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Dear Sylvis,

Frankly, I weleome the quiet to which you 2llude in your ncte
of the first. We now need ii. It provides fewer interruptions ir the work thst
must be done 2nd it lets the current works *of sycophzncy fall, =s they
should, in my opinion, flat on their faces. It zlso permits those who have
not reslly bteen helpful to slip swsy, with least embarrsssment. About this
I am plessed, not discoursged. However, about the stste of the country, which
really dominstes the siste of the world, sg I see that, we are in toisl
sccord. It gets cleoser %o 2 kind of fasctsm. Imsgine even considering
appointing an Otepks, snd a "security check” thet f=ils to disclose his
conrection:. Among those not made public when his cleseness to Carito was
publicized (he found Carto a stelwart believer in decomracy slthough he is
an open Hitlerisn) is Certo's reletionship with Admiral Crommelin, the
notorious anti-Sexmite end General Del Vslle (retired, Warines), both of whom
have mede cash contributions to the Americen Mazi Party, as 1 lesrmed in
my own investigations for CQUF D'ETAT.

I have hesrd nothing from or sbout Garrison in s long time. Righ%
after ths trisl somsone not directly connectsd with him said he slso hsd
heard that Gerrison is writing s book. He is nutty enough te do it, bus 1
heve no personal knowledge either way. My hunch is thet his mein focus is
on re-election., The HNew Crleans pipers of seversl dsys sgoe reported a msass
federal investigetion of "locsl" Mafia activity exsctly eccinciding with the
close of the campsign, s truly remarksble ccincidence. This will not be M.0.,
although it will be made to seem that wmy to smear him, it will be the ad jacent
parish, Jefferson, where gambling, prostitution, ete, are among the more
profitable operstions. Thet, howsker, is not only outside Gerrison's juris-
diction but is, in itself, & kind of tribute to him, for he did go alter vice
as soon @s he beceme DA znad did drive 21l the orgsnized vice he could locste
out of his jurisdietion. On the other hsnd, * heve no doubt thet thers is
much Mafie money working in his jarisdiction, but within the law in the wrious
legitimete businesses in which it has been invested. Deplorable as this may be,
it would be improper for him to try snd do snything sbout legitimaste businsss,
even if he were in a positvion to. Hoke lMay told me the pacople finsnecing Asron
Xohn's MCC ere those in compstitionzwith the legitimate Mafis heldings. In sny
event, I1'11l be happier if your information is wrong, if he is not writing z book.
I'd much prefer not to write LENMING. There is more important work tc be dome.

He is 2 fine writer, but writing tskes him=x & long time. He writes even relsases
lsboriously, in longhsnd.And he hones each word. If this mekes for good writing,
it alsc tekes & long time.

Your other report I Lope is true. 1 hope Lane is being sued. I doubt
if e¥en you have plumbed the shyss of his sincere corruption, his constitutional
dishoresty. He got $£40,000 from BBC, which certsinly should have gone to the
fellow who I'd hsard had put up so much dough. Nobody hss sver done snything
sbout Mark's diskonesty { I may yet), and he expects no one zver will, He is in
s position tc pey his debts snd he should. Instead, the money stuck., There wss
& sizesble income from the movie. The more completely he deseris us the betisr
off we are, '

I hzve been working on s number of things, scme necessary snd perscnesl
{snd overdue) z2nd others essentizlly digressions but slsc necesssry. I hsvw
been trying to help John Nichols in his suit, for which he is not ss well pre-
psred as he might be and may not be the best legsl approach. I have just finikhed
the sutdpsy on the governments pepers for him end have given him & clesr vase
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of federal perfury snd much deception the court in so doing. It remsins %o
be seen how tough his lswyer is. John ssked we to stop off lest May snd speak
to & smsll group he gathered., There wers seversl lswyere and T think = judge

amrng them, Terhmss one iz his lswyer. + hnupe so.



Bernzbei came here =% ny invitation so we eould do some work on
his theories asbout the certridges. He is very bright and quite nice., I like
him, He has spent much tiie on this, He is & gun buff, competent. In the

course of checking out what the government so openly aveids s such things as
the dents on the shells (Thompson is ¢11 wWrong) we hsve been sble to duplicate
soms of them in frring one of the Mernlicher-Cercannos, mime, but not with
Dick's. I was able to egrrange thewx use of & pcliee rangs and s genuine expert,
He did it for us. Hewever,. we have also come actcross some perhsps more interesting
things in other aspectss 1 heve slways been interested in Frazier's testimony
that there were no msrks on the back end of ths cases, known as the "hesad",

I think his sctusl words were thet he noted none. They must be there, because
of a phenomonon known ss "blowback". Explosion in the chambsr of thst rifle, to
propel the bullet, is enormous, 37,000 pounds per square inch. it is g0 grest
that one of the things we d4id ig prove that the explosion its elf i enocugh to
smooth out the dents in the cases. & dented them by hsnd, fored the bullets,
and found the cases restored to their original shspes., The explosive force is
distributed in every direction. The slack is % ward the back., It blows back,
hence ths term, with grest force, am the soft copper does pick up the imper-
fections of the face of the bolt, Well, I slso got a fine sna conscientious
photographer, fortun=tely slso & gun buff, =nd we went to toe Archives, where
1'd made arrangement for us to take our own pictures. They tried tc mwevent
this but backed off. There are mgrks on the shells where Frazier gsid thers
weren't, and we may have nailed him in & very bed distortion of the evidence
he offered the Commission. He may have masnufectured it. We hsve more checking
to do before we can meke the charge. But, it txkes time, costs money, end is
slow. If you look at the picturss he geve the Commission, %% Ex 544, I think,
and s few others neer i%t, you will find most of the head of the certridges
e}iminated, the dofge being his concentration on the tiny psrt thet ic the
primer. We have excellent pictures of the entire head, of the bolt face, etec,
Dick msy or mey not be doing snything with this, but I will be when I get back
to AGENT 0BWALD,

4nd, I've just finisghed making the typographical corrections in

COUP D'BTAT, that is, on the mester. I now do 8verything except the sctusl
printing and the covers myself. 1 make up the books, ete, Ls soon as I clesn
up the securmuleted mail =angd filing I'11 write the book-length addition I hasve
glready researched. I abhor interruptions when I write. You have an ides of the
pace and concehtration with which I do write. My wife has teen working, re-
guiring that 1 interrupt the morning to take her there snd the afternoon to
bring her home. That was to have snded 4/15, actuslly didn®t end until yes-—
"terday. She'@lheve but an secssionsl day now. So, the psrt of esch day I have
eecided I must spend in physical exercise will no: be my only interrupiion end
1 plen to resume writing very soon. Then I have additions to FMIII, some done.
This will be by fer the lsrgest took on the subject, unless we consider a1l
three perts of P4 ss one. It is new, exclusive of sppendix (whiech is very
large)} sbout 215,000 words). I am hopeful if I can get it printed it will
ettract 2 few =llies %o us. :

I hed out several things in
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sn emvelope to send you when I got sround ting. I have heerd nothing

t i
further from the Times. I zm not going tc drop it, slthcugh the ~hsnces of =
libel sution may te slim, Thet was Epstein's intent. I hsve not tought
"Counterplot” becsuse I ecsnnot afford it, but think if he 2ed ssid these
: ) | Asher would have edited
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things in it someone would have told
much of 1% out. Somedey soon, 0
get & copy then.

%il! be remsindered znd 1'11




