nizer and apparently ali the other many lawyers who have figured 
in kaplan’: case, including at least one lawyer from “ew York unidentified to ize, who 
made more than one trip down to the jail im sexico t: see Kaplan, 

There seeus no doubt Kpalan was CLA and it is my information that Vidal, the uan 
killed (the story ha: it not by Kaplan and perhaps not even Vidal) also wase I can't 
confirm this, won't try, anc don't reaily care. 

iue thing that i find increasingly interestin,: with each minor thin. 2 learn 
is the growing suspicion that Niger may be one of the lawyers the Ula has salted away 
around the country. All sorts of them surface from time to tine, if infrequently. 

Now the ageney would be hard put to find one with less scruples than “owis the 
Loose “lipped. If he serves the agency, in any capacity, he incredible slf-Gisplay 
about the Warren eport, after his first self—def.mation -and each sucee ding ap sea ance 
got worse '~ then this can make sense, 

One incident fro. my past way bear on this, SE was not pleased with my Gebate ith 
bir: on #0, She has @ proper intellectual ap roach, and I did, ver» much, loose my ccol. 
But there are other measures. First, the station was so pleased with what I was dojng to 
that courva that they ran the show te four hours instead of the agreed two, and owwis 
gave his assent by silence, I also agreeing alound for it to be done. Khen they asked 
verbal agreement to the extension of the written releases we'd signed for repeated showings, 
again 1 also agreed aloud and they took his silence as assent. That show was airec four 
times, a total of 16 prime hours, and well advertised each time, paid ads in the fines, 
Niser wan visibly upset after the show. He had agreed to debete me on WNEW~TV, the show 
that I'd agrecd to 12/5/66, when the four comission lawyers geve up their "“Hejorlty 
Report" show they'd asked for rather than meet me as the lone opvonent, Nicer could have 
Just not done that show. but he did, getting me kicked off and replaced by lene. If you 
remembe. that show, Niger was as torrified beforc the cameras x,etkmixex rolled and afte 
they began as the rankest stage-frightened neophyte. He knew that even Lane would do hin 
in. but he or someone also knew that Lane would be spendingeall the time he could prowoting 
his bock, civerting the demolition of Nizer to do it. 1 have never been able to explain 
this to myself in terms of Nizer's ego. ++ was crazy for him to make this one scheculed 
appearance after that #UR show, which must have hurt him personaliy and atong his pPecrse 
if we all so..times do seiseles: things, it is hard to east Niger in this premeditation 
of inevitable s-lf-hurt. I think it possible he had a commitment other than a Promise to 
the gtation to do that show. Whether or not, i: is interesting that hc had or has a CIA 
fund as a client ana thai it extended to a CIA agent contiected with that fund. and that 
Belli filled a similar role on the west coast. 
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