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Hareh 25, 1968
1. Mr. J. iﬁ@ Rankin _
FROM: Sepuel A. Stera

SUBJEST: Obbtaining Television Tepes of Assassination Events

Seversl of us have questions vhich require an exeminstion of
the tapes for television and rodio programs broadeast In the days
follcwingz the assassingtion. This interest ied us to consider the
possibility that the Cormission might went to obteln, for its percanent
records, & complete sct of 211 existing rcdio and television bapes of -
events in Delles and relabed matters (such as interviews, if there were
any, of persons in Hew Orlesns or Hew York or in the Marine Corps woo
Ynew Oswald) bue excluding el of the coveizes of Washington ceremonles,
tributes to President Kennedy and the like. Ve also thougnt that it
might be of some help to the Kennedy Iibrary to determine the gtatus of
these tapes, and that conceivebly the Comaigsion pight meke some arrange-
mept with the Kemmedy Libravy to supply it with any tapes obtained by
the Comsission or copies thereof. : S :

Ve asked the Seeret Sexrvice to asceriein what reterisls existed, .
voth st local stations in Dallas and at the national networks and wire
services. Tae Sceret Service outlined, in their Report #1256, copy of”
which is attasched, the materials availeble in Dalles, and the egtinated”
cost of reproducing them. Mr. Griffin has undertoken to a5k the Secred.
Service to determine wbether the stations involved can describe the
subject matter of the tapes, end we are swalbing word in this rezard.
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M. Carswell of Tressury edvised that vork was alrealy being
done by two groups in governzent to obitain tho patvork materisls. Ther
Livrary of Congress: Sformally. roquested. 21l tapes from the networks soon
after the sssassipzbions  MiSw.. Tlizobeth Hamer, Assistant Librerian ot
Congress; is:haniling the matter. A pargllel effort is also being made
on. behal? of the Kenzedy Librery. 1 spoke to ¥r. Eerman Kain of Archivesy -
who is parbicipating it this efPHPET 1y Fohn advised that negotistions -
neve been under vay for soxe tims %o ‘obtain all network tapes, with twor
3jssues unreselved. TFirst, %ha. Library has nol yct gottea the egreerent
of the petvorks to donste the materisls (¥2C has estimated that %o '
produce -onz.esplete prd s vould cost from §50,000 to §75 ,000); second, -

there ara asél"é’;-&é qusstlons aboubt the esent of the copywright 1icense

that the netvore vould give the Library. George Stevens of USIA end,
wmbil his depiaewd, ‘Plerre Salinger;, hove bsea holding informal talks
with the mebuoriks. '



ﬁza

: . Kalmn aleo edviged that no network haa any. maningful
i:zventcrv of its tapss, m that indexing has starbed, bub it is not.
expected to be finished for a considersble time. This is confirmed by
the lack of success the Secret Service hes had in attempting to locate
et CBS the tapes of an interview of onz of the Parkland Eospital doctors
which Mr. Specter hes requested. Even thouzh the day and approximate
tine of the interview is known, the teps could not be . mamd et CES 2.

. after five days search, : .

v I have oot pursusd the matter Turther vith Y. stmrens oi’

USIA or irs. Hamer of the Library of Congress. It seems entirely unlz.h.ly
that oblaining all the tapes would be of any help to the Commiss ion,
even if the nelworks agreed to supply them. Conceivably the Coumission
might be able to assist the Library of Congress or the Kennedy Library

in obiaining zhe tapes if the Commission were to join in unesting

them,

In sny event, I suggest thet. the Commission and the staff
determine as soon as possidble those ‘S?’“leic televised events vbich the
Coxmission will requre as part of its investigation, and that the: ‘
Secret Sernce be asked to obtain these segments from the eppropriate
sources. Since tbe tams are in a complelely uncatalogued state, the
Searen for a rerticular episode 1s a burden oa the network. VWaile the
networks will undoubd edly cooperate with one request for sps=cii’ ed items,
they are likely to objeet to sporadic requests.. :
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